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TO THE KING. 



HIMSiBLF A PATTEEN OF HOYAL DIGNITY AND PRIVATE VIRTUES, 



THIS ATTEMPT 



TO EXECUTE AN HEROIC POEM 



CELEBRATING THE ACTS OF AN ENGUSH MONARCH, 



JUSTLY REVERED AS THE FOUNDER 



OF OUR PRESENT INVALUABLE CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL GLORY, 



IS 



(with his majesty's gracious permission) 



DEDICATED 



BY HIS LOYAL AND DEVOTED SUBJECT 



AND SERVANT 



THE AUTHOR. 



§ 
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ALFRED. 



BOOK I. 



ARGUMENT OF BOOK I. 

The subject proposed. Invocation. The poem opens at the period^ when tlte 
Danes under the command of the three Kings Guthrun, Oskital, and Amund 
suddenly broke their treaty of peace, confirmed by the most holy vows, and 
stormed the English camp at Wareham. This perfidy is instigated by the 
demons who are adverse to the cause of Christianity. Tlue battle is represented, as ut 
midnight, wherein the whole army of Alfred being routed, England is on the brink 
of ruin. At this critical moment, the angels meet in the sky, and after a confe- 
rence, agree to terrify the superstitious Danes, by anomen from their Reafen or 
magical standard. This is effected, and the Danes cease to pursue the defeated 
English, proposing to retire to Exeter. Satan is inflamed with fury, and appearing 
in the clouds, threatens revenge. Dawn. The English army re-assembles. Alfred 
being wounded is conducted to his tent by his officas. His §lueen here attends 
him. Alfred addresses the army. Then to discover the loss sustained, he proposes 
that the whole shall pass before fdm in review. 
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Alfred, whose battles and successive toils 

Freed from the conquest of the Danish foe 

His ravag'd country, claim& the grateful Muse. 

He many turns of varying fortune knew 

On earth, on ocean : him th' infernal pow'rs 

Ceaseless opposed, yet vainly, for the chief 

By valour as by counsel, Heav'n his friend. 

Wrought England's peace, and plann'd her future weal. 

Come then, thou airy queen of ev'ry Muse, 
Imagination ; in thy right-hand lead 
The nymph of graver mien. Historic Truth. 
Attend me thus,, and as the voice composed 
Of thy sedate companion may reveal 
Her calm and gradual tale, sudden do thou 
Catch from her lips the feeble sounds ; expand 
Her faint ideas into thousand ibrms . 
Of glowing images ; uplift the veil 
That shades her darkened heroes from the day. 
And in thy own bright colours bid them shine. 

Vol. I. B 



Or deign, immortal spirit; thee I call Book 

Still to my aid, who from thy glorious sphere I. 

Descending, didst inspire that sightless bard *v^^^ 

With sacred raptures ; him, tho* blind and dark. 
To whose capacious vision thou could'st ope 
Dread scenes of warring angels, heaven's bright reahns. 
The vast profound of hell, creation's seeds 
In chaos lost and night, earth in her prime 
Of youthful grace, with her first habitants 
FalVn thro* deep wiles of their rebellious foe ; 
Thou, from Seraphic altars who could'st bring 
Flame to the hallow'd tongue, prompt thence to pour 
Grand utterance, suited to sublimest themes ; 
Deign, high instructress, at still hours of peace. 
Duly as eve leads on her welcome shades, 
Me too to visit. Touch me with a spark 
Of that prophetic fire, the birth of heav'n, i 

(Nor without honour there) what may suffice 
T* illume this visual ray and fit my tongue. 
Thy votary, for this its humbler theme. 
Suffer me. Goddess, at thy awful blaze 
To light my feeble torch, which then shall shew 
To Britain's sons, with ray that may endure 
To future times, their fathers' deeds; shall thus 
Display her heroes in else-dying verse, 
And with deserved honours deck their names. 

Tell then, what sudden impulse mov'd the Danes, 
Often magnanimous, and now at last 
By Alfred's arms reduc'd to leagues of peace, 



V. 48— 7$» 



So soon to violate their plighted faith. Book 

By holiest oaths confirm'd; and while both hosts, I. 

Encamp'd by Wareham's walls, indulged awhile 
In games, and tournaments, and festal joys. 
To rush to midnight war ? 

Th* infernal powers : 
Who hop'd by this so sudden fraud to gain 
Instant their purposed end ; bent to destroy 
The Christian light, with its attendant train 
Of peace, and arts, and knowledge, order, laws, 
^ And social commerce, now throughout the land 
Dawning with early beams ; and to restore 
The ancient reign of darkness. 

Thus impeird. 
Since Britain's Chief had bound the foe to yield 
To his own sway the desolated land. 
Hell's train had breath'd into the Pagan race 
Ardor insatiate for fre^ deeds of death ; 
Till at the silent midnight hour, their host 
Perfidious mov'd to fight. Veil'd in thick clouds 
HurVd down by potent hands of beings evil 
Hov'ring alofl amid the shadowy sky^ 
Swifl they approached, full soon from end to end 
Storming the British camp, while in alarm 
The universal host all-wild convenes. 
Unnumbered banners thro' th^ sable air 
Waving obscure, as crowds confus'd around 
Mingle in dim array and squadrons rude. 
The heroes gird themselves and frighted steeds 
Caparison in haste, amid the roar 
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Of waF^s dread signals and the dismal shrieks Book 

Of frantic wives and infant families, I. 

Matrons revered, and priests, and hoary age, v. 78— io«. 

Forth issuing from the tents, a helpless throng. 

Flying for refuge, terrified. And now ^ 

Three dire successive hours th* infuriate Danes 

Hold the dread conflict, and in deeds of blood 

Riot o'er all the camp, their savage rage 

Glutting in carnage and unsated death. 

Night adds her aid and terrors. Over heav'n 

Darkness unusual broods. Lo ! in the east 

The broad and radiant moon hath veil'd her orb,r 

Eclipsed, and all her vanished train of stars 

Shed not a ray to pierce the murky pall 

Of thick infernal gloom from sky to sky 

O'erhung by fatal pow'rs unseen. And hark ! 

Horribly yet the shock of charging hosts 

And din of battle thro' the vault of heavTi 

Tremendous rolls. Under the madden'd tread 

Of moving legions, all the tented plain 

Trembles from end to end, while host with host, 

Join'd in close conflict, outrage and uproar 

Boundless provoke, confus'd in hideous dark. 

Steeds over groaning steeds and trampled heaps 

Of heroes plunge thro* blood. The burdened air 

Roars universal with commingled noise 

Of clanging armour, battle-axes swung 

And pow*rful scymitars on helms and shields, 

Shatter'd with tumult. Deep groans dismal blend 

Of warriors dying, numberless outstretch'd 



O'er the wet earth, amid their shivered arms, ; Book 

Banners, and prostrate' tentSj and friends, and foes. L 

Shouts mix of band from band invoking aid ; v. los-ijto/ 

Pagans, innumerous rushing, sternly call 

Gods to descend and view their mighty deeds. 

Bards thro' each host raise loud the songs of war 

(Familiar records of their fathers* fame) 

And from the labTing strings oTthousand harps . 

Wake martial music, the transported soul : . ' < i . ! : ? 

Swelling to highest vialour, ^rieking shrill ! : . ^ 

Close on the verge of battle^ Dattish wives, 

Virgins, and prophetesses, (deem'd divine) ^ 

Fierce as the race of men, their piercing cries • , . i 

Upsend, and urge with threats their WDuVded sires, - 

Husbands and lovei^, still to new assaults. 

Price of their love and &^or of the God^, 

While thousands sink around. For undenneath 

The dread tempestoous dbow'rsi^: eadi following each, 

Javelins, and arrows, stones, and severed rocks 

Hurl'd from gigantic annsy that thro' the sky. 

Viewless, in loud commotion ever flew, 

What mortal force might stand ? Whole squadrons ftdl, 

Dash'd down like forests fr-om the mountain sides. 

Struck by heav'n's bolts. Death reigns nmeen, unchecked, < 

And Desolation pleased, o*er all the camp 

With proud step stalking, by the hand leads on 

Horror and mad Confusion. Pois'd m ftir 

Aloft, the Demons at their- full success 

Exalted, on the deathiul scene look down 

With horrid malice, and, to high thoughts rais'd. 



Glory aloud ; as when amid the sky Book 

Thunders deep-rolling crash, and mix all heav'n I. 

In fiery storm. ^^TS 

Throughout the English host 
The shouting chieftains their retiring powers 
Vainly exhort to rally, and sustain 
Again th* unequal shock of war. 0*er all 
Supreme, far-echoing o'er the plain, the voice 
Of Alfred, England's shield and single hope. 
Resounds, as borne upon his foaming steed 
He bursts thro* thickest uproar, ev'ry Chief 
Calling by name, and ev'ry yielding rank 
Heartening to stand, and shrink not, ere the tide 
Of battle veer, and victory thoMate 
Arrive propitious. Vain the Monarch's words : 
For terror, and despair, the manliest hearts 
Overwhelm ; himself the sov'reign chief, ere thi» 
Wounded by unknown hands, his anguish keen 
Felt not, or scom'd to feel, tho' from his side 
Blood-currents streaming stain'd his mailed limbs* 
His noble soul, was firm, collected, cool. 

In direst danger. 

But ah ! vain his skill. 
Vain ev'ry effort coun^e to renew 
Amid the friinting troops; for now forc*d rout 
And flight precipitate his total host 
Usurps, and urges from th' embattled plain 
Aghast and terrified, while close behind 
On full-expanded steeds in mad pursuit 
Th' insatiate Pagans with horrific shouts, 
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Louder than ocean swell'd in mountain waved» Book 

Pronely descend ; a tempest, flashing flames I. 

Wide-bkzing from innumerable swords, v. 166^197. 

Wav*d in defiance proud wherever eye 

Might turn, as on they ccHne in fierce career, 

Fir'd all with fix'd resolve the routed host 

In universal carnage to overwhelm. 

And win fiill empire o'er the total land. 

What shall be done \ Immediate ruin threats,. 

And final devastation all the realm 

Of England, firiendless, hopeless, unretriev'd. 
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This knew fiill well, this saw with meet alarm 
Th* immortal pow'rs of heav'n ; blek sons of light. 
Who from th* empyreal courts their airy way 
Voyaging erst to Britain's fevor'd isle, 
Arriv'd her guardians 'gainst the hell^bom arts 
Of Satan's legions, maddening to overwhelm 
Her founded glory. Now delay is none. 
Ere high above the sense of mortal ear 
Throughout the wide setherial concave rings 
With pow'r th' angelic trumpet, whose known sound 
Summons the states celestial to wont place 
Of council. Strait amid the sea of air 
The watchfiil essences, on buoyant wings 
Expansive floating thro' the clouds of night. 
Haste to the destin'd region of the sky 
Where underneath the topmost azure cope 
Beside the starry pole, irradiant stood. 
In circling range immense of splendid pomp. 
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Chariots of gold, the glorioiis work of beav'ii. Book 

Like thrones, self-pois'd on gorgeous wheels. Afiur L 

Night vanish'd all-around, aw'd at the sight, y.^w^^a^ 

And curb'd her sullen shades^ such fulgent ray^ 

Shot from the thousand gems and living gold/ 

Brighter than sunbeams o'er the fiekk of springs 

When morning gilds the world. Here entering sooo^ 

Within their wide pavilion, in array . ( . 

Appeared th' angelic squadrons ; and at once 

His throne magnific each ascends, then seea - ' 

In the full glory of celestial state,. 

Their spreading wings bedropp'd with gold, and zones 

Cerulean beaming various-colour'd light;. 

While thro' th^ir martial mien s^parenjt sh<Hie « 

Mercy and love predomiDfmt;>>With fiwro . /. 

Mild of divinest beauty. .Marsh^'d noW < 

Beneath their starnrftch canopies^ to these. 

From his resplendent seat majestiptoafe : , 

Michael their arch*angelic. Chief,: i^^hoso port . ' 

Kingly, and hand poising his flamy fif)ear 

Outstretched, bespoke ftttentiiHi, . while thesfe words 

Pour'd fi-om his lips.divine drew ev'ry ear. 



^ ) ..I 1 1 • f . • . 






Synod of heav'n, to ^hdse ippofcefctive' care 
Th' AlltGOOD Supreme C€>nsigns yon &Yor'^ isle 
Now see we the falVw angels' subtk ajRts 
Prevailing, and in unsuspected blood ,: , > . . - 
Drenching her plains^ Still fervently they.long^ 
(Nor ever will their dreadful} Airy end) . . • 
Truth and religion, whose whole breath is peace* 



• . •« 
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But late throughout these regions proud to rear Book 

Yet tott'ring altars^ from these heav'n-blest shores I. 

Eternally to chase^ and in their st^ad v. «26.— we.' 

Plant Pagan doctrines, and belief in Gods 
Fabled, yet trust in whom we see possess 
Men's hearts with <]uenchless thirst for war and blood. 
Mocking at peace and all the softer arts 
Of humble Virtue and domestic life, 
These place ^e greatness, worth, and high renown 
In death and slaughter; and proclaim the meed 
Of joys eternal to such madden'd men 
As on the bloody field their blooming lives 
Yield to their warlike gods, denouncing stem. 
Horrible, endless torments after death 
To all who in ignoble quietude 
Die, aged, or at home. This horrid faith 
Well-suits the curst designs of heaven's grand foe. 
Laboring to stablish wickedness and wars 
Among mankind, thence surely to increase 
His own dread empire, and hell's boundless realms 
People with fiends, his subjects. Therefore still 
He bums to crash the gradual-rising pow'r 
Of that religion, breathing love, reveal'd 
In mercy down from heav'n, to civilize 
And make men happy, while it gently shews 
Whate'er is truly good and fiiir, and bids 
Their earth be like our heav'n, so that ev'n here. 
In this frail bud of being, fallen man 
Mindful may gain and keep habits of good. 
And thus may qualify the soul 
Vol. I. c 



io 

Which fills and animates his fleshly fiame. Book 

Ev'n here to know, and knowing to enjoy L 

Goodness, and therefore happiness. Whence still ^S53S? 

Delighting in her habits, after death, 

(Man's primal doom) that soul may fit become 

As one of us ; with us, (blest more and more ! 

As nearer we approach and sufFer'd know 

Him sole, that great Supreme, fountain of good) 

May range immortal through heaven's bhssfiil cUmes 

And all creation's worlds, age after age» 

Unceasing, and in extacies of joy 

Adoring see his works, and execute 

His high behests.. This knows th' arch-enemy. 

Who therefore with malignant hatred views 

Yon hero, great and good, on England's plains 

Toiling to save her sons firom tyrant sway 

And Pagan slavery ; not thro' lust of pow'r. 

Or mad ambition, but whose gen'rous soul 

Th' Almighty mind has deign'd t'illume with rays 

Divine of knowledge, with capacious views 

Of his own nature, and whate'er can form 

Man's bliss below. Hence !tis' the chieftain bums < 

By humanizing arts and union sweet ;. ! i 

Of social comforts, to refine Bind bless ' Mr 

His country, rude as ^jitet and unrestzain'd ; ./ ^^ 

And on the base of true religion; fa^, •; - 

And commerce, found an emfMre foF Uei isons. 

Which to succeeding ages shall dii^nae ■ • 

Peace, science, happiness. His cai^ shall raise 

£ngland to height of manners, wealth, and pow'r. 
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Now therefore since we see the hellish league Book 

Prevalent, lest they gain their utmost wish, 1- 

Resistress pouring o'er the conquered land, V.aae-ais. 

Behoves us to descend, and swift restrain. 

As best we may, yon horrible pursuit. 

Rousing by prodigies the ominous awe 

And rev'rent superstition of the foe. 

Till retrograde he turn, and cease at length 

To steep in blood yon carcase-cover'd plain." 

He spoke, and thro* the vast assembly rose 
Th' applausive music of their golden shields. 
Which struck by thousand quiv'ring spears sent fortfi 
Sonorous harmony, portending deeds 
Of valourous worth. Nor longer here they rest, 
But 'mid the clouds of night, seen far below • 
Rolling fuliginous, down plunge they all 
On outspread wings impetuous, — ^when, behold ! 
With next t' almighty arm, they tear the web 
Of Stygian gloom, and thro' th' aerial hall 
Chase the thick shades of darkness, cloud on cloud 
Heap'd awful, to th' horizon's utmost bound. 
Swift o'er the blue-revealing, starry sky 
Light universal beams : the broad, ftiU moon 
Bursts sudden forth ; but gloomy-red appear'd 
Her face, reflecting from the purpled earth. 
Whereon she gaz'd aghast, the hue of blood. 
Then to the shrinking eye was first disclos'd 
The dreadful field of death, where slaught'rous war 
Still rag'd o'er dead and dying, and the camp 

c 2 
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Prostrate. In full pursuit the maddened Danes, Book 

Under their thousand banners moving fast, I. 

Gaze upward, startled at the sudden light, v^liS^ 

While the faint English, flying swift, dispersed, 
lift their despairing eyes, wherein some gleam 
Flash'd now of distant hope, as back they look 
Astonish*d. 

Lo ! amid the Danish host 
Th* archangel has arrived, where, high upborne, 
Blaz'd like a comet 'mid the turbid air 
Their mighty standard, to the watchful moon 
Waving its gleamy bulk, horrent with gold. 
Apparent in the midst, as if alive. 
The pictured raven stood, by fated hands 
Of royal virgins wove with magic rites, 
Breath'd to ayenge a murder'd father's blood. 
Now black it stood and vast, rearing aloft 
Its sable form terrific, with keen eye 
Seeming to scan the deeds of hosts below ; 
Far-seen with awe by all the sons of war. 
Wherever helms on helms in long array 
A shadowy splendour cast, as ocean waves 
Subsiding, when the tempests, thunder-wing'd. 
Have torn their watry beds. Lified it mov'd 
By valiant chosen hands, inclos'd around 
By solemn priests and virgin prophetesses. 
Skilled to expound its ever-varying shape, 
While near on all sides round, &vor*d of kings, 
For its protection throng'd the choicest war. 
Touched by the angel's hand invisible. 
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Behold ! the imag'd bird, omen of fate, 

With living motion seized, in sight of all 

Droops its sunk head : down iall its shuddering wings, v7d45-374. 

And hide its pendent crest : tott'ring it drops. 

Prone to the pictured ground, faint as in death* 

Immediate from the victor host arose 
Shrieks horrible of terror and dismay. 
Filling heaven's concave : shouts and cries succeed. 
That stun all ears. Lo I wond'rous to relate. 
Suddenly stops the universal mass 
In height of victory ; nor the hot pursuit 
Nor lust of battle claims one wandering thoughtr 
Sole tow'rd the awful omen each man bends 
His total soul. Forth fix>m their thousand bands 
In trembling con^mation furious spring 
Kings, leaders, chiefs ; Quthrun and Oskital, 
And Amund, mighty warriors ! Hubba there. 
And Hinguar, brothers of the ^feital ^three 
Who wove the dreadful ensign : issuing flew 
Frena and Sidroc, potent Thanes; with these 
Names other, known to fiune, in battailous deeds 
Tried and renowned, too numerous to recount. 
Thronging all hasten tow'rd the mystic sign. 
There to consult the heav'n-inspired dames. 
Daughters of kings, with holy awe rever*d ; 
Eager from their unerring lips to learn 
What means this dread portent, and high decree 
Of their offended Gods. To these the maids 
With hands uplifted and cheeks saintly-pale. 
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And eyes, full-streaming, it) 4eep.txanspoit nfk, 
Rais'd tow'rd the sacred ensign, ;givi response.— 

• • • . 

" All further battle .an4 pujrsitit must end* 
On these the Go4$ now anpropitioUs frowxik 
So Odin, God of war, heaven's awful king. 
And Frea, his great spouse, who shar^ the slain^ 
And Thor, their son, the God of thunder^ doom."- 

This heard, strait aJl resolve to send bround 
Heralds to every leader, bearing charge 
To cease pursuit ; counsel to which each chief 
Willing assented; all, save Oskital, 
Dread tyrant, fierce in mpine as in blood. 
He, swelling with indignant rage to hear 
Battle and plunder now must end, with iroilms 
Vented the gloomy purpose of his. soul. : 



" Why, thro' felse tennons -of offended Gods^ 
Forego we our advantage^ nor o'erwhelm 
The foe, and stablii^ h&ie perpetual reign ? 
Losing the fair occasion how. toiseize* < . . - r 
Alfred, our constant pest, and to our Gods ^ 
Offer him, victim proud : sure now to gain 
Spoil endless. Possibly this dire portent; 
Wrongly interpreted, may yet allow • 
Furtiiier pursuit. Th' insatiable Gods 
Never can bid us stay the slaughtering arm 
In height of victory ! Or if we dissent,. : 
Sending more souls to Odin and his fates. 
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He wfll forgivcf, jBiid ev'n ^ bold eniprize 
Approve, and deem us heroes fit. to share 
Hi? wfhl presence, and wHh gtoruAii meeds 
Of partial &yor honor us rih.' hea^'iii ' i .. ' - . 
Follow We then, nor longer, oedaeiifroan war-V-r*-.'' t 

Fir'd by his words, some stand in asking doubt, 
Till Guthran, king of m^n;. their lead^sr prime, ' • 
Sternly his thoughtiuliooiinseis tbosideolar'di ' « 

^^ Impious! hciw:«Ter canst thovihope to shale 
Valhalla's joys, and be with heroes rang'd, 
Doom'd on that terrible graot;day to: fight * . 
The battles of !thfi /Gods^ ^hen) all their, fbes, ^ . 
Ascending from the neither worklfi^ )<9halli meet ' ^ 
Amid the sky, bent to 6!erwhleQm their thrones^ 
And win domSniein o'ev iQieboijindlfss heav'n? 
How ever, disobedient ! hope to scape 
Niflheimer's tt<»roa«tits; ! Nrbeiie uiisat^ Death 
Reigns through 'her dreary fcealms, dispensing soids 
Of cowards and bad men, thro' dens and cave^ 
To dwell with fan^he, pain and misery ?-* 
Forbear, and listen tp the Gods' decree. 
lict us revere the Gods^ if 'tis their. will ' - 
Pursuit must end : 'tis ev'n what warrioi'-souLs 
Might wish; for. Why s]iould we piursue the foe 
Defeated, and confus'd; and render'd thus 
Unequal by so much? ^Whatitould the bards 
Sing of our valour, if we thus assail 
A routed host? No 3 let them now regain 
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Their wonted strength, that soon we may be join'd Boor 

In fresh and frequent battles, learning thence I, 

To stand intrepid amid fiercest war. 

And die exulting on the bloody field ; 

Heroes, then worthy Odin, and to live 

In his glad presence, with the deathless throng 

Of heroes in VaihaUa^s palaces. 

My soul proud sees the Gods forbid pursuit. 

And for new wars reserve their favor'd sons. — 

Call too to mind this our niew-plann'd emprize ; 

Have we not late to Kenwulph sait command. 

Our tributary king of Mercians plains. 

With all his host of vassals to appear 

By Exham*s walls, where soon; our. camp arrayed ' 

Easy shall win the fertile country round ?^< ' : 

Therefore oppose not, but the will of fybe 

Observe, and what thy warrior-peers deem wise." . 

Struck by the king's rebuke, to them his thoughts 
Amund, the third in pow'r, thus calm expressed* 
«' Oskital, hearken to the sovereign's words. 
Tho' much for present battle and high deeds, . 
Pow*Hul to send my name to ftiture timies, 
My bosom longs, — ^yet what the Gods decree 
I deem it best t' di)ey." 

This counsel pleas'd. 
Dissension none is heard, but high applause 
Of Guthrun, as o^er heroes worthy well 
To rule« Strait active heralds to each band 
Are senty commissioned from the sovereign kings 
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To bM the legions sheath their gory swords. Book 

And cease pursuit. Observant all obey- I* 

And soon o'er all th' embattled field are seen T^s^S? 

The Danish siquadrons moving, deep^rray'd 

In close-form'd union for retiring march. 

Their music loudly blew sounds of retreat ; 

Their armour, glistening in the lunar rays, 

Toss'd to the fading light impetuous gleabis : 

All overhead rich-floating banners wav'd. 

Magnific scene ! filling th' astonished eye 

From end to end of all the spacious plain ; 

Lake some proud-tow'red city in a blaze. 

When midnight veib her pomp, but flashing hst, 

Rise thro' the smoky volumes, crimson-ting'd. 

Numberless pyramids of dudcy fire. 

Thus they, in distance lessening, haughty drove 

O'er tents and prostrate slain, trampling thro' blood. 

This heartr^icting, unexpected sight 
Th' infernal pow'rs endur'd not, but to rage 
Yielding loose sway, high mid the low'ring heav'n. 
Where well he deem'd th' angelic squadrons met, 
Satan forth issued, to their, shudd'ring sight 
Visibly present : shrin'd in ^le clouds 
And tempests rolling round, his form obscure 
But half appeared ; his wildly-promhient limbs 
Thro' darkness mov'd r seem'd crown'd his towering headi 
As o'er the cloudsihis billowy waving locks 
Shook awful : from his lifted surm^ forth came. 
Terribly vast, a shadowy spear outstretch'di, . 

Vol. I. D 
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Measuring the sky. Behind Iheir ihriMtt Kmg Boos 

Stood other dreadful forms. Hit mighty shape L 

In pow'r seem'd likest to Cerautoian Jove; ^^?5iS! 

Matched 'gainst his gi«it^oe$^ whoee piide ospiniig 

To win the throne and sbv'reigiity ad heav'B« 

Heap'd Ossa on Olympus, when in fury 

Forth issuing, shrouded mnid gloomy firei, 

His arm omnipotent . unoeasifig lawfech'd 

Tremendous thunders, pe^lence «nd stormfi^ 

That tore the boundless-va^rlted sky^ and prone 

Smote their insensate legions^ while the God 

Strode over prostrate hitls, aiKl in his wmth 

Triumphant trau^pled cm the moostarous broo^^ 

Nor long the DeiiiOii-IU]^ tttent stoy'd^ 

But in a voice, which to th' angelic ears . 

Itself seem'd peab of thimder, his fNroud vwmlb 

And swelling, menaces thus fierae addtess'/d. 

'' This is your work, vile 'servile mkiisterB^ 
To save from utter ruin your lov-d .Iftnd, 
And stop th' exteikninMiBg^ i^ught*iKMis rout 
Of your weak English, which I jc^ dUd bea^ 
T'have planned and half :perf0tom1d. . >Mo(risbaU you: fail 
Your present wish: I giaa^ it ^to^procd^d. 
But know, base-croiKfalag flaV€% tjlatil, thespint, 
Before whose thutad'ring asm jwx Hed'xMfiAiaj/^'d 
With tenor in that hebv'n, whosb glMiesI 
Grieve not t' have loet, Or wtot; kaai^, Jl i«ri& idl 
My host, most hornHy ^U be ave»g*d 
For this: inducing Mi yowr iw pcl a h ed land 
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Vetigeence tenfoM, ruin moc^ .ru^HMis^ 9f(6ff 

Slai^hter and desolalioii fiercer ^r I. 

Sodr w your timid th<H(ght9. never codceiv'd, ^?^ 

Insatiable, rel^ntles^^ unfi^fc}g(K3i ; 

Till here we stablish never-ending wt^fs^* 

And banish hence yourselves with that weak faith 

Inspiring peace and meekness^ fit (done 

For spirits base as yours; which you still toil 

To found among mankind* whence they v(My grow 

Apt subjects of your own low^bending; heav'o. 

But ere long time revolves, the busy King 

Destroyed, whose anxious car€^ you eaj^er watcht 

^e here shall firmly plapt a np^er i^^, 
Feelings more fierce s^ manly^ W^M way make 

Men like ourselves, and fit wiith. U9 to 9hAr^ 
Our owQ illimitable, gloomy world. 

To swell my throned state, ajyud people hfiU 

Thro' all her stormy roaJp;!:^ aj»d4^kt domains. 

Where, thro' eternal age9, thiey tfia^ Hve 

Fallen as ourselves. Detfin wot tl^fit we int^nfl 

To suffer there alone^ hut tp^ abridge^ 

Our utmost, your society and pow'r. 

Henceforth then, war beoppi^ my sole ^l)g^; 

My glory, desolation. For with yoH 

I'sdeign communion, but imjBiQr^ ha^ 

Still cherish, and ye know if ere my deeds 

Prove weaker thfin zny iivords, W^j^^foj^ .e3q;)ect 

Acts answering to iippUtcable revf»ge.'^ ; 

Nor more ; hut iji cojxh^nmt ith' infeFwJi King 

D 2 
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Tum'd, and retiring slow after him drew Book 

The clouds immense, whose circling vqil involved I. 

His angry host, overshadowing in long arch ^T^S^ 

The Danish legions, as their glimm'ring ranks 
Fast left the straining sight. 

With horror struck. 
Stood a brief space th' angelic bands, to hear 
Those blasphemous words, pregnant with rooted ire; 
Till soon recovering, their supernal Chief 
To action meet recalled their pondering thoughts. — 

^^ Let us be calm and firm; nor fear these threats. 
Ere we behold HelPs Monarch strive f effect 
What he forebodes; tho* fi'om his rage malign 
'Tis likely his dark vengeance may attempt 
Some horrid schemes. But since the mad pursuit 
Now ceases, we retiring may confer. 
How best we may repair this mournful loss^ 
How best assist the sovereign hero's toils, * 
Directing to the camp the il3^ng bands ; 
Till, ere long space, the scattered host resiune 
Its wonted station : there observant watch 
The prudent councils of the rallied chie&> 
Thus England's safety provident to gaift^ 
^d work her peace and lasting happiness.^ - 

Thus they ; and, anooth-receding, all the air 
Dropped with ambrosial fragrance, as with dews. 

Now Dawn approach'd, and thro' the gates of light 
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£arly apparent, while the gloriotis Sun Book 

Ascending o'er the reddened ocean-verge, I, 

Follow*d with all his- train of golden pomp, vT^?^^ 

She in her purple chariot high advanced. 

Her forehead circled with the morning stars, 

Rein*d with imperial hand her grey-wing'd steeds, 

Serenely floating up the twilight hesLy'n. 

While now the English hands scattered diverse 

(The slaughterous ruin ceasiDg, and the foe 

Departed far) the remn&nt of tlieir force 

Collect, and hack retrace their pensive way 

Tow'rd the.feirn camp. Of these recovering first 

The Sovereign Monarch led his noble band ; 

Advancing at whose head, in martial state 

Rode the great Chiefbsdn; cm his hai^hty steed 

Whose tall plumes wav'd, as slow he pranc*d along. 

He sat majestic : tow'ring Ingh he bore 

His manly front, half by h^ gold-bright shield 

Enveloped. Still undaunted and serene 

Amid defeat, bis looks awoke iii all 

Reviving hope. His right amti wielded firm 

The massy lance, tho* his yet-bleeding wound 

Throbb'd with keen anguish, and his glittering limbs 

Streak'd thick with clotted gore, to ev'ry eye 

Told his late^ peril. Broad before-him shone 

Th* imperial standard, ia the winds of mom 

Impatient tossing, 'mid whose radiant pomp^ 

Flaming with silky splendor gems and gold, 

Th' emblazon'd lions glared, o'er all the field 

Conspicuous tufning, as the rustling galea 
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Shook their proud forms. Book 

Behind the Monarch mov'd I. 

Brilliant in arms, his chos*n attendant train, ^ 

The flower of southern provinces, a throng 
Martial in aspect, all well-skilVd to wield 
The hostile spear. These following o*er lihe {dam 
In long procession, near their much-lov'd prince 
With fonder ardor press, elate to view 
The gallant Chief his wonted place resume. 
Around their glittering skirts, at distance due. 
The princely tui^s wav'd, on whose white staff 
The various-colour'd plumes, nodding aloft, 
Form'd a resplendent globe, to ev'ry heart 
As life or honour dear, known Irom afitr. 
Royalty's ensign. Thus they passed al(xigf 
Cheer'd by the joyous sounds of music sweet, 
A noble band, lessen'd, but numerous still. 
For in that dreadful fight, while thousand foea 
Thrice with impetuous fury charg'd their ranks. 
Thrice had the dauntless Monarch cheer'd bis train 
To stand the shock ; th^ti on the foe in tura. 
Led by the King, who, fir'd with noble rage. 
Seizing his banner, foremost with loud shouts 
Rush'd terrible, had these in emulous jseal 
Rapt to transporting frenzy, fierce advancM, ^ 

Following their Chief. Their desolating swords 
Nought could resist : from their continuous edge 
Whole legions fell, struck as by lightning firei^ 
Till thro' the camag'd field to difficult life 
And safe recess they wrought their wond*rous way. 
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TliQin follpwinf , Oddbtne came, the ▼aliant diief B<X)K 
Of. Devon's province, heading his taU train I. 

FractisCd in war, whrne darldjjr-waviiig locks v.' dsii^t. 

Shadow'd their brawny diQidders as tfaey mov'd. 
Intrepid counife in their sted&st looks. 

Followed the T«f ran Herfatrt, whoAe long svjqr 
Dorsetian valleys own^d^ and sent their pow.'rs 
Banded beneath his rule, now maxching on 
In multitudinous ranks of wailake qiflD, 
Part seated high on foamiog stoedb^ select 
From hills and fertile fiiains ; infantry part. 
Whose sounding amurar echoed as they strode 
Untir'd, and eager for adventujnous deeds 
Of future war. 

OflOdund came next, the good 
And noble leader of tiie banded (tro^pB, 
The choice of Corbwair& fioUs ; hemie tiwong, 
Lov'd of the Monarch. 

These with haste advance 
To gain th' unpeopled camp. Nor bHig their couite : 
For soon their pow'is, anud the fallen tjeolts 
And dismal vestiges of death, arrive. 
Horrible scene ! tvrhere hideous Ruin wide 
Upheld her desolate repgn^ 9pd every look 
CongeaVd the sl^idd-ring heart 

mue wovnded fi^ng, 
Held by his agitated GIu«&^ repaira 
Where late the regal tent conspicupiis rose# 
Soon entering mid the yet uafaUen dome^ 
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Strait on a broider*d couch that glitt'ring stood Book 

Within the spacious canopy, they seat I. 

The wearied Monarch, who his steely helm y^^^lu 

Unlac'd, and o'er his paler face his locks 

Fell dank. The heart-struck chiefs, with anxious care 

Approaching rev'rent, wipe his chilly brows ; 

While others from the custotn'd store forth reach 

The cheering wine. The Monarch drank ; but soon 

His better thoughts recovering, with his chiefi 

Confers his laboring purpose, bent to send 

Heralds around to all the scattered troops 

With charge to seek direct the fellen camp. 

This counsel quick s^prov'd, some to their bands 

Forth issue, and dispatch swift messengers, 

Bearing the Sovereign's high commands. 

Retum'd 
Soon tow'rd the tent, lo ! his beloved wife, 
Elsweda, prime of women, honoured Queen, 
Her hair dishevelled, her loose garments wild, 
Eager enquiring for her much-lov'd spouse. 
Accosts them at the threshold, foUowtl strain 
By her iair handmaid, bearing in her arms 
The Monarch's infant son, the latest care 
Of his fond mother. She no sooner hears 
Her husband safe, but 'mid th^ crowded tent 
Enters. The chiefs bow rev'rent She beheld 
Aghast, with pale surprise and countenance ope, 
Him, her lov'd husband, on the couch reclin'd^ 
Pallid and &int, his armour frequent stain'd 
With streamy gore. Recov'ring^ slie approach'd 
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^ender^ and taking ^ft his hand, with lookiri Boo£ 

That spoke inef&ble affection, hung I. 

* In. silence o'er him, pressing oti his lips v. 69i^t9i; 

A fond and holy kiss. He mild received 
Her kind caresses, grateful to his heart 
As his own being, and with faint voice asks 
Of her own safety;'-^f their children's weal. 
With falt'ring tone she tells, that these are left 
Safe in a distant t^it^ in anxious charge 
Of his kind sister ; — tbisit her youngest care 
Follows with her attendant. — But at aght 
Of his pierc'd mail and wounded side, her voice. 
In trembling agitation, stops : she bends. 
And with her flowing garment gently clears 
The clotted blood, exerting now, as wont. 
Her art, the pride, bf noble women, here. 
The sole physician^ emulousto heal . • 

Their dear relatioDfi' roft4nflicted wounds : 
Unbinds the twiste^ paail, with gentle touch 
Deceives t)iue: throhl^g aoguish, and applies 
The ready mixture of known styptic herbs. 
Whose virtue can assuage and bajoisfa .paiii. 
Thus, as the beauteiCHlS! Queen her meekest care. ' 

Employed, soflnrtairting fifom her azure eyes. 
Streamed o'er her vem^eil cheeks the graceful dropft 
Of love, by pity wak'd; each warrior** heart i 

Melting to silent j^mpathy. ^Her tears 
Seemed as when violets, (aft^r stormy rains 
Have drench'd the earth) shook by the .winds of evCj 
Smooth o'er their blue leaves roll the brilliant drops. 

Vol. I. E 
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Left in their balmy cups, and wide disperse Book 

Their liquid fragrance o'er the freshened ground. !• 

As thus assiduous by his side she lean'd, v^TJSSa 

The Monarch, thoughtless of the ranlding wboiid. 

Or to divert its anguish^ his lov'd c^ild 

Caird to his arms, and soft-upbearing took 

The tender burthen from the bending nurse ; 

Kiss'd the ^r boy : his rosy-fiWelKng cheek 

Pressed fond, and in endearing accents sp6ke. • 

Smiling, the infant knew its father's vbic^^ 

Pleas'd, and extending soon its little fa^tnds, 

Grasp'd fast his steelngirt heck ; then in delight 

Stretch'd o'er the shiniiig' niail, speckled with blood. 

Its iv'ry fingers. At siich sportive play 

Of the fair innocent, th' admiring cfaiefi, 

And father, tendering smil'd* Then fcfaro* her tean 

Uplooking lovely, all the mother's heart 

Beamed in her eyes, rwfaile a sbbdning smile 

Illum'd her iace, and checl^d a rising sigh, 

Sooth'd by th' endearmenb of the thou^tiess babe/ 

The Monarch to hk aihnMe spouse 
Yields grateful thanks for tfaK^ liar fosbhrkkg^iiife. 
And feels returning strength. Now to his ohiefr 
He opes his strong deBire amid ^ the tiibops^ 
To pass, and view the ruiiis of tHe canip^' 
There to observe whatever reqiiir^d tHeir care ; 
For well he deem'd his presence would diffiiM 
Courage thro* all, seen yet alive, nor lost 
In that dire oonflkt 
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Soon, amid the camp Book 

And field of war arrived, heart-thriU'd they pause, I. 

Seeing such ravage as no pen can paint, T^^tt? 

Or tongue distinct relate. Ramparts^esta^oy'd, 
Tents overwhelmed ; wide over all the field. 
Wherever eye could view, armour bfestrown. 
Gory and shattered; men and steeds commix*d, ^ 

Dying or dead; and o'er them firequent thrown 
Tom standards, steep'd in blood. 

With efifgfetf^htetje; 
Pouring firom ev'ry side, firesh bands arrive, • 
And o'er the plain with various view disjperse ; 
Some to repair the prostrate mounds, some prompt 
To raise, or form anew their shattered homes. . : ..i - - . 

As on the chieftains pas&, cries and' konebti ; .' / 

And frequent shrieks on eVryhandaiisail ' 
Their ears, firom many a wretched son upsentr ■ '^ ^ * - 
Finding his father pale and dead. Or where 
Full many a teijder wife, .now. widb^^'d^iiknelt : - -^ * 

Fond o'er her fallen husband, cold in^de^th. 
There mdny a mother, fifcairting in.affiight, > 
Thro' broad and ghastly wounds, scarcie cebogni^'d i^ 

Her y outhfiil son/ wlnle o'er his 3haitterVi corse- ' • ' '^ 
She hung, and, clasping, Jciss'd his dear reifiain^ 
Whelm'd in despinr cf griefs The loaded air 
Resounds with various uti'iahee of loiid^ wole ^ 
In dismal discord. Q'er their woiiqdisd i&iends>' : i : i: / 

Pallid, but yet aliv«!,' All many betid * ^ ' 
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Or raise them in their arms, while lifling soft Book 

Their languid eyes, these breathe their latest Ufe I. 

Into the breast of those they love most dear. v. 77s— 807." 

Matrons and virgins eager o'er the field 

Exert their healing art, their dearest boast, 

And sooth full many a wouiid, wash'd with their tears. 

To deep compassion mov'd, the Sovereign ChieC 

Passing amid the mournful scenq, full oft 

Beholds, attended thus with piou$ care. 

Some wounded hero^ whose brave deeds he knew 

And gratefully remember'd. Him he takes 

Fond by the hand^ bids him be of good hope^ 

Nor doubt r^cov'ry, till such soothing words 

And mild engagements from the moch4oy'd prince^ 

Draw from th' attend'red warrior, spite of pain, 

A grateful tear, and o'er his speechless face 

Spread smiles of peace, ddighted to Teceive 

These kind attcAtioius near the arms of death. 
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Thus long on ev'ry'hand ih! innum'rous host; 
Earnest employed, dbpense their various care. 
Till the whole camp and widespread champaign, fill'd 
With moving crowds, spoke: all' the. several bands > 
Assembled. Thb the watchful Monarch ^soon 
Observing, pregnimt with emotioKis h%h, • 
Disperses round swift heralds, >With cominaiHl - 
That all the legion'd bands, in order' best. 
Under their sev'i:al leaders join their ranks, . 
Whom thus the King attentive may heboid; .... 
May see their present state ; what force, ijnpair'd. 
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Asks chief supply, or what unhurt remains. Book 

Busy o'er all the field the troops prepare L 

Before the Monarch to appear; all pleas'd ^^I^^SS! 

To gain th' attention of his placid eyes. 

Wont on them all with manly love to beam. 

Warriors, their wounds now eas'd of keener pang9> 

Hearing these tidings, deem the much-lov*d Chief 

Bent to address the host, and of delay 

Impatient, scorn their pain, and eager move. 

Supported, to behold and hear once, mot* e 

The honour'd King. Such eagerness pervade 

The total host to catch the martial fire . 

Warming his noble soul, that every heart 

Throbb'd high ; and soon in rai^e tnagnific spread 

A semi-circle vast, of deep array, - 

Presents to. sight its order'd arch immense; . 

While o'er th' embattled pomp, broad-glitt'ring, wav^d 

Unnumbered ensigns, tossing in the winds. 

Shields, lock'd in shields, a fiery splendor cast, 

Plashing afar. Terrific to the view 

Stood the firm bulwark of their steely fi*ont. 

Lake some huge rampart, rais'd on high^ . to. guard 

Coasts from the ocean, whose proud strength defies 

His mountainous waters, laboring to overwhelm 

The stedfast pile, which sole forbids his waves 

To rush o'er valleys, cities, people, plains. 

And stays his empire o'er a delug'd land. 

Eager all waited the directing voice 
Of the brave Monarch : be^ above the 
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On a broad altar raised of massy stcme^ Book 

Stood in the midst, majestic. Near him pressed I. • 

His ducal chiefs, gazing with sacred awe Tfs^^f! 

On the lov'd King : pre-eminent he shone 

Conspicuous from aiar. His golden helm. 

Under whose plumes, high waving, radiant beam'd 

The regal diadem, his manly face 

Shadowed, not cover'd. His right hand sustained 

His massive spear; his left, his ample shield. 

Pictured on whose bright round Britannia sat, 

Thoughtfiilly gazing on her ravaged isle. 

Silent awhile he stood : like some tall rock 

Unmov'd, around whose awful sides appear 

The sea-fowl clinging, while it lifls on high 

Its sky-capt firont, indignant of the storm. 

While sounding trampete, cliarioris, end loud drimis 

Haird their Commander, o'er the sea of helms 

And beamy spears he cast his wary eyes ; 

And as the bumish'd armour of the hosts 

Shone to the sun, at thought of ms»rtial deeda;^ 

A kindling ardor sweird his rising soul. 

He wav*d his spear. Sudd^ft the clangor deep 

Of music ceai^'d : respectful silence ran 

Thro' all the host, and not & sound disturb -d 

The solemn pause : then^ with voice heard afar. 

The Monarch in hesat4noving accents spoke.— 

• « 

*• Englishmen^ Warriors : — ^A dreadful dawn. 
Disclosing to our sight these rtivag*d plains, 
.Strown with oui* murdered ftithers^ brolheT& fnends. 
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Sammons us to new vrar : proud then I see Book 

Yoiir wonted zeal returning : much it needs. I. 

Now have we all beheld our savage foes yrsei^-aSI 

Bound by no ties of faith, of every vow 

Regardless, that no more miist leagues contract 

That peace which valour can alone compel. 

Have we not seen o*er all our neighboring states. 

Where treaties purchased peace, these madden'd men 

Lawless to rage, and breathing only death ? 

O'er all their fields, once deck'd with woods and groves * 

And siliiling verdure, where our &thers' flocks 

Loitered at ease, — where fertile rivers wound 

Their tranquil course, along whose banks arose 

Our Others' happy hcnnes, where biHy towns 

Raised frequent o'er the land their sacred &ne%*~- 

Now we behold one ^e of ruin spread. 

Their provinces o'er-run, their {Minces dlain. 

Or fled thro' fear to distant coasts, their plains 

A blacken'd waste, depopulated> drear ! ^ 

Temples, towns, cities, sack'd by impious fires ; 

The wretched habitants, now trembling slaves; 

Spar'd neither sex nor age ! The hoary head 

Invaded ! Virgins, mothers, wives ddfiPd ! 

Heav'n's ministers pilrsu'd to cruel death i 

While in these dreadful scenes, with savage joy 

Riots the lawless foe, happy alone 

In blood and battle, tyranny and spoil ! 

Oh England ! Oh, my country I Ths^t thy phim, 

Form'd for mild industry^ and p6Me '(Midi joy. 

Should witness sced^ Hike these ! My bleeding heart « 
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Stalls cold within me at the thought of these Book 

The miseries which afflict thy groaning land* I. 

Xiast, my lov'd countrymen,— one femily, Tjw^^ 

In the same bond united, one our doom,*— 

Last on ourselves become the single stay 

Of our else-fallen country, they attempt 

Like ruia, Heav'n defend, that ever fear 

Should on our plains entail like misery ! 

Shall we then suffer the perfidious foe 

To add new insults, and before our eyes 

Cover our plains with slaughter? Shall we see 

Tamely, our murder'd fathers, brothers, friends, 

Strown in our streets ? Behold these Pagan wolves 

Prowl with insatiate ravage o'er oiir fields. 

Butcher our infknts in their mother's arms. 

Or hurl them mangled ^mid their flaming homes ? — 

My countrymen, to me as children dear, . / 

A cause such as before ne'er call'd for arms»> 

Summons our valour : call'd to* fight for all 

Most dear to man — ourselves, our wives, our babes, 

Our homes, our hapless country. Heav'n itself 

In its ovm cause, invokes us to defend 

Our tme religion; biir just, equal laws; 

Nor, in their stead, itrknsfnit the bloody faith. 

And rude decrees, of Pagans to our sons, 

A sad inheritance ! With Heav'n our friend. 

What shall we fear ? — But ev^n were that unsure, 

(Which whq can' doubt ?) say, shall we trembling wait 

Till, back returning, our insatiate fo^ 

Whelm in one common leamage all our host. 
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Stein in cold blood ? No, honoured countrymen ! Book 

If we are doom'd to fall, let us at least I. 

Fdl nobly, fighting in defensive war, v. 925-^954. 

For home, for life, for liberty, for Heav'n. 

War must revive. I cannot wjrong your souls 

By arguments : I trust, I know you all 

Valiant, and valour now the cause demands. 

Now will we never shrink, or own repose. 

But patient smile at dangers, pain and death. 

Till our persisting arms at last restore 

England to peace and safety. Future times, \ • ♦ . . 

Wond'ring, shall learn the story, of our toils. 

And, struck with pious gratitude, shall hail 

Us their deliverers, fathers; fond shall bless . 

Our prudent courage, which while dating, wise, . 

Snatch'd from the verge of ruin's dread abyss ' 

Our trembling country ; her, all .hopeless, rais'd 

From woe to happiness, from death to life. 

Heading such legions, thus shall I, untir'd. 

Brother in arms and sharer of your toils. 

Lead you to glory, freedom, victory!" 

He ceas'd — and strait from all the host arose 
Shouts that thro' heav'n resounded : followed soon 
Tremendous clangor of their bossy shields. 
Struck by vast lances and impetuous spears. 
Signal of high applause : awfid and loud. 
As thunders o'er the sea, from pole to pole 
Terribly rolling, thro' the cavem'd waves 
Bellow, when tempests, red with lightnings, swell 
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The hoUow'd 6urge. Zeal glow'd in ey^ry face^ 

With ardent confidence, as tow'rd the King 

And on each other gaz'd the total host^ 

In silence, but to fervent feelings rapt 

Mightier than words could utter. Instant march 

And battle undelay'd tcr ev'ry heart • v 

Seem'd easy ; but the prudent Monarch knew 

Needful augmented pow*r, ere yet again 

His shattered army in the deathful field 

Might meet th' innumerous foe ; nor from their hordes 

And unrelenting fiiry, rashly tempt 

Total destruction. He his purposed thought 

Pursuing, forthwith issues mild command 

That all the legion'd bands in station due 

Under their several leaders, pass succinct 

In wont review before him, whence his eye 

Certain might apprehend their real state. 

And mark the losses of each lessened pow^c 
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ARGUMENT OF BOOK 11. 

The EngHsh army remewed. The chiefs and tfieir several characters described. 
Burial of the dead. Alfred and frn officers attend the funeral of Siward, an 
EngUsh Earl, who had been kiUed in the battle. Alfred, at the request of the 
bards, sings his Juneral song. A council of war is held in the royal tent, during 
which, intelligence is brought that the inhabitants of the country are fiyvng brfore 
the army of Kenxmlph, the revolted King of Mercia, new on its march to join the 
Danes; and are hastening to the camp of Alfred for refuge. The council deter^ 
mines that the present English army is inadequate, in point of number, to contend 
with the enemy to advantage; and that it is expedient for the Earls to depart to 
their several counties, to collect in person new forces among their vassals. This 
embassy is to take place the foUowing morning, and all are to return by the fifth 
day. Evening. The ftigitwe inhabitants are received into the EngUsh camp. 
Alfred gives a feast to his officers, previous to their departure. Night. , In the 
morning the Earls depart. 
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JL HE Monoreh ^ves the word. Sudden 
Of thousand trampets fills the eefaixiig air^ 

Say, Goddess Muse, what. duoa]. chiefi ienowii'4, • 
Ruling seven southern provinces, the reajlm 
Of Wessex, sole remaining un8|ibdued» * , > . 

Led to th' unequal war their httnd^d poi^'i^ ^ 

♦ 

First, sternly seated on his warhorse proud^ /i 
Came the majestic Oddune, Devon's Duke, 
Whom followed, in long trkin of broad array^ 
His chosen horsemen, bright in gorgeous anns» 
Their shields immense, and beamy spears erect. 
Shone like some wintry forest, wn^ in ice, 
Glitt'ring before the sun. Haughty they tieune^ 
Proud of their streaming hair, while o'er their helms 
Wav'd their red banners. In their order'd ranks 
Rode many noble Thanes, Devonia's boast ; 
By valour most ennobled, which had won 
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The Monarch's love. .Rulets df hotidreds there Boot 

Held due command. Many decennaries 11. 

Owp'd rule subordinate^ whose several pow'r 'v.ia--w. 

One tything of ten families obeyed. 

These following, next appeared in stately march 

His numerous train of infantry. Tall helms 

Shook their proud plumes, as on they came, with noise 

Of mailed armour. Glaring on their breasts. 

Targes of brass in dreadful range appeared. 

Prominent from whose central boss stood forth 

Spikes bladed; k^en us ^<yrds, H^hose mortal t<Mich < 

Pierc*d threefold mail in adreiae fight.' . ' Efetc^ wore 

His massy falchion by his belted side. 

While their rights hWkdi fa^hi^idntmbr divei^e, ^ . ' 

Huge battle-a&es some(/i'€tbete 9!9sfcispeairs;tj :. '!• '/ 

Slings, bows, or iron daifto,|iMip08!id*rous'clubs - .. 

Blood-stain'd. Each''kn^W>hi8istBktibn'd iAnk,;iQOirJQii^'d , . :/ 

All in consorted league, with solemn vows 

T' avenge the deatib 'of 'er'ry lireighbbhrHfrJend,. - /: /j . 

Ere to the dangerous war they ciliiie, aiidl lefl ( ,, i 

Pensive their happy' 'koniesc:ITheiiyibai|df'€bnfain*d, d- 

Full many an h4mMir*<dHbQy[«l>^tkttii)i^odd,i^^ 

Skiird all in soiVg^'Of'^&in)^. e^ir^iiisiand dames^ j ; 

Knew the distinguished hbik>UTS.of thb band.':/ . : . 

Their streaming locks,/ their train, of emded bards. 

And to theil«mnduslfcl&imsbf!highrfei^iect' 

Yielded due reverence, h^p eadi hero sought, • . 

His dearest guerdon. > As the legion pass'dv 

The Monarch thoughtful' elye'd i JkheSr M^rlike train 

Much lessened, tho' yet strong ; and soon he calls 
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Oddode, their potent leader^ to hk side, 

From whose relati<»i he might leam the &te IL 

Of 1^ Tost followers in the last dread fight. 

The chief with lowly act decent ajiproach'd. 

And stretching forth his spear, (the signal wont 

Of due obedience) touched the Monarch's shield* 

Then to the King's enquiry told direct, 

That while the Pagans in one whelming mass 

Bore down aU obstacle, this noble baiud * 

In the right wing had borne their fiercest rage. 

Nor yielded, till; by foes half compato!d round. 

They tum'dr 'still fighting a^ they slow retired. — 

The Sovereign to his modest tale, with looks 

Of confidence and worcb of grateful praise. 

Answered, much sooth'd in ithougbt, as in his mind 

Calm he revolvM their tbultitudinous strength. 

And the known valour of th' experienced chiief. 

♦ • 

Him past, approaching nekt the Monarch sees 
Herbert, the ducal cihief of warriors, pride 
Of Dorset's plains. Touch'd with a solemn awe. 
He mark'd the vet'ran chief, whose temperate skill 
And steady discipline in desperate fields 
Full ofl had wrested victory, when he fought 
In bloody wars of the departed Kings, 
Alfred's lov'd sire and brothers. As he came. 
The King in reverence unhelm'd his brows. 
Bending submissive tow*rd the honoured man. 
Him well the Mohardi knew, valiant and good, 
Knew his heart mild, but patient and serene 
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In hottest fight The venerable chief Book" 

Was pleased, and on his haughty courser sooa 11. 

Meekly respectful mov'd. No chieftain more TTtS^ 

£njoy*d his followers' love, who now advanced 

In martial ranks of chivalry, a train 

Not num*rous less of potent Thanes, or bards^ \ 

Or valiant men ; nor wanting costly arms 

Less splendid than the noble legion pass'd. 

These, as they went, fix'd ftill their sparkling eyes 

On the loy*d King ; scarce to their hearts less dear 

Than their own Herbert, for whose valued life 

Each warrior's heart beat prompt to yield its own : 

To whom each man was grateful for mild acty 

Of gen'rous favour. All well knew his home 

Spread ope its hospitable doors, and gave 

To each brave guest a welcome ; with high feasts 

Chearfiil regal'd, the noble chieflain's pride. 

His followers* meed. Ofler no chief bestow'd 

On the deserving brave th' ennobling gift,' 

Or of the war-horse, spear, or plum'd cuirass ; 

Hence raising whom he lov'd, to the proud name 

And rights of powerful Thane, by all rever'd* 

Nor then delay long interven'd^ before. 

From the prompt notice of the watehfiil King . 

He won Jike gifb, th' exalted warriOT's boast. 

Proudest and highest ; valour's dear*sought prize. 

His total legion passed, the King receives 

To closer interview the vet'ran chieC 

Who soon, (th' accustbm'd sign of fealty paid^ 

Pious, but with garrulity of age, 



\ 



/^ 



43 

Tfells hiB firm trust, diat Heav'n will soon flveige Book 

The Pagans' murderous guilt and perjur'd fraud; II. 

While the tried valour of the l&nglish host vTioS^ 

Shall sure prevail. Alfred yields pleas*d assent 

And willing thanks for these consoling words, 

And to his eager questions soon obtains 

Intelligent reply, — that near their chief 

Long his assaulted legion firmly stood 

The battle's fiercest rage, in whose uproar 

Warriors lamented fell, noble and brave. 

Nor few : compelled at last to yield, and leave 

0*erwhelm'd in disimal rout, the ruinous camp : 

But numerous still, and brave, his train survived. — 

This heard, in thought absorbed awhile, the King 

Earnest revolved how soonest to recruit 

Each legion's loss ; much fix>m th' exerted pow'r 

Hoping of Herbert, calm and wise. 

Then him 
Gently dismissed, he marks, fiill near advanced, 
Osmund, the ducal chief of Cornwall's pow'rs. 
Known by his noble mien, nor less discem'd 
By the high-banner'd horse, and eagle shield. 
Moumfiil the hero pass'd, bis thoughtfril looks 
Fix'd solemn on, the ground, nor without cause 
Absorb'd in grief; for 'mid his princely train. 
As on they came, moving in martial state, 
(Dreadfully lessen'd) was discem'd the band 
Of Athelard, high Thane, Osmund's lov'd son. 
Reft of its Leader. Gash'd with fiightfiil wounds^ 
Slow pac'd the steeds, and in each warrior's look, 
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Pallid and sad, -the gloom* of sorrow huag. ^ . Booit 

Of their own state unconscious, with fatigue II. 

Wiwru, and their mailed armour grimly da^h'd v.iaft^w. 

With blood and toilsome swoat, and many a diat 

Of battle. Sole upon their chieftain lost 

They pondered, heart-oppress*d ; for he was dear 

To ev'ry soldier ; gallant, bold in ^ght ;. 

Kind to his train ; obedient to his i^e ; 

Pious ; and loyal to hifi Sov'jreign King* 

Bards, as they mov'd, revolved his noble de^ds. 

Sighing, and framed in thought the funeral son^ 

To grace his obsequies, and lift bis name. 

Boast and exam(de to the sods of war I 

Nor did not soon the w^tohfuL King perceive 

The mournful loss, deep-woy'd. Sad sympathy 

Hung on his douded brow, as slow the faost 

Mov'd silent on with looks of ifix'4 regcet 

Eagerly to his side, the Monarch calls 

The much-lov'd fathdr, from his lips to feefflr. 

The dismal tidings. Twice the sire easay'd 

To speak, ere grief would yield him .utt'rance : then ' 

Faltering he tells-r4»is son, with ftoble rc^ge, 

Had, in the left,, twite tumi'd the tide of war. 

Rushing impetuous on th' assadaiit ifoe. 

And dar^d all danger; but tqo swl ^ Site • 

Such gallant virtue nwt; f«r soon iAck^^ 

And like a lion bslying his $c$U!'4 ft)^ . 

His troops beheld him, while thfij f}Miig tum'd. 

Pressed by o'erwhekniog. wjpi^rs, dot agaio 

Saw ever their ioVd chief, living or 4^. 
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VmsAj the trembling.8ii9« i>Htli pious care. 
Had 'isought his body o*er 1^ 4tathfiil fi^ld : 
Bespa^g now, he de£iiB'4/ Us liMiDgled jcprse 
Lost in the generail >lkeftpi jaiid t^ocromng pin'd 
As never more on im dea^/fiio^ to gaze.-rr. 
The King was tnoy'd. ' I^eii as tibe. hdnouT'd-sirep 
Scarce in his love the son held.seooiiidb pAace. 
No youthful chieftain more his ^arm .esteem : 
Possessed, or dearer to his heart surviv^^i ^' 
Thro* all the host. Breathing the mrords^ resigned 
Of manly patience, to tiie ^^.tiiier^s grief 
He lent consoling bdlm} butasr^lie spdkx^ : 
Graceful a tear of mild regcett bedbw^di '».' , ," - 
The Sovereign's cheek, wluch (turning fr6m the view) 
Soft his uplifted hadd dispersed aw&y. ' • 



Book- 

v.* 168—196. 



.1 /ff 1 



• ) 



''I 



V » 



f r , I 



»• 1 , I • * 



• * I » 



Edric came next, whbse ducal reiga ooh^gtl^ <* 
The fertile vale of Be^, i^iim'ious in .miein: ^ 
And steeds, adapt for war. Tiieir stately fanks 
FoUow'd the martipl chief, as praud. he lode 
With venei:^Ue las^ct, old ia ai;m& > 
Under his darl»jbe6k'4 : li^hniet ciirling^himg!/^ i • ? i.;. t 
His locks, once rtreaining brown> now sihr^ery grey, . i 
Bespeaking rev'renc^: essy-soul'd a]id;giot)d; 
The Monarch knew him; brave, but of his own. 
And whom hh pnoper favour rais'd to note, 
Partially fond, nor is'er susqpecting iH. 
Amid his train, not 'distant, shone behind . 
The gaudy banner of the youtfaftd chie^ 
Hianfiid, glprying in his gracefiil fonn. 
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Him tiad the childless Ediic*s kind regard Book 

Adopted as his son, nor aught deny'd II. 

That growing vanity fipom earlie^ youth vT?^^^ 

Sought or could wish. Often his fiixr'rite boy 

Would he equip in arms, and pleaa'd survey 

With looks oC ibnd delight and anxious hope. 

Now with the confidence of love, the chief 

Himself in age dedining, to his ilile, 

With pow'r of ducal Thane, a martial hort 

Resigned : himself at laist in rural ease 

Hoping to die, worn with the toils of w^n 

Now far conspicuous, on his prancing steed 

Richly caparison'd, Hianfirid came,. 

Studious of shew, and eager to obtain 

The gaze of admiration. His broad shield 

Glittering with gold profuse, and painted o'er 

With bold devices, (tho' as yet' no deed 

Of signal valour sanctioned such display,) 

Bome by the artful Thane on outstretched arm. 

Hid not his costly armour, dazzling bright ; 

While from his plumed casque, whiere crested dione» 

With outspread wings, an eaglet, bending prone 

T' overlook his roseate cheeks ; streaming in waves 

His dark locks floated <m the wanton gales. 

Often he tum'd, and on his following train 

Look'd back, as on they mov'd — a glorious throng. 

Their radiant breast-plates flaming as of gold* 

Each his broad falchion glittering at his side 

Wore ostentatious, and his bumish'd spear 

Wav'd. tino'd with eoUL . Bedeck'd with crimson plumes. 
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Their nodding helmets mov'd with gaudy pomp. Book 

Tinging with roseate gleam their polish'd mail : IL 

4s wheti' amid his train of western clouds^ vJ2«7-l«56,', 

The redden'd sun, i^ng ii^ distance, sheds 

A purple splendor on the sparkling waves. 

Next, with the noble £^c*s princely train. 

After Hianfirid, came, of manlier mien, 

Harold, his youthful friend, whose numerous train 

Followed, in arms leas splendid, but with hearts 

Not less courageous than the troops thiey join'd 

Bora in contiguous vales, tho rising' cbiefe : ; 

Early had been companions ; for the sire 

Of noble Harold, in a pristine war. 

Slain bravely fighting, left his infent boy 

Yet hanging on his widowed iaother*s breast 

She pining died. £driq^ the heiro's friend,. 

Receiv'd in charge his lands and vassal host ; 

And, (meet compeer for his adc^ted boy) 

Under the chieftain's hospitable roof "^ 

Harold had spent his youth, till now matiu^d 

He rush'd to war, wielding his &ther*s spear. 

Thus had the manly youths, by Edric's care, . . 

Grown up together.. Other learning none 

Known or desir'd;. with title of Hij^ Thanes; 

Their mutual boast, joyftil they led to war 

Their troops united. Strong was either hos^ 

Stronger by union. Their long intercourse 

Had made them friends^ not rivals; for tho*^ glow'd 

In either heart an ardent thirst for fame. 

Yet Harold, more by deeds than outward pomp 
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Sought for applause;, lessiyatiii^ kAightf ^o^Uxl i"' Book 
The King surveyed them pleai^d; and soothing hope II. 
Suggested to his thought what future aid v^S?!^ 

Might from their friendship spring ; ye| lidtf a 
Chastis'd his confidence ; for ^e 'had mark*d^ '<' 
Hianfrid ofl o'erbeaiing,i seHii^ proud 1^* ' ' 
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The Monarch soon*fh>m Edric learns «h« faft« 
Of his brave follewerb th thec^ath£i)'if)|eld'^ 
And hears, distikAi'idi. HkhfHd^i^i fepif^hdkii 4>dfid 
Early had fled, while HieU'^ld^iE/ foifg ^nddr'd 
The dire affray — ^stedfast, tilt whellnitog hpStB ' ' 
Bore down, like torrents; yet the Kingt i«c«iv*(l^ '^'^^ 
Gladly th' excusing pl€fis,tby:£^ricHold»; :i «! i 
Of closer conflict stiMl»iiheqiiMl(Aies^> /< i^i.a ^i .. 
Pressing the wing where rurd>hiil feiJ^riUft' boy. ; 

These passU Next^. Al\irih 0ttiAe, the diical tlM 
Of heroes, banded from the^ish^iidfe?#y ftild's^^^^-^^^^''^^^ 
Of Wilts, in long ;a»rayttf' Warlike potttp"'^ ^*» ;• ^ 
Marshall'd, and mo^lig^Ctfi With sbiiMd ofstti^ 
To harmony of mmic &«!& soft' "flut^tf 
And mellow clarions'blMriic!ia>t»iidy!ti^ 
Alwin led on. WkUiiigibi^ p€bd't6^s«s|)ear; ^ * • ' ' 
Proudly he sat, exulliiig< »inl 'has strength : 
While to the view .toailce 1^ ki- towering size 
Api>ear'd his throng of h«roe% in boklU^eds^ ^ * > 
Foremost of dating eklterpriiB^^ ' Tbe^ Kii>^ 
Joyful saw these, in nttmber icixct impaired ; .it 

For well he kqe!vr*^^i:^chi6fta]n^ eager soul • * ' 
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Ardent and rash : of calm considerate thought Book 

Disdainful oft, but prompt by gallant ads II. 

Of dauntless courage, to extort high feme ^rft^^^ 

And wond'ring awe, chill'd oft by anxious fear« 

Which noble band surveyed, soon to the King 

The chieftain tells of glorious deeds atchiev'd 

By his brave train, and points with smiling joy 

Their safer state, scarce lessened to the view. 

With these conjunct came half the numerous host^ 

OncQ by the haughty Kenwulph led to war. 

With mad ambition fir'd, he to be less 

Than King disdained ; and rather than obey 

And serve a lawful Sovereign, had preferred 

From the victorious Pagans to accept 

Nominal rule and titled shew of pow'r. 

Their vassal : and now held his wish'd-for reign 

In conquered Mercia. With him half his host, 

Lur^d by his trfiut*rou» counsels and inflam'd 

To blind rebellion, fimn the common cause 

Seceding, had coi^oin'd the faithless Danes. 

Yet some the call of duty had obeyed. 

Nor join*d th* apostate ruin. As they passed. 

The gen*rous Monarch eye*d their puissant ranks^ 

Foigetful of all wrongs ; and mark'd their bands. 

Most from the field of slaughter safe survive. 

FoUow'd the manly legioi^ whose broafd ]imhs 
The plains of Somers^ rich in wide vales. 
Had nurs'd to strength. Before them splendid rcxle 
Rayner, their ducal head. Umnov'd and stem 
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Appeared his aspect; for within iiim prey'd Book 

Regret^ continual since that hated day IL 

When swoln with proud ambition his lov*d friend^ ^ .Ji^-^sia, 

The dear companion of his happier hours, 

Kenwulph, unmov'd by honour's potent voice. 

Basely revolted from his country's cause, 

Tho' greeted ever by the royal love. 

Since had a serious, sullen gloom o'erhung 

His deep-stung friend ; for save that fatal fault 

Of unrestrain'd ambition, he had found 

Kenwulph of nobler temper, kind send brave. 

Nor yet could memory the lamented crime 

Cheerful retrace. Alfred th' unwelcome cause 

Knew of his solemn mood ; knew Rayner's heart 

Glow'd with the love of virtue, and could boast 

Humane, ingenuous feelings, own'd by few. 

Loyal and brave, he rush'd in deathful fields. 

Where danger fiercest rag'd : by his proud train 

High-valued, winning by attractive deeds 

Their zealous love. Now passed the chieftain on. 

His shieldless arm hung idle by his side 

Enwrapt in healing bands, whose folds concealed 

A ghastly wound, pierc'd by a Danish spear. 

Wan was his visage, and sedate he led 

In melancholy guise his shattered train. 

These pass'd, from Rayner soon the Monarch leams 

The sad relation of their dangerous fight; 

And, fiird with gen'rous pity, hears- alarm'd 

The loss of many a warrior-chief, whose place 

The choice of future fields shall ill repair. 
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Last, came the legion from the blooming hills Book 

Of verd'roHS Hants, and from their pleasant homes 11. 
In Vecta's isle, whose healthrdiffusing shores y.tm-^iil 

The ocean laves enamour'd. As they mov'd. 
The King saw griev'd their thinner ranks had borne 
Loss, numerous more than all the powers yet past. 
Arous'd to fear, with eager gaze he sought. 
Siward, their ducal chieftain, wont to guide 
His train with skill peculiar.. Him in vain 
The King explored. With fix'd surprise he saw 
Advancing in his place, a warrior-form. 
Not undistinguished yet by valourous deeds, 
A young, but gallant Thane, — on whose ilush'd cheeks 
Play'd a sufFusive blush, while soft his mien. 
Mingled with modesty, regret, and awe. 
Spoke the keen movements of his troubled soul. 

Edgar was nam'd the chief One sire he claimed 
With the brave hero whose proud host he led. 

Each valiant chief the beauteous Emma bore 

To noble Morcar, pride of Vecta*s vales. 

Each of the widow'd matron was the hope 

And dearest solace. Oft with humid eyes 

She by their side had sat, and fond retraced 

The father*s image in each manly form : 

But one no more her longing eyes shall see. 

Nor ever more her tender-clasping arms 

Welcome returning to his native vale. 

For in the last terrific midnight war, 

O'erpowjr^d by numbers, gash'd with many a woun^ 

While by his side the gallant Edgar fought, 

h2 



St 

(Ah ! death deep4noura*d !) the noble Stwaid ML Book 

Then had shone forth, in all its terrors seen, IL 

A brother's pious fury. Grief, revenge, Tst^S? 

Despair, inflamed at once young Edgar's heart. 

Singly he darted 'mid the thickest fight. 

Of "death disdainful — and while scalding tears 

Burst from his eyes, he like a whirlwind rag'd 

Resistless far and wide : where'er he rush'd 

Death mark'd his blasting course : thro' solid ranks 

He open'd broad his way, while his scar'd troops 

FoUow'd, expecting that one horrid fate 

Should whelm each gallant brother ; but his zeal 

Sav'd from the Pagan grasp the lifeless corse 

Of the lov'd Siward ; difficultly borne 

From shameless insult off the bloody fieUL 

Since had the pious Edgar the remains 

Of his lost brother to a sheltered spot 

Mournfully led, where by a well-known brook 

Hasty disposed, unburied yet it lay. 

Waiting due obsequies fix>m living firiends. — 

Now the sad remnant of that brothw's host, 

Edgar led on : slow pass'd the train ; fer wounds 

Oppress'd their wearied limbs. Soon to himself 

The King invokes the chie( and from him hears. 

Struck with keen anguish, the heartHrending tale 

By Edgar with meek tenderness reveal'd; 

But of the wonders his own arm atchiev'd. 

Nothing elate, or conscious; sole in heart 

Sorrowing that all hb pow'r had not avail'd 

To save a brother Soom the stroke of deaths 
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The King, to pity mov*d acflr^raiiAful Moae 

Of Edgar's mesit, bade with' graceful act 

The youthful wanior take, . as .^unal chief. 

Command supreme of- all the Hum^roufi ho0(;. 

Whom late hw valiant hio&er led to war. 

Proud honour ! yet by all the host recoiv'd 

With joyful vote, deem'd worthiest to suf^y 

Their much-lov*d Siward's place/ Bards maijk.'d the. youth 

Witnesses of his valour, and prepared 

To sing at fertiv^e boards his ihDikl;(»q;»loit& 

Pass'd all Uie pov'is of WemvK, as 4be Kio^ 
Studious had scann'd the vwiQtNs-kfscai'd trcx^ 
So much in force impaired, (alas ! befoin^ . 
To meet so numerous, so fierce -a fee 
Unequal) vain he deem'd the fonder hope 
With purpos'd vengeance. lasUy to pwrsue 
The murd'rous Pagans : vain th' ftttempt, to dare 
With inefficient slrength a lawless foe, 
Flush'd and elate with conquests Much his soul 
Sorrow'd, presaging what a train of woes 
England must sulfer, ere her loyal sons 
Could work her peace; yet pnmipt in thou^t fevlolv^d 
How best with speedy and augmented powr's 
To march to battle, and by fields of war 
To end the Danish ravages/ 

Histhougbls 
Eager to open, and to hear if aught 
Of wiser counsel prudence could suggest, 
Round to the various bands the Mooarcb seaads 
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His waiting heralds, with this embassy « Book 

Charged to each chieftain of the legion'd pow*», II. 

^' First, o'er the field of death the host will pay ^T^^St 

" Due rites of sepulchre to those brave men 

" Fairn in their country's causes chiefs will repair 

•' Where the lamented Siward's lifeless form 

'' Unburied lies : ^ afiierwatd will attend 

^* Council of import in the royal tent." 

Strait o'er the sunny champaign mommful moves' f 

Array 'd, the host, led by their several chiefs 
On tow'rd the fatal field, where lie confus'd 
Th' unburied rejics olT the dead. Here soon 
Busied were all in varied offices. 
And wonted rites sepulchral, that the camp 
And gory field contiguous^ offer now 
To the relenting eye a solemn scene. > 
On every side, o'er all the moving plain, ;, :• 
Warriors and female forms, with tender care. 
Frame for their fellen friends the narrow homes. 
Last debt of piety ! Some bear along, 
High-rais'd on hollow shields, (the bier of war) 
The wounded dead. Others with toil collect , . 
Huge stones and earthy portions, whence to raise 
The hilly mounds, which, o'er their comrades dear 
Heap'd num'rous, may display to future times 
The field of former laughter. Thus, while round 
Soft in their earthy beds the living lay 
The warriors fall'n, and by their side dispose. 
As wont, the spear and shield, the s<^emn priest^ 
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In flowing gannents habited^ pass s]6i^ Book 

On ev'ry hand^ and to departed souls IL 

Invoke almighty grace* The bank tune soft ^^^m 

Their tend'red harps, and raise the fervent dirge. 

And hymns of grief, praising the brave and *good^ > ^ 

Now lost; but not etemdlly: for still 

In blissful climes of peace the good shall meet 

Friends dearest lov'd, and clasp their angel forms 

In undisturVd embrace. Full many form . 

On monumental stones inscriptions mde,: i 

Recordant of a name, or some high deed : i 

Worthy from s6ns of after-times to shace . > 

The meed of glory and undying fkme,-- -' ; :.. 

Soft-breathed, ' a sound of music and^ stBI : song| • > f : n < ^ 

Steals on the ear, from all the tranoed field, 

Confus'd with murmur faint of hush'd lament - -■■ 

The King, attended by his num*i*ous' chiefe 
Moves rev'rent o'er the plain, and of the dead 
Listens the praise, oft to the wild regret 
Of the fond relatives yielding kind balm 
Of soothing words, with prranise that ere long 
They shall avenge these insults, and shall free 
England from all her suff rings. On they pass, • 
Grateftil surveyed by all, with eyes that beam'd 
Confident hope; and now arrive the place. 
Where many potent Thanes and noble- chie6j 
Assembled, spoke not distant far the .corse t . 
Of the regretted Siward. Hither come, ... 
In stationed order, all his warlike train 
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To gtace his obsequies. The dhiefe gire places Boos 

While Edgar, lowly bending, of the dead, II. 

In gory arms stretch'd pallid oa the grouiid» 

Now takes aiast adieu^ :and on hts lips 

Imprints a Ung'iin^.kiss, uhd silent clasps 

The clay-cold form. — Sytnpathy melts each heeal^ 

Low in th* appointed ispot Jim followers place 

The hero dead^ ^and neariiim careful fix 

Shield, spear, and massy iietde-^txe, and si«ievd.f^^ 

Now solemn stillness reigns, while, ev'ry meo, 

To honour the lov'd chieftain, in his shield * 

Bears a small turf of earth, to form Hie ihomdy 

Memorial of the place : and soon appeftrs 

A hill, firm rais*(V : iirhidi itoiud witii mamve fi|piiQ» 

Compassing they s^Mnts-^ hating guard ! 

Sighing as thus they; cliosfe ttheir c^f » renmiiBi^ 

And tell his merits. 

To die poisiye King 
The bards apprdacfar eAd refrentjy to him 
Resign the harp, as wexthiest and ^best sldU'd^ 
Acknowledged prince of bards, to cddi»rate 
The praise of Siward fiill'a. Miid he receiTes 
Th* attuned sympfeony, while eager bend 
The thronging ^iefiaius, iA their dpen'd looks 
Pleas'd expectkion beaming, and each heart 
High-throbbing, comcious that shall kindred fiite 
Lav low their limbsi their ooM remains shall meet 
Like honour; in the sight fif tender fiiends ^ 
Moum'd by a royal hard, and to proud &me 
Raised eminent. The regal minstrel sdon. 
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Uplooking solemn, strikes with practised hand Book 

(Fonder employment of his early youth) 11. 

The mellow'd strings, while thus his swelling voice y^^^S! 
Pours on the listening ear the funeral song. 

'' Soul of departed Siward ! whose cold limbs, 
Pierc'd with proud wounds sighing we jrield to earth» 
Look from thy high abode, and hear thy &me 
Told by surviving friends, to thee once dear. 
Ah! lost to us too socm, translated sfurit I 
Noble has been thy nature, bold in war. 
Kind to thy friends, who grieve thy loss with tears ; 
Merciful ever to the &llen foe. 
And gen'rous. Thou art gone : but we thy worth 
Shall still remember with regret unchanged. > 

Example high to all, haughty defence 
Of thy afflicted country, to the foe . 
Terrible ; thou, with arm of pow'r, wast wont 
To chase the flying ranks in bloody fields 
Of fight, as from the daric-vring'd tempest fly 
The light ships, wrecked along the surging main. 
Thy meteor-falchion in thy lified hand 
Blazing, before thy mighty, dreadful form. 
Legions retired — as crowd the fowb of air, 
Reeling m terror from the sable sky. 
Pregnant with thunder. Underneath thy stroke 
They fell^ with such resbtless force as hurls 
The rock-built castles, when all loos'd to rage 
Thro' the mid sky impetuous whirlwinds sound, 
Which^ casting firom the base their awful bulk, 

Vol. I. I 
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With ruinous tumult fiU the starting valea. Book 

But to the conquered, mild; thy 6often*d sonl II* 

Mercy difius'd aromid, as sheds die sun v. 550-579. 

His meeken'd beams, and cheers the weeping fields^ 

Desolate by the storm. Tho' gone, thy name 

Is ever fresh among us; and when we, 

Thy friends, oompeers in "war, alike shall leel 

Death*s chilling hand, rand shall Uke tihoe be hid 

In dark and narrow tombs, even when moss 

Has cloth'd our turfy .beds^ warriors nnbom 

And long posterity shall grateful sing 

Thy praises. Future bapds shall oft reoeat 

Thy Le, transmitted food {^a^to««mA. 

While ever it xemainB liie ppood delight 

Of heroes, emulous,^ to know and teach 

Songs of past valour. Fat^rs to itheoor sons 

Shall tell thy virtues, till their young hearts faeat 

To die like thee. This mcred place iuU oSt 

Fond they shall visit, stciying *inidi these tombs» 

And think on those who for their country fell. 

This mound with mwe pecoli&r tbey shall point, 

And sighing tell, *^ Here noUe Siward lies." 

Farewell, great spirit; rest in honour; Imcywii 

By all the brave and good to latest timn. 

For bards to future memory gi've stlone 

The good and valiant. Nmie can praise the base : 

They die, to dark oblivion doom.*d : if naooi'd. 

Scorn starts and fixywns. But whto the good man dies, 

What is in death his constant soul should fear l-^ 

Sole for those tender friends im bosom feels, 



Left to bewail his loss. Bill fer bimwl^ Sk)Qi(^T 

HiB soul, from all the csanes^ aad atrifes^ and tftil^ . Ik, ' 

Tiieadof this lower world,, and '^oap'd at \art . . v7^^^ 

From this her fleshly Shetland hpnm of clftjr,. ? • ;/ ,i,. r,,,, ; 
Which bind her paw'ra to eairth^ now sudden ; ^^, . . i ^ i - > . 

Restrained no more, in boundless^viist; cogteo^ :;. , ^,'y 

Her own immortal nature^ ofl^bl^: * . • ' . . * /. > 

In adoration rapt and blissful s^3fM< .,.'. . ;;;,, ,/f 

To roam creation through*, and led . by: s^il;9» . j. . .^ 
Good as herself^ inisatesotf heay'ii^ to p»efQ9r 

God's everlasting secreisf, and partake. t , . i. ;. 

Joys unconceiv'd, happinem without i«iiidi I r, ,. . / j, f, ^ !,!.\ 

Yet tho' exalted thus the pitrted sowU ?• . > ' , ,: . ;.-, nfi H) 

We hero. aire tedb but men^-ni^iir s^idiiiaa yefe- - . it ^,-^^1 

To bodies link'dt— let us then rt«t . lilt^ Q)eQ^ p *^i iVs^'V 

Nor to give way disdaih toi NatuFfrV* fon4» .:, ' .^ . . j/i^ 
Ingenuous feelings, and d^coRMto.ignief: ,:j , » i;.;-. ,;,'>:. ;i;r 

But while thus leibon tius) oiur youiiger/^tmei; .: ./«>i::M.o) 
Probationary, 'strivie with daie to act. ! , ..,,] | 

A good and honestr pad^ Mtd/eaeli man ynA; . ^y> 01 

Perform his proper dUtjjTfi not teiAuMwoeii^ Vs : /^aui ^,; , i;w,(j«/) 

Strongly to ev'ry inaaJbyxmlsciflteeitQli^i; > ? • i^r r' v- ..irilf 
And graciously to men revealed firom heav'n." 

This sung, the'Mooaprchtc^fflielilifitfiiiiigjbflb^ v r * o hnA 

In pensive admiralidk; isiqit^xjre^fearfcii^ > .tit f) »ffio7' ^ i* )i:^ib>{ 
The trembling hafp^im^iB&'hd g6ts^'i9t^i^:fnu <^u iiMnj^-nol) 
These monitory WJrtts^ii^ ' -h ^^'Im'/^:'': ^.; •: firo-i'l ,^>f . . .f 'lo 

r. •: '/'»-HiBtWs>ijfflLth©*t0mteill I')!! .-;;v/ jr. 1 

Inscribe the hero's wontf. ,01B6iitiybnD:cap&^ -: i;; ', }iur:j lO 
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To celebrate in song liis manly deeds. 

And who for such renown would shrink from death ? 

For yoUy ye sacred train, iay*rites of heaven, 

Honour*d by all ; to you the task divine 

Is giv'n, the human mind by your mild arts 

To polish and refine, and thro' the mean 

Of charming melody, ws&m in the heart 

To plant the seeds of knowledge, virtu^ tratb, 

Among a happy peo^e, opened then . * 

To those best channs of peaee, of useful arts, 

And all the sweet delights of sqcial home. 

Ah ! could we speedy ^d the dismal woes 

Of our distracted country, lireed at last 

From these fierce foes; then might our ^better thoughts ' * 

Turn to these geniiLl theM^, this blest employ. 

To spread the stores eif science; and difiuse 

The spirit calm of cheerfiil industry, • . u ; i • 

Commerce, and ord^. Prospeot^to nfiy^soul • ..; .. .; / • 'i 

How dear ! But, no ! th* enchanting irision'now ' • • 

Recedes, and cannot be. ^ • Far odier scenes i . i 

Cranpass us now : all ovr miited thoughts . > w .. , 

Henceforth must cenlier on Idle bloody field.*' . > . o. . 

Rev'rent approach the venerable priests. 
And o'er the HiglhraisfditQnhbideofeBkrpevibfia.i; .. ".w - .. 
Religion's wonted rites. Chief am<t^ theie:-.' ; i < i . > . ; •• ^ i. , . > > i • 
Conspicuous stood^ Aner, the bvoattdt&v^d -inH >: . i; i ! 
Of learning, from Saint David's distant^hrioev i .:\r.i> u ■ ! < 
Nor was not there PiegnuMKU AtdvOovernor 
Of Canterbury's seevnarOriiiibald, .piUD«^ < ( ^^^ .'; j. . . ..^ 
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In« graceful science, ftom politer France. Booc 

AnU' there, surpassing, most , in piety II « ; 

'tStSirTOe^ to propagate Christ's holy &ith, . ^ v.tesUbV 

Counsellor prime of Alfred's earlier youth, ^ . , ; . 

Adulph Saint Neod stood, of kingly race. 

The Monarch's kinsman* He the solemn mass 

Rais'd high, and fervent pour'd th' affecting pray Y 

For the departed chief. Sighs from each breast 

Spoke its warm sorrow* To the King the diie6 ; < . , , 

Yield grateful honour for those moving strains, 

Tenderly soothing the disburthen'd heart 

He other cares, bids now employ their souls. 

And to the summon'd council tboughtfUl speed Vr^ 

That soon.ldl haste to quit the fijeld of ;grief. . ^ 

While Alfred to his side attentire calls 

Osmund, his lov'd associate, whose o^ild heart 

Affectionate he knew, apd ,tp th^.^^M^s .1 

Of polish'd learning (by ,the Mplifttfeh's sijifl ., ,. j. 

Treasure dear-priz'd) awake. Friendly the Kingv. , . 

Tow'rd the woat council, Osmund . by his side. 

Moves with meek grace; AiU.ipany C^ie^and Thifpes 

Attendant round. The Sov're^itp tbi^ fii^,, , i •, f, .., 

Yields ^nfialAtfpi) ^r his absjent son, ; . 

Which to th* afQicted Hero some. faint ray ,| . 

Inspires of dubious hope* And now th^jir,s^(9. 

Have reachU^^pqt i!^y^r'4^ where J?p^^di4i^y^, f,uM t , 

The plumy tufas, of the rqy^.teiit ,. ^ .,(. ,,,,, .,.,.:.,..,, , ' // 

Conspicuous signals. Soon th§ q^fuions shrill ., 

And din of trun[i|^ts .thro^ the conscious camp 

Bcho, as wont^ . ^i s^gi^ pf high consult 
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Awaiting here the King, herakb appear, Bdob 

Eaich firom his charge retum'd, by him di8patali!df XL 

After the battle's rage to mark the route vT 

Of the retiring foe, and in the port- 
By Wareham's crowded shore, to view the state 
Of their full fleet, if lefb in ovder manned. 
And prompt to^ sail, or what diverse intent 
Seem*d likeliest. To* the King himself advanced. 
Each with meek acfi hi& embassy reveals^ 

All enter now within the dome superb. 
Brilliant throughout with shine of lucent lamps, 
Thrown from* the gold^bright roof in pendent range. 

* • • 

The numerous Chieftains, Thanes, and Bishops take 

Wont stations. Reverentia! silence reigns. 

High at the ftur esctteme the Monarch sat» 

Under a fretted canopy. Whence hung, - » :. n > 

Falling in graceful^ folds,* rich tapestry 

Splendid of silk and gokli where female^ hofoids^ 

Had wrought the pictured tales of pristine wars* 

Rising tvith ]grajbefut act, the Moiiarch soon 

His prejudged counsel thdUghtftilly declared. 

" Peers, Chiefs, since nbw with' sof rd^ We have se^ 
The losses of our host, 'our prime concern. 
Or ere avenging . anris Can hope to save : ■ » i 

Our sulTring' cotltttry; must be deem'di that lobs^ 
With adequate supply best to repaih* * ' ' r i • i 
Brave as I know ^611 allV Srid brave the host; 
Yet vain, alas ! ybtlr gen^tous zeal would prove, 
Should we, presumptuous; dkreour leeser force^^- 
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Enfeobled as we see, now to oppose 

Against the thousands whom the swarming North 

Pems #^m her icy moimtains on our plains, v. 697w7«e. 

Increasing still, fieroe as ti^ howl^ig wolves 

That prowl her de^arts;^ and to madness driv'n 

With fancied triumph. 'Twer^ a grievous crime 

That high intrepid valour, which fdisdains 

The deadliest 'dang^f rashly to expose 

To sure destruction. No, roy, n^bl^ rfriends ! 

Your country eyes yoa witjb a trembling hcgp^, 

Sav'd but by you, her last, her only shield. 

How soonest from -each province to convoke 

A force more equal to the hpstUe fppw'rs. 

Thus I advise. Hence let each ducal cluef) 

Departing, seek the. plains that o^n Jbis; sws^. 

None jdistant far ; and there with active «kill 

Summon all freemen. ^o«.sel«ted,t«„gth 

Best suits the field of armsi, tOi Jcpin the war^ 

There by hi^ presence and his hearjt'n^ voice 

.Dispense a courage ardent as his own. 

Till the whole land, by indignation ro;us*d, 

• ■ ■ * 

Shall catch the gen'rous ilame : -and her best sons 

With emulous impatience rush to armSi 

Each chief returning with xpUected pow'rs 

Ere some near day, which our concerting, thouglits 

Shall judge most meet, hence will we march conjunct . 

T' assail with surer hope th' innum'rous foe. 

Who now, (w heralds. certain tidings bring) 

Bends toward Exham's walls his furious steps. 

Intending there to found a settled home, 
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And spoil for sustenance the country round. Book 

Then will we dare whatever form of fete 11. 

Fell danger can oppose : then full exert ^Tn^TsI 

Each his indignant valour^ firm, unmov'd. 

Fearless of numbers ; nor, however unmatched, 

Despair, or foil at last, of victory. 

So, when at length by battles hardly won. 

We conquer the fierce foe, — ^then may our thoughte 

Turn to improve our country, and by arts 

Of gentler kind, compose her to calm bliss. 

Then for my people, children of my care. 

Dear source and end of all my hopes and toils. 

We may behold, in lieu of horrid wars. 

Quiet restored, to ev'ry man secured 

The tranquil comforts of endearing home ; 

Order estabhsh'd ; th' intersected realm 

Into known boundaries parted; and all ranks ' 

Linked in one social chain, that equal laws 

Promulg*d and executed, may dispense v 

Justice at each man's door, and may defend 

To each his right; each of his neighbour's weal 

And conduct watchfiil, knowing himself bound 

Pledge for his fellow's industry, and feith. 

And gen'ral life. Arts, science shall approach, 

Opening the human mind, as spreads the bud. 

Matured by summer suns. Cities shall rise 

Majestic o'er our plains, and fi^equent-rear'd 

Castles to guard their wealth. Commerce shall send 

Her ample burdens to each foreign clime. 

Where £astera India spreads her spicy stojes. 
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Or Northern oceans lave their icy realms 

'Mid shores yet unexplored* by our bold prows 

Soon to be pierc'd and known. Navies shall ride 

August our circlinjg^ seas, and guard our isle. 

Admiring Europe's boast, pride of the world ! 

While o*er our cultured fidids Plenty shall wave 

Her richest stores^ provoking Industry 

Thro* every breast. Religion's ministers^ 

Honoured and copied ifi their decent hves^ 

Shall breathe heaven's tidings of good-will, and peaces 

And joy among mankind; tx> the Supreme, 

(As is most just) glory and grateful praise. 

Till o'er the wond'ring realm, from end tx) end. 

One active &ce of labour and of art 

Shall spread benign and bless the smiling Iftid, 

Rais'd to high dignity of wealth and pow'r. 

And polish'd manners, mild-uniting all. 

While each man under his own roof secure, 

With his own family, shall long enjoy 

Peace and domestic happiness. Oh ! scenes. 

Rapturous to my ^cy as the hours 

Of bliss in heav'n ! These future must become 

Our thought, our daily hope, our ceaseless aim." 

He ended ; and delighted gratitude 
Echo'd around the tumult of applause : 
While smiles and looks intent, with awe sublim'd. 
Thro* all the deep-mov'd synod told the heart ; 
Till tall-uprising, his less thoughtful mind, 
Alwin, with quick impatience thus proposed. 
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*' Reverent, my noble peers, to you I ope Book 

My wishful pui|k)se : let not then my thoughts 11. 

Offend, tho* ncft obeyed. I know the pow'rs . ^'tsSiS! 

Of our proud e^emy in number much 
Exceed our own ; in valour, as I trust. 
Nothing — ^but far our second ; by so much 
Inferior here, that still I count their strength 
Only as match*d — superior I disclaim. 
Therefore what hinders that we instant march. 
Victory undelay'd by fight to gain. 
Scorning new aids, nor lose the proud renown 
And glory, wanting to more equal fields." — 

Sternly he sat, and opposite him rose 
The venerable Herbert; calm, sedate. 
Majestic were his looks : his hoary hair 
Flowed o'er his paler cheeks, as forward bent 
Leaning he rested on his ponderous spear. 
A sudden reverence thrill'd thro* Alwin's heart. 
As on himself he marked the eyes afiix*d 
Of the grave veteran, who his sober thoughts 
To him addressed with words of sage reproof, 

■ 

" Restrain, impetuous chief, thy hasty rage 
And undigested counsel, and revere 
The prudent foresight of itiaturer thought 
Haughty and bold ! th* emotions of thy heart 
Learn to controul, and patient judge awhile. 
Weighing with modest deference. Prudence, still. 
Remember, is true valour's solid base. 
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Say, should we now thy wished advice pursue, . Book 

What other could he deeiri'd the desperate deed, IL 

Than mad to rush upon a yawning gulf. . ^^^Si 

In vain our ruin'd land should then deplore 

Her hrave defenders lost, and look around 

Anxious for new supplies; her other realms 

Now all suhdued ; our*s her sole guardian pow'r ; 

Our's then must &11 the la^ sad sacrifice. 

And England's sons must evermore be slaves ! 

Hence be that dreadful thought ! No, valiant peers ; 

Trust me, the counsel of our noble prince 

None can improve. There wisdom joins, as wont^ 

Her tempered beam with valour's ardent fire. 

Nought need we fear to trust us to the guide 

Of those ^eat talents, which, with lofty eye. 

Overlook ^ach scene, and mark its utmost end. 

Let us. obey then, and prepare to part 

Each foJr his proper plains, assembling there 

Our brave adherents to fi«sh war. The time 

Dem^ds our readiest speed. Let all our thoughts 

Noii^ center on the coming enterprize.'* 

He spoke, and to the listening synod pleas'd 
His words discreet. Applause gave fiill assent^ 
While on the Monarch and the veteran chief 
All rev'rent gaz'd. Which seen, the Monarch rose 
To sum in brief the council's fix'd result — 
When, lo ! wide-bursting, open fly the doors 
Of the fiill tent, and, rushing to the midst. 
Soldiers appear, who tow'rd the Monarch lead 
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Strangers in priestly habits^ Heard without Book 

Instaint a roar of shouts and clashing shieidg IL 

Stuns the dash'd ear. Rise firom their seats the chiefs ^^Sn? 
Amaz*d. Immediate asks the King, linmovM, 
The cause of this strange tumult To him soon 
Answered the soldiers. 

'^ Pardon^ noble prince. 
The zeal of dangerous tidings. As we strayed,. 
Late at the camp's extreme, siHrpriz*d we saw 
Thick-rolUng clouds of das| enlarging rise 
Plain o*er the hill — ^thro' which, distinguished soon, 
Crowds gleamed of men, and steeds, in throngs that seem'd 
Approaching tow'ixl the Camp. Ere long we maxk^ 
Advanced full near^ before the rest, a train 
On flying coursers hasting to the tents, 
Seeming as heralds charged with some emprize. 
Arriving soon, these venerable priests 
Accosted us, and eagerly required 
Before the Monarch to be led, to him 
The purport of their message to reyeaL' 
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Now led before the throne, the priestly train 
With decent mien before the Monarch bow. 
Humble ; when solean thus, the feiiemost spoice^ 
'' Hail, gracious Sovereign ! deem not that the crowds 
Who seek in populous throng thy sheltering camp 
Are enemies : both we and who approach 
Are friends and subjects. ' Doubting test the camp 
Might judge them foes, we charg'd hare lefl their ranks 
T' explain their coming. Miserable news 



Awaits thine ear. Alas» ik Ei^and !-«4o8t, Book 

For ever lost I 'Heay'n*.' ytil^ our crioies incens'd, II. 

Dooms to destroctioa oiut dtwoted land." v. mt-ati. 

■ 

Falfring he paused. To hkn, mAi voiite oompos^ili 
The King : — '' Whatever he ihy denial charge*. 
Speak out : a brave man kiu$1rs aoti ^ die^pair/' 

The priest then answ^if d :*r-^^ While th& dreis^^}; &me 
Of Alfred's routoi p<iwfi»» and IcAgUes of po^Ce 
Violate, o*er th' astonishJdooiiiitirjr'fliissK 
The trait'roiis: Keowtili^. of hk MereiaO) t1m^ 
Has suddenly convened a host immense, 
And now o'erspreading fa}t th^in^yag'd JBiid^ 
They enter Wj^ssKSb ikritjai intent to- jpin 
By £xham*s &ted walls th' ianunieffous ibe. 
Before their futiiras nuurcli^ in pAoic fear 
Fly all the wftttofaod habitaats^ whft i^U 
The tract they Areat to otos^ m ciowd^d mass* . 
Left to the ruin of th* af^uroaolung foe 
The whole dispeopled land^; their emptied homes. 
And fields half-cultur'd. Hither bends their course. 
To thee they fly for shelter and for life :— 
Impatient hasting toward this camp, their sole 
Asylum- — And the Danes who bend their march 
Toward Exham's walls, with carnage mark their steps, 
One hideous path of ruin ! Bursting fierce. 
Broad sabres gleaming in their hands, the doors 
Of ev*ry mansion, plunder, lawless spoil 
Suffice not ; but with mad insatiate xage, 
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They scatter o'er the land 'Te9istle8siire»: 
Towns, villages are wrapt in Hames ! in crowds 
Fly the siqar*d natives from their burning homes. 
While the fell murderers with uplifted swords 
Or gory axes, thro' the streaming streets . 
Lay them defenceless, or pursue their flight ! 
Sad shrieks of agony, groans of distress. 
In horrid discord fill the lurid air ! 
Ruin on ruin threats the reeking land ! 
Just God, forsake us not ! What mortal p6w*r. 
What but thine own almighty arm isA save 
From terrors such as these, far worse than deaUi ! 
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He ceas'd : while o'er his venerable cheeks 
Roird the big-gushing teani. The chiefs, inflamed 
To tenfold indignation, bum to meet 
The traitorous Kenwulph. Grief and pity rend 
Their generous bosoms, with their country's woes 
Heart-strack. Revenge upon the cruel Danes 
Fills ev'ry soul. Eagerly they demand 
That instant may be fix'd the wish'd-for day, 
When all retum'd with new-assembled aids 
May march to battle. ^ Then the Monarch thus. 

*'How swells my bosom, when I see your souls 
Fir'd with new courage, as new dangers rise ! 
Leading such spirits, tho' the Danish host. 
Leagued with unhappy Kenwulph's rebel powers. 
Tripled in number met, nought would I doubt . 
C)f victory. No, my chiefe ! the day shall come 
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When your inpatient raloar shall enjoy .fiooK 

Battle and fall reward; Tonmorrow^fi dawn Ih : 

Sbialiripeed eapfa rducal chief .to hand new aids v^ 9«L^^. 

On his own plains. rTh^se chos'n^ let him condrWit' 

Back to our camp las full-assemUed train ; 

That ere the fifth deujl*. dkttes, we may hail 

The last retura^'d. So the.9ixth moraujig*$.sun ' *" 

Proudly shall view our ei^)9r banner^ wave, 

Marching to save from, misery 9nd dearth. 

Our long-insulted^ country,~Tto atchkve . 

Triumph, and glory, ' liberty^ ahd peace. 

Meanwhile a band t)f seamen to our. lleet . j . 

Escorted, shall adapt our naval po](K'r$, 

To meet in battailous array the, iqe, 

Prompt now, with all their numerous, ships, to part 

From hence (so heralds: oertaui; ;tidiQg3 bring) . . : 

Tow'rd Exham's shores^^-^But. tiftv occasion bids . 

That kind we meet these miserable crowds 

Approaching, and within our sbelt'ring camp 

Dispose them safe. This done, as long fatigue 

Since midnight's diismal bour has wo^i^ our l^mbs 

That need refreshment, and the shades of eve. 

Mind us of rest, within this spacious tent 

Meet we ere long to share the genial feast. 

When wine, and songs of bards^ and .conyerse sweet. 

Shall sooth fatigiie, and hepil the toils of wflx. 

Till th* hour of sleep arrive, and lap our frames 

In strong repose, fitting the new^brac'd limbs 

Vig'rous to p^rt ere the first morning shine/' 

This said, the council strait the King dissolves, * 
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And, from his throne descenliinig^, thro' die imidbt ^ - ' Boot 

Passes, while all th' uprising chie6'liis deps 11. 

Follow commoy*d, and thro* the thronging camp 

Disperse with haste, till at the &r extreme 

Arrived, they view, beyond the subject vale. 

The crowds immense, yet pouring o*er the plains. 

Disordered; while, deep^choing, various sounds 

Swell in the burdened gales* Soon o'er the vale 

Their num*rous van advancing, shouts of joy 

Gratulant rise from all the spreading throngs 

Ev'n to their fiunter rear, glad to behold 

Their shelter within view. — As when a fleet. 

Homeward returning from the isles of Ind, 

Escaped at last from rocks, and shoals, and stoit&% 

Pours o'er its decks the crowding mariners. 

Hailing with shouts that drown the irarges* roar 

The gleaming prospect of tiieir native shoras. • 

And now the multitudinous populace ^ 
Reach full the camp, and with kh' enquiring host 
Hold answering converse, that the mingling nois* 
Ot thousand vmces murmurs o'er the plain ; 
While near th' attentive Monarch eager throng 
Grey venerable sires, and hoary priests. 
Peasants tend citizens, and comely youths. 
And beauteous females, bearing in their aims. 
Or leading by the hand, their helpless babes« 
Pale with fiitigue were all, tod taany pierc'd 
With painful wounds, dealt by th' infuriate foe. 
All fondly gaze, tears swelling to their eyes. 



On the lov'd King, and grateful blessings pour Book 

On him their sole defence^ their only hope. II. ' 

Their sad laments the King^ with pity hears, vf^^ion 

Revolving unappaU'd his country's woes ; 
Then strait commands his host the exil'd throng 
Throughout the tents to lead, and to recruit 
With entertainment due. The host obeys. 

'Twas eve, and in the west the broadened sun, 
Calm-Getting, o'er the varied landscape threw 
His purpling beams, 'which cm the bumish'd s^el. 
That cloth'd the moving troops reflected fiiU, 
Enwrapt the warriors as in sparkling flames ; 
While from boieath th^ ruddy helmets streamed ! : . . 

Their shadowy tresses in Ae evening galea. . 
Loud warlike musics and the sounding tread 
Of multitudes, the neigh of prancing steeds^ 
The noise of lowing herds, the bleat of flocks, 
Sweird the full tumult, that responsive far. 
With mingling echoes^ hill and valley rang ! 

Th' attentive Monarch bids, thro' all the camp. 
His chieflains pass : nor &il the troops t' exhort 
Full from the festive taUe to partake 
Mead and deserv'd repast, their slacken'd strength 
To animate ancsw. Himself prepares^ ; 

To meet his chieflains at the regal board. 

Obeisant soon, amid th' illumin'd tents 
Pass the chief heroes, and with welcome voice 
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Salute the feasting bands. Uprise the guests Book 

Rev'rent around, of various groupe composed, ; IL 

Martiali — but, Uke those hospitable scenes v!m^vm. 

Domestic, when mild peace at hallow'd times 

Kept jubilee, where unaffected shone 

Joy and serene benevolence. There sat 

Warriors in glitt'ring armour, tythings all . . 

Of friends, colleagued each gloriously to die 

For other. Frequent intermixed, the face . ^ 

Of beauty shone, scatt'ring around sweet smiles 

That charmed the sense of pain or thoughts of war. 

Bards there in honour sat, and shot around 

Glances keen-fix*d, to mark whoe'er in fight . 

Rush'd dauntless, and prepared his song of fame; 

Or, sofl'ning to delight, beheld the looks 

Of virgins, sidelong bent upon the youths 

Best-lov'd, with speaking gaze. Harps thrilling struck 

Tones, full-responding to the solemn voice 

And rapt eye, rais'd to utter bold exploits, 

Crown'd with no fistding glory : then, dissolved 

To melting languishment of sweetest airs. 

Plained the lamented fate of . iriends/ ho more 

To mix in battle, or at eve. to cheer •. . 

The feast with pleasant voice, now hush'd in death« 



Converse succeeds : their Monarch's grand desifgns. 
His past atchievements, and his patriot toil$> < * 

Dangers, and battles fought, — his hard escapes, 
England's much-alter^'d face^^i since first his hand 
The regal sceptre pois'd :— ^these thro* the tents 
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From ev*iy raptured tongue 4raw grateful praise. Book 

The soldiers thus each other's sweUing liearts IL 

Rouse to high ardour and devoutest love ^I^SotT. 

For their insulted country, eager all . . 
To follow the lov'd King to glory' or death. 

These^ thus employed, the chieftains leave, and seek 
The Monarch's tent, there to enjoy, as wont, - 
The sumptuous feast. Here entering, they behold, 
Well-pleas'd, th* exuberant board with grateful meats 
Spread, and ambrosial mead, and sparkling wines* 
Splendid along the princely table shone 
Vases of gold, with massy services 
Of silv'ry pomp ; and (dazzling-bright as gems 
Or orient pearls) fair glassy ornaments. 
Invention new and prized, reflecting wide 
Lights in their brilliant shapes, tasteful disposed. 
Round the wide-affluent board the heroes take 
Thfeir order'd place : Bishops rever'd,- and Thanes, 
The female train, wives, matrons, beauteous maids. 
And venerable bards, in station due. 
Commingle. At the head the Monarch sat 
Crown'd, and his manly limbs array'd in arms 
That blaz*d with royal lustre. Him beside. 
On either hand, (th* accustomed kingly meed 
Of gracious favour) took their envied seats 
Two hoary-headed bards : eye-witnesses 
Of many a brave exploit in foughten fields. 
Now living in the sacred rolls of fame. 
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Rising, the King salutes his seated guests. Book 

Welcoming all : the followers* proudest boast, II. 

Thus at their leader's crowded board to share vT^^u^ 

Magnificent regale, whom equal pride 
And joy inspires, thus round him to survey 
The powerful chiefi, dearer from dangers past 
Near each are laid their spears, and orbed shields 
Pictured with effigies diverse, proud marks 
Of prowess pers'n^ : or descent superb ; ^ 

And various-crested helms, with wavy plumes 
Overhung. The heroes share the feast: with joy 
Proceeds the strong repast ; the cheering winea 
Copious go round, and, in libations rich, 
Nectareous mead« Virgins, where'er they sit, > 
(Proud honour !) joyfully dispense to all 
Plenteous refreshment, and in brimming qups 
Hand sparkling drink, offered with sweetest smiles. 
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Far at the opposite extreme, appeared, 
Majestical, the Queen ; and, by her side. 
The Monarch's sister, Ethelfteda, kite 
The wife of Burthred, Mercians King, now dead, 
Driv'n by the crael foe to foreigi^ shores. 
They their attentions mild, and aflbbk 
Endearments, liberal with answering looks 
Difluse around, and graceful animate 
The feast. Entranced is ev'ry warrior's heart 
To calm oblivious joy, won by the charms 
Of beauty, festive mirth, and genial &re. 
The full repast remov'd, meekly the King 
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Upvntes, and a golden goUet, crQwn'd Book 

With meadv exalting; first to he^vin Ttim0s^ . i . If . ' 

Ttl3Bfisr'due for aU its.gDodnffss^.floleiamitJwa . < ^m^^ 
Utters tlie fond mesaofial* Sorrow's (ql^im; ... 
** Peace to the spuls of heroee^ &1JI;&;ab, fight 1" '. ! 

Then tastes, and rev'r^nt to Im left, comfi^i: 

Extends the cup, ynj^ fyrf»nt raptuffis :pW8l4; .; ; { ,, .♦ 

And pious love around f^Ehe ciaBS«;of; 899g»| . . i 

At wonted interval, prppaffe with awe; ^ - 

To strike the living lyre, ptwpt each to pour 

Alternate rhapsody, potent taJift , . . 

Chiefs to unfeding glory aiad irodPirBp 

Whomever theji;iffi6red tod d«epHH4teQ'di btys,< , : >< i i , 

Not venal, butto idftue onlyX>pe, 

Shall deign to celebrate^ Soon stealing ri80 

Along the taken s^Er, from dulcet stxia^ . : 

Ushering a sound .epB^cimi^ of sWqeti^ klHQg$il i . 

Symphonious prelude ttid delicioipa toneiiy 

That sooth to tremblii>g audience andfami^^ 

The raptur*d ear. Which chbrmed breakb dilKis' d# 

Anon, deep-resodanf; fuHnvwuipgi ihfe^n^ . 

Swell at command the pof#'rliil>voito^ and aludte 

With flying tumult all th- impefocnis harp,^ 

Rouzing to awe and joy the hearfc-mov^d diie&;: 

While from the gifted niiouth they hear rttoniid. 

Names high and varioos, each -succettding! each^- . r 

Calling the rapt attention to gruid themes r i >:i • 

Of warriors, big with patriot^fire, and fields* . 

Won by their arm, and mightiest deeds of .fitme. 

No ear was vacant^fi fixfd reverence* ^ : x 
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To li>t what heroes won envied acclaim. Boosf 

Hi5:H4hrobb*d eacb heart, and ev'ry cheek betrayed II. 

l\im>tions strong, — swift-crimson'd, or all*pale, TTufSiea 

As varj'ing passions sway 'd,— of eager hope, ' 

War. or the flush of trembling joy. They staug 

Alfred, in raptures niuHiform: thee too, 

Osmund, the frieridof learning; and in light • 

Terrible: nor less loud their songs * repeat' * • : : '• 

Oddune, and Herbert, Rayn^r, Athelard^ • 

(Athelard captive, or in battle dlain) 

In strains diversified with majesty 

Resistless, and transfuse to lofty 's^na(g ' 

Triumphal pomp* ;THen ffrM . to' glorious 'fcQu^i >.:t : , .i w. / 

Edgar, the youthful chief; and Hiarold, Thairie 

Valiant and modest, high were fais'd, and drevi 

Welcome applause from all the festrve board/ 

Honoured was then ti(e kero,'brave iMVt rash, 

Alwin. Thee, Siward, tcto tliey plained, so late' - 

Wont with unenvying ear te list the praise 

Oi noblest heroes^ or in dreadful fields 

To spread wide palhs fi>r Vic-try*s goiy wheels ; 

Ah ! falVn, and' in the \eafth*s cold 'bosom ^Ididr' 

These sung, composed to melting cadence, soonr t 

Changes the furious >stoniiy din* of wmr 

Tosoflest mel<kly, that breath'd the praise ' 

Of female virtue, and the winning chami ■ 

Of unassuming beauty, sweetest then, . - r( .^f:; 

While in the tender offices of loVe 

Meekly employed ;. sedulous to deceivet* * 

Anguish of bloody fields, or cheer with hope 
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The &^ubt and gloom of melancholy thought,^ < ' Book: 

Be^ so6th*d by social comfort, and the smile IL 

Ut fond and female love. Gea6*d now th^strains i v.ii6i-.u89. 

Of voice ab[d music, pleas'fl^ the King; as wont^ 

Present^ to^ tech -gldtt^^drdfia^glitCm v 

The meed of honour,--^bracelets of pure gold, . ^ 

Or pendent chains to grace the sacred noi^ck., : ' 
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Pleasing discotl^ ftlteril^dtt»Stb»iihm»ig cupi&;> 
Fiird honorary to deservingiBMrfCS,?^ • : :' 
Or votive wishes of high entei^prie^: .i^ 
The King adjoift* his grateful praise ta those 
Heroes whose deeds 'h^ve^ won the mi^'^ bardfi^ 
Judges and witfiessed of VaiieCntHd^eds.' -J '*> r. ri ci.iJ J w.j 
Edgar, new-honor'd name, inciting warm 
By acts of Worth st?ll t&v«tsuii his fame, ' i' • 

Cheers too the sadder Osmund with fofid liope 
^oon to regain his Athelaiil, ckidflar'id 

To all. /- ^li -:::i ,jr' '• j'"* : • r{<^''' ^- r- ' • 

T)|e battle-^ oohduct,' its strange tumis nr. 
And various fortane, ^ each '9rom{>t tmigue . employ. 
With question apt and fulL ' * The * Danish chielfe • 
Charactered tempers, and iheir diffisring views - . > ^ » 
Educe observant iiniereneei' Were recalPd - •! I ic; ; : ' 
The Danish leaders' de^«i3;^^iiaw Oskital,^ 
Devote to slaughter, avarice, and lust, * 
Had led to spareless) havoc ; that-^by hiin i 

Urg'd, the bold Amund, bsed in storms aind :wfem, * ; 
Had sack'd the camp; in. battle* and in blood 
Exulting. Guthrun, kingly-brave, -had iir'd; - 
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To >•-» V ' ...^^ oi" wiiii ordeath,' 

^.^ .ivH.>t» KK tynfcT-irf 'palaces . tv:iiti;3Sf. 
/ . , . vt^u I c KVAjjufc as avfordm MbbA, gorerbftth'<L . 
.\ JWVV.J ihewekingieattb; wliSchs*^^^ they beuIU i 
An i;lor> s jmr|J< ooucht aiiddeem'd this-Ufe . 
Well was exchanged £3r neyer-anding joys* 

This heard, tjiq rfir^ of glory, «iid ofiivirtufi. i. - i ,., ; < 
Apparent seeds, the' in an enemy, yl -i - '> u v .. . ! :: 
Misled so fatally, and to bad.e^d . i * : . i [., , ♦: 

Perverted, from the thoughtful, Monardi dteif ' ' r\ : 
Sighs, and tljt^.wjft'wflgjgtow 0(f,)»|M^ ,3^ i ; r. : , : 

Which thus in moving q«ceafcsjfi»ltejiii» hrokft-rr ! : . ;: r , 

" Oh, strange belief^l. wihioh thfifwwender'dsoui 
Prompt thus to tyield I'up life^^ /aiidi set 41 ndiight )/*.<:: 
All quiet, social bliss; biBtitfiidtfe.fiddai}/ >i:f if >:/i </) r . 
Anguish to scorn and torment, and invite. 
With earnest .JAnging^ wounds .and. death-t^inrhc^ 
Hence sure to fseifle^thejtey thatioped to>i^oiMft^ r ^ r >. s St., 
Of happiest ^^jl^^ whfiltf in)€lO|1ip9tt5ri *: n ^ij ; ; m..; , ' 
Of gods and hei«)^/ ^ie(y Jn^^ ij :>;? r-i '^ 

Battles and feasts, l6IIiatt>tltffieVi^orlds«haIl endu . ; i) . • 
In universal war. — Qh^xk^odliil fiaykV)!> .].!'.•• . i ; 
Powerful as terrible ! thaifeiiilbtwith £»r:: ; . f. :.v;! . 
Of any death, save by the«iworii's,;fell'fltirafc^ i* / <*J 1 >i . 
Prohibited bji.iiireate of: endless hvod, .^ :i:iirr * • ' I a- i 

And unrepriev'd abode in worlds ^paiin> ; -i i i • ' ' 
Till all creation pefi*h.-^hese bdiefsi ' . . f . " 
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Rien4er so hard of victory, or , firm leagues Book 

Our much-deluded foes. Guthrun, their King» II. 

(S«HPe*4io ignoble leader) owns a soul, vlllTSSS. 

AIT awe and prostrate reverence ibr the^e gods, . 

And scenes of fictions glory; : burning still 

T' expel Christ's peacefiil faith, and in. its st^ead 

Plant in our isle these horrid mysteries : 

Of Christian precepts, mild and heav'nly true, 

Alas, unconscious! t Doctrjf^s, which alixie [ ' 

Are potent to persuade anfi cucb. fierce man 

From savage violence, and can alone 

Melt the composed soul to love sincere 

Of tranquil peace, difius'd benevolence. 

Affections kind and virtuous — rduties dear — 

These sole endear and gladden life, and fit 

The soul for bliss, (not strange or unprepared) 

In worlds where peace and love inutiortal reign. 

Unhappy people ! wandering from your homes . 

In quest of wars and death — Ah ! could we once 

Banish these douds^^f error, and inform 

Your minds capacious with juSt rap of truth; 

Then might we hail you brothers, and of foes 

Hiding the name, forget these cruel wars; 

Bosom you as one family,— as firiends 

United to restore England to peacp^ 

And found her happiojes^ her deathless glory." 

Emotion fill'd the listening chiefe, ^ill bent 
To hear, tho' Silence lent awhile soft pause 
. To thought. — Next, Kenwulph's league and prime xf 
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Attract discourse, by many execrate. Book 

By Rayner with meek pleas gently excused, 11. 

And by the pitying King lamented more ^^Spl. 

In sorrow than in anger. Him the Thane 
Hianfrid once had known, and now describes 
Ambitious and sel^wiird, for treason ripe» 
Ere yet in open war he breathed defiance. 

Pass'd in such converse, wanes the lengthened night ; 
And now the feding lights, measuring the hours^ 
Beckon repose, and whisper balmy sleep. 
Whose soft embrace may scatter freshened strength 
On limbs overwatched, and picture pleasing dreams; 
When, meek-uprising, the delighted guests 
Token departure ; and to Alfred yield 
Heartfelt adieus. The venerable priests 
Forebode heaven's blessing, and dispense around 
Solace and hope. Bards augur proud success. 
Retiring. Soon the regal tent all leave, 

Pleas'd and much sooth'd in thought, and with deep awe 

Inspired to apprehend the grand designs 

Of their high Monarch, with benevolence 

And majesty sublim'd. Harsh discontent 

No bosom haunts, save of the vainer Thane, 

Hianfrid. He gloomy and sad retired. 

Troubled in heart, by rankling envy torn. 

To hear young Edgar, Harold, and high names 

Of valiant chiefs displayed by willing bards. 

His own unsung. Brooding malevolence. 

And hate, and sour suspicion, on he pass'd. 
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With solitary step, where his high tent Book 

Stood glimmering. II. 

Thro' the stiller camp had ceas'd v. 1276-1305. 
Harps and the song of bards, and slumberous rest 
Inclined the wearied host, as tow'rd their tents 
The chieftains pass dispersing. Reigns hush'd peace. 
Solemn and calm» Night lifts her sober veil, 
While all th* innumerable train of stars, 
A glittering canopy of soften'd gold. 
Spangle heav'n s azure vault, and to the moon, 
^ Full-orb'd, diffusing from her silent throne 
A flood of argent light, yield homage due. 
Each in his sphere, in various glory cloth'd. 
Mingling their tributary radiance. 
Now in the tents, o'er each helm-pillow'd head. 
Sleep shook her velvet wing, on each clos'd eye 
Scatt'ring oblivious dews. Around the camp 
Pac'd slow the stationed watches, of each sound 
That distant mov'd the dim-expansive air 
Ccmscious. While now o*er shapes obscure, and shades. 
Night urg'd her sable car in slow advance. 
Seated with Silence, her eye-fix'd compeer, 
Not unemployed angelic essences. 
Vigilant walk'd the earth, or pierc'd unseen 
The curtained tents, fraught each with heav'nly chajcge. 
Before the sleeping, ^iik^. to present 
Auspicious dreams ;— ror gently fan the lids 
Of wounded heaviness, till sealing rest 
Obedient came, and lock'd in rapturous peace 

pain;--^r, «Jann^^^iug}>^,^ 
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The glimiiierjii^ landscape with brigiit ken, to guard BoOl; * 
Danger approaching. II. 

Thus the j^radual/ Night \At^is^^ 

Recedes, till rosy Morn at length unfolds ' ' 

Her saBron banner in the eastern skies, 

.... , 

Borne by the hours before the dazzling cur 

Of Phoebus, ri:>ing fvoirt the peafl-hung couch 

Of Amphitrite, and Ocean's coral boWrs^— ' 

Thro' every tent upspring the jocund troops. 

Fresh as Aurora's dews. The steel-girt chieis 

Assemble soon before thd royal tent^ ^ 

Ere the first lark had tun'd her matIn«-song 

Under heav'n's sapphire portals. • Theto awaits 

Alfred, already arm'd : and greeting glad 

Receives each sprightly hero. Age now feels 

The glow of youth. Thronging around appears 

Beauty in loveliest mied, where softened looks 

Decorous told the feeling heart, that grieved 

The warriors* parting, and, suffused in tears 

Of fond aSection, b&de to each adieu ! 

Tears, soon dispersed by solace of return 

Promised, with multitudes of summoned aids. 

O'er the surrounding hills to be beheld 

Marching in state to music's Warlike sounds. 

Ere five times down the western sky the Sim 

Descending, shall illume the gold-veil'd waves. 

Or bid grey Twilight 'giii his shadowy reign. 
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The Monarch last each parting hero greets 
With accents valedictory, and tells 
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What purposed cares the vacant interval Book 

Shall occupy, till their desired return ; II. 

Chief, to adapt for arms the stranger crowds v. 1335—1349. 

Newly arriv'd, and into order'd bands 
Array their chosen youth : then to restore 
By active toil, and forage best, the camp.-^ 

Thus cheer'd, and of their destined embassy 
Instruct, the ducal chiefs^ escorted proud 
Each, by his chosen train, on neighing steeds 
To their known provinces begin their way ; 
Haird each by rising shoots from all the host. 
Witnessing their departure. With fix'd eyes 
These mark their course, till their last glimmering forms. 
Fading ip distance, melt to vacant air! 
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BOOK III. 



ARGUMENT OF BOOK lit 

Part of the Danish army^ under the command of Gtithrun^ fuis arrived at 
Exeter, and encamped there, lie surveys tfie works. The remaining bands, 
who have been employed in pillaging tfie country, successively arrive. The chiefs are 
welcomed by the bards with songs, suited to their several characters. The whole 
army being at length convened, the three Generals, Guthrun, Oskital, and Amund, 
address them in turn. Sacrifices to the principal gods, adored by the Danes, are 
commenced near the outskirts of the camp^ at wfdch the bards, or priests, of each 
joffidate, and sing appropriate hymns, according to the Gothic mythology. 
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vtUTHRUN, meanwhile, the Pagan King, had borne 

Afar his populous legions, and the pow'rs 

Chief of the Danish host, where rose the walls 

Of Exham, station pre-consult. To him 

As Sovereign General, had the charge devolved 

Fit place to choose, and in warlike array 

Mpxshal the new encampment. His pitched tents 

Extended o'er commanding heights, that sway'd 

The subject town, and port, and champaigns rich, 

Wash'd by the waters of smooth-rolling Exe, 

Whose ample bay he destined should ere long 

Feel his innumrous navy ride her waves, . 

Transported hither from Dorsetian shores. 

As yet in bands dispersed, the other powers 

Arrived not, but, wide-roving, ravaged fierce 

Each intervening province, unopposed. 

These, with their gathered wealth, heralds had now 

Sammon'd to join the camp, whom their prime King 

Awaited^ where he lay, spacious intrenched, 
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Maturing deep designs, his constant reign Book 

To fix in England's isle, and o'er ber plains, IIL 

Fertile and fair, his wandering colonies • 
To stablish in continuous home, and hence 
Banish Christ's peacefiil faith ; but in its stead. 
To found among her native race, subdued, 
Religious rites that breathVl perpetual wars, 
Deem'd the sole gate of everlasting bliss, 

Pond'ring these aims, studious he had explor'd 
His peopled camp, which to th* alarmed eye 
Might seem to bosom space» immense no less 
Nor vast, than those huge Babylonian walls» 
Chaldea's fam'd metropolis, the work 
Regal of high Semiramis, whose wide 
Circumfrence girt afar its gUtt'ring ho/6s. 
And on whose top chari<^ in festive games 
Magnific pass'd^ by wond'ring nations gaz'd. 
Flush'd with supernal triumph, all the host 
Glow'd for new wars and victory: fury filM 
Their laboring breasts, as o*er the widespread tract 
Active they toil'd. 

Conspicuous in the midst 
Rose the high tent of Gutfarun, honoured King^ 
Glittering with royal sfdendor. Near upraised 
Aloft, dark-stream'd, rolling in awful waves 
Along the shudd'ring air, the standard vast^ 
Big with the holy raven's conscious form. 
Forth from his pomp-swol'n mansion, issu'd proud 
The sovereign leader. Kingly was bis shape^ 
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And mien majestic, as with haughty strides Boos: 

Towering h6 came, in steely armour hid. III. , 

Profuse of gold. Shook by his stately steps 

Slow wav'd the sable plumes, that overhung 

His brazen helm, with honourable diots 

Of war inflicted deep. His masiy spear 

Firm'd his gigantic stature, sway'd with ease* 

His pond'rous falchion, by his belted side 

Swung massive, as he stalk'd. His princely train 

FolloV'd of numerous bards, and sacred scalds. 

Whose flowing beards, time-«ilver'd, in each heart 

Struck deepest veneration. Eich they mov'd. 

With gifls munificent adom*d of gold 

And splendid spoils, meed of illustrious song. 

Or sage instruction in deep mysteries 

To high-bom chiefs ; what gods in hour c^ need 

Friendliest invoked, holy reraemb'rance clum. 

Attended thus, the Monarch Gen'ral moves 
Amid his armed host, and eyes their works. 
Various. Their maUed am.our e«^e»t sprent 
With clotted gene, (signs of direibughten fidds) 
Answered in union to their stem aspect 
And lofly stature, that bespoke the soul 
High and imperious. Busied on eadi hand 
Some rear or deck their wailike homes, or dig 
Mounds, or uprear broad banners to display 
Where habitate superior chiefi, who spread 
The sumptuoos /feast : .others construct vast stores. 
Capacious of provtsion,. forage, steeds. 
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Add needful armour; some with awe devout Book 

Raise high the chaste-flowefd altars, whence shall rise III. 
Smoke of rich victims to propitious gods. v. 78— loe. 

Thus o'er the tract immense unnumbered cares 
The rapt attention draw, all b«nt to form 
Abode commodious for the present iiost 
And legions fast advancing. By his troops 
Ador'd, th' imperial chief toil's wearied brow 
Sooths with kind hope of proud regale, and song. 
Spoil, and extatic revels, giv'n to cheer 
Heroes, devote to war : " His brave compeers, 
" Worthy of Odin and heaven's martial joys, 
^' Shall meet no common death abhorr'd, but thrown 

Cover'd with wounds along the gory field. 

Swords high-^uplifled in their dying hands. 

Shall yield with smiles of bliss their panting souls, 
" Soon borne to Valhall by wing'd messengers 
*' In glorious cars. While Bards shall ever sing 
'' Their names, recorded in triumphant strains 

To endless ages. England soon shall feel 

Her conquer'd plains, to other worthier sons 

Allotted, and her fertile regions shared 

In equal spoil by heroes fit to sway 

Imperial sceptres, who continuous war 
** Provoking, shall enjoy glory and fight 
"' Eternal. Soon his anxious wish expects 
'' Return of all the parted legions^ wide 
' Roaming o'er fields unsack'd, and realms new-won ; 
^*^ Soon too awaits hosts join'd in fed'ral league 
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'' From Mercians peopled vales, owning the sway Book 

'* Of Kenwulph, tributary King, subom'd III. 

Their vassal-stave. Nor dormant was his hope v-iw— 133. 

Soon o'er yon subject waves to mark the prows 

Of Danish fleets in pomp triumphant glide.'' 



it 
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Thus cheering his brave followers, to the King 
Heralds arrive, announcing near at hand 
liCgions approaching o'er the plain's dim verge. 

Joy iterates from mouth to mouth : their works 
Depos'd, forth issue the thick-swarming troops 
To hail their fellow warriors witii applause. 
By vict'ry won. , 

As when in some deep vale 
From out their laboured nests, hung o'er the roots 
Of ancient oaks that ^hade some hollow grot. 
The wild bees pour innum'rous, lur'd by scent 
Of thyme fresh-springing, and with blended noise 
Borne shadotwy on the noon-tide air serene. 
Wake Silence sleeping in her mossy cave. 

Bards take their full-strung harps : the aged priests 
And holy prophetesses willing join 
The glad procession. In the midst aloft 
UnroU'd its awful burthen on the wind. 
Bright in the sunny glare of radiant noon, 
Th' imperial banner, to the fervent eye 
Displaying, as it shook, ominous signs 
Of exultation. Distant on the sight 
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Banners responsive gleam'd : coruscant blazed Book 

Armour : the din of trumpets from afar III, 

Smote tlie glad ear, or neigh of steeds, or shout 
Triumphant. 

Near advanc'd, a train immense. 
Steed-borne, or marching under helms and spears, 
Cover'd.a flamy tract. Before them wav'd 
A snow-white standard, 'mid whose silky iblds 
The pictured war-horse seen, bespoke the troops 
Of Amund, princely hero. From the rocks 
Of sacred Funen, where the city old 
Of Odin lifts her towers, and hears around 
Tempests roU'd thund'ring firom the Baltic waves ; 
Or where the Sound torments his foamy isles, . 
Haughty the warriors came, of stature vast. 
In aspect terrible, their tempers wild 
And savage as the scenes that nurs'd their bulk. 
Selected from their chieftain's rich domains 
In many a crowded ship their pow'rs had pass'd, 
An ample third of all the fleet immense 
That o'er the laboring seas to England's coasts 
Swarming arriv'd. Before their cloudy van 
Borne on his lofty steed, their mighty chief 
Came tow'ring, arm'd in threefold brass, o'er whidi 
The hair-clad skin of some wood-monster slain 
Grasping the helmet in its wide-op'd jaws 
Hung mantling; like that dreadfiil vest that cloth'd 
Alcides, in Nemaean forests torn 
By strength resistless from the Lion fell. 
Invulnerable to dint of armour, dropt 
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In vengeance from the Moon*s eclipsing orb. BooR 

Before the hero blaz'd his sun-like shield, III. 

Whose flamy weight uplift veiPd to the neck v. i64-.i««. 

His dreaded form, and with circumference low 

Protected half his steed, terrific sway 'd. 

As that Gorgonian targe, by Pallas borne. 

Where hung Medusa's snaky locks, that froze 

Th' infatuate gazer into senseless stone. 

Powerful he mov'd approaching ; him behind 

The thick ranks, deep-advancing, glar'd : he seem*d 

Likest the sable spirit of the storm 

That leads at midnight o'er the shrinking sea 

His fire-edg'd clouds, whose wombs overcharged explode 

Incontinent meteors. Him th' admiring crowds 

Welcome aloud, and wave their helms. The Bards 

Strike full their sounding harps, and pour the song. 

« 

" Hail ! Amund, great and brave, thunder of war. 
Come on thy fiery steed, welcome to feasts 
Of Heroes, songs of Bards, and Virgins' smiles. 
Satiate of slaughter, Vict'ry sleeps awhile 
In her hot blood-<iash'd car, and gives the reins 
To her tir'd charioteers. All have beheld 
Thy prowess : all adore the valiant : none 
Praises the coward : heroes from their sight 
Chase him who flies in battle. But thy arm 
Hurl'd storms amid the flying ranks, more fierce 
Than winds that rock Norwegian hills, and burst 
Sea-hoUow'd caverns. Mightiest Thor survey'd 
Thy spear far-shot, and deem'd the thunder's bolt 

Vol. I. o 
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Had scap*d his belt of pow'r^ whose touch dejects Book 

Mountains with all their woods, and in the sea III, 

Uprears new islands. Heav'n's almighty King, vmIs^^ 

Odin, All-Father, in his flamy car 

By tygers drawn, high-seated, mark'd thy deeds, 

A)s on thy snorting steed, whose nostrils smok'd 

Pestilence, thro' the shrinking foes thy sword 

Rag'd in the shock of bucklers, while thy voice 

Louder than ocean, lifted to the stars, 

Hearten'd thy thousands in the paths of death. 

Then ValhalPs Prince omnipotent with joy 

Pointed thy course to Frea, his great Queen, 

Whose equal empire shares with him the slain. 

And bade his winged Valkyries, aloft 

Hov'ring to chuse the braye, see and admire 

Thy furious devastation. Thee they haiPd 

With glad acclaim, the chief who fi>r heav'n's Sire 

Strews fields with heroes, and his foes in heaps 

Leaves as a smoking feast for ravenous kites. 

That lur'd by scent of slaughter from afar 

Wade o'er the bloodnsoft battle-field, and glut 

Their hungry beaks in flesh ; a living tomb. 

With stride imperious stalking o^er the dead. 

Lo ! at thy bold approach, the holy bird 

Flapping his sable wings, utters proud joy 

And shakes the fated standard with delight 

Hail ! warrior, worthy in immortal fame 

Glorious to Uve : awhile to fight on earth, 

England's abhorred terror; then to die 

In the grim press of slaughter, sword in hand. 
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A hero's welcome death : thence soon upborne 
In Odin's car to his wide-glitt'ring halls. 
Heroes^ thy Fathers, firom their brilliant thrones 
Rising shall greet thee. All Valhalla's Bards 
Shall strike their choral symphonies, and lifl 
Thy name^ co-equal to assembled Gods/^ 

Priests and the sacred prophetesses bend 
Lowly before the chief, and lead the way 
Full to the camp, amid the martial noise 
Of harps, and trumpets, clarions, and the row 
Of bellowing drums. The hero bending hails 
The vast processicm with obeisance meek^ 
And greets the Bards. Under the wary shade 
Of flapping banners came the legion host 
Of Amund, bearing high on thronging steeds 
Vast-knotted clubs^ huge battle^ixeSp spears 
Or falchions^ gory red ; and from the belts 
Of many hung terrific scalps of slain 
And hollow'd skulls, gold-edg^d, now festal cups 
To pass the flowing hydromel. Behind 
Slow mov'd a captive train of warriors, ta'en 
In battle. As they come, the King with joy 
Welcomes the stranger troops. In various tents 
Prepared, the captive warri<v-4iain are shut 
In dim imprisonment, by Danish minds 
Deem'd direst vengeance, to whose ignominy 
And stain efcenlial {upefeirable seem'd 
Cruellest death. 

These thus disposU behold i 
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Full near advancU other new bands appear. Book 

Whose radiant arms and purpled banners fa^ II L 

Crimson'd the fields around. Martial they came^ v. 252-279. 

Nor long unknown. Bards marked the floating pomp. 

And knew the Brothers of the fated three. 

Whose sacred hands the magfc Reafen wove, 

Hinguar and Hubba, praise of noblest scalds. 

With auburn locks. — ^They from the piny hills 

Of Zealand had conjoined their vassal pow'rs, 

SkiU'd or to wield in fight the missive spear 

Or steer frail barks across tempestuous seas. 

Soon as the crowds observed the eagle-forms^ 

That on their pennons toss'd, the Biu:ds address 

With open tones of joy the Sisters three, 

Standing with rapt awe near the mystic sign. 

*' Prophetic oracles of good or ill. 

Whom chiefs adore, and dare no enterprize^ 

You unconsulted, yonder lo ! in air 

Sail the blue banners of your brother chiefs, 

Glitt'ring as shines the rainbow in dark clouds. 

Heaven's fiery bridge. Hail them wHh song : the Bards 

Shall add at feasts their iterated praise.'' 

Nor unresponsive mov'd, in snow-white robes 
Advancing underneath the dread expanse 
Of the broad Reafen, the majestic three. 

'' Bounding on foamy steeds^ see ! sfaoutuig hosts 
Follow, rejoicing in their pow'r, elate 
In vict'ry, Hinguar^ of tumultuous war 
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Bulwark, and near lum, Hubba. princely sonS Book 

Of the same Sire, Regner, the brave, the wise, m. 

King of fall'n armies ! Loftily they sit v.m-^ 

Uke Thor, high God of thunder, m his car 

Returning to his palace in mid-air, 

Victorious from dread battles with the foes 

Of heav'n. Hail ! sons of Regner, who has died 

Laughing. Hail ! worthy of your Sire. The Gods 

Smile on your deeds, and know you fit to stand 

On that tremendous day fiiU in the front 

Of hosts celestial, when the worlds beneath 

ShaU render up their habitants, and whelm 

Gods and creation. Not in age, or beds 

Of ackness, ye shall end your noble Uves ; 

For Odin claims you. Never hare ye fled 

In battle. All your noble wounds appear 

Wide-gash'd in front. Struck thro' the men heart 

Ye in the tempest of the fight shall gasp 

Your latest souls, and raise aloft your swords. 

Pledge of eternal bliss. We, Sisters three. 

Gifted by Heav'n to know the fetes unborn 

Of men ; who call by charms of Runic verse 

Ghosts from their hilly tombs, aghast to ope 

Deeds of futurity ; we who converse 

With spirits various that animate 

Nature thro' all her works : who tell the names. 
The wUl, the attributes of ev'ry God, 
Thus prophesy. Enjoy the feast : indulge 
In riots : feast on Virgins' smiles. No toils, 
Save those of war, should stain a hero's fame. 
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Short is the tomb<ioom'd wtrrior*s glorioos life.*^ ^ Book 

IIL 
Complacent to the chiefi the fibmins arose, r!?^^^ 

They on their azure shields dis|^y*d aloft 
The image of their 'kingly Father^ stretched 
In agony, but o*er whose livid &ce 
Smiles beam'd of thrilling joy. Their train immense 
Of hardy warriors swift advanced, and struck 
Their sounding targes. Amid low-brow'd caves 
Oft had their blue shields gleam'd, and twanging bows 
Shot far the growling monsters, so inur*d 
To toils and perils^ 

Following these with spoil 
And force tumultuous, mighty Haldene rode 
Ardent for glory. After him appeared 
Frena and Sidroc, names of pow'r, whose souls 
Glowing with e^al rage of war, sought high 
Distinction, to their Sov'reign Chief devote 
With zealous loyalty. Bards tune their fame 
With fervor. Guthrun welcomes all with armtf 
Outstretched, and tow*rd the camp prepares 
To lead their moving train, 'mid whom unseen 
Oskital, second cluef, his dubious mind 
The sovereign Gen*ral opes, questioning all 
What cause delays the hero. Amund soon 
Sternly responding tells : 

'^ Of spoil so fond 
And rapine, treasures still unsatisfied 
Amassing avaricious, can we doubt 
Why last we hail hb steps, who still prefers 
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Plttinkr to generous feasts, and bold converse Book 
Of heroes, and the raptrous song of Bards? III. 

Not till incumbered with the ruin*d waste v. 34«-369. 
Of countries, shall we greet his weary powers." 

This said, strait onward to the stately tents 
The legions bend their course, where soon disposed. 
Joyful the troops admire their Sov'reign*s skill. 
The spacious structures, the commanding scite 
Of their wide camp, opportune for attack 
Or sure defence ; wandering mid objects new 
Delighted. Much the counsel they applaud 
Of Oskital; whose thought had first proposed 
Breach of the federal league, and spumed a peace. 
Ignoble and compulsory. 

£re long 
By high command the mingling hosts prepare 
A solemn Sacrifice to fitv'ring Gods, 
In sacred place with holy care are raised 
Altars, and victims firom the lowing spoil 
Select are led^ adom'd. 

Which rites begun. 
Appear, ascending o'er the adjacent hill, 
OskitaVs flamy banners, rolling wide 
The pictured wolves. His dreadful ensign knew 
Th' expectant Bards, and from the baaed camp 
Forth issue gratulant. The train immense 
Slowly advanced, laden with spoil : a host 
On mighty steeds borne eminent, select 
From Sleswick's fruitflil plains^ or where the lake 
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Of Plocn o'er the wild morasses rolls Book 

Her cloudy mists, or from the sea-dash*d isles, III. 

Laland or Femeren, where continuous storms ^37^9^ 

Roar thro* their piny forests. Crowded ships 

Thro' tempests driven had brought their banded powers. 

Bound in strict vow never from England's shores 

Defeated to return, or seek again 

Their homes, devote to fires. Now come they on. 

Led by their savage chief) whose mail'd aspect. 

As dark he rode, reining his foamy steed. 

Terror diifus'd around. His dreadful shape 

Was veil'd from sight, and o'er his sullen brows 

Hung the low helm. Pond'rous his armour seem'd 

Both spear and shield, o'er his gigantic limbs 

DifTus'd. — Behind of answering stature rode 

His many banded legions. Mid their crowds 

Appear'd a captive train of aged Priests^ 

Gash'd o'er with wounds, from monasteries torn 

Homes once of still and holy rest, devote 

To science ; but with sacrilegious fires 

Burnt, and with murder stain'd. Old peasants there 

Beside their wives and decent matrons mov'd. 

Who to their fear-chill'd breasts with downcast look 

Prest their scar'd in^ts : Virgins all aghast 

Pass'd silent, dreading firom the savage foe 

Dishonour more than death. With these spoil large 

Of flocks, and steeds, and oxen from the plough 

Unloos'd, and various forage fix>m the stores 

Of thrifty husbandry, in throng'd array 

Went slow, and fiird a&r th' extended rear. 
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Approached the tents^ Oskitai soon accosts Book 

Th? Sovereign Chief, with stem and sullen eye III. 

Fix*d on him fierce. " Why early thus are hosts vf^^^ 
Summoned to join the new-form'd camp, nor space 
Giv*n for accustomed spoil, and to secure 
The treasures of the foe, the due re ward , 
Of vict'ry, plann'd by other minds than those 
Assuming empire here I Fool I ! who led 
Over the stormy main my powerful fleet 
Conjunct in servile fealty, fi^om me won 
By treacherous promises, unkept, of pow*r 
And countless riches, as the glorious meed t ; 
Of high obedience. Had we come alone, . ^ . , . . . 
England ere this were conquer'd. No weak leagues < . : , 
Respite had lent to peace ; or, yielded, long 
Observed ; nor idle fears of angry Gods 
Stopt victory in mid battle, and career 
Of certain triumph. But Smooth words have won 
Other our station, and the loss is our's." 

To him the Sovereign Leader answer'd mild. 
•' Oskitai, great and brave, in wealth and pow'r, 
High-eminent, compose these fencied wrongs. 
And mix with heroes, leagued to share rewards^ 
Promised, and won in part, and of themselves \ 

Worthy. Enough of time remains in wars 
Endless to gain high honour, both on earth 
And afterward in heav'n, and to subdue 
The realms of England, and her wealthy plainsP 
Apportion as our own. Thy powers conjoined 

Vol. I. p 
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In disciplined obedience, ftom ^y state Book 

And dignity nought derogate, but much tlL 

Augment, else wild and to destruction sure v. 4*29^57. 

Devote, Thfe will of Gods short interval 
Of peace denies not : &nd in mid career 
Of victory by behest inscrutable, 

(As late we saw) may bid the streaming sword 

^—^ ' " • 

Pause from its office, etaA the felling ranks 
Spare for fresh fields of honourable fame. 
But perj'ry I abhor. Would some just cause 
Had broke our latest league, and not alone 
Thy counsel, as I deem, txx) soo« approved ! 
For sure thou know^st, tfie gods, the hero-trtiin. 
Detest the peijur'd, doom'd by fate's decree 
To float eternally in pois^noos floods : 
While Gimle's heav'n-built regions shall recdive 
Within her radiant palaces the just 
And good, to dwell thro' never-endmg time. 
Therefore, as best beseems a hero, rest 
Content with present spoil ; for future wars 
Prepare, and please the Gods. Enter, and share 
Honour, and company of noble Chiefs.—** 

He ceas'd, and his persuasion thus adjoins 
Amund. '' Why, Oskital, thus Gtill complain 
Of spoil inadequate, and thus delight 
Wealth unenjoy'd to heap, and leave unshared 
And unenjoy'd, feasts afler dangerous fight, 
Converse of heroes, and the praise c^ Bards ? 
Why ever brood thy thoughte on themes beyond 



The present moment \ Enter, and aajioy Book 

Present delights. loexoraJid^ late Ill- 

Has fix*d to each hia hour. In battle brave, ^S^Sef 

That ended, what becomes the h«N)4raiA 
But festal joys, mead, and Uie song of fame V^ 

Appeas'd, the sullen warrior toward his tent 
Mov'd silent. Thro* the camp th^ Sovereign King 
Issues swift heralds^ bearing high comn^and* 
That all th' embodied host at station due 
Assemble strait to hear the warning voice 
Of their prime leaders^ and to &v*ring Gods 
Pay holy sacrifice. Immediate all 
The wide-spread camp presents one moving scene 
Of sted*clad warriors thronged in deep array. 
From ev'ry side commingling tow*rd the spot 
Appointed. Helms and spears conjunct around 
In wavy motion stretched tl^ir bright expanse. 
As the calm'd ocean spreads his quivering waves 
Around some tranquil fsle. 

High in the mids|; 
Guthrun, and Oskital, and Amund, stood 
On l6fty altars rais'd ; and round surveyed 
Their hosts innumerable, not as yet 
Augmented by the summoned rebel pow'rs 
Of haughty Kenwulph, nor the mighty bands 
Left by the shores of Wat^ham to escort 
Hither their potent fleets : yet numerous these 

Present around, as those collected hfosts 

« • 

Whom Uiat i«ur-&m'd Mogul, great Auiengzehe, 
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(Lur'd by the massy and eye-dazzling gems Book 

Dug from Golconda*s mines) burning for spoils III. 

Led o'er her wide dominions, and the realms v. 487— 5i4w 
Of Indian Rajahs from the precious hills 
Conquered to Comorin*s Southern Cape, that lifb 
His promontory into bounding seas. 

Beside the Sovereign King in circling space 
Altars appeared, nea:r which a female train 
Stood, and the Bards in flowing vests, 4;he Priests, 
And holy Prophetesses, Silence soon 
Reigning around, th* emotions of his soul 
Thus, to the host imperial Guthrun spoke. 

^' Danes, valiant countrymen, heaven's King Supreme, 
Odin, has blest our battle. Now in lieu 
Of peaceful leagues and purpose to return 
Homeward awhile, our arms have won fresh pow'r ' • >• 
And main advantage, so that now we call 
England our home, hence never to depart 
But own and rule this fertile isle. A place 
Worthy of Heroes, and sure well-exchang'd 

4 

For rocks, and stormy isles, bleak barren wilds, 

And howling forests, where our native homes 

Late stood, ere we to vengieful flames resigned 

The mansions mean ; signal that fix'd abode . : . > 

We there would never hold. There life pass'd on * 

In peace inglorious and the chase of beasl3. 

Here we enjoy pursuits worthy alone 

Of heroes : battles with a race devote 



Glorious and enVied^ of; Ui^iieichtmiii 

But to fell, pierc'd with thousand iwounds, amid 

The thickest war ? Then Odin; joyful sends 

His winged Valkyries, to lift to heav'n 

On beamy cars or fiery-flying steeds. ^ * ; 'i 
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To some mean, weak beliefs, studious of peace Book 

And humble arts, of Odin and the Gods . . III. 

Ignorant Infidels; and therefore doom VI * ^^^^ 

To extirpation. — Gods have giv'n the strong 

Right to subdue the weak and o*er them rule, 

Fav'ring the pow'rfiil. Here our cause is war. 

Eternal war, where heroes can expire 

Pierced on the gory field, swords in their hands, r * 

Soon thence transported to the splendid halls 

Of heav'n's high King. Not dying, as at home 

By sickness or old age, and thecef<«e doomed 

To Hela's dread abodes, which to escape. 

At home necessity impek us ask 

The pitying hand of brother, son, or friend, . ' 

On our mail'd breast to strike the mortal blow, * . 

And send us, cloth'd in armour, to partake r . 

Valhalla's joys, thus purehasfd.-40r perfaftpSii •. 

Our own shrunk, feeble arm must lenditfae winmrA . 

Its fatal stroke; or led to some high sbeep, 

Thence thrown; and dash'd ta Atoms^t we inust win » ^ * / T 

Half glorious entrance to heav'n's'palacesi-^' •; >. { , ^ 

But here we die, as eVery heie longs/: - > 

Yielding the soul amid the iron st(Nrm . ^ ; ^ ' * 

Of battle, and the roaring shock ^)ankis, • 

In the deep bath of blood. 'What is the &te,i 
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Hie flying brave, smiling in agcmy« Book 

Tar Well we know we part to dwell 'mid joys II L 

tTnspeakable, still new, with heroes chos^ ^^^^ 

Of old, with them to share, battles and feasts 

In Valhairs azure plains and golden domes. 

We groan not, nor retire fiom eertain wounds 

In battle, but with joy encounter death. 

While our weak fees^ dejects of pify, lost 

To sense of Odin and heavVs martial joys^ 

Groan amid pain, nor willing court their death. 

Preferring quiet and toilsome industry. 

To war and wounds : at^d therefore never call'd 

To share heav'n's joys and dangers, inexpert 

In both, but doom'd to the tremendous world 

Niflheimer. But for us^ Bards will record 

Our names on earth to timp's remotest verge, ^ 

While we above in pdin's happy halls - / 

Shall share rewards, whieh no hard toils, no deaths. 

Torments, or danger;, am of price too high 

Thus to ensure^ With Gods to dwell in heaven. 

To fight conspicuous in proufl tournaments. 

Then safe-retuming, ev'ry wound quick heal'd» 

To sit in palaces at gorgeous feasts 

Quaffing immortal mead ftota skulls of foes 

Slain by our arm on earth, surveyed by him 

Th* imperial Sire of Gods and men, who rules 

Whatever high in heaven or mean below 

Awes, or escapes, the sight. Thus shall we spend 

An interval of ages, till that day 

Terrific, doomed of old, which n<rt ev'a Gods 
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CoYSIeniplate without horror kad deep awe^ Book 

Whleki all heav'n*s anciaii; foes from various worlds ill. 

^aj^ jom their horrid legions, and invade v. 5t5-<04' 

The Vealms of 6ods« ' Then glory still remains, . 

Highest and greatest, to defend heaven's King 

And his celestial powers. What raptures then 

Must swell our souls, when Odin shttU seiect 

Warriors, most brave and bold, aptest for fight. 

In front to stand aiofig his 8un*bHght ranlcs, . 

Infinite in dimension, asm pow-r 

Unconquerable, to eonteiid unhurt . 

With nature*s final enacnies^ when Grods 

By fate's decree must perish, and this Brame 

Of heav'n and earth fkll amid boundless flames, 

Borne by the Giant Sortur from his world . 

Of fire, foredoomed of eldest time to end 

Creation. Then a happier pliace shall rise 

From mid the ruins of the blazing wortds. 

The splendid Giml^, destin'd by that.pow^r , 

The Silent and Invisible, Prime Cause, 

To be eternally ^e blest abode 

Of heroes brave and good.. .Who ceok revolve 

These thoughts entrancing, and not bum for war 

And death in battle ? Honour all belongs 

To bloody fight. . Cowards who flee from death, 

Conscious of these rewarcb, we justly deem 

Worthless of brave society, and hold 

All-ignominious. Such must never more 

Appear with human kind, but hated flee 

To ^ns and solitary caves, and there 
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Pine out their miserable life with beasts, . . B00& 

Fittest companions. Gods and -men disown III. 

The wretch, whom after death pale Hela claims v. m^-^esi. 
To dwell with serpents and her shadowy Ghost* . 
Here then our legions fix the lasting home ' 
Of us and all our race, for endle& wars / - , 
Prepared, and winning thus immortal jdys/ • 

He ceased, and in applause thexireling i^wtg - 
Rung on their bossy shields their £uisk>u& spears^ : * 
Maddening for battle. Distant hiUs the roar : 
Reverberate, and echoing woods around 
Start, hush'd to trembling silence. . Fear no less 
Alarms Trinacria*s regions, when within . : 
The darkened iEtna, (subterranean witids 
Or waters urging way) with thund'rous) noise 
Earthquakes explode, and burst his fiery veins 
And sulphurous caves afiir, that mdiiy a league 
Totter both sea and land. Their martial mien 
Gladdened the sovereign chiefe, and now at. last 
Composed, to them his outstretch'd spear high^wav'd, 
Oskital next the heartening speech resumed ... 



» /, 



« Warriors and countrymen, now ye behold 
Triumph attend the trell-cion€erted scheme ^ 
Of leagues ignoble vbiatei and fields 
Won by your daring valour, Which disdain'd. 
Vows madly pledg'd. Let ndne that bold design 
Brand with the name of perjuiy, which I . 
Call laudable assertion of otir (X>wr, ' 
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By any means atchiev'd, and dare avow Book 

Our right tx> waste this realm, her spacious plains III. 

To portion as our own, and all her race vT^^^ 

To rule as vassals. My deep-leam'd colleague. 

The kingly Guthrun, in impassioned words 

Truly and well the great and proud rewards 

Prepar'd for valour by the Gods in heav'n^ , 

Unfolds to view. Yet more untold remains. 

Beside these glorious meeds, we reap on earth 

Spoil, and insatiate slaughter, and the wealth 

Amassed of ravag'd cities : provinces 

PiUag^d and shar'd, to ev'ry man disposed 

His proper part : whence riches also crown 

Deeds of immortal praise. Commanding trains 

Of slaves attendant on your beck, and ranks 

Of martial steeds, and pomp of war : around 

To cast the eye, and view the rich domains 

And splendid domes, your own, and to your sway 

Subject, a proud inheritance, that claims 

Deep awe from all, to you, and to your sons 

Down to posterity, who of their sires 

Worthy, may range at large, and o'er th* extent 

Of England's wealthy regions exercise 

Lordly dominion : and the native race 

Call forth at pleasure in devoted ranks 

To bide the shock of battle and forc'd war. 

Victims of slaughter, or in thronging trains 

To swell imperial state — ^These high delights 

Scarce second to celestial joys, on earth 

Crown the victorious fields, destin'd for you/' 

Vol. I. Q 
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He spoke, and scarce less i^tious clangoT rung. BooK 

Hideous appl9ids€!, than when tbeir Soy'reign chief 1 IL 

Told of Valhalla's glories. Amund ne^ct . ^ vT^SJr 
His manly form erecting, and around .." 
His speaking eye quick-^throwii, with noble mien. 
Thus to the troops his heart^warnl thoughts eitptest* 
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" Heroes, friends^ counttjrmen, yon heair the jdys . 
Reserv'd for valour, and your geo'rous bquIs ; 
Know well the raiptures, that the •glorious toil. (.; 
Of arms repay, and for itself endear 
War worthy all observance. . Np mean fiftre? 
Can stain a hero's fame, whp?e wly joy; :;...,. , 
Is still the bloody field, and after fight .j/ 

£ase and convivial mirth. The Gods have doomed 
To each his end, and Fates immutable 
Know each man's hour. No mortal po^'r c^ii change 
Destiny. Wherefore then the naipe of fear ?. : ; ; -, ; ] ; ; 
By women scoff'd and babes. , When battles l^e, j 
Then does the herp thro' the press of dea|h 
And fiercest slaughter move unterrified, : . , ; ^ 

His mad steed plunging thrpVdpep gQfet,,;\^h^f ran^ , * 
Fall underneath his arm, or $y aghast .;! ; ; ,. ;,, i 
The thunder of his aspect . He by a^l i ; , ; \ ,^ » 

Observed and proud-exaltedi , firm ^ad^ XMii ,.. ^ J .j;ii:.>l .>; , 
Thro* paths of dearest danger, worthy aolp. ;; 
Glory proportionate to valour, high- _ . . . 
Excelling, full-resolv'd singly to face ; 

In desp'rate fight five enemies^, nor shrink . 
Tho' press'd on cv'ry side fi^om certain deatJb^ 
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Welcomed with smiles. * So no captivity Book 

Can ever taint his honour, winning still III. 

Victory or proud end : pleasures on earth, v. e9i^n}. 

If so decreed, or endless joys in heav'n. 
Dying, the Bards receive his honoured name 
In never-dying song, to all the brave 
Example high, and boast : while he above 

» 

Revels with Gods, and fights celestial fields. 

If spar'd for future war, delicious joys 

Await the battle ended. Splendid feasts 

With chiefs and heroes : all the raptured night 

To quaff bright mead froin gold-tipt skulls, and wake 

Jovial festivity : to list the song 

Rais'd joyous by the Bards, and harps deep-touch'd 

To melting harmony : to lie at ease 

Exempt from toil and ev'ry care, and hear 

Praises fiom ev'ry mouth : kindly caress'd 

By virgin beauty, Whose bewitching smiles 

Bend sole on him who shines in valourous deeds; 

These joys sole Mess the brave. Unnoticed stays 

The coward, and no virgins on him smile. 

But hate him, and their hands in wedded love * 

Refiise. No songs record his name obscure, 

Mark'd but by scorn. Chiefs therefore by great deeds 

Should win distinction, and example high 

Hold to their following powers : hence emulous 

In noble acts each other to excel 

And equal their bold leader. Oh ! delights ! 

Cheaply obtained by warlike toils, themselves 

Worthy all praise^ and wounds,iand agony 
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IJnfelt of dying, crown'd by such rewards." Book 

111, 
He ended here, and rous'd to highest rage v. n^^iio. 

The troops all bum for battle, and to gain 
Pleasures in earth and heav*n, and love of Gods 
Eternal. Flushed with triumph, now they vow 
Wars never ending with their dastard foes. 
And deeds of fiercest import. 

Guthrun bids 
Begin the holy sacrifice, while Bards 
Prepare the songs of glory to the Gods. 
All hear exulting ; and devoutest love 
Of their high gen'rals swelling ev*ry breast, 
Tow'rd them they press, and offer uncontrolled 
The wonted honour, signal of respect 
Greatest and first, alofi: on seats adorned 
To bear the steel-clad chiefe, admired from far. 
'Mid shouts and clashing armour, standards roll 
Numberless o*er the helms and wavy spears 
That deck the circling host. Onward they bear 
The far-haird leaders tow'rd the sacred spot 
Ordain'd for sacrifice, where altars lift 
Their pillar'd bulk erect, by mounds uprais'd 
Conspicuous far. Here throng the sacred Bards 
In princely robes, and venerable trains 
Of Priests to each God consecrate, while rang'd 
Beneath the magic Reafen, rolling wide 
Its broad and awful burden in deep shades^ 
Th' inspired Dames, like marble-statues, stand 
Eyeing with fixed gaze the holy form. 
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The Sovereign Chiefs beside* the lofty mounds Book 

Demand their honoured station, whence to hear III. 

And mark at foil the pious rites. Around vfTM^SS? 

The thronging army . press :. at distance due 
A circling range of stones. the sacred space 
Inclos'd, and Uimult all withheld. Uprais'd 
High in the midst A mighty spear to all 

Beckon'd the scene that all observance claimed. 

f • • . . . . 

Solemn attention reig^B, and ^ence ieems 
Ev'n with herself deep-aw*d. The rites b^gin. 
First, the chief-honour*d band of holy Priests 
Devote to mightiest Odin^ slow-advance 
Tow'rd the broad altar, on three colmnns high 
Of un wrought stone triangular dispos'd^ 
Under whose canopy a deep, vast well 
Op'd its black jaws, receptacle prepared 
For parts of slaughter'd victims. Hither now 
With garlands deck'd, the sacrifice is led 
A warhorse, two fierce dogs, two cocks^ two hawks~* 
With 4sacred veneration by the Chiefe 
Observed, the Priests inflict the mortal stroke ; 
Ejaculating, " Thus I send thee doomed ^ 
To Odin." Vessels catch the purple floo^ 
Whose currents swift, ey*d by the holy train» 
Augur prosperity. On all around. 
Themselves, the Sov'reigi^, Bards, the holy Dames^ 
And circling troops, the Priests besprinkle blood. 
Then scan th' unfolded entrails with keen gaze. 
Foretelling happy qmens. They dissect 



Thft^rted flesh, dnd d'ei' tbe dlttkr lay ^ ' ^ 

Half^ of each victim, th' other part dieep-6elit 

Db^^n to.th* accustomed gulf. Then 1k>(); ftre 

Struck from pure, uiMs'd flttnts the^ftacred pile . : , i 

lights, and consumes th^ sacrifice r ! bloft ^ 

The smoke ascends,- glad presage. Which observed. 

The sovereign Guthrun bids three raptur'4t Bards 

Devote to Odin, strike their r^adyhslrps'^ n': v . ^ /'' \ 

To hymns of martial tone : and sing in turn. 

First of the System of the various tmrUb- ' ..\ i. ;>» r 

And attributes of Qbdst nebtl^ of the*fo« i r 

Of Nature that thro* various space exist: 

And last, the destiny of^Goib and meU' "^ - 

And consummaticibf/^ong fordcndWh, of ii^L 

Successively advanced, the baids pour loud 

With eyes full-fix'd on heav'n, the song' of praise* 
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'' Odin, All-fathery i U«a\^n's omiUpb 
Lord of the ages, Govortior (rf^wopMs;. 
Or what rai^ifiCitittes more attract 
Thine ear, great Grod of battles, jfrbiA ' 
Bright Lidscialfa, ^terror of all realhis,^^^ -: * t' ' ..'i ,1 ' ,. . 'O 
Illustrious where thou si4t*et in highe^h«aV'H A " rrri .\: i^iT 
From whence at one vast boundteiss gliuri6e^ thou*^e*st'*f 
All worlds, creationts- yniyersal scheme,.; 
Deign to observe thy vofries, aiid receive > . - \ 

Our humble pmifees ^d nveek ^iflferings,. sigm : i.i , /.i; / 
Of prostrate aw^vsnd heaifti^arin ^^tiiudei . , ^ * ::{i'.\-j\\: , .i \ 
Enshrin'd in glory inaiocesfiibl^ ' • > i .. / - \\\ v >; • -: ' 

Thou, looking down from heav^n^ view**tf«>be|0Wgr ' » 
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Hifiqf'mid th* eetherial vault, the flamy sun, ' Book 

MdcAi, and th' innumerabie host of stars; IIL 

^ij|£1{r9^er, floating 'mid th* abyss of air v!mS^^ 

Fathomless, pure, of gemal temp'wttune, i • - 
Our earth, ^t^ vessi^l of the ages, round ' 
Encompass'd by Jferer «>dei9in. Then th6u see'st 
Far-heap'd beyond earth's^ nbrthetii verge, a world • ^ 
Of darkness, ice, and storms, thwi*' Which ti^anspierc'd' ^ 
Rivers roll poi^cnirlnvterriflc floods; 

The dismal reqims^df Hdla, Queen' of dMith, 
Niflheimer nam*d: ibr co^ivards and bad men * . j 

The doom'd abode/ ; Fn^ off'tins hideous world . - 
Launched o'er tli'^ipaniseiof air, hence northern bksts f ^ 
Bring on their icywitigs; e6ld, bail, and' roar 
Of mighty storms, tljatii-^nd tibte eartii atidsea. 

But on the opposite exti««^; beyond > ' 

Earth's southern! Irar^i' tliy tiiming ^glance beholds 

A dreadful world) «ffi<fir^, by: mortal* men > i ' 

Nam'd Muspelsbeiib, iprime matter whence ifae sua 

And all the Ixeav'ialy'ftres had birth, whofie irules • 

Surtur the vasl^abd in: bis empire old> , 

Constrains its flafaiyi habitants, ibreknown> 

The fiercest ifoesijol iGods. Hence southern winds 

From these hot regions o'er the eaarth* difilise 

Warmth and mild vapours. . Then o'er all lihe faeav'n 

Turns thy swifl eyey whose glance uhdazzied views 

Splendor ineffable^) {dnd- glorious shine 

Of heav'n's brigfab .cities,: the.proud majesty * 

Of high Breidalbik, Qlitoer flaming wide^ 

Of gold, and Alfheim, and 
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Th^ great and royal, of pure silver raised, Boos 

And Sun-bright Gimle, destined to endure IIL 

^Etemal. Thou amid these fulgent states ^ 

See'st all the Gods in radiant synod meet : 

First Thor, the thund'rer, him whose empire gways 

The boundless air, — Balder, thy second birth. 

Whose fulgent visage darts celestial rays^ 

The beaut^us D^ity, belov'd by a|l, 

Eloquent and benign: — Niord, the mighty God^ 

Whose pow*r controuls the ocean and its stdrms» * 

Rich, and to whom he loves, potent to give 

Kingdoms and treasures. — Next intrepid Tyr 

Stalks proud, by warriors oft invoked, the God * 

For valour fam'd and prudence. Brag6 there 

Majestic moves, and tunes his sacred harp, 

God of poetic lays, whose wisdom joina ) 

Apt eloquence^ There potent Heimdal dwell& i ; 

The sentinel of heaven, whose trumpet sounds i 

Thro* all the worlds; and from his kingly fort,; 

Built on heav*n*s fiery bridge, Bifrost, which meh 

Surname the Rainbow, his keen eye quiokhthrows 

Numberless leagues around, destin'd to guard 

Heav'n's entrance from her Giant-foes. • There move 

Vidar the silent, Vali, archer sldll'd, 

UUer the active, God of siqgle fight : 

And splendid numbers of less powerful Gods; • 

AVith all the Goddess train, Frea, bright Queen 

Of heaven, thy regal consort, whosie high rule 

Earth also gratefal owns. Then Freya, next 

In honour, beauty's Queen, by Oder left 



m 

Her fickle Paramour, whom now she seeks Book 

Thro' ev'ry cUme and from her eyes distils III. 

Teare of pure gold. Eira, who stately claims v. 869-898. 

Her office high. Physician to the Gods, 

Copied hy noblest dames. Gefion the fair. 

Lover of chastity. Siona, good. 

Whose gen'rous care 'twixt angry lovers breatiies 

Harmonious concord : and, companion meet. 

Vara severe, whose conscious thoughts observe 

The lover's promise, and exact the vow. 

There moves conspicuous, Gna, the messenger 

Of heav*n*s imperial Queen, whose flying steed 

Sails thro' the bcHindless air with lightening haste 

Or o'er the waves. With all th' ii&iumerous band 

Of Goddess-Valkyries, whose office proud . 

Is giv'n to grace Valhalla's splendid halls 

And from the go)d-tipt skulls with lib'ral hand 

To pour celestial iiic^, at feasts divine. 

Others on fiery steeds, or radiant cars. 

With awful embassy to chose the slain, 

And give the poise ta victory. Here is seen, 

Brage's fair spouse, Idwifi, she who bears 

The fruit delicious, ate )>y Gods, whose taste 

Restores perpetual ypu:tii.* And here tjie Fates, 

Urda the past, Verdandi, present Queen, 

Schulda, the fiUure, holy Sisters three, ; / 

Keep residence beneath the wond'rous ada 

Great Ydrasil, whose boundless-stretching roots. 

Parted from heaven, o'eishadow and connect 

All worlds. These weave the doom of each man bom. 

Vol. I. R 
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With awful terrors, and his destiny Book 

Transmit to thee. Almighty Fatii^, borne IIL 

Swift by their silent Ravens, whom they send vfs^Swf 

Daily round ev'ry world, till at thine ear. 

Night shews them whispering ever of events 

Soon to arrive. But thou, deep-boding King, 

All these celestial glories, and the vast 

Connected universe, with keen regr^ 

Surveyest, conscious of their final fate^ 

And mournful pond'ring still, that all must end 

In hideous-ruin, on that fated day. 

When nature's enemies, pire^loom'd of old. 

Shall burst their chains^ and from their various ^raddb 

Assembling shall invade beav'n's highest realAis 

With terrors irresistible. Thine eye 

Turns then, alarm'd, <m these dread toes, dispersed 

Throughout creation, tho' conlin*d, or bqund. 

Till fitted time shall summon tliem to wai*/' 

Ceas*d now the Bard ; with agitated look 
He turns tow'rd hift compeier, who stood with mien 
Trembling, aghast, while he prepared to name 
The horrid foes of nature. Gttthrun maMcs 
His tranced frame and talt» «lloud. '' iF^MUr not{ 
Heroes shall live that 4ar«e to face these foes; 
And firom their grasp defend the 4^(rinki0g Gods 
And felling heav'n ; declare their hideons powfs/* 

Then thus with luffp and song the meted Bwrd. 
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** Gbd of the ravens, all-surpassing King, Book 

Father of slaughter, Odin, we recount III. 

With holy awe, thy fiited enemies. y. 927-956. 

Chief, in that fkry world, dread Muspelsh^m, 
The mighty Giant-brood, glowing as flame. 
By Surtur rul'd, black Demon, whose vast hand 
Sways his proud sword^ sceptred as with a sua. 
Next, underaeaith the eajrth,^ ;nanging at large 
Amid the pure abyss of air, the race 
Pow'rful and huge, the Giants of the frost, 
Formed of the gelid drops„ from the cold north 
Blown, and here mixing with the genial warmth 
Borne from the south, impregn*d wi& breath of life. 
Then, on the eartli^ .\ntjiin his cavern vast 
Shut, and three poad^rous mountains Q*ef him prest. 
And bound in ninefold iron chains^ dread L^ke, 
That Evil Principle,, Father of FraudL 
Foe and disgrace of Gods and men^ who here, 
A vast^suspended sespent on his head 
Dropping continuous venom, horrid howb 
In agony, and turning his huge bulk . . 

Shakes the firm earth, that his ooncussidna ikfisi • 
Name earthquakes. Next the threefold progeny 
Of Loke, all monsters hke himselii whom Gods 
Not unappaird behold, tiho* separate now 
In bonds : first low 90iiA earth's centred womb, 
Chain'd to a mountain's toots,, tfaf enormous Wolf 
Fenris, thw)' whose vast jaws, the swoid of Tyr 
Pierc'd, tortured him with never ceasing pain^ 
That from his mouth a Wnni^g river flows,, 

R 2 
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Sumahi'd by men, the Vices. Next within Book 

The boundless ocean sunk^ the Serpent huge III. 

Midgard^ who his tremendous l)ody twines v. 951-fw * 

Round all earth's globe, and, in his jaws immense . ^ 

Seizing his tail, there horrid-rolling bids ' 

Tempests afflict the sea, by mortal men 

Nam'd Sin. And last, Hela, the Queen of death, 

Loke's hideous ofispring, in her own dark world 

Reigning o'er shrieking ghosts and spectred shapes, 

That mournful wander thro' Niflheimer's caves 

Of woe and pain. Then on the Gods thou bend'st 

Thy sage and prudent look, and know'st them all, 

Ev'n all their pow'r conjunct, inadequate • .1 1 ' 

Against such dreadful foes, and know'st it thence 

Needful to fetch firom earth to highest heav'n. 

Heroes, the bravest of earth's sons, to aid 

Gods in their dang'rous charge, and guard, allied, . 

Heav'n firom her Giant-foes,* and Loke's fell brood. 

Lest bursting their vast duhgeons, ere their time, 

Irruent they force heav'n's citadels, and wrest 

Celestial glories from their rightful King. 

Therefore, on earth battles and ^dless.wars 

Delight thee ; school of heroes, where in proof 

Their valour may appear, and bold deeds shine 

In full conspicuous trial. Thoi/ ordain'st 

Brave death in gory battle, sword in hand. 

Sole test of merit, summoned to defend 

Heav'n's empire from her foes, and dass'd with Gods 

To share their feasts and by their sides contend 

Therefore to earthly battles thou descend'st, ^ * 
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Shrin*d in celestial glories, oh thy car Book 

Sun4)right, by tygers drawn, to mark where chief III. 

Rs^es*^ the press of slaughter, thence to chiise v. 987—1003. 

The bravest warriors slain, members most fit > 

To grace Valhalla^s legions. Thou delight'st 

When all the field is heap'd with dying chiefs 

Smiling in agony, for then thou know'st 

Numbers new-chosen join thy warrior-hands. 

Need hast thou, (as thou know'st) there to array 

Innumerable hosts, nor pow'r of worlds 

Would prove superfluous. So thy Valkjoies 

Perform their awfiil office, and select 

Whom they deem worthiest, lifting them in cars 

Alofl thro' skies to heaven's cerulean fields/' 

He ceas'd : for now the Sov^'reign Guthrun call'd. 
Delighted — ** Oh I extatic h<^ i^-^approach. 
Thou last revered Bard of Heav'n- s Supreme, 
Strike the loud harp, and tell what joys await 
Heroes in heav'n, and the predestined doom 
Of all supernal and terrestrial things; , 
Themes &r surpassing ev'ry mortal thought/^ 

Struck his deep hwp th' impatient Bard and sung. 

'' See ! from their splendid thrones the Gods arise 
In honour, as with war^^steeds and the trains. 
Who with them fidthful died. Heroes assume 
Their seats in Valhairs palaces, proud-rais'd 
Amid the star-pav'4 heav'n, whose lofiy roofs 
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Are bung from end Co end witb gcAden shiekK Book 

Armour, and martial tFophies. Here they live HI. 

Fn crowds unnumber*d» and incteastog stilly v;ioo4-a(»3 

Feasting on flesh of boars and sparkling mead» 

While harps and sMig roll mU9i<:^*s swelling tide» 

And Heav'n's Omnipotent partakes their .joy.^T- 

Ended the feasts, the countless crowds arise. 

And sally from the haJUs in wide array» 

Arm'd various, till in martial ranks disposed 

Begins the pomp of battld and display 

Ofsplendid tournaments. Admiring Gods 

Throng round, spectators. Shields celestial ring. 

Arms clash, ami all th' iUimitabk heaY'n 

Roars with the shock of batt;b« Thoii^widsi fell 

Pierc'd, and the boundless fields are strown with slain ; 

Till the fight ceask^, and the cii9tom'd hour 

Of due repast arriVd^ lo I all ttpriaei 

Safe and unhurt, and join the wairior^trdn. 

Returning to enjoy deserved regale^ 

On mighty tables 'mid gold-flaming domes. 

These are thy glorious meeds. Parent divine^ 

Prepared for heroes, £itod to. endure 

That total interval of destined time 

Till dawns tJM daiy, tremendous to conceive. 

Twilight of Gods, when all heaven's ancient foes^ 

Knowing the liong^oOm'd season .spent, at once 

Shall burst their selfK)p'd faaniien, ^stA aflsail 

Heav'n's tow'rs, with i^^gregated hosts and paw'is . 

Invincible. Remain for hero^ tben 

Dangers the last, but highest, and rewards . 



Equivalent ; nor less, than in array Book 

To stand with Gods, and heav'n's wide fipontiers shield III. 

From fiery legions, upward-nKmi^ng fierce vfioS^ioo^ 

With arms of inextinguishable flames 

Shot wide with desolating rage and pow'r 

Omnipotent, and^poisooous rivers roll'd 

From Midgard*s gulfy jaws, Mid SulphYoUs clouds 

Breath'd high by savage Fenris, whose fell touch 

Scorching shall blast all istrength. While far below 

Ocean uprising o*er his highest shores 

Shall deluge all the earth. In vain iate*s doom 

Irrevocable, Gods or heroes strive 

Now to oppose. For Suitur*^ flaming hosts 

Ascend, and fires unquenchable destroy 

Heaven's glittering pomp^ and o'er creation roll 

Hot devastation, and consume all worlds. 

Perish the Gods themselves, each by his foe 

In destined fight The pillared universe 

Falls in tremendous ruin, elements 

With elements commingling. Heroes still 

Survive, with him, t*ie God Invisible, 

First Cause, while firom thte blazing waste of worlds 

The radiant Giml^ lifts her golden tow'rs, 

Th' eternal resid€9ice ordained of old 

For all the brave, and good, thro' endless time. 

New earth and heav'n at la^ ^hall rise, and Bcaies 

Impenetrable yet to wisest thoughts. 

Then for the wicked, coward, perjur'd race 

Of men, dire mansions still survive, the shores 

Hideous of fell Nastrand^, (ar^remote 
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From light, where serpents vomit. poisonous floods, BooiC 

In which their tortur*d careases must float ^ III. 

Eternally, shut out from hope and rest, vfi^SSo 

And oft imploring final death in vain. 

Oh ! then, plenipotent, omniscient King, 

May we all die in hattle, sword in hand. 

In armour clad. May ne*er decrepit age. 

Or pallid sickness on the bed of peace 

Lay us along to die, but in the bloom 

Of youth or vigorous manhood may we end 

Our noble lives, and pierc'd with thousand wounds 

Fall smiling in the gory rage of fight 

We bum for endless battles with a race, . 

Unknowing and unknown of thee, who shew 

Old men amid thdr ranks, and tame expire 

In shameful beds of sickness, doomed by thee 

Our victims, as the nursery of men. 

Destined to swell thy legions, and to grace 

Heav'n's mighty hosts and radiant palaces. 

Oh I on our battles then, with fav'ring eye 

Still look : be thou our friend : may never sign 

Of the faintrdrooping raven awful bode 

Thy dread displeasure, and thy aid withheld. 

But lead our hosts to victory : nerve their arms 

With pow'r unconquerable, and their hearts 

With mightiest valour and high scorn of fear. 

So shall we own unending wars, and win 

Kingdoms on earth, and by heroic death. 

Glories of heav'n ; and everlasting ire • 

Vent on the dastard foes of us and thee/' 
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They ceas'd. Immediate from the total host Book 

Shouts furious rose, and o'er the blazing air III. 

hmumerable swords, swift-wav'd, fer Hash'd v. f09i-.i ui 

As one vast sheet of firei ^r as the sea 
Rob'd in the beams of iQOFri, ti^Jiile all ttloud 
Call " Odm, Odin,*' to receive theii* ?ouls . 
In bloody fight, and on their sounding shields 
Clash tumult, unap[iea3'd. ; Their falchions brbad»' . : . 

Cyphered with Runic shfitpes iny^rious, all ^ 
Kiss fervent, and with awe. implore .their aid 1 
In battle, and to pieroe the i^torm of war. ^- :,. ) 

Where high amid his bloqd-red chariot Deafch 
Awaits the sons of heav'n. . : : • . .: 

Which' fren2y. hushed, : 

Approach the train of Prophetess, deckVl 
In snow-whit0 rcjbes, daughter^ of Kings. ; Their porbp 
FoUow'd a beauteous female bai»d^ 'aiikoi i : -i : , 
Devote to Frea, h^t*A*8iknpeijalJ(^ecin,i!T: i 'i\^\ . 
Odin's magnific bpid$^ iQod^ieisidfifiai:^ x (ir ore.* 
To these with rev'rent awe ieapaeibus plade ,-: 
Is op'd around, as jiti^ing tjiey, xmnduct 
Tow*rd the broad altar, priUc^y^ S^ofiic 
Beasts, bin^; ,B(fi^,fil^it^^l^ 
These ofFer'd due, th^i^Jblefifeitifilfe^ tekef^ ! 
Conspicuous stat^j ?^4; r;^e jyji^g, $triJke . . 
Symphonious ls^,,.,Tyi^j|)h^;^itraiM?mg,ypi^^^^ , . i; •. .' 
Audible fer, thus aiK^i|b^^rejii^png«! ,-e!. ;;u ni > wf,;:i'M 

Illustrious Frea, Odi«'fiJ^f«itfc«isj8poil8e;,!.).l .1 .i • 
Vol. 1. s 
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MolWr aU-thiiiftil, Queen of lore, receive ; Book 

i>ur |HvH*s jtitb, our grateful meed of praise. llf ; 

*IV>u with imperial pomp in highest heav'n v.iU^^iioo 

KathrvMiM suhlime, receiVst with majesty • ' ' 

Th*' IuhKK^ train> and all th' obeisadfift Okvk < • '■'- i i 1. 

Kv'w ht^v'u's high King himsdf, witti regal state 
Awaiting thee. But 'mid the dazzling ^am ^ '• 

lV>l«tious, kind, thy trrer-waitclifiil thought? ' . :> ..^ 
*I\irn on the race ofmeti, and tJMs di^r eaklH 'I • ' h'vj.'. y' ) 
lV|H»ndent on thy icar^i i^ 4o thee. o(? otd^' '■ : ' '•■•■'> .'.! f i - '^• 
t^iv'u and confirm'd tixine own. Tfaou oft d|esdehd%t ' ' 
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im iny reraigeniicar Of gfeayjgwfdi/^''! •' ^.i? -iM •:! -r 
Drawn by impetuous steeds; before thy«to()9 > - ^ j r^ i * vA 
Precursive, Qnk, thy statfelr^ mds&enger 
Borne on her winged hoise^^itiuittli^haHowy^i^ht' ^^ J ' ' /:- 
Sails thro* thp. various worids^ > Thy it»tiitigti^e)^^ ^^ v- : - 
Hung stationary, from iloR, Ama^vikfwf^ - - <i r> Ji ^; > . 
Below, thy fair domiimm^' ^it{iila^>utrti^ .' •/» r: jn7.([ 

And various: continenlkt/'&iid>i(ii6Si'aiiH 8eiu/> ): 'r v-f-' ^'niliO 
And spacious rivers/ inljerseolini^; oft' "^> ' ' Tv n-ifiiv/^ ' - f^j <»'r 
Climes of still varying temp^rattnre :• notift^ ■ f' '.n , !/ > > ■ 
In aspect, but assign'ddM'#f; d!]l^0d«'' j /:^;{!^; h/.o-d :>:!* Iri'v/tiT 
Ea^h-fo* brave' mtov :airftiwrQ«/i»lkofti'llib4^^te^ ,>i-f /! 

Habitant there, tiU dMllkii^'bk)tk^<Wflr^^i' ,'m;1) Jj'ihlo i.^.rr 
Summon them hence, ^Midoft^ie ^di^fti? tlttitl- -^'^ ^i.nn)i( fj) ) 
Yield thy prowl tti(Aeif: MtiHitf^itim^ ^-ahuhoiI irr /^ 

Delight'st in battles, kliottiiig^ ther ridfc ^^i*^ ^til sKMnA 

Thy destined portion : and thy rising'hiUs, 
And ^pKMl* (cfaiMhpng» 1^^ ibt^'cki^^'^ '-^^ " 

Apt, where the front of • i<pr iiv Idfj^M^^^ '^»'«1 r-nca:: u.i. 

J^ .1 ..:»> / 



MarshaU'd, may stand opposed ; and imoontroird. Book' 

Battles may rage, and blood profus'd in strekms IIL ' 

Purple tJie spacious verdure, and enrich ^^y^b^mt 

Thy sloping pastures far. Thou cloth'st the tearth i - • 

With piny forests, mighty oaks, and trees i . i • .. i' 

» 

Of pond'rous bulk, adapfc for weapons huge, . ' 

Javelins, and bows, and mas^ chibs ; or whenoe 
Vast ships are form'd with beams and tDw'ririg miasts ; .• \' 

And bid'st the gummy barks of branching woods 
Distil the unctions pitch, to sheath the sides. 
Of stately vessels, fitted hence to ride . ^ 

Firm and compact the stonily seas, and beai: 
Warriors to distant regions^ meet for spoiL . » . 

Within her ample womb thy lm>pding car^ 
Conceives indurate metals, ores- and mines,. 
Iron or brazen mould, ordain'd to form < 
Armour, the bossy shield, the ntiassy spe^r^ > 
Helms, and the rpfoing n^ail; O'er all thy plaiM ■ 
Multiplied, thou diffuseit fiery steeds, > 
As thunder strphg, who i 'mkl the battle's storm 
Rush fearless, raging, while their nostrils smoke 
Fury, and lightnings, from their eye-balls glare. 
These treasures to the valiant race of m/in 
Benignly giv*n, thou justly henee expect'st 
Continuous war : and when th^ martial pomp 
Of clonng legicms joins in shouting storm, . ' 

Fierce thro' the darkest fight where thousands bleed, 
Gna darts, thy stem ambassadress^ and claims 
Thy birth-right, half the slaughtered brave. Tho' j^adns 
strown with shiver'd arms and mangled steeds 
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Wide-ruinous, thy liberal bounty yields Book 

Stores unexhausted for fresh fields of death. IIL 

And when the thunder of the fight at last ^uSS^f^. 

Receding, lends short interval to joy. 

Thou for thy favor'd race of men prepar'st 

Sports fit, the pleasures of the bounding chace. 

Soon as the early dawn with radiant gold 

Tinges thy misty hills, from shadowy caves 

Amid wide-stretching vales, thou artful driv'st . . 

Attractive prey, the prowling wolfi the boar. 

Or rapid elk : or near smooth-falling streams 

And tufted groves, direct'st the dappled deer. 

Fleet hare, or wily fox: or soaring high 

To the swifl arrow poinlst thy winged brood. 

The tow'ring eagle,, orras, or the h^wk. 

Thou too indulgent spread 'st thie earth with flocks 

And herds, spoil aipple afier victory, i* 

Whence the full board teems with superb repasts. 

Com o'er thy sunny plains^ and 'dielter'd vales r ,J .. ; 

Waves billowy gold, mother of spsirkling mead, ^ 

Odorou^streaming, yellow, rich impregn'd 

With the bee's luscious sweets. . Delicious fruits ... . 

Hang clustering o'er the bended treei,. and^ed ' i 

Purpureal fragrance thro' the shadowy leaves; 

And for depasturing flocks sofl^juicy grass ... 

Luxuriant springs, and clothes thd earth's^ smooth 'breast > 

In cheerfi^l green, : These noUe gifbsi thy loVe .!. 

Contrives for valiant' men,: qad shews to them 

Thy glory; Queen of b^uty, ofl thou deck'st . ! 

Thy wide-extended realm in fair array . . 
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Of grace inimitable. Gems and gold Book 

Lurk in thy bosom» and. meek-blushing flow'rs III. 

Of ev*ry variegated hue gay-paint v. isis— ms* 

Th' enamel'd meads, the sloping lawns : tall shrubs 

Uplift their tender forms in arb'rous tufts 

Or rising groves, wherever the sun-shme hangs 

Enamour'd, by the grots of coy recess 

That spread their checquer*d shade near rippling streams. 

The softly-rolling murmur down the vale 

Steals calm, till hush'd within some placid lake ; 

There rests the trav'ler tir'd, at ease repos*d. 

Sweetly delighted, and. admires the scene: 

While 'mid tranquillity no sounds disturb 

Solitude, save what Silence loves to hear. 

The wild-bees' hum beside the dripping cave. 

Or on the lake's smooth face the sudden rush 

Of playful fish, that to the circling top 

Spring wanton, tempted by the gilded flies ' • 

Shadowy-reflected in the glassy deep. 

To the sooth'd senses balmy breezes waft 

Fragrance, borne mild firom blooming banks, difius'd 

Around, and from sequester'd bow'rs the birds 

Attune sweet-warbling melodies, the bards 

Of nature, whether Eve descending spreads 

Gold o'er the western clouds, and meek retires 

Amid the low of cattle^ scattering soft 

Her dews with parting hand to cheer the world •: 

Or Mom ascending in the safllron east 

Unveils her gorgeous car, and sheds anew 

Light, life, and beauty. This so fair display 
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Of matchless grace thro' all the conscious world Book ' 

Breathes but for tliee, imperial Queen of love, III. 

Accordant sentiments of joy, and youth 

And universal love. All Nature feels 

Thy vital influence, and a tender glow 

Warm-thrills thro' all her veins, waking desire. 

Beasts seek their willing mates : the feathered race 

Connubial nestle in the secret bush. 

Man turns to lovely woman, heav'nly-fair. 

Lavish-endued with all thy milder gifts. 

Matchless in beauty, unexcell'd in love. 

Fruitful in offspring to thy fondest wish. 

What wonder if the hero doting prize 

Creature so bless*d, and as divine adore, 

When in his arms he holds and knows his own 

Consummate grace, by equal love endear'd. 

Soon too presenting to his ravished sight 

A blooming race of creatures, like himself. 

For whence thro' all attender*d nature runs 

So rich a chain of love, but to ensure 

Fruitfulnass answerable, and increase ? 

Pleasing to thee ; by thee to this great end. 

All-fruitful mother, gently thus allur'd. 

All nature teems with life, from lordly man 

Down to the insect train, from tow'ring oaks 

Down to the tender grass, and from thy hand 

Exuberant, source of all things, grateful owns 

Kind parturition, and disburthening throes. 

Delighted woman in her eager arms 

Receives her smiling infant, and from theQ 
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Extatic learns the mother*s tender joys 

And soothing cares : and trains her rising youth 

To grateful love of thee, and heav*n's high King, 

Thy regal Consort : ready to devote 

Life for your honour and to guard the Gods. 

To thee we render glory. Genial still 

And good remain. Continuous blessings shed 

Around of plenty, love, and smiling youth. 

To our fiiir females yield a numerous race 

Beauteous, and strong, and brave, meet for the fight ; 

And oft incite thy Spouse to grant us wars. 

So never shall thy honour*d altars want 

Due offerings, nor thy name perpetual praise." 



Book 

in. 

V.1273— l«9l 



Ended the song, the sacred females bow 
Humble. The universal host in sign 
Of rev'rence on the earth desiring looks 
Bend fond, and gently touch with ported spears. 
Clamour of joy arose : and proud delight 
Beam'd in a conscious smile on ev'ry iace. 
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BOOK IV. 



VoL.1. 



ARGUMENT OF BOOK IV, 

Hymns to tfie Pagan Deities coruimied. The Danes by these superstitious 
rites are rendered furious for battle. Kelwulf*s orrivaL His amiy is associated 
with tfuU of the Danes. The latter insult and disdain the Mercian troops as being 
Christians^ and unworthy to be ranked with Heroes. Feasting in the Danish camp. 
The manners of the Danes described. Guthrun entertains the principal officers in* 
Us tent at a banquet, to which Kebvulf is. invited. Bards sing the praises and 
• characters of several Danish chiefs. Night. After the feast, Kehmlf privately 
opens himself to a confidential Mercian officer, and is exhibited as stung by poig- 
nant remorse for his desertion of Alfred, and as harbouring secret hate against the 
Danes. During the night, Satan, recollecting his threats and meditating revenge, 
assembles his powers in the air ; and divulges to them a project he has formed of 
departing to Hell, his awn world, to fetch from thence more fierce and subtle 
Spirits, as he finds his present forces ^unequal to cope with the Angels. The 
Demons applaud the design. Satan departs in secret on this embassy. 
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BOOK IV, 



V. 1— IS. 



JN OW tow'rd the altanr solemn move the priests 
Devote to mightiest Thor, and sacrifice 
Appointed lead along, two oxen large, 
With emblems proud adorn'd. Silence again 
Paus'd universal, as the victims fiJl 
Beneath the mortal stroke. The wonted rites 
Performed, th* attending bardsi their raptures high 
Awake to kingly Thor, and swell the song — 

" AU-fether's eldest-bom, mightiest of sons, 
God of the thunder, Thor, great King who rul'st 
In empire old the azure-vaulted skies 
And all the boundless air, receive thy praise. 
Aloft amid the pure empyreal arch 
Thy winding palace lifts its gorgeous pomp. 
Where countless halls and glittering domes outspread 
Rival magnificence and glorious shine 
Aftir, and golden^ columns high upraise 
Ceilings of silv'ry Sfdendor, blazing rich. 
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In endless range ; Thrudwanger nam*d, the house Boot 

Immense and radiant, chief of mansions, dwelt IV. 

By Gods or men. Exalted here thou fiU'st ^y^^^ 

Thy spacious throne, with majesty and pow'r 

Clothed inexpressible, and call'st around 

From ev'ry quarter, hastening to thy beck. 

Thunders, and meteors wing'd with angry fires. 

Winds, and red-flashing light'nings, rains, and storms, 

Pointing to each his place. They sullen move 

In due array behind thy high-arch*d car. 

Illustrious flaming Q*er astonished heav*n. 

And wait thy stern commands. Beneath thy feet 

The many-colour'd clouds their airy shapes 

Mingle, and rolling high their fleecy veils 

Overspread thy glittering structures, with meek grace 

Soflening th* empyreal blaze. The golden Sun 

From the deep-purpled east o*er highest heav'n 

Urging his gorgeous car, by Skihfax drawn 

The flamy steed of day whose radiant mane 

Illumes the earth when dawn's first splendors break. 

Passing surveys thy regal state, and ofl: 

Aw'd and enamour'd o*er thy brilliant tow*rs 

Hangs, wond'ring. Thou, superb-advanc*d, behold'st 

The earth outstretched immense, and from thy hands 

Dispensest genial seasons. Kindly rains 

Refresh th' expectant fields. Delicious airs 

Wave mild their odoriferous wings, and shed 

Plenty on nature's open breast. Soft; dews 

Breathe their rich-fostering drops o'er opening fldW'ra 

And wake the sleeping verdure. Second spring 
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Gray^pciints the summer's arid robe, and decks Bt)OK 

Anew .brown-changing autumn. All the earth IV. 

Smiiesr^gt&dy and from her Ixisom sends aloft "^^^f! 

To thee, the Godi oftseakDns, incense proud 

Fragrant-exhaling. Thus when calm6r 'skies 

Bespeak thee pleasf d ; aiid kind thou deign'st t6 hear 

Thy votaries* pray'rs. Not so when, oft-provok*d. 

Thy temper mutable, its brooding rage 

Vents terrible, and heav'h's Vast vault scai*ce holds 

ThBy desolating wrath. For when the foes 

Of Gods in secuet from thfeir nether worlds 

Ascending, hope insidious tpistirjprize 

The forts celestial, or by ibaill attack — 

To scale her guarded tbw'r& :- or when baa men 

By low and coward deeds iinfeeiise thine arm. 

Then on the world thy looseii'd terrors roll. 

Who can withstand, who can describe- thy rage ? 

Girt in thy belt of powYy . Which to thee adds 

Redoubled strength, and in thy g^^p upheld 

Thy thund'rous mace, which launched as oft returns 

Spontaneous, and thy iron gauntlets wrapt 

0*er thy broad hands, scorch'd else by blasting fires. 

Thou from thy burning portals issuest swift 

A gloomy being, terrible and vast. 

Summoning with voice tumultuous to thy side 

Darkness, and brooded tempests, and the night 

In sable horrors. They inrolv'd surround 

Thy wide-o*ershadowing throne, whose deep recess 

Blazes with forked light'jungs, and beneath 

Rides on pale-streaming meteors. At the sight 
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I iK uKKvix aU-UHTifitHl, $9d st«f8 aghast • feooK 

\\ ithJisiw their beams, an4 hi their Bky«y «iave» IV. 

k.sv^pe thy perilous ^pjyoftch. £aieloiig .. ^ ^ ' - v, 'ts-ios. 

Vi\u)i the low chambers of the souths tiiy 4;inii 

Advances dark, and rolling over heav'n • Ti ' 

Th' enormous wheels of thy cloud-nending dstr « - 

Horribly crash tremendous peak, as borne 

With fury irresistible they coibq , ' . . 

O'er vaulted skies, that undeniesth their. ivBight - ^ * 

Shake as to fall. Thou, unappaird, earect'st ; i. i - »!' 

Thine arm to heav'n, and on the prostrate wbild 

Launchest horrific thunders^ i^ythy side 

Destruction sits, and to thy rage ;supplie9* 
Arms inexhausted, forked fires, s^id clouds ' 
Pregnant with sulphurous globes, and flying storm 
Of sleets and hails, and meteor-rolling winds, 

» 

Roaring with rainy deluge. Hocks down-dasb'd 
Proclaim thy dreadful course, whose skyey tops 
And mountainous-hangiog brows with all their woods 
Deciduous rush ; unless thy whirlwinds stay 
Their passage in mid air, and there disperse 
Their shattered ruins. Promontories jRill 
Shiver'd, and ocean from his lowmost bed 
Rages in tumult Cataracts whelming roar 
Down all the hills, and drown the deep-sunk vales : 
Howl the bleak heaths afar : and nature all, 
Shudd'ring with terror, lies in panic awe ; 
While, home beyond this earth, the wild uproar 
Flies thro* the deep abyss pf air, and loud 
Resounding echoes at the fiery gates 
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(5f Surtur's blazing world, that stunn'd \tith noise Book 

Start at the sign the mighty habitants, IV. 

Transcendent King, be not this pow'r on us v, 109-137. 

Exerted ever ; ratlier on our foes. 

Bend thy hot vengeance. Still be thou, as wont. 

Our guardian friend. We name thy palace high. 

Refuge from terror ;• prove it such to us. 

We vow the plenteous sacrifice of beasts. 

Or if to thee more grfateful, ^ey^«i of mfen. 

Select from captive enemies, or choice 

Of our own heroes, ev'n of mightiest Kings, 

Demanded by thy vengeance, unappeas'd. 

But thou art friendly now : and kind receiv'st 

Less noble victims. So propitious long- \ 

Remain, and gen'rous blessings o'er us show'r." - 

» 

Hush'd by degrees, in trembling cadeiice sunk 

The mingling harpis, harmonious ;' and awWle- ' • 

.... * • . • • • 

Echoing applauses, loudly run^, dfeiiy'd ^ . .1 -: • ' 

Silence her place. Till mm in turn approach 
The sacerdotal band, to great Niord * • 
Consecrate, God who sways the boUndlesis main. 
Their victims due they lead; of animals ' 
Two rapid deer, and three tall hounds, a prize 
Meet for the pow'r who in the active chace 
Delights, and join*d with these, rich-sparkling silks 
And costly-broider'd vests, emblem of wealth, ^ 
Pleasing to him, whoise proud dominion yields 
Treasures inestimate to whom he loves. 
These offer'd medc, as wcmV &nd of the flesh 

Vol. I. u 
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Won by the chace part kept for scrfemn feasts^ Book 

Soon the due train of Bards in fonn*d array IV* 

Advance, and striking fuU the sonant strings ^iss^ieS! 
Thus the stem God in r^frous strains extol, 

'' God of the boundless ocean, mighty King, 
Niord, high name, who rul*st the swelling sea. 
Rivers, and waters all, and. winds, attmd 
Thy honoured rites. Great is Jthine awfiil pow'r* 
Fix'd by the wild sea's shore^ on sky-crown'd rocks 
Whence m wide prospect lies the azure deep. 
Thy airy palace hanger febric ijatiaxenae 
Of lucid brilliance, where the vierdant shine 
Of emerald pillars, mingling-rich, lifts high . 
Its starry dome. Along the sapphire tow*rs 
Set o'er its chrystal firmament, far-beam 
Innumerable (^ pr»a.».iol<ud, 

Of hues that deck ti;ie shpw'ry hoYf o( heav'n^ . li . 

While branching corals o'eff ti^e i^nber walls 
Fantastic spread their arb'rous shape^i^ ^nd seem 
Purpureal nascent rubies. D<^ within. 
Huge native caves % dripping chambers form. 
That echo each to each. th^Toaringiiviiids, > 
Music delightful, wi^ j§uU sjiifii.c^ : ii; , . 

In long succession to t^:lpog}y ear* . ^; * 

Forth from thy shadowy cetfsi^hou ctjitfti*^ aoByrd? . ; ; 

In orient pearls, and twiningi rf^qHs, .o>csp)r€)9id ; , 

On thy cerulean robe^ and str^tc;hi^ high 
Thy regal sceptre, the loud whirlwinds fly 
Amaz'd : and not ^. hfesij^ ^s^xbs d;^ smpo^, v . > 
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And placid bosom of the deep. Thou then Book 

Pleased view'st thy feir dominion, and allur*d IV. 

By the calm splendor of thy liquid plain, ^w^fg? 

Feel'st thy heart beat with dalliance, and to mind 

Recairst thy favorite sports, the rapid chace. 

Sports lov'd by heroes too, their fond employ 

After the battle. Then from out thy dens 

Thou bring*st thy weapons, thy tremendous bow, 

Form'd of the hugest pine that brow'd the hills. 

Thy quivers stored with masts of vessels wreck'd. 

And ponderous javelins, mighty oaks, dire-barfo'd 

With prows of shatter'd ships. Then launching vast 

Into the fathomless abyss, thou stalk^st 

Low mid the mass of waters, and serene 

Survey*st thy lair afar. The starting whales, 

Who know thy dreadful hand> thou glad pursu'st 

Terrible, swift as air, and from thy arm 

Dashing thy horrid darts, tranerfixest sheer 

Th' enormom mon^. Flood, of xinguine go* 

Purple the sea. Or underneath the isles 

Amid their pillared grots of deep recess 

Thou seekest gems and sea^-bredweahh, to deck 

Thy princely mansion, and the glittering vest 

Of Skada thy fair spouse who father kfves 

Her native mountains than thy stonily shores, 

Scarce lur*d by all thy splendtir to abide 

Within thy sounding halls; She of thy love 

Secure, compditd thy frequent interohai^ 

Of habitation, three successive niglrts 

Within thy dome roaraie and sea4ieat roeks^; 

u 2 
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Nine 'mid the mountains of her mighty Sire Book 

The great Thiassa. Here thro' howhng dens IV. 

Roar thy deep winds, and frpm their caverns fright vfmST 

The savage beasts, while o'er the steepest hills 

And hollow vales thou fly'st, or mid the night 

Stalk'st o'er the forest-tops aloft, and view'st 

By the moon's rays the huge wood-monster laid 

Sleeping, thy destin'd prey, ei^e earliest dawn 

Shall tinge the trees with light. O'er the wide lak^ 

Or the broad torrent-stream thou rid'st at ease 

Within thy gliding car, the brightscal'd fish 

Seizing, that cloth'd in azure-chaogibg gold 

Bask in the sun-transparent waves, dr fly . 

As arrows swift in vain, , But these delights 

Not so attract thee, as thy heaving realm,. 

Whither at stated hour thy steps return 

Joyful. Soon ent'ring 'mid thy palace bright, ; , = ; 

Should the wild ocean td its absent King '^ 

Forget allegiance, ot thy charge assign'd . ' 

Mad disobey, irascible thou soon 

Assum'^ the terrors of Almighty pow'r 

Incens'd. Inftiriate thou coUect'st thine acms^ ' : < 

Hurricanes pent in -caves, and gloomy fires, . 

Meteors, of thunder bora, and hail, and: rains 

And stormy gust, and in thy cloudy ^car, i • ; . ^ 

Of whirlwinds form'd, inwove with darknek6,i sail'st 

Tremendous o'er the rocks, and on the niain 

Dart'st all thy pow'r at once. . Th' a^tcmish'd sea 

Ascends in mountain surges to the sky, 

Roll'd upward fropi un&thomable depths, i . . 
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With horrible commotion. Islands huge Book ' 

And drifted rock^, convolving to and fro, ' IV. 

Totter o'erwhelm'd. FJeets> shatter'd, heavenward dart v. ft«^-e56. ^ 
On arching waves : down with tr^PSieDd^Us crash : ; 
Sunk instantaneous to the low'st alfy^> 
There fix'd, until the next succQo^ipg ^urge 

Upheave around their shiver'd mimm''^ ' 

And beams, and sails, and flqatingjca^^^Ases 

Of men, their crews. Resistless {all (f^e^^Qj^^ 

Rages afar ungovernable. .Earth^ij ..,.. :/ . ., ; 

Air, heav'n, convulsed, tji' i^jpfi^l^l^ ji|pr4p^ 

Commingling swell. Nor ends their wrath, until 

Thou satiate, bi<]^'^.,wdjfivwtl%hfnrrid^ • i I 

Retiring, thou akjei^i^t thy. rp^ ;)ini::r J nA 

Sudden heav'n, ocea^. ^^F^. ^^Ti^l^r ;F^PP^ 

So, if thou wilt, assembl^c^^piesi r^4^ r M ; r 

Safe o'er the gently-swdl^^i^^ j. .. , .: t 

Joyful their destin'd porL; Ql^f^:i^v;rijSigp[\Kiq^^^ •>] > 

Capricious, frail of temper, oB: our fleets -.1 s • .) ,«V 

With heroes fill'd, who own thy mghty pow'r ; ' • . 

And thro* the trackless <^ep, thy g})iding,|^pji 

Ask humble, oh^pi^gpjfipuf; JQol^,.,a|i^d j^ ,.,: 

Hither their destin'd cour^.ii^ j^lLarj^, d Im !-i .1 !\ • 

Soon to forsake Dorsetian shores. Oh ! send 

Prosperous breezes: ft'ejr thy silver waves , b xr V i oi • 

Waft them along. ipjxeace.;.p9rtit^pi4 c^8t siQo^jlJii: . ^ r 

The glassy sea, till its ^rene expuise ... ,- 

Reflects all col,«^\ijrs^^ aqd.mild rays of day^ 

Glitt'ring as gems : or mid the silent night 

Can'st bid the moon an^ radiant host of staiis 
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Behold another rival sky below. Book 

And all heav*n*s pomp inyerted. When our ships IV« 

Sfxeteh their white wings and &ev the azure breast v. 257—284. 
Fly of thy softly-tippling wat^ may then 
Our mariners exulting own thee good. 
And pointing from the deck thy verdant isles 
Or murm'ring main^ exclaim, '^ how lovely-feir ! '* 
* Thus spare our fleets : and this fair realm subdued. 
Oft may we sail from land to land, and wm 
Spoil, treasures, kingdoms, thy proud gifb, reserved 
For Heroes sole who know and honour thee." 

« 

Last moves the total train ' of • Biards cotijuact. 
And Dames prophetic by the Sovereign Chiefii 
Accompanied and^ Leaders from the troops 
Select, advancing all in crowded pomp 
Tow'rd a proud altar, with united praise 
Bent last to yield the tribute of their love 
To Brag^, God of high poetic lays. 
Music, and eloquence. Bards chief-inspired. 
And of the Gods pnme^favor'd, now advance 
Solemn, and striking rapt the deep-ton'd strings, 
Roll the rich tide of harmmiy and song; 

" God of poetic lays, by heaven to man 
Benign dispensed, whom muster's sounds, cmd verse; 
And winning eloquence, obey as Prince, 
Receive thy meed of praise. 'Mid listening Qods 
Irradiant seated on thy lofty throne. 
Thou ofi, to swell «tiierisd bliss, and Joys 
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Inefbkle diffuse, thy epleadid lyre ' Book 

Warbling attunest Silvery-trembtifig notes IV. 

Float thro' the stiller heav'n^ tiU thy sweet voice^ v^OTSl? 

HarmoniousJ^leiiidiQ^ luUs each ear di^ioe 

To fond oblivion and mute Idbgpiidttnent. * . | . 

Valhalla's dome, soft^choing; l»Batfaies around 

Slow-spreading aiis, that take titasente.surprizfd 

In listening extacy. Converse tho' loud 

Drops, suddea. HeEoest, paiiae, . «indr liendiiig calm. 

Lift the pleas'd ear, all to intense delight* 

Subdued, and to thy pow'r surrendered meek : 

Whether thy tender-streaming,< ^KHytiting fidls / s < 

Whisper celestial love ; or k>adQKistidu», ^ v^ 

Borne in rich pomp ako^ the sttmdingheaxr'n^r ! u. • 

O'erwhelm that']kad[tiii9:taraaapfini^ aMbrthe'SOid i! n 

Rouse to high ardoc TlMtr.thy j^iigiitty niotes. 

Wake frolic joy, cheering the* suaiptuuniik &teb. . 

Heroes impkon tAfoei toanrcrii tfaoeir nameeK; .^ *f ^o^ a o. 

Proud in thy raptirciursobgs^ among the Gikb : : .- <!.' ^ 

Sung frequent, honour sole by emuh>ui^ deeds 

Atchiev'd of heav'nly wajj. Thy wiinicig words < . 

Hold wondering Deities inficas'd.su^muie r!i , 

Hung on thy lips, whose wifccfailig*ekH|uetice, . .. .('• ' < 

Serene in wisdom, with detiqioii^^isway: ' * .ijcr) .// . . i j •?/ 

Composes ev'ry variance^- and aUays 

The rising passions to lacooordant peace; - .. . 

Thou own'st th' Almd^xky Odin^a precious gift^^- ; ii ^r »* i 

Source of poetic lays^ that drinki divine -. i .i/t; ^li .n r^*A * 

Blood of the great .Kuaser; Wisdom^s Prince^; I'-i . 

(Slain by fell malice. of heaffn'S^envioiw foes>) . 
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Bat by the King of heaven with .^dril large ^ • Boor 

Sought and obtained-: then by his^ gracious hand - IV. 

Mingled with hoiiey and celestial juice ^siS 

Drawn from that Trec^^ .whose rich-fed boughs o'erhang 

Mimer's prophetic stream : and last lo thee . . i : 

Consigned, thy sacred ministerial charge. 

Thou of this dear-ibrm'd drink to sons of men^ ' , ^ 

Thy favor'd few select, giv'st at their birth. 

Themselves unas^ng; Wbomthy love has chos'ii,? ' 

He with a solemn inspitatidn fir'd • ^ / ^ i* -^ ' | ^^ : 

Grows from his earliest youth : a tender g^ow • ' . } 

Extatic thrills along his conscious veins, -^ > 

Alive to ev'ry impulse ; soothing :sad .:.»;; ;r ! > . . ..^ 

His brooded thought' ImaginatiosiirQams .r; y\\V<y\:<\ 

Thro' boundless space^ • and wings her easy* flight : . . i . . 

From world to worid^ .\irMle airy pictures stand . . • 

Visible to his raptur'd sight, that bid ./ . / J •» 

His heav'n-touch'd mouth with answering ^eloquence' ' 

Sound themes of ihightiest import^ and. awake //. 

Glory &int<lrooping in the doubtful breast^? . ! 

And swell heroic rage, aind patriot zeal: - i ' .^^ 

Or terrible alarm the shudd'rintg soul ;' ; . • : j , k • / . 

Or melt the frame with 'gentle strain&of lov^ . ; - \. i o 

And tender-weeping pity : or'witb joy •; ■ / 

Ravish the gayly-beating heart* >;The soul 

Aw*d and subdued, he with a native pow'r 

Bends to his purpoike; and .wit^ care implante. . 

Deep in the opening heart theipcegnaxit seeds ; ! - 

Of virtue, rich-imbued withrmeliow'd sweets. 

While truth, array'd in numerous measures, fills 
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Adhesive, as the freshening dews of heav*n. Book 

Song with immortal glory can surround IV. 

The star-like name of whom it loves ; the meed v. 345—374: 

Envied of heroes, and by merit won. 

Hence thy lov'd spouse, the fiiir Iduna, bears 

That never-dying fruit, whose taste confers 

Perpetual youth. Thou from heav'n's King liimself. 

Father of magic verse, obtainest oft 

And giv*st to sons of men, favored of thee. 

The Runic Rhymes miraculous, whose pow'r 

Can from the dark grave call the mould'ring dead 

Astonish'd back to light, and bid them stand 

Rob'd as with ghastly life, in pristine shape. 

To ope the brooding mysteries of fate 

And deep futurity : or. strains that breath'd 

Can in mid tempest hush the roaring winds, 

Stiird to meek Silence : or along the air 

Uplift the charmed possessor, floating safe 

Thro' darkness, and his uncouth way obscure 

Winnowing amid the pathless infinite. 

Some grav'd on leaves, can heal the poignant pangs 

Of wounds, or pale disease ; some fervent-pour'd 

Can charm the hostile sword, ev'n when uprais'd 

To strike some bloody deed, alid bid it fall 

All-pow'rless from the spell-struck wearer's hand. 

Some sooth malignant hate, : to other charm 

Implacable: or in alluring chain 

Win and preserve the soft-eyed virgin's love. 

Some tell the nature high of ey*ry God 

And Essence spiritual, that animate 

Vol. 1. X 
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Nature thro' all her works : or render sweet Book 

Solitude, till the rich possessor grows IV. 

In dreariest station reconcil'd and blest v. 375—40*. 

These fancy-prompted lays alliance near 

Claim fond with music's flowing harmony. 

Thy second precious gift. Thou kindly first 

Bad'st wond'ring man from art-disposed strings 

Or hollow tubes elicit magic sound. 

That breaks with rapture the delighted air. 

And various utters to the human heart 

An universal language, whose free tones 

Wake ev'ry passi(m in th' according breast. 

Thee owns the lyre its Parent, and soft lute. 

The mellow harp ; the trumpet loud, the ^riii 

Clarion, the breathing flute, the bellowing drum. 

And clashing cymbal. Oft in union full 

Commingling, these the solemn pomp of sound 

Roll rich along, majestic, and inspire 

Ardor and high exploits, and fire the rage 

Of tempest-roaring war. Then sadly sweet 

Plains single the meek lyre, or sighing flute, 

And tenderly evokes the silent tear 

To grace some dirge for heroes freshly falPn, 

When in the cold tomb laid : or whispering soothes. 

With cautious touch, extatic-trembling round, 

Sorrow in saddest mood, and mild averts 

Sullen despair. Then sportive melody 

Rouses the jolly dance and moving grace. 

Or glads the rosy-smiling festal hour. 

And happy nuptial rite, and natal day ; 
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Or Itills to tranquil ease disturbed pain. Book 

Such music's pow'r, these thy so varied strains IV. 



Exalting, melting, ravishing the soul. v. 405-434. 

Then thy last gracious meed, not honoured least 

By noble men, to thy two other gifts 

Congenial, close-assimilant, thy love 

Imparts to chosen favorites : the prize 

Of flowing eloquence, by mightiest chiefs 

Sought eager, and from thee suj^liant implor'd. 

For from the graceful lips of whom thy hand 

Pregning has touch'd, persuasion smoothly rolls 

Alluring language, whose rich-moving stream 

Clear, copious, full, o'erpow'rs th' entranced throng 

To meek obedience and attentive awe ; 

Drinking those honey 'd words, that draw the soul 

Tow'rd the niov'd Orator : prompt still to feel 

Varying emotion,^ as his gradual swell 

Vehement thunders wrath, and wakes the storm 

Of frenzy-burning battle ; or composed. 

Solemn his gently-soothing fetlls appease 

Infuriate multitudes to calm repose. 

Celestial Arts ! thy treasur'd, high rewards 

Beneficent indulg'd to human kind ! 

Oh ! liberal show'r thy envied boons. Diffuse 

To thy prophetic bards, adoring thee, 

Rapturous song, and music's moving strains : 

To mighty chiefs spontaneous eloquence. 

Rousing each passion thro' their list'ning trains. 

So shall thy altars ^lendid blaze, and thou 

Be crown'd with lofliest honours, while we own 

X 2 
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One pow'r of music, eloquence, and song." Book 

IV. 

Now ceas'd the strains mellifluous, and applause v. 435-^^3. 
Triumphant rose around : whose echoing swell 
Cheer'd the glad bards, and proud-attending chiefe. 
Silence expectant floated thro* the air. 
As Odin's holy priests now grave advance 
To the high altar's verge, and there full seen 
Raise loud the solemn voice, and precepts high 
Inculcate, giv'n to men by heav'n's great King : 
Promising heav'nly love to those alone 
Who die in battle ; who adore the Gods : 
Who faithful cherish friends, and wives, and chiefs, - 
Revenging all their injuries and deaths ; 
Who kind and hospitable spread the feast 
For welcome trains : who dread fer worse than death 
The name of Coward, These their moral guides 
The multitudes receive with rev'rent awe. 
And burn for future battle and to meet 
Again the recreant English. Combat fills 
Their eager thoughts. With sudden frenzy fir'd. 
Many vociferously demand the rites 
Of customed tournament with captive foes 
Ta'en in preceding fight, to augur thence 
Success of future war ; " fit instruments 

Now sole to yield delight and pleasure high 

In pompous spectacle : since on themselves, 

(To death preferring mean captivity 

Nor plunging in their breast the previous sword), 
'* They have induc'd foul ignominy, worse 
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" Than thousand deaths, or terriblest revenge : Book 

" The scorn of ev*ry finger, sole reserved IV. 

" For games, or victims of the sacrifice." v. 464-491, 

The Sov'reign Guthrun, thus demanded, mild 
Answers. — " Th' approach of eve invites the feast. 
And praise of bards, becoming noble men. 
Victorious now in battle. Future day, 
Not distant, shall behold proud tournaments 
Fought with our captive foes, omen of fate. — 
Now toward the ready camp our steps return." 

He said, and acquiescent soon, the host 
Prepares to seek the tents. As thus the crowds 
Turn now, that occupy th* extremer verge. 
Behold ! full-gleaming on their ravish'd sight, 
Wide o'er the nearest hill, standards, and hosts 
Moving in radiant armour, plain advance. 
Swells instantaneous the loud shout of joy. 
The news quick-spreads from mouth to mouth. All fix 
Their eager eyes. '• 'Tis Kelwulf, Kelwulf," all 
Exulting echo. Pouring o*er the hill, 
Lo ! steeds and banners, shields and flashing spears, 
Innumerous in succession, rush to view. 
Bright in the setting sun, the splendid trains 
Shone as they moved along, like rolling fires 
Ravaging broad some woody vale, and borne 
Onward in spreading volumes by the wind. 
Swifl they advanced, but silent. Sounds of bards 
Or echoing strains none rose. Resounds the earth 
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Under their thronging feet, as swells the roar Book 

Of thunder rolling distant. Likrger now IV. 

They spread upon the sight, BsnA cross the vale v. ^nlall 

Contiguous, and ascend the champaign wide 
In deep procesaoa of immeasur'd length. 

Supreme in eminence in front appeared 
Kelwulf their haughty leader, as he came 
Majestic borne upon his coal*black steed. 
Noble in aspect : but downcast he seem'd. 
And his fix'd look, beneath his bending casqae. 
Sullenly eyed the ground. Nor splendor less 
Adom'd his stature than might well become 
Mightiest monarch. Shield inlaid with g<^. 
And pliant mail, with golden tissue wrought, 
Hung mantling o'er him : his huge breast-plate flamVl 
Auriferous, and around his plumed helm 
Glitter'd a kingly diadem. Nor there 
Shone not the regal tufas, near upborne 
Royalty's waving ensigns : while aloft 
Floated along the air in spreading folds 
Imperial standards, pompous, roiling broad 
Their ostentatious pageantry : a train 
Of mighty chieftains near their titled King 
FoUow'd, less decorate in arms, but proud 
Bounding on warlike, richly-mantled rteeds. 
Thus as their van approach'd, the Danish King 
Commands his circling troops to ope meet space. 
Thro' which may jiass the coming host and reach 
The lofty altars, where selected chiefe 
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Exalted stand. They at his word dispart Booje: 

Instant their thronging files^ and soon present IV. 

Double array, whose fiuther,: curved ranks ^vfw^^ 

Elliptic met, and ftiU to view display'd 
Within th' inclosing range, t&e pillar'd mound, 
High-crown'd with martial state. The sovereign- King 
Waves in mid air his outstretch'd spear, to^ guide 
Th' advancing army's course. They conscious bend 
Thither their hastening bands> and enter soon 
Th' expectant hosts, ranged oppposite. 

As thus 
Pass'd on the summoned pow'i-s, from either side 
Insulting hisses rose, and hostile scorn. 
Rude laughs, and taunts illib'ral, which they> bor«« 
Not daring to resent Too well their chief 
Knew that revenge upon the lowest slave 
Among the Danish ranks, would soon induce 
On his whole people signal fate, o'erwhelm'd 
In universal massacre. He knew, 
And prudent had forewarned his legion trains 
Patient to bear all insult, as the sole 
Hope of escape or pledge of safe rebim. 
Grief mark'd each English count'naofice, and despair 
Oleam'd in their piteous eyes, now to observe 
Themselves thus sad-enslav'd, to cruel scorn 
Passive expos'd, and 'gainst their country thu$ 
Compeird in arms : but all remembered well 
Their titled Sovereign's monitory words, '] 

When grieving he convok'd his numerous pow'rs, 
CalVd by tlie Danish mandate, and had lefi; 
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Penitent, mournful, his disturbed throne .Book 

To join the war. Nor did they now withhold • IV. 

Obedience : conscious that their utmost aid 

Should they refuse, soon had their country own'id 

Horrors insufferable : Mercians wide 

And fertile province soon resistless whelm'd 

In ruinous waste ; and them, their wives, and babes 

Ras'd by the sword. Thus pass'd they gloomy on, . 

Till their broad van arriv'd the pillar'd height 

Where stood the kingly generals. Stops the host 

In long array, by due command, afar 

Repeated. 

Oskital impatient^ now 
First breaks the solemn silence, and accosts • 
Imperious thus their. Vassal-Prince. " What spoil 
Bring ye from those rich provinces, so late 
Crossed in your journey, and what numbers. fiwell 
Your summoned legions ? " ^ . . .. 

Kelwulf bending 'k>w . 
Mild answers. " Noble Sovereigns,, as we berit ■ 
Hither our rapid course, we found the land 
Evacuate by the natives, terrified . 

' T 

With fame of! our approadi, and fi-om our sttps j. ; . 
Fled previous, wittothem borne whate'er could yield 
Sustenance, or admit removal. Gone ' ■ .; . 
Thus from their homes, of shelter destitute. 
We know not whither they have fled otiSfeught • : . ! ' 
Refuge, unless with Alired's armed host, .: 
Therefore we bring no spoil, the plundered; waste 
Of countries left : but from our province lead 
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Whtkt force and numben could be well convened 
From countries wide^ yet rare of habitants^ 
Thmifd by continuous slaughter^ 9ad the w^ste . 
Of ceaseless ravages o'er all the pla^n^ ; . 
Which dreadful scourges^ blended, have destroyed 
Multitudes, else convoked to aid your war/' 



With this response unsatisfied, the fierce 
Oskital quick rejoins: " I ni^rk your mind: ysQ\i .<;.omie 
Destitute then of spoil, which we ourselves 
Had fail'd not to amass in progress^ long 
As your's. Ye wish not to oppress, or hurt 
Your countrymen, .but studious seek, to screen 
From injury, afi^ suffer to esca^pe. 
With all that they possess, lather 4h|ui being 
Riches to us, your masters. But attend . 
My words, the words of eypry D^e in qqv^tt 
If henceforth ye exert not all your Source, /i, ^ 
Conjunct with us, to spoil and sapk this re«(lm 
Victorious still in battles on jdw^ day 
When faint ye shrink, of icoward twii frooti fight . ^ 
That day, no longer deemU oujrcfiaf»ds, latdsppr^ 
To till our lands, and serve our wars and feasts^ 
We hold you mprtal foes, and ie^ you t^rn /' 
Unconquerably arms^ . overwhelming soon 
In spareless carnage jail your traitor-^w'rs. 
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Scarce had hccep^^d^ whenjhideousk claBKWur.roile 
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Unanimous fi*om all the Danish b^ds, 
Dreadfiil, as when in &^ish>i Indian wilds 
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Troops of assembling tygers, mad fdr bloofl, ' - * ^ ' - BbiJk 
Prepare in one innumerous host to pour . ' ' W: /.jiVv, • 

On villages and * haunts • of m^n, what time » ^ '" '^ \v7m^^. 
The natives iist, aghast, < at dead midhfght '-^ •• -^ ^ " 
The swelling thtinder'6f their distant roarsi '*' - ^^^ ^' -^ ' 
And pfompt to save the^ii^ hbm^s, theiAselveS; theiV biktfes, - 
Spread sudden all the land with blazing fires. 
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Nor unAlft?m"d th6 EttgKsh heat thiir fate 

Menac'd, whom next the Sovereign Giithrun thui i • j ^ » 

* 11 

More mild accosts. " Henceforth yoUr forces rest ' 

Subject to my supreme cotamand, ytourselVes ' ' 

Still their immediate teaA^rs. N<!w with us - • - ; /> . jo /^ 

Turn your prompt march tow'rd ^^vfr ' Capacious' camp^ ' ' . ' ' ' ' ^ ^ 

There to enjoy feasts ^d' ttie i^ongaof bardis, '' ' • ' ' ' ' 

Revels and triumph, the desenr'd reward 

Of our magnific Tietefy, andtoyonf- f ./ / :.i .- ^ /.. 

Refreshing solace of fatigM ttnd.toil, ' /: : ' <^ '* * ' ' - -^ 

Earnest of future pl^asut^s, glorias high, ' 

To be atchiev'd by battles :mth out foes, ' ^ 

Till we subdue ' this 'kangdoMi, and enjoy • > 

All as bur oim^; it&habitailitsibw slaves/'- ^ 
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Strait all the Danish lKMt$, With Kelwutf^s^bbfxb 
Toward the wide camp direct their soilhdingjliatrb]^. 
O'er them innumerous ensigns splendid '^iaV'd ' ' 
Their martial blazonry, and loud the blair 
Of thousand trittMipMtBth^debp tumult swdrd - 
Of warlike instruments, concordaht Toird - ? 
Thro' the full air, ^Bhouts ib^ of madd'iiing hosts ' 
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Triumphant, oft invoking God$ to mark ' Book 

Their mighty pow'rs and terrible array. , : IV*: 

Thte as they move, the Dai^sh hosts. aloud . vTeSS 

Deride their new aaaociate peers>' and biwid i - ;: «-» i* n T 
With ignominious napies of^ '' Ghnstiaas, sla^eft i i 

Mean, coward InfideLi. War, war alone i .;'.:.•? 
Becomes brave heroeq. ..But your Sovereign bums il ..:; * •/ 
To 'stablish peace, and tariAr!!a<oeIestial joya ' i:ii ii/:i/\ 

Eternally excludo^; JH^e; sole inspires ., . :. -jritwok^r 

Submission calm to lawa> and doting priests ;: ;"c! » ( 

Schooled in some vainjr^ligioii^ servile, poor, . <:>vXr 

Fitted for souls like yQiir'Sf jYou^i^woIdiiiiea I ^.» rlfji; j/^ 
Grey hair'd amid yfftiPi j^^l^^ ^^ieiiesj^t^l'wom, >i fi:- > .^ iI Jk./. 
Whom soon disease will dijag ijito thQigrBV«>:;. ^ ! ^):l^ ]■ zil t?*/- 
Sinking in helpless weakness^ ' i iLook thro' us; -i^lI wh al 

We sole display yoi^9g.heK(ea,^fvaJh>: flobust» ... ^ aifvf-^ 
Gigantic, apt for^^fifle^:, i^^bfilieaiE ' .:i ;vV' ? : I r-xit A 
Are prematurely gone to heav^'nls ^If^.J^yig;. : . i,j jai miJt cT 
Swords in their hap^d^* B^<)on?e^ -^ly^y at Iiwt ' .ii ]j} / oT 
The glorious honour pf . li^^oiiiing 9>€n>.:' . ji ! 

Bum henceforth, ii^ypiijdai^^ to^eod jfOttrlivfei^' .' yot.r: i) 
Amid the hottest fi^4 uBAw>^fm»p for^gdb ^r/hr n ibif^ vnijin 
Your base religion, and l^g^^rthy 4»^,^ - jiho nr \':i.r^ 
Seeks to conciliate Odifi^.and Iho' kte i I 
Win proud afdmifl^H^A to biftihap^.halla. . . : . .i^' \ i 
But tho* ye IgVff n<i^i«rud iMa valiant jOOW, ;i^ i) 31'* ''I^'- :a.,^ .1 
Else — ^you have heatrditi»rdiin]^»MUs thteaifeid^cil^ i:I 

Insulted thus the Efaglishilegibiis pass ' ; .u^' : :^ f i^^l ^ilT 
Amid th' exulting Ikobs^x^wiki «ia«h «k]ng'llx>^ '^i: i/i : r^ 'j'>i^ 
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In frantic tumult, sin^ng Odin's name. Book 

The joys of valour, the contempt of death, IV. 

Clarions and thousand martial sounds incense • v. eeei^b^X 

Their emulous rage, while in responsive strains ' 

I'hey utter rapturous songs of ancient bards, 

Familiar in each mouth, from sire to son < 

Traditionally taught. Chanting in strains; 

Alternately, confused, with hideous noisb • . ; r 

Now they arrive the camp; and entet^ing- soon . * 

In long succession, thro' the crowded t^nte^ 

Disperse, all conscious of their ordered plate: '^ 

Separate the English bands in'istation ope'. ^ 

And less commodious find ;ab]ode. . Nfeaf ^hese- 

Are fix'd the hapless train dfpris'tters, iba'en 

In the last battle, who dishonoured place 

Share now with oxen, and the spoil of beasts. 

A fame liad pass'd that Guthron lidid deji]gn*d 

To form incarcerating ^ovels^ best ^'^ '• ' ' . 

To yield the captives shelter ; now they stood ' • 

Bound in ignoble chains' to mafisiVe stones 

Or trees. The Mercians with tfegret surrey • 

Many their captive cocintrymefty whom ofiicfr^ ' - < - ' 

They knew in other station, ere rmdH ^ -^^ ,ri > -jii m 

Parted their union. Thesd in nifserynow ' - 1= >:!• ^ , 

They could not, nor had dar'd, relieviei^^ ^hen t^se . 

MarkKelwul^ the -proud chief, once &vcir'd Mgb ' 

In Al£red*s fiiijtbfol host,' with mournfialMaks 

And sad expressive gestures they deplore 

His &tal conduct, and his powers enslav^dl' > < 
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Nor seem'd he callous or linmoi^'d: as^dnia^i .'..:: ' ^ 
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He caught their mien, involuntary tears Booc 

Suffus'd his eyes, which his a^erte4 iace IV. 



Soon hid from sight. To him in pensive mood v. 696^785. 

Thus occupied, near his chief captains, now 

Deputed heralds invitati(m high 

Bring from the Sov'reign Leaders to attend 

Appointed feast in iSuthrun's kingly tent ; 

Thus to partake a night to general joy 

Devoted, honoured as the martial peers 

Of noblest Danes, by condescending grace* 

The chiefe with sad obeisance bow, and meek 

Receive the kingly message, promising^ 

Observance due. 

Thro' all the ei^r camf>> 
Festivals now begun proclaim the shades 
Of eve advancing &st. The spacious tents 
Are universal throng'd with armed guests^ 
Rang'd in their several bands. , Down by their sides 
Repose their ponderous shields, and round the tent» 
Rest their tall spears, while seated they surround 
The crowded tables, loaded .with the flesh 
Of oxen, boars, and deer, which they devour 
In meals enormous. Matrons, vii^ns fidr. 
Willing attend, and to their hands present 
Frequent the mighty skuU, with flowing beer 
Crown'd, and exultii^ quaffed with ardent vows- 
Of iiiry on the foe, or mention proud 
Of noble captains, or remembrance sad 
Of fallen friends. Impatient all aspire 
For future battle, and already part 
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England's rich southern province as their own, ^ Book 

The pest subdued : — on Alfred they disvotc • IV, 

Vengeance, and fond renew their formei* vo#s> • * v. •!«5^755. 

To eqnal their high chiefs in valour : theiii' 

Not to survive, but enter in their train . k: . : 

The hall of Odin: furious to avenge 

Each other's death : to face five foes : to shrink 

Never fix>m death, but smilmg court te ™una. 

Bards pass around,* and sing in raptured strains 

The praise of all the brave, denouncing stetn 

The dreadful doom of cowards. Allthe canip 

Resounds afar with revels, and their loud ■ ' 

Carousal, warlike songs, and savage howls, ' 

That hill and valley echo round: 

Nor left* ^• 
Festivity now reigns amid the tent ' 
Regal of mighty Guthnin, hung ar6und * ' m:; r \ /in 
With armour^' shidcis, and scalps <if 'fefeiil v here, met 
In high assettrbtag^', ail the sovereign Klings, 
Guthrun, and Oskital, and Amund sk; ' ' 
Attended by their numerdus-thtdhgihg chiefe, ^ 

Noblest and greatest, and a stately train > . ' 

Of royal-vested bards; ' «nd . kaoted priesti^ " 

Consecrate to each higher God;' «ihd these ' 
Augmenting, Kelwttlf^s .|>rincely «otnjpaby i 
Of Mercian chiefe' mng'd intetmix^cl i- ' iBat' he • 
Amid his ample train sat ihuCe,. and'Seem'd '^ *^ 
Pensive, nor cheerful, thoi"' the stable rang " > . i ^; - 
With revelry, wMe plentebpsi viands^ ^pfread • * * 

Its wide extent, of ven'son arid t^e fleeih ^ '»- /nii: \ - . • ..: 
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Refier^'d from sacred rites; ttnd.hydrohieK Book . 

And'luscious mead, and gen%piis wifiee^ around ;ifl^^.' .' 

BSS^d copiously in polish'd gobletB, fdcm'd - \.'> v^^^^ 

Of art-deck'd skulls^ ( cnripufihihlaid with gold 

And graceful serv'd by smiling vivgins, chos'n . i 

From all most beauteous;. iH^akifag Joy/and love, a,' 

Guthrun in highest, place amid rhis bards • 

Oft rising fillsaniafnpleisknUv and drinks 

To Odin's honour for pcoud/i^ibtory; :> 

To Preafor theKmeedofipleintyy Thor.S' ' 

For genial seast^ns, andrtaiother Ci^ds : 

Successive, Thep-ithe memoiy fcmd recctUs . > / 

Of warriors fall'n in battt^^ aaadifcbe/ciip ... ^ 

Quaffs to their praise, i - iHeffoe^ and' Yicgins' sing / !: \ 

Alternate verses, the politer msrk 1; wi ;.; . > T 

£3teem'd of gallantry ; and fondly learnt 

In hours of peace.. - WiTes .Uwojiftt^; end ^eer 

Their wounded husbanf^ tO; rene^rld; i9ssa,u^ ^ n ; i ! : 

In future war, v^d( to their valour b^ay^;. . i v / 

Proud-envied testimony ; giv'n to tione \[\ 

Reproaches, fear'dby heroes woi^elthan death: 

And vow to educate their/ tnilmt spils [ . 

In their forefathers' steps. . Ypuii^^^t^ampiH bpast 

Now of their skill in spngs.of fame^ H^bat^Msis,' 

They know by ns^}Q^ t€[ gi|ide tb^ir. trfu^kless course 

Amid the foamy deep : how well tljiey swin^. 

Or fly across the ice on sounding skates : 

Anticipate an earlyf death, and tell 

The various pleasures of heav'n's palaces, 

Burning for future war ; meanwhile they vow 
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To ravftge all the land : deride their foes '• Book 

And Alfred : Oskital extolling hi§^ IV. ; 

For leagues of peace infiing^d. . v. 786-815. 

ArxoganbQow 
Oskital boasts the merit to have broke 
Treaties, ignobl^r wrested, and his bate:* 
Personal of Alfred loud declares : . whom much 

t 

He scorns that his too xareduloos faith should deem^ii . : 
Heroic souls could e'er be bound by. oaths . ! . . * i 

Invoking Christian Gods. Henceforth remains :) : 

For Alfired to admire what heroes dare:' 
When rallying once again his shattered poWrs^ 
He leads them to slaughter, till his mad . 
Insatiate folly back learn at last, how vain > / / 1 

Against th' omnipotent to threaten war. 
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To whom in answet Outhhin teUs, > thaC so<m 
The foe shall meet faiir w6jf in open^ ftera ' ' - 
Where they may &11 like heroes, and the DaAes 
Swell Odin's legions : prays it ihay even^ 
The lot or of himself or other King 
Alfred to meet in single fight, and try ^ J 
The prowess of his arm: fer he alone 
Remains the bulwark of die English host, 
Else shrinking Still from hard contest: he sole- 
By equal skill and courage rules and guides 
The universal army, whom Success,' 
Him absent, ne*er could favor ; nor on land . ' 
Nor on the main : on- both, the English pOW*rs 
Shall soon be proved. The puissant Danish fleet 
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E^ipp'd in men tad numbers no assault .B^^^ 

Neediear from Alfred's 'meaner 8<|iiadr<Ni, poor IV. 

In eetmin as in force, to lowest^^tabe 
Reduc'd, ere he its slumb'ring streogth reviv'd. 
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Now Amund (oekbiates the rapturous joys 
Of splendid festivals like these, the meed 
Of glorious war : boasts if himself could meet 
Alfred in fight, the .English ra^Aarph'^ crown 
Cleft should decidubbs -Tanisby eod his skuU 
Soon pendent on his own broad belt, . the next 
Proud feast should see chang*d to a drinking-cup, 
QuaiF'd by e^fth nob^ mouth. Such converse hoU 
Th* exulting chieflaim, till the solepin bar ds 
Raise now th' expected ThajModies of j^se 
On loud-rung harps, sweird by. fheir ^raiicing yoia 
Recording mighty dfi^, . !^^h their owi^ eyes 
Have witnessed, whil^i^ir.inajic diptiqn rdls 
Poetic ardor, a«>4^fer^f|.€low, ,.,, ; 

Of sacred inspir«K^:, ^oT^^g,deep,,. , „,, . 

£ach yielded heart AlterBal^'<^ey sesound . ,.■>•«) 
Guthrun, the greafc^.tte k»i«ly> hero; gpod^ . ,,.;:., :,,,,[^(\ 
And &v'rite hifh of Grods: Oskital bold, ., ... • , , 

Valiant, the w^ah^y Sov!reig;^ f i^mu^d brave. 
Noble aikl &ee, the ;wacrior's gen'rou? .fnend, 
The soul of feasts, the this|i^4^ of the.field: ^ ^ 
Inexorable Hubb^, stei;n» ,uBon<y^'d 
In direst danger : HingiffM'^ bi^ ^on^ieer, ' , . 
Skill'd in the magic Reafei^, , FPKtby sqn ■ . . 

Of the proud i|KWt>i!C!b SLegner, who in death 
Vol. L z 
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Laugh'd joyful ; Haldene pensive, but in iwar : Book 

Insatiate : Frena, friend of liberty, IV. 

Hater of tyrants : Sidroc, in the field v. 83«-b64» 

Terrible, nor in armed ships a foe ' i 

Less dread, or skilPd. These noble names^ conjunct 

With many a chief and potent thane, their songs ' 

Echo : and rouse the patriot flame, and love l 

Unsatisfied of glory : then the Gods, 

Hymn'd solemn, win attentive awe : the dian^e . . • 

Dangers and conduct of the lajsit proud field . j ' ; . . . 

Commemorated ravish evei^ ear. 
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Thus wore the night, while all the joyous caibfji^ > v ! f> f*. f * 
Commit each wild excess, deeming to please * . •'.•. . i'. 
The Gods, invok'd by ev'ry warrior noW 
And pictured to each fancy visibly ' • •. . 

In various ensigns and abodes. Such faith 
Familiar knowledge of their pow'l^ diviiie. 
Taught by the bards, inspired. All madly v6w 
To wake like revels, firom the plundered waste 
Of provinces adjacent, till the day 
Dawn <^ wii^'d battle with the hostile rdnib " ' < " ■ : < i ; • ; 
Hitbter approachU " •••■'•: ':■'•''»■* .-iV.-i; •■':■(•,,:■ i ., '. \ 

At length 1)y; slo^'He^liieteS " 

The caxap grows hiish'd ; the feasts di^hre; the mdh 
Retiring to their tents, seek esLch the bed •-"*•* *•' * 
Of their ofl-varied spouse. Chiefe'own a train' 
(Custom allow'd, and knaric of honour deeih'd) 
Of beauteous females, emulous to win 
Their constant love, wild-ranging, nor confin'^ 
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To (me in tender union, but the glow Book 

Of lawless nature. Wives theiij infant sons IV. 

Nurture to deeds of arms/ and fopd inure ^ff^SSf 

To scenes of blood, ere yet their ui^us'd limbs 

Can wield the spear, or bear the weighty mail. 

Their daughters, bred alike to wounds and death 

Attentive learn to staunch the throbbing wounds 

Of father, brother, friend, physicians sole. 

And honoured as divine. Now faipt .. arise 

The sounds of mirth, and night to sleep resignaf 

Her o'erdrench'd revellers. 

Bu(; npt to sleep 
Kelwulf retir'd : he in his tent awake. 
At midnight amid dim and silent gloom 
Lab'ring with anguish and the poignant sense 
Of deep regret, held witib a Mc^rcian chie^ 
Young, true, and by the rehel-*80v*reign lov'd. 
Sad conference : and to him his burthen'd soul * 
Thus opened. 

^^ Wretched man : what then avails 
Kingdom or pow^r to me, tho* I possess 
The sway I sought. Unworthy, 1 forsook 
My country, friends affectionate, and high 
Respect and favour of my rightful Kiog, 
To win a miserable throne. Vain hope ! 
Forsaken thus of happiness, the love 
Of virtuous heroes, and my own, esteem. 
The slave of cruel enemies : compell'd 
Against my country thus to rise in arms : 
To slay my count7yiQen,..my former. friends, 
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IV ^HrrscvMtv n4i^k>n, and indocti fiooc 

l^av >\^HU honors, war and tyranny, IV. 

Aud sijjfv^d eternal ruin o'er the land* ^w^S! 

A(H>atUng thoughts ! oh ! could I yet become 

»'hat once I was ! could I agam return 

To duty, and my country's rights defend !— • 

But no ! it cannot be. — How could I fece 

My injur'd countrymen ? or with what eyea 

Could they receive me? pointed but with sneers 

By all the common troops whom 1 so tote 

Commanded ! — How should 1 behold the Kingv 

To me so kind, or Rayner, to my heart 

Once dear as life, whom I ungrateful left. 

And from their cause seduc*d so many, now 

Involved in equal misery > — Oh f that shame 

I could not bear : the dtead, dtstraciting thought 

Terrifies me. No ! I must still support 

My present lost condition, and fight on. 

Detested and despis*d by all the good : 

The scorn, the store of tyrant foes : and die 

At last ignobly, by no tender tear 

Wept, nor reposed within an honoured tomb 

By the kind hand of love. No bards will give 

My name to future times, but with disgiM 

Turn from my mention, or will warn ak>ile 

Others to shun my treachery. Oh f my friend, 

Too fidthful Bemulph, my overloaded htart 

Sinks fidnt within me, stung with conscious pangs^ 

Intolerable — ^lost — '* 

He i^ke, and toan*d 
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Silent iip(»i the youtiifiil herd^s nedc. Book 

While long-drawn sig^ dee|»4ieai!^d, bespoke a heavt' IV. 

SoreH^iarg'd. The gen'tons youth \nB mov'd, and felt 

Compassion's melting influence. ^ Say not, losty'' 

With cheering voice be added, ^ bnt resume 

Courage, and wait composed a change of filter 

What chieftain more his fottowers* xealova k>ye 

Possesses dearer than yourself, who all 

Are ready to devote their Hves to save 

Their Leader ? Sovereign now, acknowledged such 

By all. They mark not, nor thus deeply feel 

Their country's sufferings, happy to obtain 

Sustenance glad, and wm their Sovereign's love/' 

Not ^us appeas'd, his heart-felt speech resomes 
Th' unhappy Kehvulf '' Oh ! that I alike 
Had been some common soldier, to the will 
Subservient of my chief, nor with high pow'r 
Invested, whose fair-tempdng sembknce won 
Me from fideli^ ! How glad would I 
Kow yield up all my titled state, and be 
As one of them, might I again redeem 
Forfeited honour, and by good men lov'd^ 
Die as an honest man, my countrjr's cause 
Bravely defending ! But just heav'n decrees 
My punishment I see, and strongly feel 
My country's miserable state, denied 
Now ever to afford my treacherous aid. 
All will abhor me, while with grateful praise 
Posterity and all th' admiring land 
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Sh&U bless the host of Alfred, scorning still . . BqOK 

My tebel powfrs. Tho' with their presepitsts^te .^ IV; 

Content' they reck not now theii?, future lyoes, . y^^SSS 

What reparation can I make to/men 

Once good and faithful ? now by me ^duc'd 

From duty*s virtuous path, thro' love to me ^ 

And &ith abused, who with their future sons 

Down to posterity must now become 

Wretched thro* me : henceforth of slaug^t'rous w|tr 

The ceaseless victims, in disorder fell 

And savage superstition lost : no peace. 

No arts, no laws, to sweeten and endear 

This transient life, or win immortal joys : 

But instruments of dire destruction made 

On their own innocent country, aod.the slaves 

Of whom they can but hate : whom now my spul 

Utter abhors, with indignation full : 

Nor without ample cause. My tender wife — 

Oh ! why recall the dread idea ! — ^She — 

My amiable wife— how do I bear 

To speak that sacred name I — she knew, and ofi 

Would warn my proud ambition, while I fbrm'd 

High, aggrandizing schemes. If 1 withdrew 

From Alfred's host my numerou&-banded pow'rs 

And own'd the Danish sway, the proferr'd meed 

Promised by traitorous Oskital, was ev'n 

Mercians imperial sceptre. What could then 

Deter me, or restrain, thus blind, and led 

By phantoms of insatiate pow'r and mad 

Ambition ? I r$ceiv'd the dazzling terms : 
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Betr6th'd my only daughter, beanteoiis, youngs Book . 

And innocent, to be the d€»lin'd bride ' IV. 

Of some high Danish «hief. But heav'n abhorr'd ' v.ns^m^. 

Contracts so in&mous, and to itself 

Caird her in sudden dedth ; while I on wars 

Roaming abJM^ her splendid nuptial lot 

Deep-meditated. Scarce (A my new throne 

Seated, and with the mockery of state 

Invested, ere the savage Denies d^is^d < 

My titled royalty. In pure contempt 

Of this my fancied sway, the wretches dar'd 

At dead of night, t' assail my sleeping dome 

With hostile fire, and by th' avenging doom 

Of heav'n (for ever on my head tb heap .,.,'/ 

Affliction, and my treacherous guilt confound) 

Ev'n from my side my amiable wife 

Tore merciless. — ^My cries, : my fmyn were vain ; 

Mock'd but with scorn. I^saw the barb'rous sword 

Plunged in her bosom. Lost in ijiute despair, 

I clasp'd her dying limbs; her partings breath 

Drank with my lips, while she these latest words 

Sighed out—" My daughter^is ''^Death chok'd the rest. 

Oh! this teirific pictiiK> often haunts . ^ 

My souU and me. with folly dread upbjaids. • 

My sufTrings all are merited, and I . 

Bear patient all : J]fut deep withifii pae spriiiigs 

Implacable abhorrence. of a fo^ 

Savage as this, that in my bosom swells 

Secret desire insatiate, to avert 

My country's jam's\i^ 9fkd iheae horrid men 



Totd extirpate.— ^onid 1 ie'«r m^seH*, Book 

Reiga single, then methinks abf wfeh, my pow'r, I. V. 

Would jjender Eogiend itOfipiBr, and mysfM r!^^^ 

Bclov'd by virtuous men, while il peirform'd 

Good actions ere Idic-^Bvt ^hy indfll^ ;... 

Vain thoughts like those ? Nft I «|6 mt^t Ojt^wibe «bure$. . . - 

Eternally; and I the dreadfol do<^m > 

Cannot prevent, or flee. HyfMSO]^'«^ ■, . 

(Mine do I call them ? ) . ia •tk0 J3w4 attempt, . , 

Soon in one common heap w^i^minpckHr'^ i^^l •.''***▼ 

Deep-struck, the frieiidly Bemulpbi iieard the grieft 
Of his repentant chief secre1rrev)eal'd. 
And trusty thus adjoins; .^ JLelt not the air 
Whisper of thes^ "your feeliilgi^ or your mien 
Bewray your inward heart :: else fiune iiiaA 'fete . 
Which tenderiy yon dcpnecalct ^l.iallo ,1 ... •/:. 
On you, oaine, .aaul'ail.yDurisubjfltct powlns* ,; : - :.f,i { ,, . 
Spar'd not by cruel <^skited; butdoooi'd ,.i • . j • .. w 
With just pretext to ghit^his tiK|uiton ipej • i ; : . ; 

Safe in my heait your iM>rds httiPd ^unk, and theom .. / . 
Broo^g t^tkU'lfe^comeard, iiH'prmp^roDs^tiine . » ' ^ 
Wing them with action meet, and full Mvenge ■ ^ ' . / 

Burst on th* infernal ^oe. ^ {ieiieeforth with me 
Confide your inmost thoughts; MvlightUer borne 
Partaken^ nor o'ercbarging- th\iB ^your heart,— 
Now part we strait to unsuspected sleep/* 

He said, and separating, eachreli^^d ' '- 
To his own thoughtfol couth, ^hile^disniftl ^g4it 
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Naw o'er the world her masked mysteries led. Book 

An^ ajl was hus^'d in silent restj^ sa.ye when IV. 



The darlffning blasts roli'd hollow o'er the slfy, v. 10*3-1072 

Thro' which at times the reeling siaxs swifi; gleai)Vd» 

As in alarmed haste. Con^ious they seem'd 

Of some portentous terror seen below. 

Nor were not dreadful horrors wak'd : for now. 

Hid in the womb obscure of hov'ring clouds. 

The prince of darlquess thro' the sullen air 

Pass'd with his congregated powers; and eyed 

Cautious the English camp, conspiring fierce 

Imaginations, and unutter'd schemes 

Of deadliest import. He arous'd to rage 

And aggravated malice, bore in mi^d 

The angels' interpopm^. poWr, which sftVd 

England from total ruin : and rev^iige 

Burnt in his tortur'd soul. Witlji studious ken 

He had observ'd the scenes that late employ'd 

The Danish hosts : their sbange religious rite^ 

Their savage tempers, their commuted vows 

To conquer England, and Christ's peaceful faith 

Total extirpate. Sore-disturb'd and big 

With meditated wiles, th' infernal King 

Convokes his dark colleagues to distance far 

Beyond the Pagan camp, so to escape 

All observation, and his secret thoughts 

Deep with conspiracy there safe unfold. 

Now amid hideous night inclos'd, and far 

Shadow'd by gather'd storms, whose view forebode 

Approach, hell's haughty Monarch thus displayed 

Vol. 1. A a 
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His purposed soul. Book 

" Princes of hell, and pow'rs IV. 

Mighty to stand against heaven's armed hosts, ^i^^n^ 

Listen my pondered meditations. Sad 
And rack'd with indignation, we have seen 
Angelic powers by subtlest art defeat 
Designs by us matured, which else had won 
England in conquest irresistible 
Thro' all her provinces, and full-o*erwhelm'd 
Her sole defensive host. Whence we ere long 
Easy had then accomplished plans, before 
Concerted : here to colonize the Danes, 
And found idolatry, eternal wars. 
Ruin and murder : and for ever crush 
Christ's meek religion, now throughout the earth 
Wide-spreading, gaining root, and threatening thus 
To rob us of a subject race of men. 
Doomed else to people hell ; unless our arm 
Can stop its progress, and our own proud sway 
Maintain superior. True ; oppos'd and check*d 
Thus by the arts and pow'r of angel-slaves 
Descended to its aid from heav'n's proud courts. 
Not without toil we win dominion high. 
Yet these are fear*d not, nor endur'd by spirits 
Great, haughty, potent, whom my honoured reign 
Boasts t6 command in hell. Wherefore my fix'd 
Resolve is to oppose with ampler pow'r 
Their utmost opposition, and effect 
Certain our laboured purpose. Soonest then 
To win these vast atchievements, my intent 
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Deliberate deems from hell's dark realms to fetch Book 

Hither my fiercest spirits, whose deep malice IV. 

Unknown to our exulting foes, shall swell v. 1 103— nsi 

Fuller our present numbers. Nor delay 

Shall intervene, ere from the murky dens 

And fiery regions of th* infernal world. 

Assembling legions hither shall conjoin 

Pow'r adequate, and to that angel-crew 

Shall prove my former threats not vain, when they 

See on themselves tremendous fury pour'd 

And vengeance diabolical, which soon. 

Their meaner might excelling, shall defeat 

Their subtlest machinations, and secure 

Our empire large, and all our proud designs. 

Great is this embassy, of import high , ^ 

Demanding weightiest confidence : assigned 

Therefore to no weak hand, but I myself , . ^ • ..;^ 

Will undertake the solemn charge. Direct •, r \\yjj 

Hence parting, I will sail from off this earth ^ m..ci 

Thro' the round universe, with stars, or suns^ , > 

Or worlds, innumerous fill'd, until beyond 

Creation's utmost limits, I arrive 

That chaos dire of matter uncr^ate. 

In which, amid the infinite of space 

Yet uninhabited, desolate, dark, 

lies hid my own dread world, whose regions wide 

Own me their Sovereign Monarch, and my throne, 

Shrin'd in majestic darkness, or involv'd 

In rays of gloomy fire^ high-lifls its state 

And holds in subject awe a race of spirits 
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Noble and bold, once habitants of heaven. Book 

Their populous numbers shall ere long be swelPd IV. 

With countless legions of the race of men v-u3a-ii62 

Borae thither from this earth, after sure death 

I las clos*d their sinful life, which we must strive 

Therefore by strong temptations to inrolve 

In habits long of evil, and withdraw 

Ever from good, while we our hid design 

Veil with a shew of pleasure and delight. 

Bait easily attracting foolish men 

In this probationary state. True, some 

Aware, will 'scape our wiliest arts ; but these 

Shall not be many. So alluring we 

Will hold the trancing snares, that their embrace^ 

Tho* under semblance beautiful, shall prove 

The gulph of death and hell. Collecting soon 

Spirits most subUe and malignant, 1 

Will with these powers return to earth, and proud 

Rejoin your waiting counsels : ready then 

On our astonished foes to burst, and vent 

Terrors yet unimagin'd, that shall strike 

Angels in dumb amaze, unconscious whence 

We draw these horrors and portentous arts. 

Meanwhile proceed ye your assistant skill 

T' exert in guarding these our Danes. Delude^ 

Deceive, as best ye may, th' angelic bands. 

Now eagerly employed the English host 

To re-assemble, and their shattered force 

Augment. No operations high as yet 

Will need my presence. — ^Alfired's chiefi are gone 
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£ach to his province, there to hand new aids Book 

Who may recruit their ruin'd pow'rs : the tml IV. 

Not of a day. Himself the English King v.nea-im 

Occupied to instruct a peasant tfain 

To deeds of arms, not yet his waited host 

Will lead toward these the future fields of blood. 

Here will inactive rest th' exulting Danes, 

Refresh'd by feasts and martial sports. Yourselves 

Suffice to shield, till my return, whatever 

Of harm immediate our unwary foes 

Might plot against our camp, both armies now 

Pausing, thro* objects various. While I 

On more important cares and high designs 

Am caird awhile. Be vigilant : remain 

Firm in your station, and abandon fear. 

Now leave me unattended, while 1 part 

In secret, and elude th' angelic watch/' 

He spoke : his wicked legions high applaud 
His wisdom and sublime intent : and soon 
Obey his mighty mandate ; slow along 
Removing their dark-volum'd shapes. Immense 
Diffused away, obscure in night, unseen, . 
Likest some cloudy storm, th' infernal King 
Pass'd awful, soon mysterious-lost, while rais'd 
Alofl on outspread wings 'mid seeming winds 
And trailing meteors, artful-form'd, he flew 
With swiftness inconceivable beyond 
Terrestrial gaze, steering his wond'rous course 
Thro' all creation tow'rd his own dread world : 



ARGUMENT OF BOOK V. 

Satan arrives at his world, which he traverses. Its terrors described. He 
ascends fas throne ; then convoking all the infernal spirits, he explains to them 
the reason of his coming, and declares that new and more subtle powers are neces- 
sary to be empbyed against the angels. They refer the machination of these to 
himself. He then advises that a new legion shall return with him to earth, who 
shall assume the sliapes and attributes of the Pagan Deities, in whom the Danes 
believe, and shall appear to them, as occasion may require, in order to heighten their 
fury and enthusiam for battles. This counsel approved, he selects a new legion, 
who fly with Satan through hell, and at last arrive at the outer boundary or wall 
of the chaos, within which hell lay. Satan and his host pass through a long mid 
dangerous cave or passage, which had been ^wrought through chaos by the labour of 
the denwns, opposite man's earth. They stop at its entrance, and after awhile 
planning their voyage, involve themselves in darkness, and in the semblance of a 
cloud are driven through tlie universe, till they plunge amidst the sea, within which 
they remain a short time. Then discovering England, they join tfie other infernal 
powers whom Satan had left. Satan immediately proceeds to execute his purposes 
0f illusion, and appears to the whole Danish army in the shape of Odin, the God 
of war, exciting them by his gestures to battles and devastation. The Danes are 
rendered ungovernably furious, which the angels observing, discover at length the 
deceits of Satan and his new forces. Michael the supreme archangel considers the 
angelic powers insufficient to contend with them, and therefore, that it has become 
necessary for him to depart to heaven to fetch a new band of angels. After leaving 
directions to Ids associates for their conduct in his absence, Miclmel departs with a 
train of attendants to heaven. 
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Meanwhile th* infernal Monarch, on his flight 

Arriv'd within his dreadful world, explored 

The hidden region where exalted stood 

His vast-o'ershadowing throne : but while aloft. 

Floating on buoyant wings, he urg*d his way 

Amid th' illimitable dark, no beam 

Gleaming from off a waste of ghastly fire 

Piloted sure his course. For thro'' that world, 

Form'd in the deepest womb of chaos, all 

Was horrid and confused, wild, desart, dire. 

The hand of the eternal, perfect-pure. 

Was pain*d, nor could endure to form throughout 

A world where all must be impure and evil. 

Fit for its bad possessors, where alone 

Justice to mercy could allow no part. 

Here chaos with tumultuous dissonance 

Roar'd, furious to be thus displaced, whose din 

Disturbed the ear of Satan, as he sail'd 

Silent beneath a boundless firmament : 
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Not arch'd, as he beheld man's glorious sky. Book 

But one drear plain, a pitchy canopy, V. 

Shapeless, and without end, stretching away ^vT^^^ 

On ev'ry side, beyond his utmost ken. 

There stationary oft he hung, aghast. 

And mark'd if no apparent moon or star. 

Or what seem'd such, rolPd in that firmament. 

Whose glimmering view might yield a guiding ray. 

But never yet wan moon or twinkling star 

There own*d a place ; nor ever cheerful dawn 

Spread forth her bright pavilion in the east, 

Announcing proud a golden sun*s approach. 

Terror is there the firmament, who high 

Hov'ring for ever, her vast iron wings ^ 

Spreads out from pole to pole, involving all 

That obscure world, thence scattering ceaseless down 

Horrible shades ; and from her thousand mouths. 

Awfully silent, hid, more poisonous fell 

Than deadliest Upas, thro' the murky air 

Breathes misery. 

Low beneath him Satan sees 
Vast lakes, or seas irregular, of fire 
Impure, with elements commingled crude. 
Essence combustible and sulphurous spume ; 
Whose latent seeds, exhaustless-blending, each 
From each supported, in impetuous rage 
Conflicting, torn, with dark-expanded surge 
For ever swelling roar'd. Ascending slow 
From off their fiery surface, volumes vast 
Of smoke in sullen and successive trains. 
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t)ifliis*d afar, for this world heap'd aloft Book 

Clouds tliat distiird not dews or rain, but all V. 

Pregnant with death. The solid continent v. 50-79. 

That seem'd as land, was sole a nameless heap 

Of unessential matter, to the feet 

Faithless, and like some quicksand waste, or dross 

Of scorch'd bituminous lava, hoUow-stor'd 

With hot materials : yet not less uprear'd 

Mountains immense aloft, whose flamy bulk 

Hideous, or curling tops, upborne amid 

Those smouldering clouds, their flying King in vain 

Sought now to trace, yet faint he might discern 

Dreadful impending crags on high, that stiU 

Totter'd and rock'd, and ev*ry moment seem'd 

Descending with resistless death to crush 

Th' incautious wanderer. 

Hurrying thence appall'd 
He glides away, when thro* the devious void 
Urging his haggard track, sudden, unlook'dj 
A suffocating vapour from below 
Repels him struck, and warns him to recede 
That dreadful place ; for conscious now he hangs 
O'er horrid precipices, vacuous, vast. 
Of depth unknown : since never yet in hell 
Spirit audacious had been found, who dar'd 
By downward flight precipitate explore 
What horrible contents, mysterious, own 
These yawning, blind, inhabitable caves. 
Yet went a fame in hell, that either here 
Are hid from view the inexhausted stores 
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Prime of the burning soil and surging seas; Book 

Or else, (opinion oft discuss'd by fiends) V. 

That here perhaps are lodged those future plagues v. 8o--io». 

And tortures, such as not heirs fiercest spirits 

Unterrified conceive, more dire than all 

Themselves see, hear, or feel ; and sole-resenr'd 

By doom eternal, till that last great day, 

When the created universe must end 

In ruins, but this world of woe remain. 

Where then for ever must be doom*d to dwell 

Another race of beings, like themselves, 

A race of men. Then doubtless must be loosed 

The terrors of these guUs, to prey on them. 

And work worse misery than ev'n fiends Endure. 

Nor without justice : men must sure be deemed 

Condign of heavier punishment than they : 

Since first by God in his own image form'd 

Of his spontaneous goodness : and when fall'n 

Thro' Satan's arts, then by a God redeemed 

To second bliss. So double then appears 

The debt of love and gratitude they owe. 

More than the rebel angels, who fix>m God 

Received their blest creation, but when fallen 

No love to second happiness restored : 

Double with justice then man's punishment. 

On such as with more black ingratitude 

Forget their state, and ^um, and mock God's laws. 

Thus reason of these gulfe' hell's native spirits. 

Now Satan o'er the verge indignant borne 
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Of thdse abysses dire, and forcing on Book 

His viewless passage with intrepid wings, V. 

All-sudden falls, nor unalarm'd perceives v. 109-138. 

His palsied form dragg'd headlong swiftly down 

By some invisible, resistless pow^f , 

Perhaps the Spirit of these loatlied shades, 

Awaiting here his prey. Striving in vain 

Upward to mount, then first Sdtan knew feia. 

He shouted, deeming that his fdercing cry 

Might call some vent'rous spirit who abmre 

Near might be flying, instant to descend 

With needful aid. But none appeared. His shouts 

Serve but on ev'ry side from thousand caves 

Unseen, to swell dice echoes of. his voice \ 

Bellowing around^ convolving all their roars 

In fearful mockery of his deep distress. 

Thus urg'd along, unconscious now which way. 

Or fall'n how deep, arous'd by strong despair. 

In one last mighty effort he collects ' 

What of his own enormous pow*r remains. 

Sudden by force invincible, he checks 

His lightning course, with difficulty freed 

From that fell grasp, till struggling fierce, at last 

Balanced on slowly-wafling win^, he turns 

His huge Typhoean bulk. Upward he flies. 

Outstretching wide his pois'd inquiring arms 

That sought some guide tliro* total night, and felt 

Those hollow-sounding depths, whose dark expanse 

Re-echoes dismal, till thro' msuoy a maze 

Retracing long his weary way, at last 



192 

He gains the clouded mouthy and scarce with joy Book 

£scapes^ all-wond'ring^ terrified, ashani*d. V. 

V. 139—167- 

' Returning now converse tow'rd inner hell. 
Stretching past sight drear wildernesses, dark^ 
Assail his view, coasting those fiery seas. 
Peopled with savage beasts of hideous bulk 
And thousand ghastly shapes, all roaming fell. 
All evil, suited to the horrid ends 
Of wicked spirits, ministers of ill. 
Monsters malignant, whose perverse delight 
Is still to terrify the fiends they serve, 
And with more hated ruin to confound 
Hell's native gloom and inisery. Employed 
They seem, and on some deathful scheme intent 
As if in secret, and prepared outstretch 
In congregated bands their grizly forms, 
O'ershadowing such a space, that thence no eye 
Plain may discern their shadowy size, and tear 
Furious the quivering soil,^ in masses huge 
Shattered around, while thousand hideous yells . 
Join differing sounds in one astounding roar. 
Nor from insatiate havoc had they ceas*d. 
Save that sagacious of some spirit nigh, 
Hov'ring alofl amid the pregnant clouds. 
Subtle they knew th' infernal King, when strait 
All for a moment.re^ting quick-uprear, 
Surpriz'd, thf^ir fngbtfiil heads, that shew'd their eyes 
Sullenly glaring, like vast balls of fire 
Or as innumerous comets from afar 
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Reel-blazing thro' the dark. With eager joy Book 

Or furious rage transported, instant all V- 

Rising in countless multitudes, aloft v. i6g~i9T. 

Soar thro' the air, their shrieks and flapping wings 

DeaTning all other sounds. Sudden they fell 

Amphibious, prone, amid the burning seas : 

There plunging deep, numberless fethoms do\i7i. 

As a dead mass at first, now turn'd they stop. 

And by sheer force from their abyss, upheave 

Vast-surging waves, lifted to height unwont 

By these fierce monsters. Strait collecting half 

The boundless lakes, before them they impel 

Masses of liquid flames, with ^U their store 

Of wond'rous habitants, and severed rocks. 

Immense leviathans, as islands huge. 

Behemoths, crocodiles, and sharks of hell : 

Hurried resistless onward, till thdir load 

Full from its bed outlifting, all the shores, . 

Delug*d with fire, ingulf another sea. 

Effiis'd by thousands o*er those fateful coasts; 

Deserted, to the view now foitth appear ' 

The hidden monsters. pf theDaooiy deep; . 

Terrific, dire, such as those ruinojus beasts 

And demons shrink to view*, r Mc^onless fiirst 

These lie, as dead, stuim'd by th' enormous shock. — 

Not long repos'd, for lo.|: with gntdual. pow'r 

Most seem reviving : with slow crash sonie ope. 

Gasping, their gulfy jaws : some broad expand 

Their massive scales; sudden 3ome spout aloft 

Torrents of fire and blood : till all to life 

Vol. I. c c 
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Restor'cl^ the boundless shore shews one dread scene Book 

OF mix*d coiq motion : here in sullen rage • V. 

Incumbent hills with such tumultuous weight ^ ^wS» 

Pealing the ground, that all the loosen'd coasts 

Tremble : here formless shapes on finny feet 

Stalk on with hurried pace : slow some away 

Cumbrously trail along their spiral length 

Voluminous, while 'mid the dusky air 

Some wafl on scaly wings their confus'd way. 

All uttering deep tremendous-mingling roars. 

Which in their louder clamour drown the yells 

Of the fierce beasts, rioting high abore. 

Exulting in their havoc and uproar 

Accurst, abominable, 

^ Satan saw 
Th' intolerable ruin, and aghast 
In conscious agony and mute despair 
Reflecting on heav'n'a glories lost, and these 
Horrible furies his eternal lot, 
Shudd'ring, much wonders that as yet his eye 
None of heav'n's fallen spirits in his flight 
Had mark'd; but they awaro of dan^rs dread 
Impending, by this ominous tumult wam'd 
Of the fell beasts, (wont pre^e, that foretold 
Infernal tempests nigh,) ^ in trooping crowds 
Previous had fled, seeking in rocky* caves - ' • ' ; 
Refuge from perikras destruction, knowii ' -' - - 

Approaching. Nor in vain their cautious fears. 
For k) ! none other monitory sign 
Portentous giv'n, th' infuriate veng^ailce 'gins. 
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Such the fell nature of that treacherous gromid^ Book 

Raging thro* all its depths^ and h^ice such war V\ 

Of elements had been conceived below, that now v. 22»— 257. 

Contained no longer, with tremendous roars. 
Infernal earthquakes, in €Xplosi(m Tast * 

Burst into thousand boundless gul& at oace, 
Tearing all hell : whose yawning chasms receiye 
Ranges of mountains falling, more in bulk. 
In number more, than Alps and Appennines 
Together heap*d. 'No sooner thei^ inclos'd 
Than back by eddying whirlwinds insteunt hurlM 
Thro* those re-open'd gul& : and borne aloft 
Sailing along amid the lurid sur 
In one dread range, o'ershadowing half hell's climes- 
Till plunging, on each other (bsh'd, in such 
Storm inconceivable, as ne'er must know 
<jrod's good creation till that last great day 
When all the frame of nature shall dissciye. 
And blazing all .heaven's ruin'd worlds shall fall. 
Headlong they sink amid those fiery seas 
Lost in the dire abysses, or perhaps * 
Ev*n to this moment falling. Then unspent 
The furious hurricanes^ with sure dire plagues 
Loaded of dust and poison, as ^surpass 
The dread simooms, which on Arabian wilds 
Uptear whole sandy deserts, burying deep 
Camels, and caravans in endless train. 
Themselves then dart upon those swelling seas, 
And from low deeps the billowing |lamy mass 
Lashing in spiral whirls, at distance due 
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Fonn thousand pyramids of liquid fire : . Book 

The spouts of hell; which stalking to the shores, V. 

Enormous burst at length, continuous dashed v. jws— «d7 

Afar, and overwhelm immeasur'd space \ 

With foaming ruins. Nor less dire on land , .^ . 

Confusion reigns : for soon the mingUng rage 

Lets loose the thunder of these regions. Now: 

Gathering from all those rounding climes,, it rolls 

And swelling bellows thro*, d^k^-vaulted cavies .. 

And ruinous gulfs of earidiquaiffis, thi& whole world 

Filling with such unknown/ a^toundiiig^ roars 

That all the rage combin'd of fitojmiii|p hell 

Yields not such horror. Then for very fear ^ , 

£v*n those .fierce blasts, ito.whom the sole delight ' : > . ^ 

Is maddening desolation^ into cafes ' : li 

Disordered troop, but refuge find not«there. 

Satan himself under a mighty rode ' 

Creeps, low'ring his proud flight, noiwrdeem'd unsafe 

Amid such dire .CQinin6tidn^i > 'While the'storih h ; ; 

To its own devastation left, unchecked, : A".' ■ 

Augmented rages, and thro' endless realms 

Tumultuously careers : till hashing broad 

In pale continuous sheets,* hell's light'niogs shot ' 

Streaming with sulph'rous bl^[2e> Horn destin'd fiir^ • 

The hot volcanic matter, glowing rdbndl.' 

Instant throughout all hell^ horrific burst 

Thousand volcanos, rivalling in noise • 

Th' infernal thundeiB, to whose rtige compared - 

Vesuvius, £tna, H^cla, have no name, c 

For lo! unnumber'd craters, blazing^rk» 
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Cirding-immeasur^d, furious spout aloft Book 

Seas of fus'd metals, raining ashes, smoke, V. 

And rocks of solid fire ; which rolling vast v, 9S8-3i7 

Upward against the topmost cope of hell 

Dash, struck ; and higher would ascend, if space 

Higher were given. In that moment viewed. 

If eye durst look, those dreadful masses seem'd 

Ten thousand biasing columns, propping hell ; 

Reaching firom her onfiithom'd depths, a space 

Thrice higher than the vaulted roof of heav'n; 

Disparting soon, repeird, on either side. 

In double cataracts, downward they roll ; 

Cataracts, to whose noise, or pow'r, compared 

A thousand Niag&ras were a rill : 

Enlarging still in breadth, as prone they fall, 

Tho' oft opposed by jutting rocks that hung 

Viewless in air, alike down dash'd, and soon 

Under vast heaps of fiery ruins hid : 

Huge-swelling, ceaseless, till at length they form 

Other more hideous mountains, crimson-red. 

Gradual-ascending to hell's murky top. 

Terror herself, who there incumbent lies, 

Herself dien trembles, and convuls*d with fear. 

Shrinks upward; shaking from her iron wings. 

That sound from pole to pole, if pole there be, 

Her embryo lightnings, forky, livid, dark, 

Brooding beneath her shade, or ghastly forms, 

That or by thousands in the surging flames 

Fall headlong, suffocated, or along 

Waft thro* the livid air their scorpion trjedns. 



While from the burning hills and wavy seas Book 

Volumes of sable poison roll convolved V. 

O'er all that shadowy world, with such a yeii v.tn«-.MT. 

Low-spreading ev'ry spot, that total hell 

Is lost in murkiest darkness, long to dure 

Ere all its hurricanes with mingling pow*r 

Can dissipate th* essential night, and slow 

Kestore the wont pale glare. Earth, air, sea, fire. 

And nameless elements, raging convulsed, . 

Storm in such tumult, that th* infernal King 

Pondering in obscure silenc^ their event, 

Deems that all hell, unable to endure 

Shocks of such lAighty war^ had gone to wracks 

And, lost all poise, the tottering barriers burst 

Of chaos, and hell's world in ruins flown. 

Loose o'er the universe of light. But God 

Omnipotent, he knew, had erst forbade 

Havoc so dread, and uncreated space 

Infinite, and the void, unpeopled' realms 

Of desolate chaos in firm bonds inclos'd 

From mad irruption o*er creation's worlds 

Of light and order. 

Satan now in haste 
Deeming his eager ken had late observed 
By the dim radiance pf the stormy blaze 
His high*uplifted throne, prepares for flighty 
And floating vast amid the pervious dark. 
Sensible night, o'er many a region past 
That own'd l^m Monarch, till at last he gains 
Th' imperial eminence, whose stately brow 
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Displays^ proud-rais'd^ his throned seat, inclos'd Book 

Under a canopy of flaming rock* V. 

Canr'd with magnific art, nor wanting pomp v. ^48^377. 

Of regal ornament, gems, gold, and shine 

Of glorious majesty, concentring rays 

Of seeming splendor, that the blush of mom 

Resemble cheerful, or the dewy light 

Of purple-beaming eve, tho* oft: obscur*d 

By dim obtrusive clouds, that sullen roll 

Their black-involving shades. Here Satan soon 

Stood, terrible, prepared th' assembly high 

Of ail his subject spirits to convoke^ 

Laboring thro' endless regions to oppose 

And frustrate God's just will. Obscure he stood. 

And reared aloft, hal^^een, his dreadfiil shape ; 

Then from beside his sceptred seat took down 

Th' infernal trumpet, where it hung concealed 

Within an arching cave, whicK to his mouth 

Apply'd, throughout its spacious concave took 

His friU-expanded blast, and forth outsent 

Noise, dire-astounding, rolVd-continuous, deep^. 

Louder than all th' artillery discharg'd 

Conjunct of armed hosts, in battle join'd. 

Sound; that was giv'n to pierce beyond the bouQds 

Of hell, assailing soon the conscious ken 

Of all his evil ministers, wkeije'er 

Employed, thro' hell, chaos, or desolate space 

Yet unexplored, oar 'mid creation's worlds : 

And sweird by ragie, oa earth ev'n mortal mea 

Terrified, seeming to tbejir startled ear» 
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As far-off thunder. Hell deep*shook ; and all Book 

Her mingling tempests, in a moment, all, V. 

Silent were aw'd, Tt^^^. 

Her subject spirits, dispersed 
Various, prepare alike their Sov'reign's call 
T' await. Legions, the subtlest part, thro' hell 
Deep-hid in caves, their gloomy works depose, s 
Where amid agonizing shrieks, and cries 
Of torture, sobs, and long-drawn groans of death. 
Still they construct dire plagues, thence to be sent 
On earth, that make man's else delightful world 
Like their own hell. Here murders have their birth. 
Ingratitude, malignant hate, revenge. 
Suspicious envy, dark hypocrisy. 
Malice 'twixt former friends, old parents* tears 
For children grown rebellious, burning lust. 
Intoxicating draughts, pride, blasphemies. 
Whose dreadful machination utters sounds 
Of deepest woe. Some 'neath those fiery seas 
Invent dire schemes of war and fields of blood 
Where man shall slaughter man : and still delight 
To aid the wrong, and hinder willing peace. 
By insults still renewed. Busied were all 
In whatsoeveif place, disorders, crimes 
And misery consequential to instruct. 
Now furious, darkly-seen, stalking they come 
From out their hoUow dens and deep abodes, 
Pois*d on broad sails innumerous. Swifi they rush 
Thro' hell's black, lonely passages : full soon 
Followed by trooping shapes of equalled bulk. 
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(Wond'rous to tell) from many a distant world Book 

At their great Sov'reign^s voice, with lightening speed V. 

Ev'n now returned : all wafted far and wide v!^^^ 

Cutting their way thro' air, that nought is heard 

Thro' those vast regions, save the sullen sound 

Of waving pinions, like the gathering roar 

Of mighty floods, or as the thunderous noise 

Of multitudinous chariots in array 

Hurried to battle by fierce^neighing steeds. 

All fast convene toward that imperial hill, 

Wont place of council^ where sublime it stood 

Center of hell, round whose magnific height. 

Thro' lofty-vaulted space the Demons sweep 

On hov'ring wings. Here the glad sight surveyed 

Columns of pallid lustre, art-dispos'd. 

Of broad stupendous frame, which proud upbore 

A gorgeous-circling dome, and pomp within 

As of monarchal grandeur, now perceiv'd, 

But late in darkness veil'd. The rush of wings 

Stiller bespoke that all hell's subject pow'rs 

Assembled held their place. Deep silence reign'd. 

High in the midst upon his sable throne 

Satan majestic sat. His lofty form 

None might discern, save when the tsudden gleam 

Of some dark-flaming billow, surging vast. 

Thro' sinking clouds with motnentary flash 

Half shew'd him terrible, and swift display'd 

A range immense of hideous crowded forms 

Silent awaiting round. The fearful sight 

Seem'd, (if with earthly scene it holds compare) 

Vol. I. D d 
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As when a trav'ler, on some lofty hill Book 

Benighted^ when fierce winds foretel a storm V. 

And spreading lightnings in pale sheets of fire v^S^!^ 

Flash broad with swiftly-transient blaze, while scarce 

The moon thro' moving clouds a flighted glance 

Darts wild, then sees the yast horizon round 

And vaulted heav*n, what time assembling dark 

The Spirits of the tempest haste to whelm 

Destruction far and wide, by sea, by land. 

On ships, and tow'rs, and ail the works of man. 

Now all was still as death, when hell's proud King 
Awful arose, involv'd in shades : he stood 
Tow'ring before their eyes, yet lume his shape 
Perfect discem'd : his rising shook with fear 
The boldest spirits, while aloft they gaz'd 
Wond'ring : his right arm seem'd to wield afar 
A kingly sceptre ; and at times revealed. 
The dubious sight imag'd his haughty brows 
Crown*d with a pond'rous mass of dusky gold 
Or diamonds, sullen-ray'd. At last from mid 
Th' uncertain darkness came a voice, whose roar. 
As of a tempest, shodc helPs hollow depths. 

" Pow'rs deathless, progeny of heav'n, once slaves. 
Now mighty Gods, not to heav'n's King himself 
Owning obedience, but his dreaded foes, whose proud 
Glory is now to win august revenge 
On him, th' Omnipotent, whose tyrant reign 
Your noble spirits endur'd not, but preferr'd 
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Boundless dominion o*er all other worlds, fiooK 

(Heav*n*s servile courts resigned) and me hare chos'n V, 

Your h(mour*d chief monarchal, you I call vfle^ls^ 

From universal worlds and space unknown 

Against his unrelenting hate to wield 

Contempt and malice equal. True, for us 

In this incarcerating den, heav'n's King, 

Glutting his iron vengeance, pain and death 

Unutterahle broods, for tort'ring woes 

Ransacks invention, s»d astonished hell 

Vexes vnth tempests, that the barriers shake 

Of chaos. But in vain the Tyrant hopes 

Us vnth these terrors to alarm. Behoves 

His pow'rfiiUest Omnipotence to send 

Horrors unspeakable, tremendous storms, 

Hurricanes, darkness, thunders^ earthquakes, fire&^ 

If here he deems to hold us, or defend 

Hell's boundaries, else by us with instant pow'r 

Tom into atoms, thro' th' incumbent mass 

Confounded all of chaos, and o'erwhelm'd 

In mightiest ruins irresistible 

Upon creation's worlds ; so to destroy 

All his fair universe* Buttho' restrain'd 

Within this hideous caverripour revenge 

Can ponder machinations, arid construct 

Atchievements, whose sole fame shall fill all heav*n 

With fearful horror, and ourselves exalt 

As equal to th' Almighty, nor permit 

Those angel slaves, amid celestial realms, 

Pleasures inef&ble and bliss supreme 

Dd 2 
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Eternal to enjoy, while we immur*d Book 

In this dark world of death are doom'd to share V. 

Unending misery. Then (with bitter pangs v. 556-^585. 

Of deep remorse to torture us the more) 

We must behold our own lost place supplied 

With earthly men, uplifted into heav'n, 

Tho' losing too their pledge and claim of bliss, 

Yet thro* mysterious love divine and death 

Of an atoning Christ, a God made Man, 

Redeemed to second favour, and if trained 

In habits good during a transient life 

Probationary on their native earth. 

Then after tranquil death (their primal doom) 

Translated into better life, to heav'n. 

To bliss eternal, then themselves become 

Angels, and glorious spirits, who shall know 

And utterly deride us here inclos'd 

From light and bliss. Oh ! agonizing thoughts ! — 

But whither am 1 led ? — All this remains. 

Possible only, not performed. Our part 

Grand, formidable, vast (as proof shall soon 

Testify) yet remains. By subtlest arts 

And tempting guise, still-watchftil, to seduce 

Men from known duty, difficult and hard 

Constant to be preserved : and, when entic'd. 

Thro' gentle obvious pleas to hold in guilt. 

Till hardened, blind, they mock instruction, lost 

In habits evil and perverse. So we 

Shall by supplanting piety to God, 

Love to mankind, due rev'rence of themselves, 
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Their txi-une duty, fit the race of men Book 

To fill heirs boundless empires, and to share V. 

With us these stormy horrors, not for us vfssSis: 

Form'd only, but another people, fairn, 
£t'1 as ourselves. But this magnific end 
Demands our ardent labours. Now thro' earth 
O'er many a region of the human world, 
Christ's meek and peaoefiil doctrines, hear^n-reveal'd, 
(Our curst grand enemy) calm*beaming, spread^ 
And soon in one high-favor'd isle shall gain 
Reception universal, if our arts 
Prevent not, and subvert the busy aid 
Of angel-pow'rs, and th' unexampled toils 
Of a proud Monarch, lab'ring there to found 
A kingdom where religion, knowledge, peace 
Shall reign, while time itself shall dure. Nor mean 
The danger. From the pow'r and rising state 
Of this concerted empire and the vnde 
Influence of its observ'd example, soon 
Thro' many a clime, now veil'd in barb'rous night. 
The full contagion would intrude uncheck'd, 
. Of light and truth. Then should we see no more 
Fierce Pagan superstitions which inspire 
Men with insatiate thirst for wai* and blood. 
Murders of innocence, Christ's temples raz'd. 
Mad ignorance, devote idolatry. 
Infuriate havoc, spareless rapine, crimes. 
Ruin, and fiery death : men then become 
Proselytes to the rays of heav'nly joy, 
Order^ and peace, ^d love. Hence, hatefiil scene ! 
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By us forbidden 1 We instead conceit Book 

Wars endless, desolatimis unccmtroU'd^ V. 

Whose fury irresistible shall whelm ^ai^w^ 

Perdition on all efforts to expose 

Our aims, by angels utter'd, or by men. 

True, late on earth, our hastier sch^nes, construct 

With no considerate zeal, were iaapty foil'd 

By angel-arts« But now from earth I come 

My fiercest legions to collect, and thus 

At large propound our views, that all hell's ^ir^ts. 

Consulting thus assembled, may devise 

Plans of dark, hellish import, whose deep craft 

And subtlety, surpassing angel-4houghtSy 

May, borne from hence to earth, all-^sudden burst 

On our astonished foes^ and speediest win 

Our utmost wish. Speak therefore, who combineir 

Vengeance and malice, potent to x^ontrrve 

Schemes of eternal hate 'gainst nature's God, 

And angel^layes, and men, who strire with them 

T' assimilate, unless our art obstruct 

Their three-fold machinatims, and atchieve 

Dominion unconiroU'd o'er all the earth." 

He ceas'd, and Silence like the dead of night 
Paus'd awfiil, in deliberation deep 
Holding the vast assemblage, till at last 
Some dread-responding voice, unknown amid 
Darkness, yet whose authoritative tone 
Argued some mighty state, aloud retum'd. 
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*' Monarch of hell, of that exalted iMmne Book 

Sole worthy, since to thee not sole 'tis giv'a V. 

Us iiighly to surpass in might and pow'r 
But more in deep and subtlest wisdom, thou 
Th* Archangel, highest, wisest, eist in heav'n ; 
Scarce second ev'n to God, ere noblest sense 
Of just ambition prompted thee to reign. 
Why should'st thou seek of us to ihune new wiles 
Of wisdom equal to so grand a cause ? 
Should all these myriads differing counsel urge 
Successive, each improving ead\ yet soon 
Thy single thought in subtlety of art 
And pondered guile would all their schemes excel 
And their united M^sdom &r outshine. 
Speak thou then, solely potent to advise 
Wiles of more deep imagination, fit 
To hinder and o'er-whelm angelic pow'r. 
And our imperial aims, unchecked, insure/' 

The voice was silent From tb' MsemUy rose 
A general murmur of applause, that roU'd 
As roars some furious torrent thro' the glades 
Of an overshadowed vale,- wheVe Solitude 
Starts as she hears th' impetuous horror rage 
Among her hollow delk and arching rocks. 
The Prince of darkness with the flattering sound 
In secret pleased, stood like a pyramid 
Uprais'd aloft 'mid Egypt's scorching plains. 
Within whose mighty bulk successive Kings 
Slumber for ages in unfiiding death. 
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Till Silence anxious waiting, Satan now Book 

Proudly his forethought counsels thus reveaPd. V. 

V. 673—701. 

" Since me then worthy sole (honour which 1 
Disclaim amid assembled Gods) your voice 
Deems to concert imaginations new. 
Subtler and fiercer for our want, and big 
With fiiry rising to augmented cause, 
listen my preconcerted thoughts, effect 
Of meditation deep and brooded ire. 
We see the Pagan Danes with restless thirst 
Smitten of blood and death, thro* wild belief. 
Most solemn and devout, of ^cied Gods, 
Delighting, as they deem, in slaughterous war 
Thought the sole school of heroes, fitted thence 
For high translation fix)m the field of death 
To realms celestial, there to practise ware 
And proud defend the Gods (honour denied 
To cowards, or the ag'd, or who shall die 
But by the viient sword) during a space 
Of intervening ages, till the day 
Awfiil arrive, when nature's waiting foes 
Assembled shall invade their heav'n, and end 
In fiery ruins all creation's worlds. 
Full of this dreadful, faith, each meanest Dane, 
Ignorant of Christ's milder doctrines, true 
As heav'n from whence they sprung, glories to yidd 
His life in bloody battle, and to shun 
The doom of cowards, endless misery. 
If therefore we by guile and subtle arts 
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'Mid the deluded Danes Ais Pagari fekh ' / Book • 

To fury can augment; that it shall taint V. > 

Each thought and action with redoubled Tage, vT^m^m! 

R^ponsive to our purpose, till itself . tl v . . « 

Our highest instrument becom^i to whelm .*/ ': • . 

Destruction on our foes, and we can thus ^ 

Eradicate the Christians^ iand the Dane 

Establish victor, wba hik ifaartial faiih. . - : 

And fierce idolatry, war?, Wood, ' and crttties 

Shall found eternal, 'twere a;' prcto'd ^tiipriise. ^ 

List then: the means are eiausy. Let us choose 

Of subtlest, fiercest spirits known' in hell * 

A legion-band, who speeding toyman's cartdfi^ ^ 

May hover o^erlite. Pagans. . i Thfere ^ kt will ' 

Each, as occasion bett besqekns, assume - ; ' 

The visual shape and' ensigns of the Godi^ 

In whom they trast: who oft,, they deem, descend 

From heav'n to join their batdes^ to direct * 

The slaughter^ and to mark the mighty deeds 

Of emulous heroes^, till overwhelmed in death. 

Celestial cars reoeive their souls in bliss. 

Let us in battles, like thei^* f^tncied Gods, 

Visibly oft appear, or, as befits^ 

In secret animate the Danes, . and. prompt 

Observe their proffered pray'rsj and oft by signs . 

And omens of success, augmentand rouse 

Their credulous ardor. — ^Withsbch transport then 

Of mad enthusiasm shall we iire their douk^ 

When their own Gods they see lai^aist (their wars. 

And gratify their pray'rs, not dubious tiien. 

Vol. 1. E e , 



But visible and plain, that like a storm 

Of Hell, resistless they shall instant whelm Book 

In final overthrow the Christian hosts, V. 

And all our mighty hopes total atchieve. v^^^^ 

These are my meditations. If by you 

Approved, be this your signal of applause. 

Deep silence. Shout not, lest the general roar 

Reach the quick senses of those angel davea,. 

In heav*n adoring, or thro* bouiidless space 

Roaming abroad to serve their master's ends^ 

Our labours must be secmt. No delay 

Shall intervene^ ere we to earth depart. 

Accomplishing our purpose. .Yetcmr arms^ 

Behoves us take, our deadliest iarma. ' ^ With these 

Hence let us bear to shroud us smd protect 

Black clouds and fires of heU^ and roiiad us spread 

Whirlwinds and hollow thunders : die remains 

And refuse of those storms, wUch late we saw 

Raging throughout this worldi So when cix earth 

Mixing amid the battles,, should heav'n*s: slaves, 

Descending firom the Thunderer's^ abodes, essay 

To banish us, we may ourselves defend 

With equal pow'r : — or as occastoa^caib 

Oppose with hostile stom oui! asgel fbes?;-^ 

Or with Earth's elements, attimes^ employ 

Our dark materials and su^phiiKeous sbmesi 

Best fits it ever with a threalfamgifrdn^ ~. 

T* appear. If ye arei silent, we {irepate 

Instant to fix oui no^ enfter^ise^/^ 
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He ended now, and not a munnur brea^'d Book 

Amid that vast assembkige. He forbade, V. 

Or those innumerous myriads had a shoist ^H,6i^m 

Uttered, which piercing fail's, immeasur'd realm3^ 
Chaos, space infinite, and all the bounds 
Of nature's sphere, had ev*n the sons of God 
Startled in heav'n. This wily Satan hence 
Of wont experience, when th* astoundiiig dirt 
Had drawn observance of applaiuded .scbenies. 
Which now he fear'd. Strait with imperial voice 
He gives command that all ih! assembled spirits 
Back to their station wont, and loiown employ. 
Return with i^ieedy wing,, save those alope 
Whom his directive t^all summons by same. 
For well their Monarch knew what fiends renowned *^ 
Of his infernal orders, diiief excelled 
In subtle machination and fierce ire. 
Sudden throughout ike gioomy thronged expiBmse 
Uprise those winged fuiies, fenniBg broad 
With cautious^Baviog vaas the murky air. 
While Satan, as they rise^ a l^usand names 
Thundering sunmions : which high-^itor -d creW 
From 'mid the throng on eager*sounding wings 
Spring instant, and aloft esLultiiig soar. 
Till form'd in waving balance vdkn they liang 
Around the tow'ring crest of hell's proud King, 
While the remaining univenal maess 
Pass on, obeisant of command, and gaze ^ 
Departing with retorted envious glar^ 
On the selected band, left with regrd;. 

Be 3 



Now the retiring hosts in countless throng Book 

Pass to their wont employ, a. thousand ways. — V. 

The chtosen spirits who impatient ily vT^gSS^ 

In air high-hoVet»mg, ■ on* expected sigft 
Down drop innumerous, on resounding* phimes . 
Sweeping. Confer they now short spabe the plan 
Of their departure, which full soon disposed, / 
Sudden with ready zeal at once they rise 
All in a body, and on broad wings iifge^ 
Heavy-comnkyving, their aSria:!' ^ay^ 
Till in array that high monarchal %at 
Saw of their latest reir the dori^l ' wings 
Float away lesseni n^: ' Soon their various course 
Parting, they haste to *ni8iiiy a cave^ where hid ! ' 

Lie their«nnfemal amlis^ while far and wide 
Thro' dismal vales secret they ransack hell 
Of her dark, stormy terrors. Now with these * 
Returning, as ^ttj6hi'dl>, they fast convene ^ L 
Amid a dreary wildfemess,- near -wbieh 
Glimmer'd a flamy sea, whose sulph'rous waves 
Darkling dispersed at times a dubious gleam 
Around. The native beasts: who o'er these wilds 
Roam'd, as they mark'd ^ the* dread )a8Bembly ilihrong^ 
Angry and sourly slow^ in crowds retfr'd; . . ; ' 
Satan, most fierce, asevier&rst in^arms; > 

Awaiting his fall band, there stalk/ d;^ . His steps^ '. 
Echoed resounding as he stoodfe. along.. ;. i ^ . 
As roars the midnight tiiunder thro' the dais i « ^ > 
Of some impervious vale. Th' uncertain stream 
Of paler light disclosed hie awfulshield. 
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Stupendous, huge of bulk, the same dread frame Book 

Which erst in he^v'n he had to battle home V. 

Against God's faithful angels. Then it shone^ v. ssi-^so- 

Celestial shape too dazzling-bright to view. 

Like some illumin'd sun. But: since his fall. 

Its splendor, shape had chang'd : for noug^it of heav'n 

Could pure as erst in thb bad world remain 

Where all was evil. Black it seem'd and vast. 

Nor less than if upon his arm he bore 

A sever'd mountain, veiling his proud form 

That none might scan his height. His right-hand held 

A spear, sole like the meteor of the night 

Which from the pale horizon of the north. 

Portending storms, while nations gaze with awe. 

Shoots broad and swift, and scales the topmost heav'n. 

Round their dread monarch were at length arrived 

The whole selected legion, seeming all 

As Satan arm'd, tho' less in height and shape. 

Till soon in quadrate vast of equal breadth. 

At distance due he ranges all his host 

For flight. Around them wide they roll thick clouds, 

Death-charg'd, immix'd with thunders, drawn from caves 

Smouldering with- hellish tempest, livid fires. 

Whirlwinds, and sulphurous rains, and pois'nous smoke.-*- 

Th' imperial word is giv'n. Sudden on high 

Mount on expanded wings the total mass ; 

And soon (the sable air obscuring more) 

Involv'd in moving darkness, waft along 

Their horizontal way, with feces prone 

Toward heirs surface, dimly seen below* 
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So Satan at their head conducts them on Book 

Aloft o*er many a clime, and <keary wild^ V. 

0*er yawning gul£s» o'er precipicfSSt seas, ^^wm^ 

And endless shores. None other sounds were heard; 
Save of their flapping wings, whidi wearied now 
Encumbered with their load, at last Attain 
That side of hell, which long espemence taught 
Lay next man's earthy globe, and iphexe began 
Imperfect chaos its inclosing walL 

Satan coimnands : at ^nce m hovenag pfiise 
Stop all the host. Suddenly down they faU 
Alighting. Instant thousand dreadful roan 
Conjoin their de^ astound, proclaiming war 
Of elements* Behold a wonder ! here 
Scarce thro' the mantle ef thick night disoem'd. 
Yawning before them lies, dark, hallow, vast, 
A vault of heiglrt immense that seems to pierce 
Far forward into chaos, hell's last bound. 
Wide seem'd its arch as is the bow of heav'q^ 
When opfMMite tiie broad, portentous sun 
It strides o'er saUe clouds fimn sky to sky. 
Now the tir'd legion in prompt order form'd. 
All to the entraoce tif th' enormous chasm 
Silent advance. Wlien hade ! a piercing shout 
That drown'd all othn noise of diaos, rose 
As if from some dread beings hid within. 
The legion stops. Instant helPs furious King 
Singly darts forward, and some startled steps 
Entering the horrid den, loud caU'd. The du>ut 
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Ceffis'ti, when a hollow voice that fiom above Book 

Seem'^d to descend, nor distant far within, V. 

Scarce thro* the noise distinguished, thus retam'd. v. 6eo->-906. 

'^ Hail, King ! what mischief new recalls thy steps 
Across this vault. Yet rest not thou secure^ 
Altho' the labour' of a thousand years 
(A labour worthy fiercest spirits of hell) 
Could thro* the midst of Ais dread matter ope 
A long and dismal way, nearest to earth. 
That ev'n our utsnost toil can still support 
The horrid passage, if thou &il to send 
Fresh aids of potent angels, to relieve 
Our destin'd post, or mitigate at least 
A task that single is too hard to dure/' 

'' Peace, SataQ oried, aind calmly leartrta bear 
Thy destined lot 111 fits it spirit of heU 
Aught to complain. If any dare to quit 

&ted task — ^he knows^— Be bold and true/* 



He said, and instant leads di' expectaot host» 
Close to the cave ; when lo ! before them spuead 
A black and gulfy road, where dim appear'd^ 
For ever flitting, dark and fieiy gleams 
Far inward, further ev'n than keenest sight 
Could penetrate, that oft fidnt-shew*d a vaul^ 
Huge, hideous, such as yet no human eye 
Beheld, and Fancy shudders to conceive* 
Cautious, in order due, thcfre entering msorch 
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SattQ and all his pow*rsy in shielding clouds : Book 

Enwjrapt, when lo ! (astonishing tx> tell I) . V. 

High overhead on vast-o'erspreading. wings v:907-r936. 

Upborne, with pain the sight might scarce discern 
Numberless demon-forms, who strbng-^njoin'd. 
Up with exerted might heav'dby main force 
The rocking elements. The chios loose ; • 

Deciduous, vainly thousand, columns rais'd 
Ponderous aloft, of mighty bulk, assay'd 
Sole to support. Continuous from the base 
Overcharged by strength unheard infernal spirits, 
Rang'd side by side unnumber'd, backward drove 

Th' indignant discord. So the banded pow'rs 

_ • 

Satanic move along with eager steps . 

Under a canopy of outstretched widgs^ . 

While the high demons, as they mark below 

Their Monarch onward .lead, his lengthened host* 

Accost his legions with iexerted vo^ee!.^ — ' .1 .:;..- 

They silent hasten on. Above are heard 

Crashings of falling rocks, that. threat-ev'n.noMr ; 

To hide in shapeless ruins all his train 

And heirs proud King himsdf : supplanted sooii ; 

By roars of rushing wjajteafsif echoing faj; 

Thro* the dark caviem. Nes:t loud htssitigs rise!. 

When instant horribly broad sheets .of fire 

Pallid down-flash, tlmt spite. of murkiest shades 

Obscure illume afar th^ ^T^^ry p^th^ 

And to the ghastly eye suddeo :disclose . ; , 

Th* horrific dungeon, .stretching beyond sight, 

And plain above, lab'f ipg l^ith gestures fierce 
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Th* alarmed angels, seemiQgiWtih^:^^^) : ' BOQK ' 

Ready to fell o'erpower'd. Tiie\gleaiBy light. ;•., ., V.- i 
Endur'd not long ; for soOBiapiHinBBttiiactSj :.;,," .->. 
Of earth, revolving with.tmpetDC^ tiOMe,, ; •„. 

Onward resistless drove ttu; fiery mass, ■ .'« 
Or whelming deep, extingutsh'd all, thati^ow. 
The universal cave is/iudden left I:'.' ... 

In death-like darkness. Follow fuitious howls 
Of swelling winds, whkh alt the rockii^ noAW. 
From end to end convulse in horrid war. 
Sounding thro' chaos in :trem«hdokis pe^, : , 
That the high angels, fearful. mor^ ;^t| WOf^ .. 
Tho' bred to constant storms, now shout aloud. 
But Satan heard unmov'4, v^iose ^'d f Qfnipanfl 
Erst had ordain'd tJbese ijends of mightier streng^ . 
To prop th' incumbent weight* dot «'«": ^o,«l4.)ll^** ,- 
Spirits of subtler naturejo theif:aid» ;,. ' „; ^,ii\[ 
Furious he strides along with hurried steps, ^^sL 
His legion equalrjNiowing, by ^O^.shquts . : %^^.. 
Sole guided. He ib vain forbade al^rm. 
An universal terror shook them initlj ,; .;! , .insj 

Usurping sense. Thus long tJbsVinburteroushost.ih v 
Doubting, despairing, pass, tfano'^many^a.inai^ . '' ! 
Turning of that dire vault, by mwy detwfd. 
Endless. Oft Saltan wi^ exhorting VcSoe,: . ,;,,;! 
Hearten'dhispow'w»Jd*^Jn|)«niC:ft*MCt J :, ii j; 
Till as they journey on iorlooi^»d/n^df . I ■ : >rr; 
Passing a sudden labyrinth«..loi:iikOi# ^ i; . . . 

Bursts on their startled gaee, iiX distance seen,. :t { 
The spacious moath;of ^t huge (iava, .tfaat/sboan'd... 
Vol. I. F f 
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A collied sullen light of gloomy grey^ Book 

Tmage of vacuous twilight, which first seen V. 

Bordering so sudden pn the single, dark v. 967-994. 

Dazzled the view. Joyful advance they on* 

Nearer as swift they draw, th' enlarging mouth 

Opens in space, and clearer dawn illumes 

The doubtful way, till they at last have won 

Its utmost verge. All stood, and forward look 

Eager upon the nameless void, and space 

Infinite, not unpierc'd of dusky light 

Incipient, thro' immeasur'd depths, the wide 

Barrier which separated other worlds. 

Satan immediate on that awful brink - * 
Advanc'd, with voice directive thus instructs 
Th' observant hosts, and to his words adjoins 
Signals, and points indicative the hand. 

% 

*' Arrived at last, our gladden'd sight beholds 
Creation's outer bounds, the confines broad 
Of dim-commencing light, wbope interval 
Of empty dusk divides God's universe 
Created fair, firom* chaos and the t^akns . 
Of desolate space, imperfect^ increate, ' > 

Circling unbounded, ' without end, • This way. 
Far to the right, lie heaven's enqtyfedl climes 
And realms of bliss, oncedwieitby us. " Direct' 
Before us, past this twilight-glihimering space. 
Lies God's fair universe^ with glorious orbs 
Fill'd, and> vast; worlds roll'd round by beamy suns, 
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Proliigp, darting light bjsA hedL 86me wheeld Book 

Themscflves ia planetary circles round V, . 

Suns fixM, with gradual ,iBKi*w>n gently; darawn v. »95-.io«v 

In soft harmonious order, «:ttlinly yield . ' 

Concordant music tq celestial $^nse^ ... i .. . : 

Thro' ever-varyi»f,$ph^esi, • Behold & /ev'n fmr ' . ..,V 

Some mighty orhiHr wOriii; revolving near 

Creation's outer marge, appears in view 

Advancing hitherward, «Apt; |i)H beheld. 

Yet dimHliscern'd;by(^€^ t^9t:9had<KW$ thtpwi^ 

Moving afar along this ftfhy ^ift ' ' . ' ' . 

M 

And darkening with' deep gloom ti)ier doudy sptee 

Of the surrounding atmosphere. Tbsou^ which' 

Dividual boundaiyvjiwift convey !d amid ' >. 

The radiant universe^ .pj^ei maiiy a world . . . ' • 

Bright or opake, rotative^or uniiioVd, . . 

Hence we must steer our tQindlvil cxHirse, at will 

Tortuous or straighU< >and in one nrass conjunct 

Pass, fearful of detection,; veil'd in douds. 

Like some tempestuous gust by polar winds 

Driv'n thro' creation with resistless rage, 

TiU we arrive at last the ocean wide. 

Spread o'er man's globous earth, whose softer space " 

Shall in its yielding bosom, deep;«mpierc*d. 

Receive us safest, and may mitigate 

With gentlest pressure our mfiiriate &11. 

There at our leisure we may best compose 

What dissarray may foil our wearied strength u.i r ) 

Worn with our perilous voyage, and may haste 7 ',( > 

To execute those counsels, which our thoughts fo ,'y{) 

Ff 2 . 
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V. ^. ;,,^^,v luw roncertcd in mid hi*!,^';', « - ■. fiooK*^ 

* ... 

V. - 

|lt^s{K>ke; and instintly the willing host v. 1025-1053 

Impatient bids prepare : 'they as contriv'd/ 
(Each singly round himself) colle<Hive roll ♦ ^ "^^ 
Thunders, and pitchy dobds, aiid smoky firts. 
Then crowded in close mass, all quick become 
Invisible to sight, as if to air 

« • • • • • 

Melted away, and opposite man' eatiih 

As use had taught, forward etkpfertthAy poiwt 

Their culminating van : as whett tt. thip ^ 

The sole Manilla, charged' with all ^he wealth - 

Of Eastern liid toward Adapulco turns -• 

From thronged Phillij^ine Isles and (^itm'6' ifcoastt^ * f'-^i 

Her long and trackless toyage, p«pb««ig'^ ^'^ ' ^nu : ;• "- V 

Over the vast Pacific, crossed in 6{)ace 

Waters engirding half this teri«n6 gldbe^ 

To draw her treasured stores and safe unfold' •' 

In other waiting woclds her thou^d gems ' 

Rubies and sapphires, opal and tlie shine < ><^ 

Of emeralds, Persia's silks and gold, and spoil 

Of wasted kingdoms and imperial thrones. 

All waiting for their dreadless <x>utSe, at\>nce '^^ ' - 

Give their fierce whirlwinds way, ^ which iridtaM drive • 

Forward, ungovern'd, in a morn^hii* blown »• '^"^^ " 

Swifter than lighfning, all th' femboafd'friass"! * ^' -^^ 

Thro* space unmeasurable, past thfe Avoiids - ' " ' ' ^ • ' 

Of universal nature, and ihe realms - "^ ^ ' ' ' * 

Of wide creation.'' Coiiscibiistuftiillf fold • • • ^ ^ . 

Of some disorder d fary, fled along-. 
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In its own wild, unftthotn'd darkness hid Book 

Millions of leagues, ere yet th' infernal host Vi 

On their mysterious transit driven, had pass'd ^i^Sb3 

With speed so imconceiir'd, that even now 

HurPd headlong 'mid the ocean <^earth*s globe 

Dashing they fall. Instant high-surging waves, . 

Arch'd fixym the lowtnost depths, within their wombs 

Raging receive them. ; Buried all awhile 

Remain, o'erpower'd wit£r hud fktigue, and lie 

Strown on the mighty waters^ dbSnnerd base : 

All safe alike, for sudden now they rise 

Wrapt in their clouds, and seizing to themselves 

The looserfd hurricanes, behold ! the sea 

Drops down, appe&s*d. Their forms they now assume 

Rejoicing in their safety smd their flight 

Deem'd unobserved, under the <5onduct high 

Of their proud King, whom now his legion hails ^ ^ 

Congratulant, as o'er the lowmost beds 

Of the unsounded sea they walk erect. 

And gaze, above, around, the pathless mass^ ^ 

Of azure waters, where so low, all seem*d 

Silent and peaceful-mild, nor the broke roar ' 

Of falling wave could reach the tranced ear. 

As the high billows settled to a calm. 

Magnificent appeared the solemn scene,^ 

As when at silent evening hour of peace 

The pensive eye of Meditation marks 

With reverential awe the dome of heav*n 

Deck'd o'er its blue serene with thousand fires,. 

Emptying their golden lamps of dewy light. 
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Streaming-unboundecU while the white clouds float Book 

In lucid beauty thro* th* expaixnye. sky. V. 

Twas how man's night, and on the surface green 

The fiiU-orb'd moon oblique her quivering beams 

Shot bright, each spangled wave robing in gold. 

Where stars innumerable trembling shone ^' 

Reflected. 0*er the wide translucent deep 

Ships glitt'ring far, as on the crystal top 

They wing*d with bended sails their shadowy way, 

Mov'd, swan4ike, to th' observant ken of Spirits, 

Who on the watch at so unwonted scene 

Felt an extatic glow of strange delight. 

Anxious they gaze, if mid the vasty waves . 

Land within sight appear. Yet none they view. 

4 

So on they pass thro' many an arching cave 
Of chrystal pure, or sparry rock, and groves 
Of orient pearl, and coral grots, o'erhung 
With thousand varied shells, glitt'ring of hues 
Changeful in beam, and strown with natural grace 
Unwitnessed : while around wild arbours crept 
Beauteous sea-shrubs, and flow*rs of forms and dyes 
Fresher and fairer than the costly gems 
Earth's gardens yield. Wide o'er the radiant floor 
By thousands lay unheeded jewels rich 
That thro* cerulean waters shot their rays 
Of coloured light. Around, delighted trains 
Of gliding fishes, streak'd with every tint 
Heav'n's arch displays, reflected to the mo6n 
Playful, quick golden gleams, and wond'ring eyed 
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The stranger wanderers. They intent rov'd on. Boos 

Nor land discem'd, till some adventurous Spirit V. 

Oradual-ascending, soon attained at will ^n^mS 

The surface of the sea, '^[lehen lifting high 

Half of his bulk, he stationary gaz'd 

£ager around, and wide ; far as the ken 

Of his keen-piercing eye explored. Ere long 

Joyful he deem'd the moon's wan glimmering rays 

Discovered, distant far, white-glittering cliiis. 

Instant descending, he disperses round 

The welcome tid\ngs, which proud Satan heard 

Delighted, for he knew those shining cliffs 

Spoke Albion's isle. That way they turn in haste, 

£xulting : and along the sea's low beach 

Half-flying, treading half, fiill soon they mark 

Upswelling firom the bottom, chalky rocks. 

Tow'rd these they glad approach, and pleas'd behold 

Wave-worn, supported, hollow-arching caves, 

Rang'd various underneath on columns high. 

Entering within whose shades, they here dispose 

Vast stores of arms, incorruptible now 

Of moist or dry, and cumulate involv'd 

Huge pitchy clouds, which as a cloke they bare^ 

Thunders, and firesy and smok^ and embryo storms^ 

Tumultuous urg'd sdong, there safe to lie 

Unseen, unknown, till prompt occasion call : 

Then backward tuming their enhven'd steps 

Close to the wall of those deep-piled rocks» 

At signal due, all in array ascend, 

A shadowy legion fierce, until arriv'd 
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The ocean-sur&ce and to opoi view . Book 
Of beamy light, invisible to eye V. 

AH iastant turn, their grosser fbrnis vfrithdrawii« VAii^un 
And firm corporeal to aetherial changed. 

So thro' th' aerial void they urge their way 
Impetuous, unperceiv*d, till their vast (xajn 
Approach in silent shade the murmuring vales 
And tented plains of Exham. Far above 
Conceal'd in rolling mists that from the waves 
Rose of deep-flowing Ex, their glance discerns 
Th* infernal pow'rs on some obscure consult 
Assembled. Now their mighty pristine shapes 
Assumed, the host Satanic under guide 
Of their proud Emperor in warlike parade 
Tow'rd their compeers advanced. Dire was the noise 
And tumult of fierce joy, that from each host 
Burst at the sight of other : chief fiY>m those 
By Satan left, now to behold their King 
Returned with multitudinous array 
Of pow'rfiil legions destined to become 
Their glad associates in dark deeds of guile 
And future war. High gratulation loud 
Salutes with solemn hail th' Infernal ChieC 
To whose exact enquiry prompt reply 
Tells that th* opposing human armies rest 
Yet separate, as when he parted late 
On his proud enterprize : both under guard 
Vigilant of empyreal pow'rs, alike 
Adverse. When eager thus the Prince of HelL 
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" Now therefore is our time, while we to earth Book 

Returned with great and wisest pow'rs remain V. 

Yet undiscovered, thro' th* exulting Danes v.ind-iaoi 

Fury ungovernable and desire 
Frantic for battie to inspire, till all 
The host triumphant, issuing from the camp. 
Spread havoc and destxpction far around 
0*er populous plains and towns with sword and (ire 
In numbers irresistible* Perhaps 
Thus they may tempt the English powers to meet 
In adverse battle^ ere as yet the chie6 
Return with banded aids, so sure to yield 
Victory uncontrolled, while we aloft 
Visible like the Pagan Gods, attend 
Our votaries' deeds and prompt assist their pray'rs^ 
Exciting confidence and fiery zeal 
As yet unknown in frenzy as effect." 

His spirits applaud : and thro' the Waning night 
Satan to all his host untir'd imparts 
Secret instruction, big with fraud and death. 
Till ere the unmask'd dawn thro' earliest dews 
Serenely cadent over hill and vale 
Had pour'd her coral light, th' setherial pow'rs 
Malevolent amid the Danish camp 
Had scattered wildly-banefiil thoughts, and sleep 
Disturbed with dreams of blood. Now the thron'd sun 
Sprung from the sea in panoply of gold 
Ascended heav'n, difiiising gem-bright beams. 
The wicked throng of Spirits, scattered round 

Vol. I. G g 
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The Danish camp in alent due array Book 

Await the rising of the Pagan host V. ' 

To their wont matin oristms. Full soon vTi^SilSb 

Forth issue from the tents innum^rous throngs^ 

Warriors in brilliant arms, and haughty chiefs 

Magniiic-deck'd, standards, and sacred bards> 

Under their well-knowh brders marshaird soon. 

And snow-whit* proj^tesses, matron dames . . i ' 

And youths and graceful virgins, met as us'd 

In vast assemblage their dwe ritefe to pay 

Of solemn adoration to 'Heav'n's King* 

, r * 

Bards sweet-attune their holy rn^kxliesi 
Harps mingling swell resptefisive strains. Tlie l^osts ' 
Fervent, extatit joiUi and rai^e devout 
The universal hand and ardent eye 
Toward heav*n, adoring. .i . 

When behold ! — amid 
Th' irradiate sky, by swift degfees displayed. 
Glory and light as of a thou^nd suns - 
Burst thro' the bine meridian vault, and soon 
Aloft, in sight of all, thro* brilliant clouds 
On each hand parting from ih6 splendid frdme. 
Descended smooth a Aiighty chtiLriot> roir4 
Magnific as of gold or livifljg fire. 
Its gorgeous wheels, flashing purpureal rajrs, 
Upraised on high a concave blazing dome, ' 
Within whose vast recess, sublime-^nthron'd 
Sat a majestic shape, ooospicuous ; clothed 
As in empyreal arknour, and his brows 
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Girt with a towering crown, celestial-bright. Book ; 

Awful he sat, nor seem'd in pow'r and state V. 

Less than a God, as with almighty arm v. iw 1-1260, 

He rein*d the furious Tygers, whose huge forms 

Floating terrific thro' the radiant air 

Drew his resplendent pomp. Beside him hung 

His dazzling shield stupendous, and in range 

Of trophied grandeur countless lances shone, 

While his right-arm upheld a flamy spear 

High-eminent, which as a signal beamed 

To thousand shapes of lineament divine 

Who in refulgent train attendant mov'd 

After th* imperial car. Most goddess-like^ 

All arm'd, and mounted chief on winged steeds ; 

Some in pedestrian grace sailing along 

Th' illumined heav'n. 

The PagQ.n hosts^— aghast, — 
In admiration rapt, — astonish'd,-r*know 
Th' Almighty King of Gods, deign'd to descend 
Ev*n from Valhalla's glorious domes with these 
His Goddess train of Valkyries, — Strait all 
Exulting with a cry of mix*d acclaim 
Shout universal, " Odin, Odin, cQixie 
With heav'nly apparition from his halls 
Of joy." In prostrate awe all Ml devout 
Prone to the earth. 

Lower the glorious <?ar 
Descends, and as it moves, a floating shade 
Spreads o'er the dazzled earth, of verd'rou? land 
Covering a frirlong space, until it hung 

Gg 2 
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Curbed by degrees in stationary poise Book 

Above the kneeling host. Th* adoring bards V. 

Scarce dare gaze upward in amaze, and strike v. i36i-i»o 

Symphonious harps, and sing in holy strain 

Hymns of glad praise. Th' Almighty throned shape, 

Supreme-nprising from his orient seat, 

Forth stretches vast his glittering spear, and waves 

Its massy frame, beckoning to all the host 

As if with invitation to ascend ; 

Then, sternly fixing his tempestuous brows. 

Points with infuriate gesture and fierce rage 

Where lie contiguous cities, or wide towns. 

Peopled with native habitants : and strikes 

With unconceived blow the flamy range 

Of his commingling lances, that all heaven 

Resounds with sudden noise, to dire astound 

Sweird, as his rais'd, ungovernable arm 

Rings on his adamantine shield the din 

Of deepest battle. 

Mute astonishment 
Seized all th* imploring army, and behold ! 
The mighty Raven, where it stood alofl 
Conspicuous floating 'mid the silky folds 
Of the fitte-hallow'd standard, sudden rear'd 
His ^le wings on high, instinct with life 
And joy, triumphant ; presage of success. 
And glorious victory* 

Now a vapourous cloud 
O'er the mid heav'n rolling its darkened tram. 
From the reluctant eyes in raptur'd awe 
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Fix'd fervent, gradualWeil'd the splendid pomp, Book 

Soft-evanescent, till at I^igth the sky V. 

Fades to its wont blue aspect- Scarce had thus vlwi^^ 

Parted the radiant vision, &re the Danes 

Enthusiastic fury seiz'd. They start 

Sudden, and madd'ning strike their sonant shidds 

With quiv'ring spears. Fierce acclamation loud 

Ascends to heav*n, in long-commingUng cries 

Of ^^ Slaughter; slaughter, battle, instant war. 

^ Odin invites us — Heav'n's Almighty King, 

*' Visible now to each astonished eye, 

** Gives signal plain of battle. Let us hence 

Instantly to assail unravag*d towns. 

Temples, and provinces with sword and fire. 

Or ev'n the English camp, whither the God 
*' Pointed. Oh 1 never, never will we bear 
** Ignoble peace. — ^We and our sons unborn 
^ Will with blood-reeking arms thro' many an age 
^\ Exterminate the Christians, and ascend 
"* From fields of gore to heav'n's all«plendid haHs. 
^* Odin will share with us feasts, sportjB^ and wars.'' 

Wildly they leap for joy ; such ardor breath'd 
The desp'rate host, and thro' th' enraged ranks 
Such uncontrolled impatience fir'd their souls. 
Some deem, that in a body all the host 
Should storm with power conjunct the English camp 
Instant, of ample devastation thus 
And final victory sure. This counsel aids 
Fierce Oskital. But Guthrun, Sovereign Kii^, 
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Dissuades, and to the {mbtic'miadirbcUls < • ! > '■/" BoOK 

The former high resolve V await reidenr'd . . V, 

Fresh fields of honourable feme, where Deatli 

Shall claim from paths of noblest danger souls.. . 

Of mightiest warriors. Rath^ he approves . 

That all in bands diiverse {brth-ossuing: pour 

O'er the surrounding country, and enjoy . 

Battles on ev'ry hand, where'er the foe 

Embodied may oppose (for so, he.deema^ ' 

Appear*d the God's high will) and conquer towns 

And plains as yet unvisited, until 

Advancing in full pow'r the English host. 

Return to glorious fields of hard contest. • . 

Obeisant to his words, ere yet the sun 
Rode in his noon, innumerous squadrons fierce 
Rush o'er contiguous plains. Before them strode 
Ruin ^vith giant-step, as o'er the knd 
They bear mad desolation, havoc, spoil. 
Insatiable, and' with impious fires 
Sack each devoted temple's holy rest, • 
Or rising villages, 6r peopled towns. 
Drenching with slaughter their blood*purpiedsivordi. 
Borne o'er the various* provinces, tlieypour 
Resistless, till th' alarmed cbuntry, lost 
In fearful expectation, shudd'ring moans 
Inevitable do^dttt of- final deelth. 
So on they roam, till all the land presents 
One dire tumultuous ^cene, confusion link'd 
With massacre, aiKi near the confines come^ 



«33i 

Insolent, of the shattered English camp. 3oOK 

There maddening they aspire by fiercest acts V. 

Of wanton devastation to. allure . vTil^t^ 

Alfred with all his rous*d. iQdignant powers 

Battles yet premature to. tempt and waste 

His scarce-recover*d strength ; where wide-entrench*d 

Pond'ring designs of import* vast^ he l^iy 

Awaiting when his chiefe with summoned aids 

Should to his camp return, 9Qd fiill emplpy M 

That interval of time with busiest works. 

These provocations and insulting arts. 
And universal havoc raging iround, 
Th' angelic pow'rs obsCTv'd, nor idle view'd> 
Or void of meet skirptilse: Alarm'd, thqir thought?, 
Endued with spiritual penetration, strait 
Suspect Satanic subtleties and wiles, (] 

Effecting operations pow'rfiiV more . ' [^ 

Than wont: and instant image Hell's proud King 
Now laboring fiiriously to execute 

His horrid threats, late-utter'd. On the .watch , j 

Alert, invisible to sight, dispersed . r . ;> K 

Various around, they mark in^^nal cralfti^ : . i ^ 

Performed mysterious. In amaze they see, - 
To fervent pray'rs of the debided Danes 
Imploring heavenly armour, thro' the air 
Amid deep thunders at pale fu^, huge shields , ! i« ) 

Or blood-stain'd swords dowivhurl'd by awflil shiqpes 
Illusive, habited as mightiest Gods, 
Or Demigods, innumerous : — Or in shades * 
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Of hideous darkness by the yawnitig mouths Book' 

Of solitary dens, nntrod by men, V. 

Sounds utter words oracular, of import - v. is7s^i406 

Terrific, big with prophecy and deeds 

Of hideous mention, to the greedy ears 

Secret-deliver*d of th' enquiring brave. — 

Or ghosts of long-departe^ chiefs arise 

From their oped graves in battle-fields at breath 

Of charmed Runic rhymes. — That soon the ken 

Intelligent of angel sense perceives 

Legions of spirits newly drawn fi^om hell 

In league of subtlest machination join'd 

T' inspire with hellish fiiry, and delude 

The wretched Pagans to enthusiasm wild 

And solemn trust in these their fancied God$. 

Deliberate, in himself collected, soon 
Michael, empyreal leader, deep-i^volves 
The meditated mischief, and everits 
Ponders, that consequential may induce 
Dangers inevitable near. Unsafe 
He deems the fate of empire to confide 
And threatened stablishment of Christ's all-pure 
And heav'nly faith thro' Britain's fevor*d isle, 
(Perhaps from her example high, to win 
Secure foundation o'er the farthest realms 
Of this terraqueous globe) unsafe he deems 
So great, and weighty cliarge in guard to trust 
Of his own fewer pow'rs : before scarce meet 
Or equal Against so fierce, infernal foes ; 
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Now utterly unniateh'd. Ail tairi hie deems Booid 

T' oppose their proud axigmented force. Behold I Vf. 

Prescient of future^ th' arcbangeKc pow'r v, 1407—1436 

By dread, mysterious signal svtrift convokes 
His conscious hierarchies. — Round their chief 
Summoned they throng, by orders aftd <fegrees 
Thron'd regular, with heavenly glories crowned ; 
To whom, in gorgeous majesty array'd, 
Their godlike King* 

** Astomsh'd, we behold 
Satan with pow'rs innumerable arm*d 
Of subject spirits^ new-convened, whose dark 
Malignant fury and consummate guile 
Aim now to execute those haughty boasts 
Menaced by Hell's fierce Kin^. Their horrid rage. 
Too eager, has surpassed its ownf intent 
We are aware ; — ^by diill Wc have' discerned 
The dangers we have 'soap'd ; else mig^ht have met 
IiH^autious. Now our numberEi we confess^ 
Unequal to oppose in hostile range 
All hell, convoked to war : tsr trust our chaise 
Magnific, to our disproportion'd aid. 
Behoves us instant, new and meet allies 
To ask of angels from th' Empyreal <iouito 
Of highest heav'n, whose union nwy supi)prt 
Our else o^erpow'red strength. Wl^nefore my firm 
Unaltered purpose rests from diese confines 
Of earth, with some selected traiti, to jiart 
Immediate to our native heaven, and there 
Call mightiest aids of ^gh^ celfestid thrones 
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To Join our glorious work : piompt all to yield Book 

Assistance in the cause of God, his Christ, < V« 

And injured man, by Demon-arts assail'd. vTi^^i^ 

Departing thus, the remnant of my pow'rs 

I leave in charge of this afflicted isle. 

Your constant care be her defensive host 

And her unequair<l King : on whom akme 

Depend Britannia's safety, peace, atid weal 

Thro* many a future age. Her sons uuborn 

To these must look for happiness ; shall call 

These men deliverers, fathers, guardian-shields. 

Wherefore attend my strict comtnand. Prevent, 

By ev'ry care most vigilant, the, march 

Of Alfred's host, imperfect yet, ' but soon 

To feel increase of multitudinous aids 

Summoned from distant plains, till ye behold 

Me from the states of heav'n returned sublime 

With mighty pow'rs of radiant demigods. 

Not sooner will the Danish host assail 

The Christian camp, but wait (so wills their chief 

Of nobler nature) the fuU-arm'd approach 

Of all the native legions, for array 

Of numerous war in fair-c<mtested fields 

Glorious and open. Only if ye yield 

Satan by wily insults all too ijoon . . 

Forth to elude the English host, and tempt 

Certain destruction in inferior fight. 

Will he effuse his dreadful-brooded ire. 

Effectively, and whelm our rising state 

In final ruin. Wherefore act, forewarned." 
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He spoke ; and instant loud applause reveard Book 

Glad approbation. Strait the mighty Chief V. 

From mid the splendid throng selective calls v^^^m 

A glorious band, who in imperial train 
Shall to celestial realms of bliss escort 
His airy voyage. They sublime ascend 
Attendant chariots in compact array 
Spontaneous moving, which on wings of gold 
Stretch'd o'er harmonious-rolling wheels advance 
Smooth thro' the beamy sky, and rapid waft 
Their skilful guides, beyond the cloudy sphere 
Of this terraqueous globe, beyond the space 
Of universal nature, passing stars 
Or suns innumerous, which to other worlds. 
Various as infinite, dispens'd their beams ; 
Peopled, perhaps, with varying habitants 
By all-creative wisdom to each clime 
Accommodated ; till the gorgeous pomp 
Arrive in state of solemn majesty 
The glittering borders of the heav'n of heav'ns. 
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ARGUMENT OF BOOK VI. 

Tlie angels arriving in heaven pass first through the rural or more sequestered 
parts of itf then through the populous and more inhabited regions, wfiase delights 
and glories are pictured to the fancy. Michael comes into his own empire, wfiere 
he is met by tfte orders of angels subject to his command. He ascends his throne, 
and explains the cause of his arrival, wldch is to lead back with him to earth a new 
band of select spirits to be employed against Satan in the defence of the Christians, 
but declares that it is first necessary to have tlie permission of the Deity, To intreat 
which, Michael and his powers approach the throne of the Supreme Deity, of 
which a faint developement is endeavoured to be conveyed to human imagination. 
The permission of the Deity is granted. Adoration and praise of the Supreme. 
Michael and a selected legion prepare to return to earth. They pass through 
various spheres of the created universe, till they at length enter that planetary 
system, within which maris earth moves. They see on their way the several other 
planets within this sphere, according to our ideas of astronomy. At length per^ 
ceiving the earth with her attendant moon, they stop awhile on the hills of the 
satellite, where behig struck with admiration at the extent and grandeur of their 
journey and the prospects tf^ey have seen, Michael breaks out into a rapture of 
astonishment at the Omiupotence and goodness of tfie Deity. They then descend to 
earth, and joining their other powers, enter the camp of tfie English. 
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ALFRED. 



BOOK VI. 



V. 1—lf. 



v^ELESTIAL pow*r, thou who canst give the soul^ 

Borne on Imagination's ardent wings. 

Herself creating, to behold displayed 

Visions of glory passing earthly thought. 

Deign o'er thy vot'ry to effuse thy beams 

Of purest light : guide my unused steps. 

Approaching with a meek religious awe ; 

Protect mine eyes from sight, my tongue from speech. 

Of aught profane for human utterance. 

While I presume th* empyreal realms of bUss 

To pierce, and ope the secrets of high heav'n. 

Now had the glorious embassy, beyond 
The farthest verge of this round universe, 
Arriv'd the lucent wall, whose opal tow'rs. 
Beaming as suns, with dazzling radiance bound 
Heav'n's everlasting regions. Whence in full 
Stupendous prospect lay th* unclouded view 
Of all creation^ with innum'rous worlds 
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Fiird, that in ever-intervolving spheres Book 

Mov'd various, and proclaimed the pow'r divine Vl. 

Which gave them being and their place ordain'd. 
On these so lately past, th' angelic train. 
Checking their swifter voyage, gaze awhile 
With looks of grateful joy and mix'd amaze. 
Ere thro' the loftily reftilgent gates 
That tow'rd the Eastern courts celestial led. 
Their bright procession rode. 

Entering they view 
The mansions of the blest : the chosen seats 
Of mighty Hierarchies, orders bright, 
Angels, Archangels, Cherubs, Seraphim, 
Thousands of thousand heav'nly hosts, dispersed 
Thro' radiant climes of infinite extent, 
lUum'd with glory and transcendent shine 
Of vision beatific, that dispensed 
To highest sense of angels perfect joy. 
All light, all purity, all happiness. 
Here met in lavishest profiision each 
Entrancing bliss, (yet far more excellent) 
Which in Arcadian or Elysian fields 
Poetic harps have feign'd. No eye hath seen. 
No ear hath heard, nor human heart conceived 
The rapfrous joys in never-failing spring 
Abundant here. Calm now the fervid orbs 
Of the refulgent chariots in array 
Melodious roll along heav'n's crystal floor 
Which as a sea of gems or liquid gold. 
Mingling with changefiil splendour, soft;, serene. 
Shone from afar, where the delighted eye 
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Reposed not long, but gently wander'd o'er Book 

Allured to boundless distance, or reclin'd VI. . 

On many a gradual swell and winding fall. 



V. 49— rr. 



Thus as the train magnific on its way 
Approaching tow'rd the throne of Deity 
Conspicuous mov'd, its pomp accompanied 
Full many a^ band celestial ; shapes divine^ 
Of beauty inexpressible, adorn'd 
In robes of glorious texture, and their brows 
Circled with crowns of gold. On orient wings 
Glittering with richest hues, serene they sail 
Along the air, as varying fancy leads ; 
Sometimes precursive on the clear expanse 
Of the crystalline pavement, they proclaim 
The coming state. Sometimes with playful flight 
The splendid equipage ascends on high. 
Whence lay in prospect all th' extended scene 
Below ; the regions of empyreal heaven. 
Of rural view or populous. 

Around 
Nearest they mark a champain-tract diffus*d» 
Delectable to sight, nor wanting change 
Diversified of hill, and vale, and plain. 
Sofbsloping hills with dewy verdure clad, 
Enrich'd with fragrant flow'rs, whose splendor shone 
As vegetable gems. Calm overspread 
The shadowy-chequer'd woods, on vital trees 
Profus'd ambrosial fruits, breathing of youth, 
Purpureal-beaming thro* the wavy leaves, 
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Nectareous, grateful to th' unsated taste, Booi; 

The food of angels. These contiguous fanned V. 

Inviting bow'rs of bliss, seats of delight, v. 78—107. 

That redolent afar the genial air 

Scented with joy and dalliance, as they hung 

Crowning with graceful canopy the beds 

Of holy vales, where Solitude serene 

Dwelt with Tranquillity. Less soothing far 

Odorous breezes o*er Iberian vales 

Blow, thro' thick myrtle groves and orange bowers. 

Where the fond lover, hid in Solitude, 

(So feigns romance) under some arching grot 

Tells to the woods and streams his ardent love. 

In languid music from his sighing flute^ 

£choed around, till sweetest airs and sounds 

Lull his enraptur'd sense to dreamy sleep. 

Throughout these matchless scenes, celestial light 

Impearl'd the glittering dew, o*er banks and dales 

Luxuriant shed, which with its cool veil deck'd 

Spring ever-nascent, and with balmy juice 

Foster'd unpictur'd beauty. Fragrant less. 

Less fair past menticm, shines the blushing rose. 

When to th' admiring eye at beamy noon 

Enthroned in leaves amid her budding train 

Coy she halfopes her velvet globe, and sheds 

Wide thro' the conscious air and sentient shrubs 

Purpureal grace and fragrance. Thro' each vale 

Meand'ring ran rivers of happiness. 

Fed by fresh fountains of perpetual life. 

That silvery-winding shew'd their sparkling waves 
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As pearls, reflected in the beams of heav'n. Book 

While as they murmuring roU'd on lustrous gems, V. 

Music pursued their wandering, and delight ^oSs?. 

Waited their gentle fall, ere underneath 

Some silent grot difiiis'd, their gurgling lapse 

Retired embosom'd. Oft in such recess 

Veird amid shades of peace, in blissful ease. 

Angels repos'd, and tun'd melodious lays 

In secret, to extatic hymns of joy. 

Which to the waiting echo sofb-betray'd 

Their sweet-redoubled cadence, and diffused 

From grot to grot,, responsive borne away 

Their tender burden. Oft amid these scenes 

Wafting their airy course, angelic forms 

Delayed their speed and hov'ring in delight 

Listened the rapt'rous strains which floating rose 

Amid the gentle air, unconscious whence 

Issued th' enchanting melodies. Around, 

Birds in consorted quires their numerous song 

Warbling attun'd, which thro* the vivid groves 

Zephyrs on whispering pinions gently breath'd 

To purling waterfalls, that dashing wav*d 

Refireshing coolness with harmonious sound. 

Less grateful-mild (with earthly scene compared) 

Streams the firesh influence of the evening breeze 

Breath'd o*er the landscape, while the sinking sun 

Purples the west and thro' the vocal air 

Scatters his rosy beams, what time the herds 

Homeward retiring o'er the dewy ground 

Responsive low, and on the gilded trees 
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Stiller, the birds sit calm, warbliRg aload Pook 

A farewell concert to departipg ^y. VI. 

The varied plains in faint>rei}p4ing' hues v. wi^ie?- 

Soften'd to tender distance, and displayed 

Verdure and grateful rpdiance, mpre serene 

Than light of gems, with lustre than the moon 

More rich, when sailing thro' the starry h^v'n, 

Full-orb'd, she paints the earth with fluid gold* 

Lakes in their crystal bosoms wide aroui^d 

Reflected heaven's gorgeous firmament, 

Magnific, of cerulean tint, with gems 

Set as with stars, and thousand glories, pure 

As living suns, beaming celestial day. 

Amid whose splendid dome smootli-floatiiig clouds, 

Wreath'd from the fiimes of iitoense, nard, or ipyrrh 

With lofty hand from golden censers thrown 

By angel choirs, or odours borne on high 

From ever-burning altars, scattered down 

Varying reflections o'er heav'n's pearly floor 

And emerald seas, still-changing as beheld. 

Calm-evanescent, Whether purple mom 

Bade from their silvery breasts aipbrosial dews 

Meekly descend, or to their -i^ftft enabrace 

Eve, graceful-sailing in her inode^t qar^ 

Yielded resplendcQt light, and bade them veil 

Heav'n's glories in soft shade, while she induced 

Delicious twilight o'er expecting re^lms^ 

Mother of contemplation and t^e bliss 

Of pensive seriousness, yet ting'd with gold 

And purple radiance their fair-streaming robes. 



Seasons less genial deck'd the joyous earth Book 

When Sol with Venus in the Rhodian isle VL 

Slept, while the gratulant heav'ns rain'd drops of gold, y. us^m. 
And over hill and dale each fragrant flow'r 
Grateful of orient hue spontaneous bloomed. 
Sometimes reflected from innumerous thrones. 
Ere day declines, aerial glories burst 
Proud on the ravish'd gaze, illustrious-rear'd 
As rainbows, glowing in magnific range 
With many a coloured arch, expansive-strjsfcch'd 
Triumphal o'er mid heav'n, thro\ whose bright pomp 
Angels in glittering chariots pass sublime 
In long array of princely pageantry 
At solemn festivals, while in their looks 
Shines immortality, their argent robes 
Pretext with golden reeds, ensigns of state. 
Thus they behold the rich effulgence mild 
Recede, admiring ; then thro' other climes 
Delight to wander, eager to survey 
Heav'n's beauteous wonders, lavishly dispersed 
Exhaustless : such as human language fails 
To picture by a name. Beyond compare 
Luxuriant less, nor so profuse of bliss 
Smile the glad regions and balnwlropping groves 
Of Araby the blest, where verdurous vales 
Teeming with firuits from ev'ry country met 
Cool court the willing feet, and fragrant gales 
Smelling of cassia, aloes, nard, and balm 
Possess the melting sense. Then smit with love 
And grateful adoration, they converse 
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Of God's eternal goodness and new hymns B00& 

Frame to his praise. Some ev'n beyond the bounds V. 

Of heav'n delight new knowledge to acquire v. i9«-w7. 

And pierce the secrets of the universe 

Which thence in prospect lies. Oft on bold wing 

From the celestial verge they shoot away 

Amid the rolling worlds and endless suns 

Till hovering near their various orbs, they mark 

Their motions, laws, spheres, shapes, and habitants. 

Then back to heaven they speed, lost in amaze 

At God's omnipotence : or frequent-charg'd 

With solemn embassy from pow'r Supreme 

Their voyage thro' immeasurable space 

They steer on wing, and execute with joy 

Divine behests. 

Thus pass'd the new-arriv'd 
Rapt in serene delight, thro' various climes 
Of rural countries, till their steps approach 
Regions, by populous multitudes possess'd. 
That shew'd as cities, and to view display'd 
Magnificence and glories save in heav'n 
Seen never. Seats of sov'reign majesty. 
Where thro' extensive empires mightiest pow'rs 
Of archangelic Seraphs held their state 
And regal dignities : dominion high 
Kingdoms and principalities display'd 
With pomp unutterable : imperial tow'rs 
Blazing with riches, thick as stars, allur'd 
On ev'ry hand th' astonish'd gaze, high-rais'd 
Where palaces innumerable shone. 
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Cherubic domiciles, wkh. all ddight 

R^lete, that with subUme eflyigence wide 

Conspicuous flam'd^ aB here were ceater'd sole 

All honour, glory, splendor, aad renowii. 

Thro' gates of beaten gold, whose massy imine ' 

At frequent even distance parts the walk 

Of polish'd alabaster, which suinrand 

These sumptuous regions, : tlie resplendait throng 

Pass in procession vaat^ and aw'd ^bevof 

The gorgeous structures, inanmiiis which Hb&y knew 

Not distant from the Ihrome of Deity. , 

For could not glories sudi as^tilc»e, 'thovlmown. 

Rest ev*n of angels unadmir*d. :^ Around ^ 

Innumerable, infinite, exact; -it* 

Pillars of jasper, beaming liiriiig.flame; 

Each variously inmreakh'd wiAi gems, and ^w'rs 

Celestial, wrought in geU^>ii^irear'fl oil ^hfgh • • - 

Proud-swelling domes,/vlb6ae'dAE2liiig rcN4s<cwnbii^'d 

Radiance and gracetraipksBnig^ 1dbJobgkt« M^bgse Tied 

(Tho* changeful admisatipii i&eddA compwe) 

With unpro&ned temples, .norid flabbine ' 

By boundless pow*r, of. purdst dboysoUte 

Transparent chief, .wheikiMiiisaod sapphii^s. blaat'd « 

With azure light, and mlides^ uocainginty'd. 

Mingled their shine wMi /purple ametibyst. 

Sardine, or opal^ixitt-hndb,: .! 

Or soothing gk^WiitajUi^^bre > 

Calmly descending, wh^idie paobted dises 
In clouds array 'dlitf^mfRKif. <pivpl^ aad^gold' 

Vol, I. K k 
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Glitter a&r, and o*er the landscape shed Book 

A Tynan light, soften'd by falling dews. VI. 

Within th' apartments of these splendid frames v. s^s^wr. 

Stately pilasters of empyreal gold 

Rose^ while the pomp of precious woods around 

Commingling lavish ornament, with scent 

Of odorous cedar, myrtle groves, or palm. 

Supported cielings of unrivaird view : 

Sculptured with emblems and devices rare. 

Where richest metals ductile took all shapes^ 

Or heav'nly pencils, dipp'd in hues divine, 

Displayed all fancy's favored lineamen£s. 

In prodigality of art. Here oft 

Angelic orders underneath the shade 

Of trophied banners hierarchal met, 

Gorgeous-array'd, their starry-glittering wings* 

Emergent from beneath purpurea! robea 

Or vests of purest white, distinguished all 

By diadems and eiowns, and in theai hands > 

Illustrious sceptres home with modest grace.. 

Innumerable met ; in numbers more. 

In splendor richer, than the rays of monr 

Shot o'er the world by Phoebtts, when he leaves 

The ocean-chambers, and ascendii)^ fires ' ; 

With undiminished pow'r the earth and skies^. * 

And decks each green sea-wave in golden l^ht. 

Thro' lofty porches and vast-ardiing halls 

Moves thus the bright assemblage, passihg bow'rs 

Of silvery texture, workmaoahip divine. 

Where art-rais'd fountains spouting liquid gold 
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Played various, till their solemn steps arrive Book 

Re^lgent altars on the brilliant floor, Vl. 



Mosaio-wrought, beset, with blossoms pure v. ass-an- 

And spotless lilies hung, on whose chaste top 

Frankincense fum'd, and heav'nly odours breath'd 

Inefiable delight. Awhile they send 

Their fragrant offerings, graceful here disposed : 

Then for sublimer festival prepare ; 

And high-ascending steps of amber clear 

Or pure jacynct, with regal air they mount 

Thrones of inestimably glorious state, 

Emblazoned o'er with sumptuous turrets, raised 

'Mid sight^istracting splendor. 

Seated so(»L 
Accordant all their solemn harmony 
Triumphantly begin, and joyful raise 
Unisonant their choral extacies, 
lnnumerous-voic*d, to thousand dulcet rtrings 
Responsive sweet, with living melody 
Awake, and tun'd to tendier^breathing flutes^ 
Or deep sonorous air of or^an-tubes. 
Loud halleluias and hosfuuiai; rose 
Resounding thro* midvh,^y*lu lui^hile.they extol 
In swelling strains re-it^ora^the piaiae 
Of their Almighty Makbs^ and advance 
His goodness, pow'r, ms wisdoin infinite ; 
His glory, truli, j^^ majesty, supreme : 
Immortal essence, universal King, 
He sole dominion {Hf^xistent h^d ; / 
Before aU worlds; HE aU created ti^iV^ 

Kk2 
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Mad6 for his pleasure : difo" Vernal time Book 

He reigns omnipotent^ dispensiDg joy VL 

And peace^ and bliss^ boundless^ and without emL vTsi^^. 

Thus sang th' angelic choin, whose dwellmgs pass'd, 
Th' archangel chief his following train conducts 
Tow'rd his own honoured empire, soon perceiy'd ; 
Known by innumerable blazing spires. 
Signal of wealth and pomp inimitable. 
'Mid which arriv'd thro' lofty portals wide 
Flaming of burnish'd agate, th^ behead 
Splendor ineffable and matchless grace. 
Whose soul-entrancing vision in amaze 
Usurps th' unsettled eye. ' Saperbest fanes 
Of hyacinthine beam, aloft adom'd • 
\Vith tow'red pinnacles, and mighty, domes 
Of lustrous gold, inlaid with starry gems^ 
AUur'd on ev'ry hand the ravi^^d gaze. ' / - 
While vast pavilions, the eoDsign'd abodes 
Of radiant demigods, magnific reai^d 
Their deathless glories. Not Penq)oli^ 
Queen of the richest "East, renown'^ c^ <M, 
Shone so illustriottt in her height df fiow'r. 
When, the vast Babylonian <»n]f>iif« Won; - '' '"'■'■' 
Media and Persia their dominkMis j<^'d, -'■■ 
And mightiest Potentates adoring broBglit ^' ! * 
Their costly gifts, and swslVd her royal btsrfie. ^^ • ' - ^ ' ' ' - * 

Now issuing from their lofly seats, appeio'd"'^ ' ' 
Innumerable hosts of gliMncfOs sjMT'ts/ 



2S9 

Int^iit with reverence due in bright ftmiy JB^k . 

To laeet their Soy'reigo. known retom'd : bri^.daidl ! VI. . ^ 

OHiijf imperial realms illustrious stat»B» :' I: .^^^3? 

And potent hierarchsy than eastern Ki^gs 

Richer-adom'd, when on some solemn day 

Or of inauguration, orwontrit^ r .. • •' 

Of Gods, in costliest pearls adom'd and; @c>ld 

Turban, and flowing silk, liiey pass superb 

Thro' their metropolis, while nobles crowd j ,:. . - 

The vast procession to res|^lendenfc mosqujBis i ' r ' ' 

And high pagodas, whose proud minaretft 

And glist'ring domes the sun at beamy noon 

Scarce emulates, but gilds with. Ung'rin^ r^y. 
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These deck'd in golden zones and in th^rhtand? 
Palms eyer-flx>rent» while unfading youth 
Various in glory m^rk'd their spotless mien * 
With acclamation loud receive th* apptoatih 
Of their high Monarch, and desirous all 
To hear his purposed pleasure, lead direct 
Tow'rd his own great pavilion, their glad steps 
Responsive felling to the rapt'rous sound j'f 

Of thousand lyres, clari^MU^ and vocal flutes 
Which wide the tide of music rolVd o'er heav'h. 
Tull soon the joyou» multitude arrive 
The structured .palace, where eflRdgenee blas'd 
Incomparable, and exallsed spoke 
Monarchal sovereignty, and mightiest pow'r. 
Arranged in gorgeous majesty* it stood 
Towering of brilliant jasper, w of bright 
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Marble, excelling all of Paphian frame 
Or &m'd Palmyifa*s boasted monuments. 
Less, haughty that Ephesian temple shone 
Rsds'd to Diana, whose magnific pomp 
Kings joy'd to rear, while in the splendid work 
All Asia toird for ages, proud to found 
The beaming glory of th* astonished world. 

Nor the vast palace of the Median King, 

Great Cyrus, equall'd this, tho' all its frame 

On ev*ry side with living lustre glowed. 

And prodigal art throughout the pillared mass 

Cemented richest gems with fluid gold. 

Now the supreme procession in array 

Of thronged extent within its ample domes 

And vast-o'erdiadowing halls their powers dispose. 

While their great £mperor with his countless^ train 

Leads solemn thro* the midst his opened way ; 

Nor stays, ere he with kingly step ascends 

His throne of blazing porphyry, afar 

Flaming with light too radiant to behold. 

Might seem that here Pactolus had efius'd 

The total treasures of his native gold ; 

Or all Grolconda's gems, and miny stores 

Of rich Potosi, in this spot were met : ^ 

So glorious shone that wond'rous frame beyond 

The stretch of mortal thought. For not to sight 

Irradiate thus, the Indian boiga spreads 

Under the palm or cedar's wavy shade 

His many-colour*d scales, - while as he moves 

Dances a dazzling chain of emeralds, knit ' 
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With rubies, sapphires, and the gold^ blaze Book: 

Of topaz, emulous of evening's beams, VI. 

Each ever-varying to the rsvish'd eye,. v.^-^ 

m • 

Around its royal wealth dq[>eiided low 
Falling in graceful folds, a tissue fair 
Wrought by angelic hands in social hours 
Of happy ease : and from the dome^weird roof 
A wide, transparent, circling interval 
Threw on the beatific scene a flood 
Of heav'nly rays. Amid this matchless pomp 
Rose Michael, sovereign hierarch, whose throne 
Subjects so many and so glorious held^ 
Dignity in his port, and on his brows 
Sat puissance and imperial state, yet Uent 
With mildest look, where universal love 
Shone, and benevolence. His bright aspect 
Might seem the morning sun, when seated high 
Amid his saffron chariot he prepares 
To cross the blue-arch'd sky, with floods of light 
To cheer and renovate th' expecting world. 
Soon his magnific sceptre high-upheld. 
The godlike pow'r his mighty purpose spoke. 

** Empyreal glories, essences divine. 
Seraphs, and cherubim^ all orders bright^ 
Listen our meditations, and our will. 
Needs must we more admire, the more we know, 
God's everlasting goochiess, and extol 
His wond'rous attributes^ wl^ thron'd m bliss 



Still in creation joysp and fnum himBelC Book 

Nature's prime fount and cause, tinoe^inng fpann . ^ : VI. 

Thro' various worlds of vast iiifiimti|r v^^^^ 

Life unconfin'd and boundless happiness. 

He, from eternity all-perfect» pure, 

By the sole word of his omnipotence 

Spontaneous made what of created being 

We e'er behold or know : and sure int^ids. . 

All things in chain of endless union 

Shall sometime blend, and all their powers enlarged,' 

Gradual, shall know each other, and perceive 

Him above all Supreme, till lost in hirat 

The good shall here enjoy unfading bliss. 

And with more worthy praise thro* eudlew time 

Know and adore him. Parent of all good« 

Sure not for us alone (that we of all 

God's favor'd creatures thus should sole enjoy . ! ' . 

Bliss super-eminent) ^we deem aU these 

Vernal delights and whatsoe'er can charm 

The. ravish'd sense with lavish dignity , 

Created sole ; sure not Ibr us entire, . 

Tho' angels, and in presence of beav'n's King ' ' i - ' 

Exalted to bright thrones, but ^xkhcr Ihcmts 

Of creatures now inferior shall be rais'd 

These glories to participate, become 

Ev'n as ourselves, our eqpials cmd oompeersy 

If worthy found by virtue .and de^ie 

To know and ^ecute their Maker's will, 

'Mong others, an innumerenis race of men 

Creatures of heav'n high-i&vor^d, en their eartb - 
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First formed, when all the universal world* Book 

Echoed with songs and shout, that it had pleas'd VI. 

Omnipotence with feir creations new v. 463-492. 

The rebel angels* havoc to repair. 

Shall hither after death, (doom of their kind. 

Forfeit of disobedience) if they live 

Virtuous on their short theatre of life. 

Ascend, and share with us heav*n*s endless joys. 

An we perceive around, or e*er may know. 

In fttU fruition. Them th' All-good Supreme 
Created happy, in their fleshly mould 
Breath'd a divinity, a living soul. 
Immortal, of his own bright image part. 
That man, created thus, to angels seem'd 
Little inferior, and with Deity 
Held free and fiiU communion : but th' All-wise 
One sole condition to their bliss annexed. 
The pledge of their obedience, that this soul 
Should its own dignity and nature high 
Cautious maintain, nor fell, debas'd, to serve 
The fleshly appetite, as sordid brutes. 
Irrational. Yet man, alas! seduc'd 
By Satan^s tempting guile, forgets his state. 
Falls, and incurs the penalty foredoomed. 
Death, and his Maker^s alienated ire. 
Deity can no iQore with sinful man 
Degraded, h31% his once angelic soul 
To flesh subservient now, hold as before 
Blissful communion, free : but must receive 
Atonement of ofiending flesh, and death. 
Vol. I. L 1 
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The threatened penalty. The justice else Boot 

And truth of God wete forfeit^ which to hope VI. 

Ev*n sin would own impossible. Yet now vf^SS 

Mysterious love divine, from Qod himself 

Pure-emanating, offers to assume 

A fleshly substance, and to undergo 

£v*n ignominious death to save a race 

Of late so favor'd and so blest, from death 

And final ruin, as not iklling dole 

From their own j^oper impulee, but seduc'd 

By God's fell foe, on ev'l and death intent 

Eternal justice, still rememb'ring mercy, 

Accepts the ransom, which at destined time. 

Predicted, cloth'd in fleshly shape> etppea» 

Benignant, humble, on man's earth : s^d here 

Reveals to men tidings of heav'&> till then 

Unknown or disbeliev'4 cind tells where lie 

The realms of true» un^tding happiness. 

Not found on earth, tho' studious reason seek 

Her there so ofl: in vain : sole to be won 

'Mid these glad regions near the fount of blisB 

In fiiture li^, immortal, after death 

(On each man still imposed) by habits firm 

Of goodness in his transient^ earthly life, 

The second pledge of his obediefkce made 

To his appeased Creator's will. Which Jull . 

To qualify each humblest meaner ma¥i • ^i 

To know and strict observe, that gracious Friend, 

Come from the fount of truth, deignis to difluse 

Plain, simple rules, with easy force ap{died 
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To each man's heart, whose fond dbservance wotks Book 

Ev'n upon earth, peace, joy and calm content, YL 

Earnest of future bliss ; ibr these endear v. 5a3-^5«. 

Virtue for its own sake, and with mild sway 

Adapt mankind to know and cherish good; 

Whence we may hail them for ourselves and heav'n. 

Fit nor unworthy P^ers, thro' endless time. 

This Satan knows, and therefore labours rtiU 

Doctrines and hopes so powerful to o'erwhelm. 

Hence his mad rage, where'er these hea^'nly truths 

Disseminate o'er earth tibeir cheering light. 

Bums unrelenting-fell, to hide and check 

Their growing progress, and retain mankind 

In the dread paths of evil, wars, and deal^; 

That hence he may secure their hapless race 

His subjects, to possess his own dark world. 

Now o'er one favor'd kingdom of the earth. 

The Queen of Eucope's isleci, this sacred &ith 

DiiSusive spreads, vd^se high example soon 

To distant regions of the terrene globe 

Shall waft these joyful hopes, and m one chi^n 

Social connect tiie aons of other dimes : 

While its great Monarch, whoae capacious mind 

Heav'n has iUiim'd widi science pnre, and rays 

Diversified of wisest, fairest troth. 

Labours unceasing o'^r his realm to found 

Peace, arts, religion, commerce, orderly laws. 

But to oppose these good and high designs 

The fiercest pow'r of hell'B proud King is brought 

And ftiU-exerted, A terrific race 

Ll 2 
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Of savage, superstitious. Pagan foes. Book 

Lawless invaders, breathing endless wars, VL 

Are by th' infernal arts of Demon-pow'rs ^1^^ 

Inspired to dreadfltl deeds, hideous to name. 

And, not with common subtlety content, 

Which late we foil'd, the gloomy King of death 

Burning with fell revenge, has newly caird 

From the grim climes of darkness numerous hosts 

Of unensampled guile and blackest soul. 

Whose most mysterious wiles incite these foes 

To trust implicit in feigned, warlike Gods 

And em'lous rage ungovem*d to obtain 

Their favor, and heav'n's joys^ thro' blood and death ; 

That such infatuate thirst for ceaseless war 

May sure o^erpow'r the Christian host, and whelm 

England in final ruin, if our aid 

Prevent not. Nor will slender pow'r suffice. 

Opposed against so numerous, subtle strength. 

The bands angelic, late to earth dispatched. 

Unequal prove, to wage perpetual war 

And meet at ev'ry point such restless foes. 

Wherefore to heav'n you find me now returned 

With these accompanying Peers, to tell our state 

And bring from these blest climes new-chosen aids. 

Of you a brave and noble band select 

Shall with our powers return to earth, and join 

Our glorious labours in the cause of heav*n 

And injur'd man against God's envious foe. 

But first occasion needs that we demand 

i^ermission from the High Supreme to add 



Your numbers to our present pow'rs, aad ask Book 

Humbly his fav'ring blessing on pur toils ; . VI. 

So^shairour task with surer hopesuece^d* vT^Skl 

Therefore prepare we now with meekest act 
Of solemn adoratidn to eppvoach 
The radiant skirts of his et^rgal throne 
Where dwells enshrin'd the present Deity :— 
Andithere with decent aw0 preft^r our jSfay'rB." 

The mighty Hierarch ended, and his voice 
HaiPd with their gratulation all the host 
Of radiant spirits that around his throne 
Triumphant throng'd. . LQud fpll'd their glad aj^lause 
As on some happy festival of joy 
Music's full-swelling tide, concordant wak*d 
From all sweet instruments with voices join'd. 
Harmonious fills the sounding dome of heav'n« 

Nor stay'd th* august assemblage, but full soon 
Array'd in glorious order they advance 
Tow'rd the refulgent region, where aloft 
Exalted in mid heav'n supreme resides 
All-perfect Deity, and calm approach 
In solemn silence the rei^lendent sea 
Of radiant chrystal or of jasper pure 
Glowing as fire, whose blazing splendor gift 
Th' throne eternal of Omnipotence; 
Raised inaccessible, fit>m face of which 
All heav'n retires and earth, and whatsoe'er ,, 

Created being dwells thro' boundless space. 



ArriVd the confines <^('^* antippipii'ijl^ai^'i'- ■ - Book 

Rapt 'in extatic bliss, saiir«hd«r'4 ' 9& /. - < VI. 

JtoeTihe foil presence of D*tim<y/i ' : ; . - ^ vflSs? 

Andmeekly fell, adding. •P6*-ti)gJM» { '^ 

Upward presumed not the most gtoirious 9pmt^ 

But all before their glitt6¥ing c^uafliaiki^ ^ > 

Alike extended their inltiiac^lifte tiings, - 

And in sublimest tml)Sp(oit Id^y^^i^il^eiy^ 

The blissful effluence of God's sovereign throne. — 

• ' f t r . 1 - 

But how that alUraHSC!^den^(htxM!l^^ "^ irhich 

Archangels cannot look, '<i«ffi' Riftn 'des<ii4bie>: ' ' 
Or huinaft i(*xnids:p)»ttrtt^y «e biltakii 4}ought? 

God's presence, pure, eternal," ^cwate 

Essential light, before whe^ 'rftdiaitit hkne 

The sun is darknclbs^^ iWher« ili ttiajiesty 

Incomprehensible'he 4iv€9 eti*titttfd ^ •- 

And fills with glories on bright glories rais'd 

In still increaaii!g' bites, Another bear^n ^ - 

High 'hove all height, of space intenAiwoCble 

And save of him unkncnm ^^b utfpowess'd : ^ 

Whence at one glance his^ sole OiDfiiMeilKTe seek 

' The boundless range of rastinfiiiityv 
Creation's round immense wiik ^l her woriidls * 
Innumerous intervolving, »id; bejroiid 
Chaos, and in her d^ths hSA*^ idbsHM) dimes. 
And beyond these infinitude^ tspfiois 
Unoccupied and void, where J'ttncy's ^9€$fi 
If she presume to foilow> sittkg absuvVd. 
Yet HE thro' space whkh no circumfepence owns 
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Alond surveys, fills, gukks, 8lp]^rta» all wotld&i : ; Bof>£ 
And thro* each orb, thro* uoAQnceiv^d e^ttnl; . . YL: 

AH-present, sheds benignest iiifluence,; . : . ; : ^ v. 64oi^'(!! 

Perpetual fount of life, and light, and bHs».. ; I 

How low, how mesCD seem'd liowv iwith thfcse cmA^VAi 
All other glories of celestial. throi»w i/, 
Or arch-angelic splendors : h&w cMifili'4 . : 
Their loftiest states : how wealc,, their migbtiest pdw'ie; ' \ 
To veil th' insufferable biAglhtneas^ rbll'd 
In beamy floods from the etmial thraae^ '^ 
Rose o'er its outer verge' acxotighly ^ichji 
High as the bow that paints the show'ry h^aVd, 
Whose sight-refreshing ^reoiL on: ey^. oi'erpoflfier'd 
Shone as an emerald. In wibliiiie airmy.; ^ 
Nearer the seat supreme, niagtiific stood 
Innumerable thrones, whereon appeared 

Highest archangels^ their divinejr brows 
Girt with resplendent crt>wns oi purest gbld^ . 
Enjoying bliss ineffable, who <^ 
Propitious rear with sceptwd hmd siiblisne 
Refulgent censers, breathing: odofm^ ftai^bt. 
With incense wafled from' the gratefiil ^poraise 
And pray'rs of all God^s cpcatn i te s iniBite, . 
Dispersed throughout his boundless universe* 
Oft they themselves, their kingly sway resign'd^ 
Bending o'er beryll harps, from golden stringg 
And dulcet instromenfts of heav'nly frame 
Elicit tones so sofl, such thriUing sounds 
To sweetest voices answering svmet, instrains 
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Grateiiil to God the Author of their bliss Book 

That by the flowing harmony entranced VI. 

The choral spirits, in extatic pause, ^6^9?! 

Dissolve in holiest rapture. 

Nor alone 
From God's eternal presence these enjoy'd 
Beatitude yet unconceiv'd and paid 
Him eager adoration, but convened . 
Ever before the happy-beaming, throne 
Thousands of thousands of angelic hosts. 
Innumerable stand, celestial spirits. 
Seraphic kingdoms, and emp3rreal pow'rs 
Nobler, elect intelligences, rang'd 

In gloribus companies, each sharing joys : . . 

Purer as nearer each permitted draw 
Toward unrestricted Deity, and know 
More perfect, nature's uhiverrai cause. 
Innumerous more their shining ranks extend 
Than all the nations of the terrene globe 
Commingled, when the earth at general doom 
Shall yield up all her pristine habitants 
Restored to second life, in &ce of hea^n 
To meet in fiiW assembly, and attend ^ 
Their final fate from this bright throne proclaimed. 
These ever-living states in union vast 
Before th* All-sov*reign throne delighted yield 
Meet homage, and in boundless concert praise : 

Th* All-perfect source of good, and sole to 
Ascribe all pow'r, all riches, wisdrai, bliss 
Glory and honour. 'Mid their radiate steps 



265 

Thus they in universal joys absorbed, Boox 

Link'd in one wondrous chain of social love VI; 

Enjoy unbounded union, and delights v. 69b— 726^ 

In varied hamiony, while o'er them Peace, 

Dove-like, still waves her soft, and silvery wings 

Whispering of endless happiness. Surveyed 

Awhile these heav'nly glories, where they stood 

Haird by unnumbered peers, doT immortal host 

Arrived from earth's dhn confines, now approach 

The sacred steps that tow? rd the living throne 

Lead up direct < When thro' disparted way 

Seven high archangeb, their empyreal shapes 

Veil'd with their fulgent wings in meekest aw^ 

Like glittering rainbows bent, softer /in- hues. 

Ascend the hill of eyeir^during gold; / 

Or flaming diamond, which transcendent rose , 

The chosen altar of Omnipotence. m - 

Prostrate, in bliss unutterable lest, 

Th' immortal embasspf « aioring^ bend : 

And down before th!. Alanghty King of King^ 

Cast their illustrious cro^i^m^. idist^iming pow^r ': 

Nor broke expressin^e sil^ce;, tSi submisB , . . 

Th* imperial Michael thw the^ iwiU r€V«al'd^ ,; 

" All-holy, pure, incomprehensible, • • 
Etemal King, thou, whose. Omiiipotence 
Surpasseth not thy goodness infinite, ' 
Cause universal, wbose Ommsd^it Spirit . 
Created, still penffiides^ bnstains all woiids^ 
Thou see*st on earth, («f thy crantiaiif fiiir 

Vol. 1. Mm 
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Lov'd part) thy favor'd creature, Man, assail'd Book 

By Satan's deadly wiles, who labours istill VI. 

T' extirpate from the late enlightened globe vfw3^. 

Knowledge of thee, now spreading thro' her cltmea 

Inducing peace and happiness. He still 

Burns to restore dark ignorance, and faith 

In idols who delight in war and blood. 

Late hath he pass'd to earth, a iMst immeinse w *; ' . . 

Conducting from his own tremendbus worlds ' ' . 

All madly bent in ruin more profound 

To whelm man's race. Thou know'st, yet all his axis . . 

Seeing, permittest; for thy wondrous ways ' ; ; . • . 

Excel conception ofaJl bounded mindfi. ; :■ j r 

Else sure that pow'r, which iirtobeixigcall'd..!. . ; ^ I- 

Yon universe with all her cpolntlQ^s woirlik, . . 

Ev'n heav'n, and jus thy sons ; ciealed'e?^'ri l') ':.(■' ..rM 

Satan himself, with all his rebel host, " ,i. Jl;; i\ - i > : i . 

Whose horrid glory now is to insult ' \' . : 

Thee, perfect good : that Pow'r OmmpoteBt ; ; 

Which being gav^ :if«o thy Will apptov'd. 

As instant could ^nnijbilate':^ yet "thou, 

Unmov'd, foreseeing, tolow^st the trtatost end « 

Of his perverted malice, aiid d6liglA'« " ^ ^ »• 

£ver by providential, silent means 

To make that malice still jeliiat\gi9Q4^'>)>>^' <'''^f^'i r. •: 
We cannot mark so far^ innr wil^Dfloiut^iBiir; junll / i! < !: 

Our feebler understanding aoay Isurrayif^c)'^.^ vi'i itxi j'l' 

His desp'rate, subtlest, labottn to o'er^^heloDl . 

Still weaker man. Whence ftocy and olaiavi ; . 

Persuade us, our owaicffwtBinightBvca)^ .\- n ) 
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Not void of use, t' opfx>se his deadly arts, Booit 

And aid mankind against tiieir juthless foe. VL 

Suffer us then with those whimi like desire vtW^S. 

Impels to tempt th' adrentarous emprise^ 

To earth descending, by our present aid 

Satan's dark machinataoos to oppose. 

Shielding mankind, as best our skill may deem/* 

He ceased : and suddenly the throne of God 
Darkness overspread. lightmngs and sounds unknown 
Of voices issuing roU'd around. Heav'n felt 
The sign, and trembled thro' her boundless realms. 
Down 'mid created space innumerons worlds 
Rolling commingled in their beamy qf^eres 
Shook on their stead&st axles. Earth herself. 
Suspended vast with all her oceans, shook. 
Acknowledging her IMUcer, uttering sounds 
Heard not so high, save by the conscious ear 
Of God alone. Hell, hid in diaos, knew 
The signal, shuddering ^t(f her -dread abodes. 
Millions of angels instantaneous kll 
Prostrate o'er heav'n. AwlUtest Silence reigns. 
Till from the viewless dark God spake these words. 

" Can creature understand the ways of God ?— 
But if ye so desire and dare th' attempt. 
Go, fearless. Aid nttoikkid, as best ye deem. 
Yet patiently endure wfeate'er of wrong • 
Or insult personal ye tnay receive 
From heirs bad spirits, nor yourselves pollute 

"M m 2 ' 
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With them in fight conflicting. Not to you Book 

1 tell my secret counsels, which o*er rule VI. 

The works of yonder universe. Still ye , v. 7i5-8i». 

Trust to my constant Providence, which all 
Sees and permits, and by calm, silent means 
Unsearchable, makes all conduce for good." 

• 

Th^ Almighty ceas'd. Her universal reign 
Silence resumes. Now from th* Eternal Throne 
Roird the dividing dark, and left unveil'd 
Brightness, which no created being endures. 
Th* empyreal Spirits fi^om their sacred trance 
Uprise by myriads. Then attuning all 
Their soul-enlivening instruments, begin 
A solemn chorus of extatic sounds. 
Drawn from celestial harps, whose golden strings 
Touch'd by angelic fingers drop perfiime. 
Or golden reeds of dulcet stop, combined 
In grateful harmony with swelling tones 
Blown from deep trumpets or loud organs' breath : 
That heav'n and all her glitt'ring confines rang 
Resounding with seraphic hymns, which far 
On wings of music roll'd their raptured praise. 

'' Great are thy wond*rous works, all-perfect good» 
Omnipotent : creation's King Supreme f 
Thou all this heav'n, and yon innum'rous orbs 
Which roll in various spheres thro' boundless space 
Mad'st of thy lib'ral goodness : of their ends 
And uses, watchful, as omniscient 
Yet not for everlasting these endure, 
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But at their destined periods pass away Book 

Successive^ till their countless habitants VI. 

Meet before thee, their Maker, Father, King, v. sis^sW. 

Adoring, in their fit degrees of bliss; 

While ever better, brighter worlds, to heav'n 

Annexed, assimilate in endless range, 

Thy love will frame anew. When like ourselves. 

Translated beings, spirits of the good 

Elect of thee, shall disembodied pierce 

Thy universal works magnificent. 

Shall gradual know thyself, fountain of bliss. 

Approaching ever thro' eternal time. 

Till all the kingdoms of thy universe 

Circle thy throne in one connected chain 

Of peace, and love, and perfect happiness.'' 

The sacred chorus tremblingly repos'd. 
And now were heard alone the sofier strains. 
Still wont in heav'n. Strait the commisaion'd band. 
Heralds and leaders of the new emprize. 
Joyful to hear their anxious suit obtain'd^ 
Turn from th' empyreal blaze, and in array 
Move on abreast betieath their shadowy wings. 
While as they glide along the brilliant floor, 
Enamour'd zephyrs, breathing odours, fraught 
With cadence of celestial harmony. 
Making more sweet the balmy ^ of heav'n. 
Flutter with gentle play the varied (Jumes 
Of their wide-arching pinions, which commov'd 
Then sparkling wave, like agitata gems 
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Or beaten gold. Beneath tbeir ciroliilg crowfia 

Their orient locks in streaming: ringlets play'd 

O'er their irradiate shapes. . v. m^i7o. 

So on tfaey patt'di 
Not unadmir'd by many d setaph*<!hok 
Circling on either hand : till now they reach. 
Descending those rich steps which to tisethiooe 
Upled^ th' associates of their Aiighty reiedm. 
From whom selected soon; a glorious band 
Of zealous spirits in compact array 
Wait the high conduct of the sovereign chief 
On their new enterprize. Nor long delayed 
Michael, their kingly hieraf^^ to a60uia« 
Desired station at their, bead. And now> i • 
Stretching their gold^aorigbt vkHs, thro^ midst of faeav'D 
They steer their joyous course, a splendid train. 
Far-flying to the plac0 Where ready ! stood • 

Numberless lofty chanOts, fi^m^dforuse 

Of ev'ry arlgd^ #h0 ieoooBissiQiiM way .1. 
Might oft times hold amid creation's ^HEtJtMs^ \ 
On heav'nly-destin'd jtiunteyi JMow the h^ 
Prepare their gorgeous car^ capaa6a£^ VBtk, . 
Around whose tpted frame ccniimingling .blnc!d , : . . . . 
Topaz, and pearly mtd gold^ SocAi all ascend^ 
And seated high ^ if on coUntlesB thrones; 
In deep procession o'f immeasur'd bifeadth . • . 
Superb, august, that eyd tnigla^ Boaro^ contain 
Th' immense display^ . ee)l[^nloy ing, all advaaOe 
In slow, magmiijc^state 9'Qr beay'p's xide re^lui^, • 
Attended by unnumbered rlidiaBtt bogts; 
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Eag«r to view the glorious throng depart. Book 

Till now their ranks attain the fartiiest boQods VL 

Of heaY*h. In proapect here before them lies vTSti^^ 

The universe of nature, infinite. 

Now stop the chariots. Soon the total mass^ 

Its quadrate dense disparting, gradual form 

Abreast one long, iduneasufuble line 

Extending o'er hea^ip^^sixink. 

:/vv Thejr wait conkmami 

The thronged attendant powers with voioe confus'd . 
Betide them prosperous speed and safe cetura, . 
And now upsend a&r it 4eaPni|ig shout 
That checked awhile tti'i Iramumiausifioundii «f iM&v'Ht 
For sudden lo I the whole ieoeteaded lidst 
Launch instantaneous '£rom keay^n^8.eitreine'Tei!ge .. • 
Down amid fSMioiiiiBiipae^ and guide direct, . 
Buoyant, serene, their gentle«k>p]ng wmy - > • ^ . ^ 

Toward creation's worldSif whiife borne Bki^ /« •/!- / i > > * 
Rapid, soon distaairiseenj ithe^g^oiibtis range 
More splendid moves, Ihah ifaithcMisahd mos / i 

Should sail togel4^fCiPt}i|pf liie, vaulted ikyv* '^^ 
The thronging ai^b>on ^Mav'Q'i ebiysUft b^ i .r 

Admiring gaze,' mAimiivM't^ Riding* ^afe : i. ^ i v m ) i • : i 
Approaching tow'rd creatipn's unifj^M^. 
Yet might not eager admiration Jo^ 
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Seeking the distant eiiitbl, they waXM^r^kMC; '•>: ^ -'^ "^ :jnf. ir- 'i 
Till entered now amid 4be idling «|A», * ^ . . ' 

Soon from the straining ken the glimmering ears - 
Fade, gradual-lessesSng', ^ben irom^sigiit eoneeaM^- 



270 

Or beaten gold. Beneath tb ^^ 

Their orient locks in streo ; fT ^^ 

O'er their irradiate sha'^ f^* ^u - 

..; \rhile as these v. liiL-iao. 

Not unadmir-d 1- V.nlarge to si«. 

^. ,. .., lines now to Sight are lost 

Circling on o' ^ . . ^ 

Descendip ' '^'^''^ '""^ 'P^^' 

jy , , ,.^ uith slackened speed, they all • 

^^ ,; u immense, which overhead . 

.\\ MiiT hang and seem vast moving plains,, 
^\ .^a upon nothing. Up they gaze; *.; : 
? . \-\l vet void of fear. Oft dtep beloWf 
Viivl bu* an>und they turn their piercing ken,. » : 

VikI s<h> uniwmber'd' worlds of varionshdlk:; ; «:'. , > 
Moving thro* many a sphere diveiTsified ; i-/ ! . ! ; )>.!»: - i 
la choral harmony, vHitee shapes* diverse; u: 
Sl)ow*d mountains/ vales, or '^h^owjjHnrcli^ . ,*.! 

Adapted to their diff'riiig habitddteLjii^ ^ if '^ ,m; \ . m 

Here ever various Suns efiusrf tlteir^force^i /. aiK ; : ; .) : 
Whose flamy rays hurt not th* eethefi^ilbcnlftij ir. '.'> ir » ^ ' ' > 
Of heavenly spirits, . but in brighter shine ,<)f(;..i .; ...» 
Of lustrous splendor deck'd ih^a ^pat»iugt j^om^, . ^ n' ; . ! -^ 
While as they mark the ttstasientorb^ rreccid^^ ^^ 
Still they behold thro' sphere ^js(^coetedliig sphwe ... 
Innumerous masses, sweUii^f i^V o^ake,^ . 
That to the moving host cdoliiwial she:^./ . . 
Varying eclipses,, till;at.titnesrsti2iv'id: . > i : 

Fronting some intecKeliin^iWiorld, its bulk ? .:.^ ; . 
Hides total its fix'd Sun, and cast^.aloAg: 
A shadow, braad^ enormouis, over^fdt 
The vast imm^a^ur'd Tw$»iQi: gliding qaw. . • ...,1,- 
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Yet not to darkness then consigned, for now Book 

The native splendor of their beamy forms VL 

Securely guides them thro' the dubious dusk : v^f^^. 

Till from behind a reappearing Sun 

Obliquely shoots again his gradual rays. 

Between these spheres oft sudden from below 

With loud-astounding noise ascend immense 

Comets impetuous, which sublime display 

Broad-circling overhead one vast, bright blaze 

Of spreading fire. Startled, yet soon composed. 

The angels view their long elliptic flight. 

As darting between worlds thro' space untried 

These urge dieir way, taught by the pointing hand 

Of God, his messengers for wisest ends. 

Long thus the car-borae angels journey on. 

Till passing now amid th' external bounds 

(Known by a darker gleam of distant light) 

Of a vast circling, yet dividual, sphere. 

Nearest their eager view they glad behold 

A semicircle huge of hazy light, 

As if some rainbow of that duskier space 

Had falPn, and on mid air incumbent lay : 

With brightening swell protrusive, stretching broad 

From pole to pole across a world immense. 

Dim-seen, opake. Jojrfril they hail the sign. 

For now they know their rapid course has gain'd 

Th' exterior limits of that spacious sphere. 

Whose mighty concave holds man*s earthly globe. 

Enlarging still in bulk, now plaia they know 

Th' unwieldy planet whose far-distant orb 

Vol. I Nn 
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Urging along its slow, saturnine course Book 

Men after Saturn name. And now they nniark VI. 

Around ascending with unequal course v. «6i-89o. 

Various lesser globes, which each dispense 

A wan, cold light upon that cheerless world. 

Now as th' advancing legion gradual sails, 

Wond'ring they view the broadened arch of light 

Far-stretching horizontal, round the midst 

Of Saturn*s orb, at equal distance thrown, 

A circle, radiant, grand, immeasurable. 

Shedding propitious a reflected day 

O'er the mid regions of the gloomy frame. 

On its huge axis slowly-turn'd it roU'd 

In awfiil state progressive thro' the void 

Of the dim, twilight air. Whose regions pass'd. 

Forward the angel-host direct their view 

With piercing ken, in purpose bent to find 

The distant sun of this capacious spheYe, 

Nor long in vain their keen-enquiring gaze 

Explpr'd its object, which at length appeared 

To their discerning view, at first a star 

Of larger, glorious fitune, and soon increased 

Gradual, a ball of dull, and ruddy fire, 

As when from some high hill the Traveler views 

The fiiU moon rising, with discoloured orb 

Far in the hazy east. With quicken'd zeal 

Down thitherward they bend their yielding cars. 

Scattering soft light amid the sullen air 

Impetuous pierc'd. When lo ! next strikes their view 

Seen on one hand, nor seeming far-remov'd. 
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•A world ev*n more gigantic than the globe Book 

So lately pass'd. Awhile they gaze its fonn VI. 

Stupendous^ whose vast surface lighter shone v. 89i— 9?o. 

Than that last worlds but dusky-faint and sad : 
And know th' enormous frame, to whose vast pomp,. 
' Kingly-discern'd, Men add the name of Jove. 
Themselves admire how such a wond'rous shape 
Perpetual heaves his air-incumbent weight 
Still faithful thro' his own wide-ambient course 
Around the distant' sun, which thence appears 
In shape inferior to the lucent orbs 
That round his own huge mass continual move. 
Ascending and descending with just course. 
Various, alternate, each eclipsing each. 
And to his own imperial state dispense 
Their ceaseless floods of tributary beams. — 
Th' angelic legion on these realms t'alight 
Attempt not : tho' desirous then to learn 
What habitants and occupations strange 
Befit this world prodigious. Anxious more 
Were all to reach ixmn's earth, the destined end 
Of their long voyage. Cautious so they sail, 
Lest that wide-moving pomp overwhelm their train. 
In contact met : and underneath those orbs 
Rapid descend, which overhead ere long 
Sublime-o'ershadowing on their glorious road 
Passing appear, commov^d. The host advance 
Towr*d the magnific, still^enlarging sun, 
Wond'rous appearing thro' that i^pace hnmense 
A vast immeasurable sea of lights 

Nn 2 
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Brighter than glowing fire, or molten gold. Book 

Soon they behold, wheeling its sullen round VI. 

Gloomy and sad, another mighty globe v. 1021^1650! 

Of solemn port : no moon it seem'd to boast 

Swelling its state, but self-dependent roU'd 

In gradual course of haughty dignity 

Around the sovereign sun, whose motion soon 

Knew the celestial band, and joyous haiPd 

As that majestic planet, from man's earth 

Less widely distant, to whose proud aspect 

Observant men have join'd the name of Mars. 

And now strait opposite the central sun 

The heavenly legion seem, and soon discern 

Between his boundless ocean of bright rays 

And their own brilliant train, a beauteous world 

On which the monarch of perpetual day 

Diffused his sweetest beams ; that hence it seem*d 

All fair, all summer, mid delicious air 

Calm-gliding thro* the blue expanse, around 

The genial source of light. No moon here beam'd. 

For none was needed, while its radiant course 

So favor'd shone thro' ever glitt'ring space. 

That soon th* observant angels recognize 

The planet fair, which mortal men surname 

The matchless Queen of beauty and of love. 

Nor did not then their dazzled ken perceive. 

Beyond, careering on its ardent course 

Nearest the full resplendent sun, an orb 

Oerwhelm'd in glist'ring radiance, which appeared 

Darting on every side his piercing beams 
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Instinct with light and heat, yet singly shone Book 

In magnitude less grand than those bright frames, VI. 

Errant perceiv'd amid this glorious sphere, v. 1051—1079. 

Nor did they gaze of its terrestrial name 

Ignorant, but discern the rapid orb, 

To whose fleet motion conscious men the name 

Add of the winged Mercury. Their speed 

Th' impatient legion hasten glad, for now 

They know their certain course not distant far 

From man's expected earth, their anxious port. 

Thence thro* the bright-illumin'd sether wide 

Around they gaze, nor far removed perceive 

Seen on one hand in her own beamy zone 

'Twixt the proud Mars and Venus' radiant way 

The planet Earth, known by th' attendant globe 

Which o'er her hung. Instant the joyous host 

Utter a shout, which through the boundless air 

Resounding high amid the peopled space 

Pass'd, echoed far from rolling world to world. 

And now nought intercepts the fiill display 
Of the round Earth with her o'erhanging moon 
In prospect plain, magnificently grand ; 
O'er which the temper'd sun dispens'd his light 
Of genial radiance fair, serenely mild : 
While as the chariots rapid move, the earth 
Swells out immense, disclosing to the sight 
Her shining seas, and solid continents^ 
Broad interchange : while swell'd no less the moon 
Displaying cavems vast, and seas, and shores 
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And tow'ring mountains numerous rang'd along Book 

Of various form. Swift-gliding soon o*er these, - VI. 

The radiant chariots, in conjunct array, v. 980-.1008. 

Stop, hov'ring : and ere long with gradual poise 

Descending settle on the glimmering tops 

Of the moon's hills, here first (as late resolv'd) 

Alighting. Seated thus, the angels gaze 

On the vast scene around, and mark what now 

Seem stars on stars to distance infinite 

Extended. Backward then their wondering eyes 

They bend along their own immeasur*d course. 

And see the lessened sun, and those last orbs 

So fair, diminished now to glorious stars ; 

And far beyond survey the countless worids 

Which late they pass'd, appearing now to view 

Millions of twinkling lights. 

At such display 
Awhile in admiration lost, they pause. 
Till their attentive leader Michael broke 
Enraptured Silence with these thoughts expressed. 

" Astonishing and awful sure must be 
Our recollected thought, nor can we fail 
Profoundest admiration and meek sense 
Both of God's goodness and omnipotence. 
When we reflect that some short ages past, 
Within our own remembrance, all these worlds 

And radiant spheres, which now our course has crossed, 

* • • ■ 

Had no existence : but dark, formless, void. 
Chaos tumultuous poar'd where these bright orbs 
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Now roll in beauteous harmony, and fill Book 

With cheerful life before unpeopled space! VI. 

Unthought in heaven, save by the prescient mind v. ioo9.io». 

Of God alone, who pre-existent there 

From all eternity perhaps had liv'd 

Alone, superlatively blest, ere yet 

Perfect spontaneous goodness mov'd him first, 

Delighting in creation, to create 

A race of angels to enjoy and know 

Him, source of happiness : degrees diverse. 

And orders, and in different ages made. 

Immortal most, or all. Since we ourselves 

So many ^ras of revx)lving time. 

Seeming (so blest they roU'd) but as a day. 

Remember to have pass'd in tranquil bliss 

With our Creator King, or ever yet 

Swoln with ambition the archangel high, 

Satan, with his perfidious pow'rs rebelled, v 

And soon was cast fr<Mn heaven in dreadfiil fight 

Down to th' infernal deep. Thien to repair 

Heaven's loss, and add splendor and glories new 

To his creation, we remember well 

When his onmipotence determined first 

To form this universe and all these worlds. 

Each with its proper habitants, to each 

By all-creative wisdom suited well : 

Among the rest, yon earth then moulded fair, ,i . 

And on her happy globe a creature man 

Of heaven high-favor'd, form'd for joy and Uiss ; 

Which he enjoy'd, till him God's envious foe 
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Seduc'd to disobedience, tho' forewam'd. Book 

Then we remember, when her genial fece VI. 

A deluge of destructive waters spread ; v.ii39—n6T. 

Which all her beauties in confusion whelm'd 

And shapeless ruins, whose rude vestiges 

Ev'n yet remain, broke into continents 

And seas, and rocky shores, and craggy hills. 

And now we know, that at some fated time 

When the fiill number of the good elect 

Shall join the heavenly choirs, yon rolling earth. 

With these surrounding elements, shall yield 

Their being to destructive flames of fire. 

Then from their flagrant ashes shall arise 

Other more perfect worlds, which shall be link'd 

In glorious range to heav'n, and all these orbs 

May undergo some better, happier change 

At God's due seasons, and perhaps be dwelt 

By angels and the spirits of the blest. 

Thro' endless ages still more perfect growing. 

Till gradual they attain honour supreme. 

Become archangels^ near the throne of God 

Enshrin'd on radiant seats,, partaking there 
His presence, glories, and unutter*d joys. 
But let us now descend : for these high thoughts. 
Proper alone to God, absorb our powers 
In contemplations of astonishment ; 
That we forget our purpos'd embassy. 
And themes, more fitting our conception, — 
Prepare we now to seek Britannia's isle/' 
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So as he spoke, a pensive holy trance Book 

Which held th' angelic train in mute delight, VL 

Yielded diviner feelings to rich cells v. 1168-1197. 

Of happy memory, AH now assent. 
And from their station'd cars the jc^ful hort 
In splendid range, descends Then at command 
Forward their way directing, h^if on foot; 
Half flying, thro' the pure ^therial air 
Serene without a clouds on fiven wings 
O'er the bright varied surffice of the moon 
All glide along, repairing to the verge 
Whence plain th«y can survey th' udjaicent earth. 
Downward they gaze, all eager to discern 
Where mid her various Iwids and mingling seas 
Lay Albion's pleasant isle, engirt with waves ; 
While as the earth wjth ever-changing scene 
Turned gradual her vagjt bulk, they soon perceive 
Heav'd into light far on the utmost verge 
A glimnj'ring i^, gray^^welling on the view. 
Till clear it now displayed a fair extent 
Of gently-waving hiUs> and vftles, and plains. 
And winding rivefs, decjc'd with sun and shade 
Various. Appepir'd its i^cid clinie f eiyoy 
A temperate, g^iial air : fevor'd it seem'd 
Beyond the other climes not distant seen ; 
Which shew*d, some black with rude-projecting rocks 
Inhospitably barren : some appeared 
Parch'd by too fervid raySf their verdure all 
Embrown'd and sad : others en wrapt in snows 
Seem'd as one glittering waste, wild, dreary, cold- 
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While to the fancy Albion's verdant plains Book 

Kind, genial breezes and mild airs refreshed, VI. 

Blown from her circling seas, that fair around v.n98— 12«5. 

AH nature smil'd. Pleas'd the celestial band 

Survey the scene, impatient to descend : 

And mounting soon their ready chariots, all 

On the broad summit of the lunar hills 

Wait, eager to depart. When mindful still 

Of their high embassy, their zealous chief 

Thus to the band his careful thought propos'd. 

•' Descending strait to earth, our earliest care 
Must be to join our former powers : and learn 
From these the state of each opposing host. 
If yet the Christian camp, their destin'd charge, 
Uninjur'd rest from Satan's dark deceits; 
Not yet provok'd to battles premature : 
If too the parted leaders have returned 
With new-assembled powers : which haply found. 
Soon shall our favored legions in array 
Of martial splendor toward Exham's tow'rs 
March with more ample strength to meet in fight 
Their savage foes : nor long, we trust, shall fail 
England's great Monarch from that pest to free 
His country, and his high designs atchieve/* 

All joyful hear : and at expected sign 
Buoyant commove, and urging swifl their way 
Dart far thro' oether, till o'er Albion's isle 
High-hov'ring they arrive, and gradual all 
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Descend in wavy balance, till at length Book 

They touch with gentle fell the fleecy clouds VI. 

Which o*er the earth float high on curling wings. v. 1226-1255. 

Sudden the gorgeous train, their motion rein'd. 

Stop, gen'ral, and the chariots resting sofl: 

Hang pois'd. Behold ! at once their orient seats 

The angels quit, and on their outspread wings 

Joyful sail downward thro' the yielding air. 

To mortal sight invisible, yet they 

Clearly discern th* opposing hosts, and plains 

Spread o*er with.thousand tents. 

Tow'rd these they steer 
Their easy course, and soon upon the tops 
Of hills, whose height o'erlook'd the warlike plains 
Of Wcreham, with supreme delight expressed. 
Discern on watch their own associate peers. 
Shrined in a radiant cloud. These strait they join 
With friendly gratulation, nor less joy 
Surpriz'd the watchful legion to behold 
Now with their chief from heav'nly realms returned 
So many friends, well known in mutual bliss. 
From which attentive band the new-arriv*d 
Soon hear of welcome tidings to their wish. — 
" That yet the Christian camp, the destin'd charge, 
Uninjur'd rests from Satan's dark deceits. 
That all the parted leaders are returned 
With new-assembled powers : that Alfred's skill 
Has form'd to battle all the peasant train : 
That with the morrow the sixth sun will rise. 
In solemn council nam'd, when all the host 
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Shall march toward Exham's tow*rs in full array Book 

To meet in battle their expecting foes : VI. 

Wherefore the time demands that instant all 

The heav'nly band throughout the Christian camp 

Yield prosperous aid^ and fill with active zeal 

The warriors' hearts, in preparation met 

For their so near departure." — This resolv'd. 

Instant the bright celestial train, conjunct^ 

Hove tow'rd the English camp, by mortal eyes 

Unseen, where soon arrived, all to their charge 

Among the busy legions take their way. 
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ARGUMENT OF BOOK VII. 

Evening. The English prepare to depart the following day^ in pursuit of 
the Danes. Feasting in the camp. Night. Departure of the English in 
the morning. The chiefs described. Alfred addresses the army. March of the 
English through the southern provinces, ravaged by the Danes on their passage 
to Exeter. The army rests on its march. The approach of the English army 
is foretold to Guthrun by a heavenly messenger. He warns his army, part of 
which goes out to meet the English and attacks them. The English pitch their 
tents near Exeter. Religious ceremonies observed by the English previous to battle. 
Alfred sends a flag of truce into the Danish camp, with presents to ransom the 
English captives. The request is denied by the Danes. The embassy partakes of 
a Danish feast, and sees the religious rites of the Danish prophetesses. A vision 
of the Pagan Deities. Both armies prepare for battle. 
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^ O W Evening in the west her golden throne 

Uplifted, rob'd in purple-varying clouds. 

And at her look serene from ev*ry tree 

Shot lengthened shadows, which to beast and bird 

Warned soft repose, while calm-descending dews 

Refreshed the earth, till in the brightening east . 

Titania rose. 

0*er all the English camp 
A scene of preparation fills the view : 
Soldiers in flamy armour mix convolved 
Amid the glimnVring tents, while thousand spears 
Passing along with ever changeftil course 
Bespeak in multitudinous concourse met 
The total bands. Amid the martial crowds 
The chiefs pass frequent, and survey the works 
On ev'ry hand, whose aspect bore alike 
Signs of departure : ponderous vehicles 
Loaded with heavy armour, and the weight 
Of tented habitations, roll along. 
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While countless steeds* of some approaching stir Book 

Conscious, amid the nsiQgled ^tatton,- fill VII. 

The vaulted air with thdrTCsdunding neighs. 

For now from all their provinces diverse 

Returned, with powerful fresh-assembled trains 

Of haughty warriors, the recruited. chiefs 

Conjoin their force; and many a new-form 'd band 

Of rescued villagers, to deeds of arms 

Train'd by their monarch's skill, aspire for war. 

That all the mighty host, now wait alone 

Tomorrow's dawn, to hail their destin'd march. 

All long to hear their Bo^'Mign'-s (due. ooQibiaiitja. • 

Nor these were wanted long; for tioW' tbeic i^Meil . 

Th' imperial Alfred, with pateirlial care 

Pass'd, and on ev*ri^ faaikl his cotiii^l gltd 

Dispensed, exhorting, and with ardent 2^al , 

Inspiring all. Telb them their ev'ry (ho|>e : ' . 

Rests in their proper valour, in their cause 

Sacred and just, and blessing of high hedv'n. 

Nor did not proud joy thro' the Monarch's broftrt; 

£xulting swell, as he pet*ceiv'4 ^ch beait 

Bum with res|K»siv$ courage to his wish. 

The heralds summon by GOHun^nd the chi^fii ' 
Of ev'ry legion in the inoniur&h's tent 
To meet in high consult. Prompt all dbef. 
Here soon the ready sovereign opes the cause 
Of meeting, to arrange the purposed march ; 
Nor lingers here dissenskm, but at oqoe. 
Unanimous all fix that with the datvu 
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T^' Ijotal army shall comn^Qve, nor $top BofQX. 

Th|edr joyful course, till near the banks of Exe VII. 

Encainping they repose tl^eir teote, and fire v.'^7«. 

Their hopes with prospect of tfaetr foes at hand. 

Here too the venerable Osmvod teUg 

And Oddune, Devot^'a valiaoC duke^ that late 

The Frisian seafiieo,. thro* their provinces 

Collected by persuasion aod reward^ 

Are parted in a num*rou$ betid U^ fill 

The English fleet, neariWareham's tpenac'd i^wos^ 

There under Octher's high. CQtnoaand to wait 

The wish'd departure of t^ D^misb ships 

Preparing from Doneliian Gmsts to seek 

The spacious ports of Exe. When. fl& enjoin'd 

Octher will send swift htrdlds to apprise 

His anxious sov'reigiw and if need ]r6«|Qire, 

Intreat his presence in the ships, to cheer 

The seamen and diffuse h}» powerful laid. 

When on their destinTd v<>ya9e they .attack 

In naval battle AhiB |^t&e DaootecL 

Nor mid the solemn council woe fi^rgot 

Their hapless coiintrymeo^ who now perhaps 

Within the Danish camp^amdpaihfd.tD bear 

Horrors unknawti, cafitiTAS b«jr chance of war. 

Gladly the fix'd resolve is faeai^ aiound. 

That soon as o'er the plaiii& of £x0t AaH rise 

Their tented homeSr' the. qoionsrdi will depute 
Humane a noble embassy, with giftss . 
To move the stubbqim foeu- Brid caosoin aU ... 
The qaptive train; These fifit*d proponis heanl^ 

pp 2 



292 

And the full council ended, all retire. Book 

Vll, 
' The thronging legions o'er their copious feasts '^^lo? 

Where all partake repast, in converse high 
Raise animating themes, that fire the heart 
With prosperous expectation, while around 
Bards wake the songs of other days, that rouse 
To fervent rapture the transported souL 
As when a band of hunters over night 
Preparing for the chace of savage beasts 
Wait with keen expectation for the hour. 
When the sun rising o*er the misty hills 
Shall light their shadowy caves, and hear elate 
The shrill horn echo thro* the joyous land : 
So these th' approach of their intended march 
Hail eager, and are cheer'd with harp and song. 

Meantime the royal table is prepared 
For sumptuous revelry, and all the chiefi 
Haste thither, as proposed : whom glad the King 
Greets as they enter his capacious tent. 
And soon along the spacious board are rang'd 
The mailed heroes, venerable [urierts,^ ) 
And beauteous females, wives and daughters fiur 
Of many a chief, in highest hcmouf held. 
At one extreme the noble monarch sat, 
(On either hand a sacred bard) and pledg'd * 
The full regale around. The splendid dome 
Rings with the notes of joy, and eager hope 
Shines on each countenance. The choral bards 
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Wake «olemn luurmoni^db echoing harps. Book 

And swell the tide of song, that o'er the sbtil VII. 

fiolls a& some murmuring liver i^reads his kr^attis "y^^^ 
Gay-glitt'ring o'erthe fr^stieli'd ^Ids. Sc pfisfr'd 
Cheerful the hours, «iR in h«r»ild career 
Night thro' the widtt pavilion of this sky 
Saird calm, and her dark robe o'erspread with gold • 
Hung high o'er all the earth, her stately IntoWs ■■■ 
Crown'd with the cresckii moon. Wliile <9ole W<ere heard 
Along the tranquil air the murmuring sounds 
Of waves that from the tide-uptifted sea 
Roird on th' adjacent shores. 

TRie chiefs awan^' 
Retire at length ail to their proper tents 
Seeking the balm of deep,, resolv'd alike 
With the first blush of dawn to meet in arms 
And join th' array of all th' assembled host, 
Impatient ibr their promised march. : With these 
Move their &ii9 wives» whose looks alone inspire 
Each warrior with proud courage, and resolve 
To conquer, or to die in fight, or ere 
The brutal foe attempt dishonour foul 
On their sofl charms, or hurt their hci[d€i3S babes. 

Th' imperial. Alfred leads his beauteous wife. 
The lov'd Elsweda, and his sister kind 
Burthred's feiri widow, tow'rd an inner tent 
There on the peaceful eouch to seek repose. 
Entering within its spacious range, they pass 
Its chambers^ separate by fidling folds 



• t t I ' 

• > f ) < > < K I ^ 

• . I • > . , • » J • - ^ . . I ' 






•' > ^ ' • 



l**''i: '.".i; 



> 1 



CQ4 

Of, silken texture, w}ii)«!;^irri(ii3|5»Sfi»^ ;.,,!. r.i ... ' i-.BoOit ' 
The. honour'd Quq^Ok.: dttvgbWm 0f oqW* fbi^ - :! : . ' . VU, / . 

Strait to her otro^ft^sMrtmept,! itijamf^)\m,toki^': > >-(:;£» i I;.- . ; . ../ 
Of costly frame unloop'd, . -SMlcl spft di?0cH*4 . '\. >ii - iw Iif!. 
Within their ample waixil th.';attenda6lti£|asi ' ,,' -..ii '(.i'' .,h:i A 
Fit to her l]|^ii.tQ{]|i^Uiob^,a.$lsiider:ye6t, 
Meeter for calm, v^poi^j . MfsiQtin^ the Kang^^; • 
Witljin : b^ Qj^i^mbe»« trh^kje esteode<i rf»od > : ! ; • 1 . : . i ) 
His own broad arWi^ck'd c<>tiaU< ftfid. beac <iwpw'db 
Another bed of lesser ftamie tbjiiti bc&4 . 
His beauteous infants, loos'd his axooottc off 
Heavy and brigl|^j|£^4t J^iis^j^pad shield deposed 
Helmet and spear, besi4ft tji^ ||li^jrve»g:e<Hicik: , i . f 
Then in soft raiment cl5)tl^'d. i^is i9P^i)ly limbs : 
And waited sole hi^:i^9pi|r*4;*po!upfev,l?bo rtay'd 

Not long, but his l^oA^^r W i»?r, 0oUch, , > . ,..; <.•; r ; , . /. 
Conducting fks^ irjtfi h^s pi^^Bi^ camt^ . wfacai jboth; : / / . . ! 
As wont, apprq^hing tfcnlif 1<>y'4 Qflfep»n^-3/bedi : \\-\\\ -. . 
Tenderly on the<i).ga?;4..apd aslihey ^kpt, .; ; 
Saw smiles of peace adoro< th^eir rpsy QHe^,( . . » . ;:r .i . ( • 
Which soft their parents ikisp'd ^ aoil tb U^.caoFe ;. I^ii.ic; ^i r 
Commended^jthftRj iol'.];)lAt'ik;i^ hifasA^ilmisy \ ^ 1:1./ :.< > 
And make them good and happy. This performed. 
The virtuous pa|ri1»iJ50(d,&Qi»lti)dmi..aildteii<flej;:: ; , il 'ii r 
Their own resplendent ^flrtd^i^^fW e.virt'lwMit;,!^ r J^vo; •;•: • 

Knelt humble, an(ijtcHh[efl«Itii^b6«'$i«reji piajff^^ <: ijinilhwa 
Meek, void of ostej^^iftn^; jthu8ip(teffiw'dL\ .,. : ..it no 
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Father of all, firom4ihiy:siibiiiiie abode 
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D«igti ^to efiiise on us, on dUI enr T&ce ■ • , ' - Book 

Thy g{fts of good: erei* loay peadb ahd love VII. 

l^ounsh o'er all ^ ^rtii, tthdnittfthtt 45le ' V. Iss-^n. 

m 

Own thy peculiar favor, white n^ iBOns > . ' • 
Emulous still by deedsof ▼irttie <tirive • ' . ' ' 
To win thy blessing, and tfcee fir* t6 ifA^asfe r ''■' 
Whence good and happy'f^iiK &ir land may ris^ 
The glory a^ ^^slaMijftle 6f %h6 ^ttith^ ' 

If such be thy high Will; 'lliay disctoi^ end ' . 

And war, and from eUrJebiantiyferreiriov* 
Whatever niay be evil,' titfotte bend • 

Of blissful union evVyttaticm join, : . . i :. 

Ascribing each to thee all 'pow^, • all prttise/* • 
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This said, in tranquil r6st^b6tb soon forgot - 
The cares of day, when df the good, (a'ierlook^d 
Never by heav'n) and of llieir meek employ 
Observant, Michael, fcigh attgelic Chief 
Hov'ring alofl with a cJ^le^iarchoir^^^ * 

Touch'd with Might to mASrk th' endearing scene. 
Soon to theiT dotich dispatch'd a winged train 
To cheer their slumbers with auspiciotis dreams. 
While he above on thoughts of large intisnt 
Occupied, pass'd o'er all the catnp and saw * 
Around whatever might need his fostering aid: 
Nor was his radiant band, to execute ' 
Whatever their thought proposed, unskill'd or slow. 
Into the sleeping warriors they instil 
New strength of body with telestial touch : 
And thro* the cells of fancy they inspire 
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^sj^yN^^v;,^ iy^ vith patriot energy^aiUiaeiisf -f ..o '^'''". - 'BodK' ; 
V V r.\<vA»Hi>$ s»iflerings : t&at each noble heart VII. • 

^'^\\>^^\^ «»th fresh courage aQ4:i!^o)ve to, epd ; . . v^4m,.«k. 

Mvsun lo* 5^> deep, by glorious vicjtofjr; :.. ; 

tVK»re the raptur'd monarcji, as h^ s^lept,, •; . j, .; , ; • . ;. 

A rttdiant vision rose in dreanii divioei . . .— 

An angel form, resembling jil ^eir Jcjojc 

His own lov'd wife, yet ev'fliipore bfe^y'nljT' jbOttchfji 

With all-surpassing beauty,. gfsAxJoi, brp)^j3; ,.: .[ , ;,: i{ .i..; , 

Thro'fragrant-breathing^Y, j^^^9bw.<^;light vi, J.n , . - In 

Set as with stars : her beamy ^ress/^^ ]t>OMn(l7 mi , : , . .i , 

On her bright head, and rounds ]writh ft dfowi^T ; . ; . 

Of gems celestial, left reveal'd ^^rnepk 

And halfop'd bosom, orient-pure, to view. 

With look inimitably s^eejt, ^n^ sqfiile ^ ; • . f : 

Excelling mortal gTaqe;, the heavenly; S^^ , : 

Approached, and meekly bending ki^-d hbs lips, ,, ;i . . . 

At which soft touch seem'd his extatiq jsaysl : , s 

T' expire, and glide into the fiixrmciivine,, ;, ,; ; ., [\ :. ,, /,, . 

She, gently back >vithdfawn, ,tlju^ inojn^^ :,.,: 

Touch'd with amb;*osial hand; immediate bqa,p[)*4 ; ;^ ^ ; ^,. 

A golden radiancy all laround, whose shine \ 

Unfolded to the traqced, i^n^e a band , 

Of angel beings, match'd in sbap^ and grs^^i^ 

Floating at ease ajnid the balmy air. 

In ev'ry fair hue vested; in their hands . * . ; . 

They bore resplendent b^Tps and instruments, j f / •, . , . 

Of heav'nly stop, which te^d^Jy i^jbtuji'cj^ r- /.i ti. 

Pour'd a sweet concert on the monarcK*s ear* 
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'' Honour to England's King, the greajt, the good ! Book 
AU-hail, immortal hero : in each age VIL 

Rever'd, the father of thy country : thine t. m3— wi. 

Is heav*n*s good-will and &vor : . persevere . 
In all thy blest designs : dangers and pain 
Scorn : and in gracious Providence confide. 
To thee thy grateful country still shall owe 
Her glory ; and success shall crown thy toils/* — 

Sung this glad benison, the magic air 
Melted in sweet cadence : and behold 1 . ' 

Waving their gracefiil hands^ the heav'nly train 
Gradual recede from sight In fervent trance 
The King awakes, his eyes sufius'd in'tears; 
Tears of extatic joy. Recovering soon, . 
Gently himself he raised, and tum'd his eye 
Tow'rd his lov*d spouse, whom iby a lamp's soft light 
Hung from the tent-s broad dome». he sleejnng saw > 

In beauty scarce- less wionk^ thfoi the shaj^ . ' 

Seen in his dream : which now her look recall'd^ 
And in his heart vipre vivid-id^ep infiis'd. 
On her in mute delight awhile, hf gaz'd .r 

With fondness inexpressible;: thea'beiktb , 'r • . * /. 

Pressed on her vermeil cheek a tendel* kiss ,: - ' ^ 

That woke her with a smile;* and as her eyes 
Beam'd sweet affectio|i, he in &LtSLcy 
Leaning with band .across her snowy neck 
Reveal'd to hejrli^is. vision of ; delights, 
O'erjoy'd, she heard, an4 i^^tt^ing with meek look 
A grateful orison, well-pleas*d inferred 

Vol, I. a q 



298 



-w«i hftftv'n's fev'ring care. 

Shedding upon the earth, tcU dau uk 

lu her grey tobe of de«. ^ ^^ ^^^^ ^_^ 

0.« *e red ocean-«»«s the fiM b,c«i curve 
I^mlL. Soldier, in bright »mQ«r etad 

Eager employ d. Ttor " J ^_^ 

Whence crowding •««» torm inp 

Their venerable ares, whose hoary locks 

1 heir veucia li—hi. and matrons oW, 

?r^nd-;oos vehicle, benej^th^r ^c«» 

Of Xlike sto^. ^» tW ^^.^ 

^tK^.-be?:-'"'^"'''^'"^'"' 
&„ dl the dewy iir their gWrmg pomp 
aS martial blazonry, to ,*o«. tnght «gn 
Under their mighty chieft "j^^Sd their view 

^Sro-eX.h«lowyhais,w^^nmg^ 

Gold on their beamy tops, and glitt nng showrs 
-. _j «rt *Vu» wftods in ev'ry nuc. 
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Here noble Oddune mor*d, in burnished braas Book 

All-ann*d, and moving seem'd a tow'r of gold, VII. 

Behind his rolling ensign, awful came v. ssi^^o. 

The venerable Herbert, his grey locks 
And hoary beard wide-streaming on the air. 
As snow involves some lofty mountain's top« 
Aylwin was there, the gallant, and the bold. 
Exulting in his might, his dark^brown &ce 
Stem-smiling underneath his shady helm ; 
Strong as a lion roaming for his prey. 
Rayner advanced with solemn pace, whose mien 
Fix'd and sedate, struck on th' arrested heart 
Involuntary awe : his earth-bent looks 
Seem'd brooding tempests, as he gloomy came 
Terrible in aspect, frowning like Jove 
When all-enrag'd he hurls amid the skies 
Impetuous thunders and overwhelms the groves. 
The vet'ran Edric there appeared, his limbs 
O'erhung with lofly plumes and streaming hair 
That firom his casque thick-wav*d ; behind he look'd^ 
Caird onward his adopted boys, and seem'd 
An eagle when he leads his youthful sons 
First from their lofty nest to dart on earth 
Amid th* astonished flocks. Hianfrid came 
Behind, all-glitt'ring, radiant in his arms 
As shines the west at eve. Harold was near. 
Less gaudy, but adom*d in arms, that shot 
Lightnings where'er he tdtnM, and in his voiqe . 
Storms roird. The loyal Berthun here advanced 
Under his lofty banner^ and appeared 
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While o'er him shadows from its brilliant folds Book 

Play*d various, like the moon in golden state VII. 

Piercing her luminous veil. Osmund was there» y. 311—340. 

High-favor'd chief, on whose serener brows 

Sat meeken'd resignation^ . yet with grief 

Solemn and thoughtfol blent, as memory 

Ever to his awaken'd fency brought . ^ 

His Athelard lost : yet dreadful valour shone 

Around him, whose scde look might. pall the hear^ 

With powerless terror, as he stately mov'd. 

Rapt in himself, with fixed eye, that gleam'd 

Destruction, lowering like a night of clouds 

Advancing over heav'n, ere from their sides 

Fires flash, and swelliitg thunders jshake the earth. 

Before them all pre-eminent appeared 

Alfred, imperial sovereign : at their head 

He shone in radiant arms, emboss'd with gold 

Refulgent as the sun at beamy noon 

Illumining the skies^ when/.all the hills 

Shine, and his glory decks each winding stream^ 

Beside the King his flamy standard rose 

Alofl broad-waving, gorgeous-bright^ with gold 

And varied gems o'erspread^ beangtiiig b» stars 

That spangle heav'n*s blUe concave.. On the host 

He gaz'd, admiring, as their steely nuoks 

Blaz'd on his view, while spears and lances wav*d 

In ordered splendor o'er their glea^y hdrnj; ; 

And steeds, caparisoned in rich array, / 

Proud stood, . itmumerous, wheresoe'er his eye 

Shot its keen glance. AU-^right, all-fresh in arms 
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They stood, like trees which in the dews of mom 
Sparkling, overspread the sides of fertUe hills. 
And see below amid the spacious vales 
Their forms reflected in the sunny lakes. 
High-seated on his foaming steed, that pranc*d 
Beneath his nodding plumes, pawing the earth 
Under rich mantlings, glad the monarch pass'd 
From rank to rank, and view'd their full array : 
While in his looks beneficence and love 
Shone, tempered with intrepid valour. Soon 
Checking his proud career, the sovereign stopt 
In the mid-van, and thus the host addressed. 
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" Now, Britons, . countrymen, the joyful day 
Hails us, when ann*d afresh with strcmger pow'rs 
We march to battle, and in fields of fame ^ 

Meet our fell foes, the sons of murder, spoil. 
Slavery, and endless death. Who now will turn 
Traitor to England's cause, himself, and heav'n ? 
Fly the base villain — But no trembUng wretch * 
Pollutes your noble ranks — Ye, noble souls. 
Brave sons of Britain, in the gory fight 
Prepared to die, or conquer, now come on. 
Follow your King — who asks no other name. 
Than brother, fellow-soldier, in the cause 
Of England, freedom, laws, and life, and heav'o. 
Children, wives, aged sires, for you we fight, 
To save from massacre, and rape, and chains. 
You and your race — your tremUing limbs from wounds* 
Your homes firom fires. In your defence, new strength 
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Nerves all our frames. Soon oii th' astonished foe Book 

Descending like a tempest we will rush VIL 

With pow'r unconquerable* Ev'ry arm y.yto^^sn. 

Shall smite their shattered legions ; ev'ry blow 

Prostrate a savage ruffian ; nor one fear 

Possess one English heart Heav'n on our side, 

Ready with aid, to ev'ry soul shall bring 

New courage, force untir'd to ev'ry arm. 

Oh ! ere the blushing sun behold our ranks 

Fly backward, struck with terror, may the earth ' . 

Swallow us undisgrac'd, or may the blood 

Pouring from ev*ry vein, the field of death 

Imbrue with crimson-smoking floods to veil 

With one red mantle all the heaps of i;lain. 

No ! while one rank can lift the reeking sword. 

We rush to death, of glorious victory.'* 

So saying, he led on with signal wont 
Th' impatient army, who advanced along 
With shouts resounding thro* the vault of heav'n. 
As at the mouth of some capacious gulph 
The torrents rushing from alarmed hills 
Roar o'er opposing rocks, and to the sea 
Tumultuous roll, when &r and wide the land 
Totters, and ocean many a league resounds 
Onward the legions move, in multitudes 
Numberless as the pilgrim bands that take 
Their eager journey toward Mecca's fanes 
To memorize their prophet when hef scms 
Arabia yields profris'd ; and Persia sends 
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Her thronging nations from her wide domains Book 

To meet from buming Afiric*s southern climes VI I. 



The sable strangers of a distant world. v. 399..4a7. 

Behind their proud career in deep array 
The train of beauteous females come, the limbs 
Of tott'ring age ; th' unconscious bud of youth ; 
Borne all on trains immense of vehicles. 
Rolling with solemn noise : a barrier vast 
To guard the final rear. Thro' countries wide 
0*er hill, and vale, and champain broad, they pass^ 
And mark alone the dismal vestiges 
Of their rapacious foe, cruel as death. 
Where'er the eye may turn, sde strike the view 
Villages flaming ; happy rural homes 
Ras'd to the ground ; dark forests on the sight 
Stretching their ghastly shapes, a naked range 
Of blacken'd trunks^ devoured by fires : the fielda 
A desolated waste, unpeopled, bare. 
Where solitary Ruin reigns, or holds 
Orgies with grim confusion : stately towns 
Pillag'd and sack'd, o'er whose high-tow'ring spires 
And castled heights, huge smoking volumes t^XL 
Horrible clouds, that speak below a scene 
Of fiery devastation : solemn &nes 
Homes of religicHi's peacefiil ministers, 
Unroofd and open to the common air. 
Reft of their habitants; and all around 
Dire marks of savage murder pi^l the heart. 
Leagued here with Horror, fiightfiil Rapine stalks 
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In vest imbrued with bloody o'er ev'iy plain* Book 

Thus on their rapid course they pass along, VIL . 

Both while the climbing sun with aspect red 

Gleaming thro* smoky darkness, to his throne 

Meridian rose ; and while his Mling track' 

Inclin'd the world to rest, and o'er the skies 

Fair-spread the pensive, soothing tints of eve, 

■ 

Now twilight o'er the earth her dewy veil 
Hung modest, when successively reveal'd 
From their aerial mansions graceful walk'd 
The earliest stars, that to rest-seeking men. 
Fair heralds, tell th' approaching steps of night. 
But not the shine pf evening stars might pierce. 
Constant, the mournful gloom of smould'ring clouds 
Pregnant with fat?e, which from the wasted face 
Of England's southern provinces arose. 
Nor could their radiant beo^ms efface the glare 
Of streaming fires, whose dimly-fading light 
From many a spot amid the troubled air 
Flash'd frequent : while the heart-struck £nglish host 
Preparing for the night to court repose. 
Beneath the sheltlring covert of tall hills. 
Within the bosom of a vale, their speed 
Delay, and under their soon-fitted tents 
Seek rest. — Others within the neighboring cots 
Of a sequester'd vill wait tardy sleep 
Which flies their anxious thoughts. Thus while the hott 
Rest troubled, were th' immortal sons of light 
Bright-hov'ring o'er them. Active and awake 
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These to new softness with mysterious hand Book 

Temper the elements and air of night, VII. 

And guard their silent legions from approach y. 457-486.' 

Of obscure dangers, till the rosy morn. 

Peering thro* clouds of gold, o'er hill and vale. 

Diffused with fragrant hand refreshing light 

Scarce were the first bright streaks of orient beams 

Shot from dawn's purple eye, reflected soft 

On the hill tops, ere from their ductile homes 

Innumerous issuing, all th' impatient host 

Assembles, eager to renew their march. 

Nor long delay prevents, but in array 

Total dispos'd, their r«»mmencing march 

Commoves, and ardent they impel along 

Their glad, unwearied legions ; till at length 

From the broad summit of a lofly hill. 

Whence wide in prospect lay the country round, 

With bursting joy th' expectant host discerns 

The distant waters of fiadr-winding Exe, 

First seen. 

Immediate from the total ranks 
Rose a loud shout exultant, that afar 
O'er the wide, subject country echoing rolPd, 
Borne on the burdened gales. With swifter haste. 
More eager, on they rush, inflam'd with hope 
Soon to descry the wide-surrounding camp 
Of their fierce foe. As when a thronging herd 
Of hungry lions in the sultry wilds 
Of Afnc, stun the air with thund'ring roars 
That all the country trembles, as they pour 

Vol. I. K r 
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Infuriate o'er the barren wastes, in vlfew Book 

Of some low village, fiird with hoarded prey ; VII 

So rush'd with dreadful noise the English host. vfS^lf 

While as their rapid torreilt spVeads alohg, 

From far high-hov'ring o'ier the Danish di.mp 

(Ere yet the English trck^s its skirts discern 

Gleaming aloft by Exham^s wave-wash'd tow*rs) 

The Demon powers al^rm'd the conlihg host 

Watchful observe, b*er which in squddk-on bright 

Moving, as with augihehted powers, they see, 

Surpriz'd, a splendid band of heavenly forifas. 

Novel in view. Nor was th* infernal throng 

Unconscious then, that in ttie sacred c^use 

Of England, menac'd by theit dreadful arts, 

Heav'n had dispatclh^d new trains, Vrhile earth had joih'd 

Ardent, recruited legionk fo itssist 

Th' unwearied etfoits 6f the p^ttiot King. 

Instant the host malrghaht S^ft-^esceiid 
Amid the vacant Danes, who thro* their camp 
Rioting in continu6i!is fe'aSts, ^the 'gift 
Of emulous chieftains, pi*6^gal 'of ^ffdil. 
Pass the glad day in Vevchy ahd isdng. 
Or drown their siifeit in ifeliVious sl^ep, 
Relax'd from toils df war. I^e^e sooA the tost. 
Invisible, by ominous signs '6'f fete 
Or awful phantoms of porteritdu^ View, 
O'er all th' extended camp the hope of war 
Renewing, from lethargic 'ease awalke 
To thoughts of mightiest fury. In his tent. 
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Wheris thoiij^l^, and aJlone, for sorpjd proud feast Book 

Guthrun, the soy'rieign cjiief^ prepar'd, while oft y II. 

High, martial cares absorbed his brooding soul ; y. di6-54i 

Lo ! radiant-vested^ 1:9 hi? sta^d view 

A female form appeared, of heavenly po^ 

Taller than human, beaoiing fitir, ;93 shines 

The moon, wl^n wi^ ^he gilds the ^wj eart^. 

High in her hand she bore a d^ToAmg 'spepx : 

She stoodf and on l^m her majestic brows 

Bending, that as he gaz'd, a look more nxild 

Assum'd, With silv'ry voice tjbus broke the air. 

'* Why, cbi^ of men, •thus .o'er th' enervate jcamp 
Swell the rife notes of feaats and i:evelry. 

While to your guajcdlea? confines proud approach 
Innumerous hoste of 3M[amar^ fierce a3 wolves. 

Breathing destructionir:— Kqqw ye npt my namei? 
I from Valhalla's glitt'ring mansions come, 
Gna, honoured messenger of heaven's high Eling 
Odin, Almighty Father, Qpd of war. 
He sends me down tp rouse your sleeping rage. 
Your cause he favors : (lence this aimous cate. 
Haste, arm for battle, ere ih' impetuoi^ foe 
Overwhelm you, and atchieye glories iwdne^ 
And yielded only by ,«»pipe .repose/' 

Severe she spake, anfl; turning, h^r broad wings 
Unfolded, sparkling /rich twith orient gold. 
Which, as she saiPd^lopg th' illumin'd tent, 
Wav'd fragrance, till amid the sounding air 

Rr S 
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Upborne, she passed from sight. O'eraw'd, the King Book 

Stood silent a brief space, absorbed in thought, ^ VII. 

Till such high embassy revolv'd, at once vT^StS! 

Amid his thoughtless host th' astonished chief 

Passes : to all with awful voice proclaims 

Th* intelligence divine, and signal will 

Vouchsafed of heav'n's great King. Amaz'd they hear. 

And ceasing instant their mad revels, seize 

Their anns, and for expected war prepare. 

All thoughts of indolence dispelled, and sole 

Insatiate fury burning ev'ry breast^ 

Throughout the camp the busy legions move, 

Strength'ning the works, and for the general fight 

Maddening exhort each other, soon as ere 

Th* advancing foe (so wills the sovereign chief) 

Shall meet in full array. Not thus restrained. 

The proud chief Amund, with impatient zeal 

Glowing, the kingly leader bold accosts, 

" Let not me here thus wait, but instant give 
To eager glory the high meed she claims. 
Before the gen'ral fight, 1 with a band 
Select, will meet the foe, and daring wrest 
From his first van hazardous deeds of fame. 
And nobler, bold exploits, that shall inflame 
Our host to fury, while they see us win 
Earnest of future vict'ries, and the war 
Gallant commencing, merit feasts and joys 
Yet future, and record our names in song.'* 

So saying, without resistance he collects 
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A chosen train, to whom his voice inspires Book 

Courage, and bids their fiery baxid disdain YII. 

Numbers unmatched, but from the first approach vT^ts^^ 

' Of the near foe win trophies of renown. 
Their ponderous battle axes swifl they seize. 
And their huge limbs in skins of savage beasts 
Involve : then grimly-fierce they issue forth. 
As when a troop of Tartars thro* wild woods, 
Cloth*d in the skins of wolves, their perilous way 
Urge in the chase of costly furs^ and brave 
Fearless the piercing cold, or fell attack 
Of roaming tygers. O'er their heads advance. 
Exulting, an infernal band, and add 
Signs of success. Resound their hideous shouts 
That Exham's tow*rs re-echo, and the waves 
Of rolling^ Exe, as toward tb"^ apparent host 
Of English on they rush, now first beheld 
Descending o'er a sloping hill amid 
The narrow pass of a contiguous vale. 
Whence first theit joyful host with equal noise 
Hail the near tow'rs of Exham, and the sight 
Of the wide Pagan camp. Onward the band 
Of Amund rolls intre[Md, as the waves 
Of some broad surge assail a rocky isle, 
Driv'n by a storm. Obvious they soon approach 
The bright array of their impetuous van. 
Whose watchfiil leaders w^th surprize discjem 
So weak a force against their total host 
Rashly opposed. Delay is none. At once 
Rages the fiirious conflicts Clash broad shields 
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To shields opposed, and flamy falchions bJaze Booi^ 

Light'nings around, as wielded vast they roar "^ VIL 

On shattered arms. Huge battl&exes groan, v. ^a,^3i. 

Riving the shivered mail, and crashiAg bones. 

Dire was the war, as with resistless fbroe 

And noise of eager &xry and alarm 

The English host came on, band after band. 

As when the clouds, blown by the swelling wiAds 

Roll in dark heaps along the i^ulted &ky. 

Flashing destructive fires. They whelm the foe;, 

As some dread whirlpool in unfathom'd .s^a$ 

With roar of loudest catacaicts absorbs 

Within its stormy vortex hafdess ships 

Or roaming whales, wjdich of sqi^oacbiog death 

Aware, confound the sea with dismtsd groans. 

Loud was the rage, the iroai;, ras;Wbw a storm 

Pours o^er the darkeii'd vales, whw Witttw ^b^sc^ 

The ravag'd hills, and from each dielter^dcot 

Tears the low roof, as with tnfiiadale mm 

H^ hurls his tempests forth, impetuous^ wild* 

Thundering thro' naked -woodii, sad icy (Cayos. 

The shattered IXaofiB befereitbeir.torvfaait^eQwse 

Or fly dispers'd, or undenwatikitthe: f»% 

Of trampling steeds or ¥Barfifii8,i ^itksii3«)|Midii 

Unsorrowing meet: iiiQr.tet^i4v«ll<4 ffor lo! , ., 

Retiring by circuitous :patfa«^ iQgmp' 

The fierce remaias of .their inicoiiffiiei^fdtt^ 
Unterrified, the last advancing uToar 
Furious assail, whete. o'er the rLoad^ oars^ 
Guarded, the':niifieeable)feni^QSj5at 
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And here a victim to infuriate rage Book 

And the relendess sword, certain bad fall'n VII- 

The monarch's honow*d sister, iinretrieY*d, v!^^^ 

Had not a gallant soldier at the cost 
Of his own life her precious ransom paid. 
Warding the dreadfbl onset, singly bold. 
Till thitherward by chance Hianfrid led 
His band alarm'd, at whose o'emumber*d ticw 
The satiate Danes retired, seeking their camp 
With what of their diminished force remained. 
By paths circuitous. The female tram. 
And chief the monarch's sister, grateM deem 
Hianfrid their deliverer, tho* no deed 
Of worthy valour signalized his arm : 
Praise cheaply won, the lot of happy dianee. 

And now the English host advancing wide 
Spreads o'er the chatnpain, wbence in fiioepect fiill 
They view the Danish camp, w^th g^itt'ring arms 
Throng'd and con^icnom teats : not distant fin: 
O'er Exham's subject towers. Soon o*er the side 
Of a broad shcdt'tvng hill above the waves 
Of the deep-rolling Exe the prudent Kmg 
Selects the destin'd station, wheve his camp 
Safest and best may hold his armed pow'rs : 
Which chos'n, immediate o'er th' appointed ;place 
Successive pours the whole detigfated host. 
In broad array, bright^ist'iling tollie view. 
As a thick tempest of conttnuous snow 
Prives thro' the air*obliqtie, when fisiag winds 
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Drift the deep mantle o'er the swelling hills. Book 

Forests, and caves, and plains, and loaded vales, VII. 

in undistinguished deluge which o'erspreads v. 669^690. 

In one vast sheet the whole white-glimm'ring land. 

Here soon th' impatient army glad dispose 

Their stately tents, and round their spacious camp 

Dig the wont trench, near whose deep shelving banks 

A lofty mound arose ; a bulwark vast. 

Strong gates at intervals of distance due 

Dispart the pond'rous fence, and to the camp 

Lead diff''rent ways. These works complete, in view 

Of their opposing foes the English host 

Ponder new wars, and from their late repulse 

Draw prosperous omens* . All around the King 

Surveys their labours^ and with cheering voice 

Instructs, or aids, their zeal. Reflecting then. 

That human toils, or human skill, alone 

Command not hop'd success, if heav'n averse, 

Unask'd, deny its olessing and its aid. 

The meekly pious King his strict conmiand 

Issues that all the ftdl-assembled host 

Meet on th* adjacent plain, and there to heav*n 

Humbly unite in solemn pray'rs, to ask 

Its powerful blessing on their ready arms. 



Rev'rent all hear : immediate thro' the camp 
Disposed in wide array decorous moves 
The vast procession. Borne aloft in air 
Wav'd first the princely ensigns, whose bright pomp 
Displayed the holy cross, and in each heart 
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Struck pious veneration. FoUow'd next 
In sacred train, bishops rever'd and priests 
Devote to Christ and his celestial faith. 
After whose steps, the bards in honotir'd band 
Mov'd decent, sweetly hymning as they went 
Melodious strains, breathing of peace and heav*n. 
Next came the sovereign King, majestic, tall. 
His brows unhelm'd, and o'er his radiant mail 
His dark locks waving, as with look composed 
Graceful he mov'd. Beside his solemn steps 
Fair-beaming, mild, with ev'ry charm adonl'd) 
Appeared his blameless wife, in either hand 
Leading a blooming infant. Nor apart 
His sister mov*d, grateful for life preserved. 
Them following, in succession long advanced 
The ducal chie6, and thanes, and leaders prime 
Of all the valiant host, with whom appeared 
In order due arranged their beauteous wives. 
And babes, the train of youths, the hoary sires. 
Whose sole aspect might claim heav'n's fav'ring eye. 
Last in due order came th* innum'rous host 
Of gallant soldiers, valour in their looks, 
England's last hope. Arrived the plain, ere long 
On a rais*d altar, from a&r beheld. 
The venerable Asser meek ascends. 
And kneels devout ; whose high example soon 
The total host obeys, and o'er the plain 
Bending in solemn adoration, all 
Expect his hallow'd pray*r. Nor paus'd delay, - 
A reverential silence reigns around. 
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While high above the pleased angelic choir Book 

Survey th* affecting scene, and thoughtful mark VI L 

The proffered orisons. With heav*n-rais'd eye v^^^S 
The pious priest his moving pray'r addressed. 

'* Almighty King of heav*n and earth, prime source 
And end of all things good, at whose command 
The heavenly spheres in beauteous harmony 
Continual roll, the sun dispenses day. 
The moon her station knows, and at whose word 
Each earthly kingdom prospers or decays. 
Oh ! hear the creatures of thy hand, and bless. 
If right we ask, the purpose we intend. 
Oh ! yidd not this &ir isle to foreign foes. 
Frantic invaders, fierce, denying thee. 
War-breathing pagans. Give not our dear homes 
To desolating fires, our wives, our babes. 
Victims to slaughter, and the merciless sword. 
See not thine altars trampled, and in place 
Of equal laws, and virtuous industry. 
Murder, and famine, and idolatry. 
Stalk o'er the blood-drench'd Jand. Be thou our shield ; 
Assert our cause ; the cause of right, and heav'n. 
Under the banners of thy servant King, 
Our honoured leader, guide our armies on 
To victory, and from ev'ry ill defend. 
Long may he live his great and good designs 
Pull to a^ccomplish ; thro' this fevor'd isle 
To stablish peace and happiness ; to found 
Just, equal laws : to strengthen and extend 
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Her commerce ; to promulgate useful arts ; Book 

And on eternal base thine altars raise. VII. 

Whence under his mild reign Britannia's sons, v. 750—778. 

Thy favor'd people, mindful of ^eir good. 

May live industrious, social, quiet, blest. 

The glory and example of the world. 

And to their sons transmitting with firm zeal 

Blessings like these, may die at last in peace. 

Not unprepared, but longing with fix'd hope, 

For that superior life of bliss in heav'n. 

Promised to all the good : in sight of thee. 

And highest, happiest beings, till all time 

Sink on the bosom of Eternity/' '' • 

V 

\ He ceas'd : th' attentive heav'nly choir t)n high 
Waft the meek ardor to the throne supreme. 
Angelic incense burning on its wings. 
And now along the field responsive hymns 
Rise, gracefiil : voices sweet their charming tones 
Pour smooth : the harp her mingling work, and flute, 
Delicious-breathing, cease not : hollow trump 
Or sounding clarion, big with notes of war. 
None threatening roar, to interrupt the rites 
Of meek religion, uttering strains of peace. 
Heav'n heard applausive ; and each throbbing heart 
Was cheer'd with conscious hope. 

Now all the air 
Breathing of eve, a soft refi^eshment shed 
O'er the dew'd fields ; the closing flow'rs distilled 
A richer fragrance, ere extended shades 

ss 2 
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Hid all their beauties, and on ev'ry bough Boor 

Birds warbled music to the sinking sun, VI 1. . 

In ready order to the tented camp ^^SS?^ 

Returns the total host Nor intexveni^s. 

Delay, ere as proposed, humane the. King 

Sends a prompt mission to the hostile carnp^ 

By gifts of costly price from captive chains 

To ransom those brave men, thro* cruel chance 

Of battle lost amid the l^st dire field. 

Instant with eager joy frptp princely tents r 

Are brought the precious gifts: proud mettled steeds^ 

Rich annour, polish'd maiU and high-plum'd helmsi, 

Goblets, profuse of gold; vases pf glass,. 

Rare, and of costly frame : huge, glitt'ring swords^ 

And shields, with mswiy a prpiid- dftyioe. adom*d. 

To noble Osmund and th^ trusty chiefi 

Rayner, the wary sovereign novf cc^paits 

Th* important embassy. They in their hai^ds 

Bear the white flag of truce, s^ndjof their st0p^ 

Associate, take two venerable bard$ . 

Deck'd with the flowing mantle and the hprp^ 

£nsigns of sacred name, by fiercest tribei^ 

Respected, honouring the .pp^'i; pf spng. . 

Attendants bring the. gifts in spleii^id tr^o,. , : , r . 

While o'er the spacious cjbanpip^ipi . frpm;?^ftF , 

Conspicuous, they proceed, and,cifp^.3tb^.:Vaie,;/ 

And rising height^,, till nqw their steps arrive 

The outer confines of th^ P^igan, cs^pp. ^ . * 

* . • • • 

Which entering, soon amid the throQgi^^ Daoe^t 
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All eager to survey their tram, they pass Boot, 

And tow'rd the rc^ tent of Guthrun move VII. 

In solemn silence, by a waiting troop vfSoSSr! 

Escorted. On their way aware they mark 

Dire preparations for fierce war: of arms 

Store unconceiv'd, and spoil : and view surpriz'd 

Huge massive' altars to the fancied Gods 

In honour high up-rear'd* Assail their ears 

On ev'ry hand, shouts, and resounding cries. 

The yells of fury, while in bands the foe 

Swear by their mighty swords, and glitt'ring mail, 

Inscrib'd with magic verse, or their tall ships 

Or fury-breathing steeds, never to yield, 

But dying, strike immedicable wounds. 

Then to observe these horrid vows invoke 

Odin, thrice terrible, &di«r of death, 

God in his hand who bean slaughter and fire. 

The chuser of the slain, and stem they swear 

To die all sword in hand, not to outlive 

Their leaders, but to face thrice equall'd foe& 

The Danish chiefiains^ loud-exulting, part 

The spoils of ravaged England, as tho' now 

Total attained. Priests of the various Gods 

Loud boast by pow'rfiil arts to raise in air 

Storms, or by magic charm out of their graves 

To call the slumbering dead, and hear firom them 

The will of fate ; to palsy by a word 

The warrior's lifted arm^ or instant heal 

Wounds and disease. So amid noise confused 

And hideous murmurs thro* the deep-rang'd tents 
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Proceeds the anxious embassy/ till now Book 

Near the wide precincts of the sovereign's tent VIL 

Their steps arrive. v. ses— «9t. 

Here scattered round appear 
The marks of recent sacrifice. The ground 
Near a broad altar, crimsoned o'er with blood, 
Confus'd was stroWn with arms, and mangled fleshy 
Dreadful to view. Beside the leader's tent 
Resplendent banners wav'd, ensigns of state. 
Approaching these, and to the sovereign chief 
Announced, the thoughtful train expect his will. 
When on the earth bending his pensive looks. 
Sudden the venerable Osmund starts 
Backward, all-pale, aghast, and stands appall'd, 
Fix'd as a statue. Lo ! before his gaze 
Lie the known armour, shield, and crested helm 
Of his dear son, defil'd with gore, and hewn 
With hideous dints. Amazement seiz'd the band 
Attendant near, who recognize alike 
The arms of gallant Athelard, oft seen 
Moving thro' hostile ranks in fiercest war. 
Dismay on ev'ry countenance sat, that ting*d 
Each cheek with pale. Doubts and dark-boding thoughts 
In ev*ry breast arise ; various, yet all 
Ominous of danger, and unutter'd death. 
Dismal suspence and terror fiiU-usurp'd 
Osmund's kind heart, that ev'ry sense awhile 
Absorbed, till firom his stupe&ctive trance 
Recovering, silent o'er the neck he hung • 
Of his near friend, the virtuous Rayner. He 
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Uttering sweet words of comfort, soft infused ^ Book 

The balm of patient hope. VII. 

Thus occupied, tT^^^. 

To them a herald comes, who bids their train 
Enter the splendid tent, where seated high 
Amid his armed chiefs they see with awe 
The sov'reign Guthrun. Blood-^stain*d arms around 
Frequent were hung, with skulls of warriors slain 
In fight, now chang'd to decorated cups 
Capacious of bright mead, that 'mid the glare 
Of pendent lights shone dismal. In array 
Before his presence ranged, the English band 
Display their offered gifts, and tho' alarm 
At that dread vision, fancied still in view, 
Perturb'd each feeling heart, their mission soon 
The prudent Rayner opes, with meek act 
Soliciting release of those brave men. 
Captives by chance of war. Their meek request 
Guthrun, attentive, seems to yield, whose voice 
Thus heard expressed, imperious Oskital, 
Stem-menacing, objects, and calls pro&ne 
Release so granted, when the captive band 
Should be reserved for sacrifice, to please 
Expectant Gods ; and ere their mangled flesh 
Smoke on the altar, each in single fight 
Should fall by some bold chief, whence to infer 
Sure auguries. His words a train of priests 
Thronging around confirm : nor tho' allur*d 
At sight of so rich tr^asure^ does the chief 
Oskital, fonder still of blood, allow 
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Their wished release. The fierce resolve prevails : Book 

Rejected are the splendid gifts; nor hope VII. 

Left ever to redeem the captive band. ^9^92^ 

This heard with grief, the English chiefs implore 
Sight of the hapless men, or ev*n to hear 
What warriors eminent this moumftil lot 
Endure. But ev'n this sad request receives 
Denial strange. Sole to partake the feast 
Ready at hand, the sadden'd embassy- 
Finds earnest invitation, nor avails 
Excuse. The splendid feast is now prepared. 
Th' assembled chiefe around the spacious board 
In order sit, whose meeting to partake 
Kelwult sad chief, invited comes. Surprize 
And mingled awe gleam'd in his pensive looks. 
As entering he beholds his once-lov'd friend, 
Rayner, with noble Osmund. Yet to vent 
Th' emotions of his soul, the warrior chief 
Not dares: for mournfiil silence checked his tongue. 
Proceeds the full repast. The flesh of deer. 
Oxen, and boars, the sumptuous table fills. 
In polish'd skulls attendant virgins hand 
Delicious mead, metheglin's luscious juice. 
And costly wine, while many a flowing cup 
The sovereign Guthrun, reverently erect, 
Quafis to the name of Odin, heav'ns high King, 
Invoking vicfry and continual war : 
To Thor, all-potent ruler of the air, 
Honour is giv'n in plenteous bowls, to win 
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His &vor, seasons fair and genial skies. Book 

To Frea, Queen of heav'n, the nam'rous board VII. 

pour the full cup and from her active care, v. ni^956. 

Mistress of half the slain; Jihother of grace. 

Ask prosperous aid in^ b^tttiles dnd inUove. 

Mighty Niord, King of the boundless deep, 

Copious libation honours, and his name . 

Sounds frequent. Seated near the royal chief, 

High-honour'd bards, the magic p^V of song ' 

Roll thro' the sounding dome, while, harps attitin'd 

Pour full their dulcet harmony. Joy} shines. 

In ev'ry face, save in the, pensive looks ^ .' •'-' ' 

Of the forc'd visitants, on *whom his gao^e : i - 

Kenwulph, pale, moumiiali^fix'dy.ai^d silent told . 

Feelings within him of devout regard, : 

Mingled with secret pain. ' 

JHim uiftremark'd. 
Or sole with scarce-check'd insult and contempt 
Viewed by the haughty Danes, theif sov'reign King 
Forewarns approaching battle, and l*eminds 
Th' expectant guests thai: witli the'custom'd hour ^ 
Holy religious rites to fav'ring Gods 
Must strait be dofi<^; ''Wbioh signal to depart, 
Ijest with their presence/ they^ pfo&bfe* the scene. 
The wary embassy attend. They rise,'' 
Willing dismissed. Them to the camp's extreme 
Kenwulph indulging earnest^ strongs desire. 
Follows at httbibte ^^^^jiin^/ seeh«6f all : 
Hangs on their tardy st^^, ^nd ffoiirts their view* 
He longs th* eitiofltthS'crf''hi^ ^wfellkig heart 

Vol. I. T t 
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Into the bosom of his once4ov'd friend 
Secret to pour. Nor less desire impels 
The good and feeling Rayner to receive 
The near address of his late-honcmf 'd 
Struck by his mien, nor of his hapless state 
Unconscious. But severer eye& airoand 
Forbade their nearer interview. 

Thus passed 
The fruitless embassy. While now aroos'd 
For solemn rites th' ^expectant Danes: piepare. 
In vast array the crowdipg legions move 
Around the destin'd place; on whose proud height 
The magic reafen» tall-uprear^d, gleaiasi'd wide 
Amid the glare of lamps. The total hosfc 
Disposed at length in order'd range, to these 
Grorgeous-array'd in robes of purest white 
Came forth the holy prophetesses^ sprung 
Of mighty Kings, and honoured as! divine;* 
Solemn attention reigns. The sacred train. 
Fix on the awful sign their liB:ed gaze. 
And thus deliver their enraptured mmd« 
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V. 9jT— W5t 



" Peace, ev'ry murmur; ev*ry hreMh be stiU;, 
While heaven's inspired mioisters rev^id 
The future destinies. To m alone 
Odin, almighty father, gives to know^ 
The action of all Spirits that animate 
Nature thro* all her works. Who,, whea tbe winda 
Or mountain-caverns roar, or waters lift 
Their dark resounding waves, or when the. moon 
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Veils in thick clouds her ^ffh, or when the stars Book 

Enter within their caves, who, then explains VIT. 

The various will of the controfling spirits v. ps^au 

But we alone ? How would the battles fail, 

The hero's enterprize, his eager voyage. 

Were not the will of fate, by us reveal'd ! 

But heav'n benign, to us vouchsafes V impart 

Plainly all operations of the Fates, 

Who, Present, Past, and Future, underneath 

The ash that overshadows all the worlds 

Sit, weaving ev'ry destiny of man. 

The Gods forsake us never, but converse 

With us in sleep, or oft in waking trance 

Fix our enraptur*d vision on dread scenes 

Of dim futurity. To us the pow*r 

Belongs by mystic verse out of their graves 

To call the slumbering dead, whose soul forsakes 

Valhalla, or the world of Death, to raise 

From its dark home her once companicm^frame, 

Prompt to disclose each hero's fitted doom. 

Great God of battles; Mother^^Queen of heav'n, 

To ye we owe these gifts divine : receive 

Our praise devout Lo ! as we speak, and lift 

Heav'nward our eyea, amazdng visions rise 

On our transported sight — We see; — we see;— 

Are these your sacred destinies? — Behold ! — 

The world recedes frcon our extatic sense. — 

Terrific scenes I visions of other times ! 

All-hail ! — ^Lo ! there victorious standards roll 

Mid glittering clouds of steely heroes, driv'n 

Tt 2 
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Routed along in swift pursuit. — They fly ! — Book 

The English fly. — The red-cross banners fall, VII. 

Trampled, defil'd with gore. — Fields swim in blood.-— v.iokj-^kh^ 

Carcases strew the plains. — The vultures scream. 

Flying around, and hungry wolves from far 

Pour roaring to the feast of death. — There sails 

Odin, the terrible, the whirlwind, borne 

In his swift-whirling chariot, as the sun 

Brilliant, and vast ; all-gold its rapid wheels : — 

The eyes, the nostrils of his glaring tygers 

Flame lightnings, as they rush along the field. 

Where thousands blasted fall. — ^The clash of arms 

Stuns the pierc'd ear. — See ! how the Valkyries 

Dart ev'ry way, borne on celestial steeds, ' 

Swifter than arrows. Lo ! they lift away 

Thousands of fallen heroes. Odin fills 

His glorious car. Frea, bright goddess, fair 

Ev'n as the moon, hastes yonder towards heaV'n, 

Known by her beamy car. Half of the slain 

Already she has chos'n. Gna sails behind. 

Bright on her airy courser. Shakes the bridge 

Of heav'n, as o'er its strong^ foundations pass 

Th' illustrious train of Gods,; chariots^ and steeds. 

And mailed heroes, entering' brilliant realms * • 

Of bliss, where Valhall lifts her palaces. 

Victory still loves the Danes. Thousands of fodS 

Sink to th* abode of Hela. Wolves devour 

Their mangled shapes Ground.' — Behind appear 

Cities in fiery ruins. Volumes roll ! 

Of lurid smoke, and fill the vaulted skies. — 
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Gods'! what vast scenes of glory rise aroUtia J-^-^ BOOK 

Ld ! all the Danes throughout the eohquer'd land ^ Vll. 
.Reigft, masters. See the crbticHing, trembKng *slaves v. KMe^-iiw* 
Suppliant for life, for food; their boasted peace,' -^ ' 
Their servile laws, ttidr humble, toilsome aitB' 
Extirpate and forgot. Where glitter now 
The temples of their vain religion? All 
Ras'd andr eitioicti ^ffhile in tt^ plriLce the Xi&ldlk ' 
And adoration of ouciobbler Gods. 

Prevail o'er all the land. .War, :^aughter, deaih, - ♦ 

ft 

Stablish'd for ever. Sent by Od|n down- ^ ' 

From heav'n, eternal Vicffy smiling hangs ' ' 

O'er the tall banners of the lordly Danes. ' ' 

We see no change beyond. Tilt time's last «id V • '• ' "^ 

The prospect reaches. Oh I • enti^ntiing scenes ! : t i - > * '-' 

Stay : ever let us ^view ye : but ev'n now 

Receding, heav'n its darkening curtain draws ' ' 

Before our gaze.^^-^The splendors how depart. — ^ 

Oh ! fellovirs, warriors, from our tranced lips 

• • • " 

Heard you expressed heAvVs future destinies ? — ' - 

Treasure the saered truths: be firm, be fierce; *- - ' ' 

And let your bravery consummate all.^' • »' ' 

These words the ambient people meek receive • 
With deepest awe, and on the holy train • ' 
Gaze, who exhausted and aghast appear ' ' ^i - i . 
As firom a trance recov'ring. Es^er joy 
Succeeds, and a^dor for th' approaching fight. ' - '' ' 

With mingling cries the legions call their God^' ' 

• » 

To hear their pray'ra : to yield them aid : to hturl -■ f " ' 





* • 






««•<!• 



I« 



*\ 







' ' I 



f , . % 



328: 

Seemed' such sensation^ toiperVaAfliflir&^arts, 
Yet did not all; all save the vainer thane 
HianfriHl he, doubting ajid restless, thought - 
On honours hard to be attq.intd'm waf. 
And cheaper Won bjr yi^Miiigi doi the £oe. ? • : 
So witnessed KenwulphJs' &vbri ' whb toow: icign'd 
Sovereign of Mercia's realms;i<df 'latd >a chief . . : ; i.t 
Subject to Alfred'ij sWky:. vfTheSfirsecrettflioughte. . ^ 

Brooding within hifiiheairt; 3ie^6otid;forgek; .;/ t: . 

The monarch's kinder! iauror/ igK^tefiilahewtx . ; : 

For the repute of his loy'dt«pterj s4v'd,:. . ' . 

Nor felt the glow of zeal^ ptoluigfor fa^.; ■■,,. i 

Wan'd now the3houarstii^je9Bj;7tilli<i>'er;tItie eaekh/» ' . i r 

Night overhung tJtr^canopj^'bf fhm^e&r.iT x^/. r i /' -;. / o.<, . . 

To rest the host re\\fGS;^i\m^6ik t6<hiilli<^'^i .! . » I ; .i * . ^ ' i^v i 

The purple lighbirf;Imi^ain9 i:iMf9biie. aloft i ; t :. ; . i i ; . • ! rr i 

Wandering on ev*ryJW?|iad:thVafi^gfliic tra^^ '. ^l; j >: ii^-, . .; !"j 

Move o'er each peacefiil-tent, by cheering dreams 

Soothing the slumbflrs'oE tb^.impfttifiiit Jiost,:/; : i\\ 30/ ni. .:< 

av/iib 'Jilt fiiiv.' l«:iU hj[ii;nr.:» .von ir3;>r.3 IIA 

inuj'/i ion ^sJ^Jiul ol x(fi;(j li^ilJ dii;ia lli;!!*^ 
J>ioil Y*^o'g DflJ biflix; iijuxf« vi'ioi'/ Hi'T 
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ARGUMENT OF BOOK VIII. 

Morning. Meeting of the armies. A single combat of two of the chiefs. 
General battle of the English and Danes. Exploits of various heroes. The English 
are victorious, but their pursuit of the enemy is prevented by a storm excited by the 
Demons, who appear in the sfuxpes and ensigns of the Danish Gods. The angels 
counteract in some degree their delusive agency. Osmund Wooers his son. 
Return of the English to their camp, and festivities there. Alfred determines to 
ask a truce for burying the dead. Transactions of the Danes. Observing the 
effect of tfieir illusion, the Demons resolve to display to Guthrun an some futvrt 
occasion a more full vision of tlie Pagan beliefs. Night. 
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ALFRED. 



BOOK VIU. 



V. 1— 1> 



OC ARCE had the morning star his earliest beams 
Shot o*er the dawning east, ere from their tents^ 
O'er all the camp the English legions moy'd. 
Vigorous, and cheer'd with happiest presages. 
Amid the throng the chieftains pass, and range 
Their warriors for prompt march. 

The royal chief 
Delayed not long, but from his tented dome 
Issued, array'd in splendid arms ; yet first 
Prest on Elsweda's lips a tender kiss. 
And held her hand. Tears o'er her blooming cheeki 
RoU'd silent, and emotion swell'd her heart. 
For on her parting spouse she knew devolve 
England's l&st hop^i 

He to his varioiis stand 
Came ardent, and th' embodied host survey'd . 
Under their banners infetrsihall'd : which full soob 
He, bounding on his ekgev steeds led on 
With &r-resoundtBg V0iee in vast array. 
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.Standards innumerable waving shine Book 

O'er the throng'd nations, which the banded pow'rs VIII. 

Distinguish, as they move in squadrons dense v. 20-49. 

United ; steeds succeeding barbed steeds 

To distance infinite ; while dazzling spears. 

And plumed helms, and sliields, like one vast sea. 

Blaze as with fire, flashing b*er all the land. 

Clarions and trumpets, uttering martial noise. 

Echo o*er heav'n, and swell the neigh of steeds 

And choral strains of bards in ev'r}^ band 

Raising the songs of war. They move along. 

Numberless as the leaves that on the boughs 

Wave of some ancient forest, when the breeze 

Shakes from their surface the collected rains. 

With pow'r they rush, as- torrents firom the hiUs 

Pour roaring o*er the vales, that whelm along 

In their resistless course the woods and rocks^ 

When all the rivers, surging o'er their banks 

Deluge the land. Nor less the mingUng noise. 

The terror of their near approach, than when. 

Clouds heap'd on clouds amid the loaded air. 

Horrible tempests burst, that all the sky, 

Ulumin'd with unceasing flashes, reels 

With storming rains and thunders. 

England's King 
Borne in the van upon his conscious steed 
Intrepid moves : and oh looks back to view 
Th' embattled legions, while undaunted hope 
Swells in his heart and joy, that now at last 
Has come that hour when all her miseries past 
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His country shall avenge and end her woes. Book « 

Yet damps that joy a thought that ere the night VIII. 

Death in his cold embrace so many brave v. 50^79." 

Shall press on glory's bed. Thus occupied 

On lofty thoughts/ around him throng his chiefs. 

As when along the east the glitt'ring clouds 

Crowd round the rising sun, what time his rays 

Crimson the placid ocean, and the earth 

Smiles in morn's freshening glow. So pass'd the host ; 

Deeming by prompt attack and feigned retreat 

Forth from their camp f elude the Danish foie. 

Till on the open champain they may wage 

More equal battle. But no such pretext 

Th' impetuous foe allows, who now aware. 

Furious comes pouring o'er the ravag'd plains 

To meet their long-expected march. All tents 

Vacant gave up their habitants to urge 

Or witness deeds of death. Shouting they come. 

Clashing their shields, invoking warlike Gods, 

Disordered, that from far the region round 

Resounds, as wide their hideous bands advance. 

As when a herd of lions o'er the wilds 

Of Afric thro' the night terrific rage 

When on the wind their hollow thunders borne 

Alarm the land and fires ascend to heav'n. 

Fierce-panting for the fight they rush f oppose 

The English host, and glut their swords in blood ; 

As when a flock of vultures in the wind 

Sagacious snuff the scent of death, and wing 

Exulting their aerial way from far 
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O'er lofty mauntains and deep vales^ until Book 

They reach the plains bestrewn with dead, and gorge VII L 
Their hungry beaks in flesh. v. df^tn: 

Nor long their course. 
Ere obvious they discern the English pow'rs, 
Rang'd all in broad array of awful front. 
Where band on ban4 &r^glitt'ring on the vie\i^^ 
Stood firm as tow'rs : u{^fted on the sight, 
As where in sacred Fohi"s empiire old 
Pekin*s huge wall o*er steepest mountains reara 
Its giant bulk : then down thfi lowest vales 
Erects its pyramids, whose strength defends 
Mandarins, Bramins, Lamas, and the wealth 
Of thousand stately cities, from a foe 
Trooping from barreoi wild3 to gain, thro' blood 
Riches long-stor*d, and whebn disputed thrones. 

Them opposite, the Danish legions soon 
In wide battalion stood, ranging tlieir powers. 
Spearmen and archers, steeds, and mailed ^qI^ 
And mighty chiefe, in savage raiment hid, 
Tliat to th* astonish'd eye the host might seem 
Impenetrable, dazzling, a3 appeared 
The mountainous barrier of solid ice 
Shielding the nortliern pole, to the dash'd ga^ 
Of mariners when to explore new worlds 
They urge their daring prows,, and frmn the njast 
Far-stretching see, amaz*d, tremendoua isles. 
Indissoluble, cragg'd with frossei) ifocks: 
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Tlius stood awhile the adverse hosts, and gaz'd Book 

Fierce on each other in terrific silence, VIIL 

When ere the clarions in th* uplifted hands v, iu«— m. 

Blew the loud sound of onset, lo! between 
Both armies, followed by a train of chiefs. 
Imperial Oskital conspicuous came 
And from his high-careering steed with voice 
Audacious thus the English host defied. 

" Which of the English chiefs, ere joins the storm 
Of battle, dares with Qskital contend ? 
If any, come he forth : that 1 may give 
His body to the waiting wolves, and tear 
His crest presumptuous from his corse, to form 
Of his riv*n skull a polish'd drinking cup. 
Whence I may quaff rich mead to favVing Gods.** 

Him glorying thus the generous Alwin heard 
Indignant, and in front advancing bold 
His royal chief addressed, " No English heart 
Can fear yon boaster ! I appear, and glad 
Accept his challenge, under hope my arm 
Shall teach his humbled pride and all yon host; 
The pow*r of valour in the cause of right" 

So saying, and from his sovereign pleas'd assent 
Obtaining, with a band select of bards 
And noble thanes, witnesses of the fight. 
Proud he went forth, and on his prancing steed 
Met his insulting foe, to whom no pause 

Vol. L XX 
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His ardent courage yielded for delay Book 

Of further speech : but ere the trumpet ceas*d ' VIII. 

The signal of assault, his flamy spear ^^^^ 

Poising, he urg'd his plumed steed, and drove 

Full on th* expectant Dane. He firm received 

Th* impetuous onset, and with like career 

Rush'd on his fierce opponent, who that shock 

On the broad orb of his wide-blazing shield 

Sustain'd unhurt. Soon both receding flew 

More furious on each other; loudly rang 

Their hollow shields, together dash'd ; or ^note 

Incessant by their massive spears, that oft 

Wielded on high, upon the shivered crest 

Descend tempestuous, till the English chief 

Lifts in his mighty arm a fragment riv'n 

Of his unequal lance. Which seen, at once 

Fiercer his foe springs on him, fir'd with hope 

To verify his vaunt: bis aini perceiv'd 

Alwin eludes, and instant firom his side 

Drawn, waves aloft his flaming sword : in vain 

The ruthless Oskital his murderous rage 

Vents on his adversary, and his blows 

On blows reiterate, wasting all his strength, 

Pours vehement o*er helm, and shield, and mail. • 

For soon th* intrepid Alwin well prevents 

The meditated ruin : forward sprung, 

He marks a guardless moment, -and the force ' 

Of his huge falchion on his foeman's casque 

Dashes precipitafe : the pond'rous Mow 

Unhors*d th* infuriate Dane: bleeding he falb 
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With clamour. But not; thOTi the generous chief Book 

Tramples his prostrate enemy, but strait VIII. 

Down leaps from his proud steed, and on the ground v. 155-192. 

Seizing the haughty Pagan, to his feet 

Uplifts him, and his grasp maintaining firm. 

Deals not less deadly blows, instant returned 

By his recovered foe. Such seem'd the fight 

As when in Indian wilds a serpent huge, 

Provok'd by other roaming monster, starts 

Aloft, and instant round the guardless foe 

Enwreathes his spotted folds, whose stifling weight 

Crushes with violent grasp the yielding bones : 

Roaring in anguish then,, th' enormous beast 

Lion or Leopard, in his foamy jaws 

Seizes th* incumbent death. The desarts hear 

Yells and loud hisses load the shudd'ring air. 

So dreadful seem'd fl>is fray, till on the ground 
Prostrate th' enormous Pagan groaning lies. 
While from his wounded side a sanguine stream 
Flows fest. Around him throng his wondering band 
To save their chief. He terrible and vast 
Seem*d to the fixed gaze, as when a whale 
Perceives his bulk assail'd by hostile spears. 
And downward rolls, tossing in agony, 
With stormy rage, until ascending soon 
From his huge nostrils he upsends aloft 
Toi-rents of blood, wide-redd*ning the green sea. 

a 

Such seem'd the mighty warrior, ere Lis chiefs 

X X 2 * 
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From tW fierce conflict bore him to his lines. Boos 

All-pale and faint: while to his eager bands VIII. 

Alwin retum'd, and near advancing, caird " v, m-^^y^^ 

For instant onset 

Nor the royal chief 
Delay'd the dread assault, but while the sound 
Roird of unnumbered trumpets thro' the air. 
The English powers in dark battalion mov'd 
Onward from end to end. Horrible joins 
The shock of battle on th' opposing host. 
And loud the cry of warriors, as they meet 
Their foes in fight ; with sound no less and pow'r. 
Than waves of some tumultuous vanity sea. 
Sailing in lofiy over*arching surge 
Upon the broad side of a rocky isle. 
That totters to its base, with all its towns 
And woods, and hills. Fierce rag'd the clash of arms; 
Shields dash'd 6n shields : hauberk, and 'mail, and spear 
Commingling rang. Men {Mress'd on men. Swofds blaze 
Terrible flames, as on the crashing helms 
They fall, tempestuous. Steeds with armed breast 
Meet steeds, till gor'd with ghastly wounds, they sink 
In agony. Confusion, leagued with death. 
Reigns universal. Thousands trampled fail 
Thro' either host, and blood in torrents rolls. 
Such was the conflict of the adverse hosts. 
As when beside the pole, if rising storms 
Afflict the sea, enormous fields of ice 
Opposite-moving on each other dash 
In hideous tumult: shattered mountains fall 
Ruinous on ev'ry side, and thousand isles 
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Roll separated thro' the raging waves. Book 

O'er ail the heav'n a night of weapons hong, VII f. 

Flying in iron storm : barb'd arrows sang v. 2'24-25s. 

Frantic for blood : red-gleaming javlins sped. 

Like lightnings thro* the air, with ponderous force 

Slaught'ring where'er they fell. The deathful clang 

Resounding thro* heaven's vault scarce left the ear 

Discernment of the clarions* roar, or shouts 

Victorious of pursuing bands, or groans 

Of fallen ranks. Yet audible were cries 

Of Danes, invoking to their side the Goite 

Of battle, whose prompt aid they ask to send 

A thousand foes to Hela, and to lift 

Themselves to Valhall's palaces. The songs 

Of bards in either host conftis*d with noise 

Of instruments swelled sad the cries of death. 

As fiercer grew the conflict, and the earth 

Trembled beneath the press of charging steeds. 

And trampling legions, and huge heaps of slain* 

The glitter, tumult, roar of fighting hosts 

Seem'd (if with earthly scene they hold compare) 

As when at dead of night from murky clouds 

Incumbent on the Alps, broad lightnings flash 

Continuous glaring ; and the heav'i^-wide thunder 

Round their horizon rolling slow, at last 

Peals thro* the vales profound, and hollow eaves. 

Alone a prelude to the warned approach 

Of bursting earthquakes, which the mountainous range 

Shake from their dark foundations, and down hur^ 

Loos^i'd precipitate from skyey heights, 
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Fields of conglomerated snow and ice. Book 

That whelming forests, bridges, caverns, tow're . VIII. 

With formless ruins fill the bury'd vales. 

With such confused terrors flam'd, rag*d, fell. 

The battle. Havoc unappeas'd proceeds. 

Numberless was the slaughter. Many a chief . 

Of noblest birth lay gasping on the ground. 

Mingled with throngs of low degree. With ire 

Ungovernable swells the deepen'd fight. 

Furious alike, where'er the course might turn. 

Yet seera'd it most to storm, where 'mid the van 

Guthrun undaunted fought^ and thro' the ranks 

Impetuous driving on his gory steed. 

Came as in Eastern wars advances huge 

The tow'red elephant, who thro' a host 

Of prostrate foes invulnerable moves. 

While nations tremble at his single view. 

» 

Around their monarch contest fierce arose 
Of noblest warriors, burning to partake 
Dangers and death : . while as they proudly fought. 
From ev'ry mouth resounded high the strains 
Of martial song ; their fathers' sainted fame. 
Or their own stern resolves smiling to die 
Amid the gory battle, sword in hand. 
Shouting they cry that Odin to the war 
Descended, even now with Frea joins 
And the swift host of Valkyries to chuse 
The fallen brave, and on their glitt'ring cars 
Bear them to heav'n's bright halls. Here chief each host 
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For mast'ry strove, while fast on dther side Book 

Ranks mingling fell Raging with mighty arm VIII- 

Among the English host dire Frena, chief v. 283-311. 

Of many warlike powers, dealt hideous death. 

Dark o'er the plain the wounded warriors lay 

With riven limbs, as when tempestuous fires 

Have seized some ancient forest, elms or oaks; 

Stretched o*er the side of some extended bill 

Their blackened trunks remain, tho' all their boughs 

Flames have devoured. Whom in his mid career , 

Of slaughter Devon's duke beheld, and stem 

Advancing, thus addressed. 

" Insatiate,^ hold 
Thy murd'rous hand, and with an equal foe 
Contend, who boasts him bom of princely line^ 
Proud as thine own, but of less savage soul : 
For never thee woman with human breast 
Nurtured, but in somp forest or deep den 
A wolf has suckled with her horrent dugs. 
So fell and dark is thy malignant rage." 

To whom the Danish chief, ** 1 know thee weU,. 
Oddune, in battle fem'd ; and high my soul 
Swells with delight that to my arm at last 
Odin has sent thee. Me thine equal call 
Never, b\it thy superior own, as now » 

Thy fate, ere we two part» shall amply prove. 
Assist me, mighty Tyr, thou God renown'd 
In single fight. And thou, fair Queen of heav'n,, 
Stand at my side, and range thy splendid host 
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Of Valkjnics to view me instant send Book 

To Hcla's dismni world this dreaming wretch." VIIL 



V. 518-^09- 



Nor longer held they parley, but at once 
Each on the other sprang : their foaming steeds 
Shocked dreadful^ breast on breast : while high uprear*d 
Their mingling limbs entwin'd, as o'er the field 
Echoed the thunder of the fighting chiefe. 
Armour on armour clashing, but not long 
Endur'd their fierce encounter, for the spear 
Of Oddune, driven by his fiirious arm, 
Dash'd thro' his adversary's shield and mail. 
Piercing his breast. Reeling he fell with noise, 
Impetuous : and on earth essay'd in vain 
To draw th' inherent weapon. Ghastly smiles 
Complacent o'er his. visage flew,, and gleams 
Of transient lustre fir'd his closing eye^f 
While thus his falt'ring voice bis hopes expressed. - 

'* Joyful I die : I go to Odin's halls. 
Borne on his shining car. I shall advance 
Thro' Valhall's palaces witli numerous pomp 
Of rf;eeds and warriors in my service, slain, 
Array'd in rich attire. Chiefs, slain of old. 
Will on my entrance from their glitt'ring seats 
In honour rise. Gods shall with pride admire 
The gorgeous spectacle. Friends, fear not death : 
Die with your chief. Save but my bleeding corse. 
AVith it my war-horse bury and my arms. 
See ! high 1 grasp my sword — I die — I die/' 



545 

Kor did not hia fierce band the dying words Book 

Observe of their proud chief, but throngiiig round VIII. 
Tumultuous, from his corse the English host v. $4o-^t 

Immediate drove : while near him, ere his breath 
Forsook his pallid lips, his eager bards 
Struck to his feme the sounding harps, and sung. 

^' Farewell, great Frena, happy in thy death. 
As in thy life unequaird : henceforth lives 
Thy name in song. Boundless shall be thy fiuQe, 
like the vast Ash that overspreads all worlds. 
Rooted in hell, whose mingling branches hang 
O'er heav'n and earth. Thou go*st to Odin's halls» 
And shalt be ranged with Heroes to enjoy 
Battles and feasts, till tha;t tremendous day 
When Heimdal on the rainbow's top shall blow 
From his terrific trumpet a vast roar 
Rolling amid creation to convene 
Th' alarmed Gods : while from th' abyss beneath 
Surtur shall lead his blazing hosts, and all 
The miscreated monsters, nature's foes. 
Shall burst their chains, and sally thro' mid heav*!!. 
Then Odin thee shall mark with consciooa joy 
And call thee to his side, when Grods around 
Fly in confiision. Nor thy glory ends, 
Tho' heav'n and earth predestin'd fires consume. 
When Gods shall yield to fete. 6iml6 remains, 
Seat of the blest, where thro' eternal time 
Thy mighty soid shall commune with the brave^** 

Vol. I. yy 



346 

Scarce ceas*d the song, ere ranging thro* the fight Book 
The sovereign Guthrun to the spot advanced, VIII. 

Fury conspicuous in his eyes. Aghast vT^^^g^ 

He started back, so sudden to behold 
Lifeless extended on the ground a diief 
Far*fam'd in war. Instant his panting steed 
He quitted, and the dead man's clay-cold hand 
Grasping with sighs, his friend thus fond address'iL 

" Do I tjien lose thee, Frena, of my chiefe^ 
Bravest and best ? matchless in manly arts„ 
Whether to guide the fiery steed, or dart 
With pow'r th' unerring spear, or o'er the sea 
Steer sure thy star-led cpurse. But oh ! 1 see 
Glory yet claims thy soul. 1 see thy sword 
Gleam in thy blood-stain'd hand. What fete awaits 
The envied brave, but in the battle's roar 
To fell, transpierc'd with wounds, while wond'ring Godsr 
Look on, and Odin in his brilliant car 
Stands ready to receive the parting soul. 
And o'er the green worlds waft; it to the skies ? 
Thee ev'ry dame shall mourn, who sole the brave 
Love and revere. In ev'ry song the bards^ 
Shall chaunt thy name. And never shall my heart 
Thy worth forget, but emulate thy deeds. 
Yet unaveng'd thy death shall never be.: j ' 

Lead on, ye captains, in the goiy fight ! ' ! 
Slaughter shall tell our grief for Frenia lost*'** 

t « « 

So said« he on his ardent war-horse sprung 
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And led th' impatient. squadrons where the fight. Book 

Rag*d fierc^t From before their dreadful course VIII.* 

The English bands retired, for deep dismay v. 396-.4«5. 

Sudden o'erpow'r'd their he^rts^ such carnage round 

Amaz'd their view, dealt by the fi*enzifed arms 

Of multitudes, impelled by dark revenge. 

In vain their animating song the bards 

Pour thro' the English troops. Hianfi'id flies, 

Terrified, and his steps fiill many, seiz'd 

With sympathetic terror, swift pursue. 

Yet join not all their flight, • nor without cost 

Of many a gallant life this sad defeult 

Escapes. And ah ! lamented fate, as bold 

He rush'd th* assailants' fory to withstand, 

The gallant Berthun fell; a youthful thane 

Of noblest promise, by his numerous band 

And by his sovereign lov'd. Dreadful he came 

On his gore-spotted steed, wielding his spear 

With mighty arm, by his selected troops 

Followed, who aim'd sole to oppose the wrath 

Of Frena's train, by Gtithrun how led on, 

Join'd too by Sidroc, and the martial host 

Of Amund, kingly chief. . Whom, as they pass'd 

Resistless thro' thfe battle, soon perceived 

Berthun the brave, and to their triple pow'rs 

Successfully awhile oppos'd the force 

Of his intrepid band. 

Checked was the course '^ 

Of the proud-raging Pagans, till aware ' / 

Of his desired prey from mid the host ' 

Yy 2 
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Fierce Amund sprang, all-arm'd in brass, and swift Book 

As lightening, while the youth with numbers fought, VllL 

Hurrd on his sounding helm the ponderous weight ^T^^^ 

Of his huge falchion. Down the hero fell, 

Riv'n thro' the brain. Sleep overcast his eyes. 

Full many a tear his early &te shall mourn 

Where on the woody side of Axham*s vale 

His pleasant dwelling stands. In vain shall look 

At dawn or eve his tender wife to hail 

His glad return, but hopeless to her heart 

Press his fair image in her smiling babe. 

He fell, as by some murm'ring riv'kt's side 

The tow'ring poplar^ whose broad branches shade 

A rural cottage, guardian of its peace. 

Sinks crashing, and up-tears the flow'ry bank. 

Whelmed by the tempest; the defenceless cot 

Howls to the moaning wind : the bink behold 

Their nests, their young, in ruin lost : the bfeook 

Rolls o'er the tree whose image long it lov'd. 

For Berthun slain a general grief arose 
Throughout the EngUsh bands. Nor of his £ite 
Was fame th' unwelcome tidings to proclaim 
Tardy: which soon the English mcmarch's ear 
Caught, where amid the bsdtle*s distant roar 
Dauntless he fought. Frovok'd, and to the sa^ 
Deep-mov'd with noble rage and keen regret; 
Dreadful ite issued firom conflicting bands. 
And loudly summoning his trusty chie& 
Rushed to that scene of death. The noise of war 
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Was at his presence hush'd. Awful he camet Book 

As the grim monarch of the forest wilds, VI I L 

Who lodg'd at midnight in his den, if dark vf^s^T 

Hurricanes sweep along die thundering air. 

Awakes ; roird downward in tumultuous ruin, 

Rocks crash, and suddenly hot light'ning-fires 

Invade the secrets of his blood-stain'd cave : 

Then his red eye-balls glaring blaze : he stalks 

Howling to open air, with sulphurous flames 

Luridly bright, and with astounding roais 

Mocks the dread thunder and o'er awes the storoL 

With heart'ning voice th' indignant sovereign cheers 

The dubious bands and to his side invokes 

Osmund, and Oddune, Alwin, and the young 

Edgar, and many a thane who near them fought* 

His look inspir'd fiesh courage, and each heart 

Throbb'd high with ardour to renew the fight ; 

Rush tow'rd the gallant King innumerous bands: 

The summoned chieftains at the monarch's side 

Appear, and to their difTrent stations haste* 

As he directs, and soon behind the shade 

Of the broad kingly banner leading on 

Where deadliest rag'd the battle, move conjunct 

Indissoluble hosts* Nor obvious stood 

Th* astonish'd Danes. Flight and disordered rout 

Turned their overwhelmed pow'rs : while slaughter rag'd 

Ine£fably obscene and fiirious. Now 

Resistance none they dare, but fly dismayed. 

O'er all the field amid the Danish host 

Confusion reigns. Innumerable fiite 
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Despoils their legions. Hideous swells the din Book 

And storm of triumph beyond mortal thought; VIIL 

Nor seem'd the dread turmoil to cease, but still ^^^isf 

• « 

As ev'ning o'er the clouded skies drew on 

Her gradual shades, warning th' approach of ilight. 

More fierce the carnage grew. Heav'n with. the roar 

Resounded, and the champain swam with blood. 

The English monarch thro' the central van 

Pierc'd of the Danish host. They routed fly 

On ev'ry hand, by eqiial pow'rs pursued. 

And leave the field bestrown with banners, drench'd 

In blood, and helms, and spears, and shattered mail^ 

Red-gleaming in the parting rays of eve. 

Harrow'd with anguish at that fatal gight 
And torn with rage to inark their favor'd Danes 
Driv'n from the field of death, th' infernal pbw'rs • [ 
Hov'ring aloft in air^ their ponder'd thought 
Prepare to execute, nor longer stay 
Their needful aid to Guthrun and his host. 
Sailing o'er all the heav'n on cloudy wings . 
Forthwith from stores mysterious they infrise 
Darkness into the spongy air, and breathe 
Mists of grim influence from their viewless heights. 
Sudden-descending over all the sky, 
Clouds, heap'd on clouds by rising g;usts, obscure ' ' 

The straining gaze : and rapid night involves 
The total landscape. In vain the English pow'r» 
Seek their distracted way, such sable gloom 
Prevents the sight. Slackens the hot pursuit 
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The conscious angel-bands their arts apply' Book 

To quell the premature inroad of night, VIII. 

Wafted from wings of hell : but! these renew vTsiSSI 

Their hideous exhalations, nor the skill 

Fear of heaven's blessed sons, unus'd to arts 

So dire. Nor rest they here : but strait prepare 

Illusions bolder, higher, big with guile 

Of subtler import. Lo I before the path 

Of Guthrun and his host, as from the field 

Retiring they avoided final rout. 

Gradual disclos'd to view, from midnthe womb 

Of darkness, issued a majestic form 

AU-arm'd in gold, with hauberk huge and spear* 

Around his lofty brows a helmed crown ' 

Blaz'd radiance, brighter than the beams of noon. 

His mighty arm upheld on high a shield 

Of gorgeous frame. Sublime he stood, and leaned 

O'er a refulgent car, whose hollow arch 

Construct of burnished steel, glitt'ring as gems^ 

Held in its ample vault in splendid heaps 

Squadrons of bleeding dead, their crimson swords^ 

Grasp'd in their mailed hands. In shadowy traia 

Around the car, which glaring tygers drew,. 

Stood ranged celestial essences on steeds^ 

Sprinkled with blood, and pois*d on fiery wings. 

Lo ! on the left a certain Goddess form 

Sat in her beamy car, retired : her mien 

Matchless in beauty, yet with look severe. 

Spoke her the Queen of heaven. Fatigue might seem. 

Apparent in her air^ as late returaU 
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Prom scenes of caraage, where her de^in^d right Book 

To half the slaughter'd brave she sped to eltoni* V IIL 

Amazement seiz'd the Pagan host : their shouts ^7^^3. 

Tumultuous rise to heav*n» bb all the God 

Recognize, and to heay*n*s great King they sound 

Clamorous exult with voice and strucken shields. 

Then hush'd in wonder, solemn silence reigns ; 

Save where beyond amid the final rear 

The clash of armour from pursuing bands 

Sails on the sullen wings of sablest night. 

Rearing his giant-form, the warrior God 

Tow'rd the mid van inclined his awfiil eye. 

Where stood th' imperial chief, and seem'd in act 

To speak, nor long his mighty voice delayed 

Terrible exclamation. 

" Warriors brave. 
And thou, bold King, forbear dismay : compose 
Your all-disorder'd legions^ nor disdain 
Retreat I none accuse ; but rest content 
With the past slaughter. My capacious car. 
And the broad equipage of my iair Queen 
Already groan beneath a load of slain. 
Solicit not your thoughts now to prolong 
This work of death : lest your insatiate foes. 
Triumphant with new aids, of victory boast 
Unmerited. Chief now your efforts blend 
Best to retire from battle, and regain 
The living ranks, that for roiew'd attacks 
More prosperous you may save your weary pow'rs. 
Meanwhile my aid shall hinder the pursuit 



353 

■ 

Of your insulting foes. I will invoke Book 

Thor, mighty ruler of the air, to ope VIIL 

His vastrresounding halls, and on their host v. 5f *-6o«. 
Pour instant a destructive storm, which ye 
Strait shall behold, but shall unhurt escape/* 

So saying, he his radiant form outstretched 
Deep on a sable cloud, and high upborne. 
Extended o*er the sky his flamy spear. 
That seem'd a comet or the trailing blaze 
Of some huge meteor. Then with thunderous roar 
Of his exerted voice, shouting he call'd 
On Thor, his eldest born, predestined King 
Of the wide airy regions : and him bade 
Uncloud his halls magnificent, and forth 
Display to sight their heav'nly pomp : nor cease 
From their original palaces to pour 
Storms of unwonted thunder, fires, and rains. 
And blasting hails, and hurricanes, to whelm 
Legions of foes pursuing, but the Danes 
Protect with shadowy covert fipom their aim* 
Immediate at command, all heav'n disrob'd 
Of darkness to the dazzled gaze unfolds 
Thrudwangeres palaces, the domes superb 
Of mightiest Thor. Innumerable halls 
Various in aspect, flaming-bright, or veiPd 
In rolling vapours, to th* amazed sense 
Betoken'd pow'r, magnificence, and state 
Transcendently imifiense. Some might appear 
The dwellings of the thunder, some th* abodes 

Vol. I. Zz 
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Of gloomy tempests ; others might be deem!d Book 

The hollow caves of winds, or fieryi-red ' VlfL - 

The chs^mbers where the Hght'niiigs. hid thfeif stores, v. 605.-.(?3«.' 

Yet all by lofty columns were distinct 

Of golden frame, brilliant as suns, that rais'di 

Domes silver-roofed, with various stars inlaid. 

Within and o'er whose azure-tincted poinp 

Clouds floating play'd. Majestic was the view. 

Where'er the eye o'er all heav'n's open'd vault 

Could stretch its wond'ring gazie. Far in the midst; 

Within his awful palace sat august 

Upon his burning throne unconquer'd Thor, 

Cloth'd in his belt of pow*r, and in his hand . 

He stay'd his iron mace^ a mighty frame^ 

With which he tames the hideous habitanta 

Who range th* abyss of air, and those hqge shapes 

That dwell in fiery Surtur's g^t worlds, 

A cloud-compelling' chariot near him stood^ 

By four swift beings dmwn. Awful h^ rose^ 

And mounting his broad seat; gave loose the reins 

To their impetuous fury. His swift touch 

Opens on eV'ry side the sounding doors 

Or dark-expanding gates of thousand: halk: 

Whence all-invisible the roaring thundi^r 

Vollies thro* scatter'd cloudsi Red <light!tiing^ Qy 

Fork'd, or in ardent globes^ o*ey aU thehfiav*n« 

Winds rush tempestuous down withdisafTningiyMfle; 

And streaming rains, and hailst commix'd, descend. 

In solid deluges. Trembles the earth. 

Thor's palaces with vivid splendors shinier 
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Of meteor-fires. Resound their hollow roofs. Book 

And caves profiiund: their lofty pillars shake, VIII. 

While Thor tremendous-sailing thro' the maze 

Of his wide mansions his hot wrath explodes. 

Fury and desolation fill the air. 

As bidden by the sire omnipotent. 

The conscious God th* obedient tempest darts 

Sole on th' astonished English, fi*om whose view 

He veils the brilliant pomp^ and seems a night 

Of gloomy horror. But the routed Danes 

He covers with a silv'ry cloud, of pow'r 

To ward the dreadful voUied hurricane^ 

Unpierc'd. Transparent still, t^ these behold 

The vengefitl God exulting in his might. 

And witness all his rage. Astopishapient 
Palsied their sense, as gazing* to^^rd heay'n 
They stood like statues. 

Nor less wondef seiz'd 
The angel host such complicated pow'r 
Of dread illusion to behold reveal'd 
By the fierce sons of darkness. Yet to aid 
The English legions their immediate thought 
Arose, and to prevent their smallest view 
Of the terrific visidn, they expand 
A misty veil obscure, whose denser folds 
Scarce serv'd to shield the light'ning^s flaming wrath 
Or the full thunder's pealing continents. 

Dishearteti'd^ and by darkness and the rage 
Of the conflicting stonui confus'd and turned, 

zz 3 
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Most their collected pow'rs for swift retreat Book 

Prepare, and cease pursuit Th* angelic pow'rs VIII. 

Restore at length the dewy light of eve^ v. €6'>-i9i; 

And dissipated now th* unnatural gloom^ 
A genial twilight cheers the murky air^ 
Illumining afar th' embattled scene ; 
Till the receding vision onward leads 
The swiftrobeisant Danes, 

Them on the left 
Where their last phalanx ended, Osmund drove 
Unwearied, and by beaming light consoVd : 
Nor ceas'd the long pursuit, till near the verge 
Of their extended camp his pow'rs arrived. 
There, whether by some watchful angel led. 
Or happy chance, the gen'rous chieftain spies. 
Close on the outskirt of the tented fields 
A band of armed Danes pursuing swift 
One unarmed man, whom a deep-danging chain 
That from him hung bespoke some captive friend 
In pristine battle lost. Compassion sprung 
Immediate in his heart, and noble rage ; 
That instant to the flying man's relief 
He sallies on his rapid steed : and soon 
Dealing destruction from his Kght'ning sword, 
Scatters th* unequal crew : whom fled, he speeds^ . 
T' accost their meditated prey;. • Ah ! then. 
What words can paint the noble wsurrior's^ io(^,. • 
When in the hapless fugitive he knew, 
(Spite of the wounds that stain'd his &jce with gore^)^ 
His own lost son. Down from his steed be sprung^ 
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And in his arms the miserable youth Book 

Embracing fond, hung o'er him. On the neck VIII. 

Each of the other sank, with joy o*erpow'r'd, v. 692-721. 

And throbbing painful extacy, too full 

For words to utter. Silence lent to each 

Pause for most dear affection to express 

Rapture ineffable of either heart. 

Swifl to the ait^ of their lov'd chief had come 

His valiant band, when all with mute surprize 

... • ' 

Witnessing this endearing scene remained ' 

Tenderly fix*d in meekest awe. The fece 
Of many a vfefran warrior, brown with toils, 
Relax'd to gentle pity, till a tear 
Roird o'er his manly cheek, and ev'ry heart 
Felt the warm glow of sympathetic joy. 
<5rreatly were all delighted to regain 
The gallant Athelard, in war renown'd. 
And to his sovereign dear. Fervent they presi? 
Around him, longing from his lips to hear 
The full relation of his dangers past. 
Nor to their anxious questions does he stay 
Full answer, telling that the lot of war 
Doom'd him a captive in that dreadful fight 
By Wareham's walk : that with the Danish host 
Led hitherward, the blood-<]elighting priests. 
Of warlike Gods, selected him to wage 
Combat with savage chiefe, whence to infer 
Auguries for th* ensuing fight : and when 
Victorious in each tournament, he lefl 
No hone of nroso'rous battle for the Danes; 
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Their fierce revenge had doomed that with the dawn Book 

His wounded body, of his armour stript, VIII. 

And bound in chains, should on the altar smoke v. ts^^tmI 

A sacrifice to Odin, which foul fate 

He now, thro* aid of heav'n, by flight escaped. — 

All struck with dumb amaze the dreadful tale 

Listen, and soon the galling chain remove 

From his broad limb^. Tl^en on a warlike steisd 

Springs the recover'4 chiefs and proud beside 

His noble father rides^ in mutual Joy 

Lost, and surprize. 

A^l tow'rd the friendly camp 
Return elate. There now the English bands, 

Collected, their diminish'd pow'xs dispo^'4 . : .. 

Thro* the throng'd tents. B[is care tp yi^ ^ff>up4 : ; 

The generous sovereign pass^ y t^nji^f i^Qpthjesf , 

The wounded warriors : tlp|€iir heroic de^ds 
Applauds: relieves^ l^eir pain : with promise gls^ 
Exalts the hopes of al^l, fiud to higl^i ^ep^ 
Rouses of future glory. Thrp' the can^ip 
Now fame arose of Os]bu^>. tf^in i;eturj;]^*d. 
And Athelard regained, living, s^nfl sftfe». 

The youth, in fight dif|tiflguish'4* ^^^f^ bi?^ 
Was dear. Th,^,l^^pj^, ^ther, ^uji the son 

Late mourned as lo^t^ 1;l^i^s al^r.ynhop'd res^o;;'^* 

Th' impatient monarch sof^ ^cff^. Delight 

Throbbed equal in l^is. Ijip^yt,, ^^ greetings gla4i 

Deceive the time. O^t ^)c'c^. Jth^ yqyth ri^f^ts. , 

His strange adventures. Iij ^e sighfi g^ allj : , 

The gratefiil monarch. U?v ^h^. i)ew*%ypn^ <5hjef. . r • ■ : k ;. > 
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Presetits a full arra^ of annoiir, ricli BbOK ' 

With gold^ embosi'd with waoty a gem; and adds 'Vlll. ^ 

& prou(f rein'd stedd^*. terrific; 4i' the. fight, ; . v;wd^7ail 



Royally deck'd. 
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Proud triumph tbix>'. the camp: \ 
Reig^s general. At the festive r^gal board 
Appear th' assembled chiefe, and saore^ priests, 
Bards, and the honor'd female train. Beside 
The monarch on each hand was plac*dy as wont; 
A favored minstrel, prompt to sound th^ fame 
Of noble deeds. Gladly the King dispietis'd' 
The plenteous feast around, whom* opposite 
His lovely consort sat. She ey'ry eye 
Pleas'd by her gentle aets^'^ dsrdne ingpir'dl 
Gay mirth around, proving how. charniik Uk heart! 
Beauty with affable endearment joiti'd. 
Such the mild grace of her engaging nbiisD, ' 
As when in spring the modest hawiiibm' scents ! 
The joyous air with fiBgrehee, and delights . 
Th* admiring eye with her white chaplet, spread 
Sofi o'er her robe of greeii. Fair virgins beat 
To ev*ry chief delicious mead, and wine 
Of costly growth, ancjt.^d appiroving smiles, . 
Valour's dear guerdon. Choral bards begin. . , ! ' 
High songs of war, and in' resounding teiys 
Celebrate chiefs of nobler name. Thy deeds; 
Bold Alwin, roU'd in lofty strains. Nor praise! 
Was silent to the name of Oddune, great 
In fight ; nor Osmund, brave, benevolent : ' 

Nor Edgar, premature in manly pow'r : 
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Nor Harold, gallant and high-soul'd : nor thee. Book 

Lov*d Athelard, the answering harp declin'd VIII. 

To sound with swelling pomp, whik it attun'd v. jm^u.^ 

Thy acts and hard escapes. In ev*ry song 

£choed the name of Alfred, great in war. 

As on the throne of peace. To ev'ry chief 

The conscious monarch honour due ascribes. 

Hianfrid gently he reproves, whose flight , i 

All-sudden on the dangerous edge of war ; : 

Fatal events induc'd. The vainer youth /. 

Gloomily sat ; he yet his name in song 

Heard not and this reproof to his dark rage 

Added new stings. 

The thougfaitful sovereign aow 
Opes to the fiiU assembly his intent . 
By early dawn an embassy to pend 
Intreating from the hostile cainp a truce 
Of battle, while sepulchral rites are paid 
To the fairn dead. To his instruction high 
Anticipating England's future state 
When victory shall thro* her realm difiuse 
Desired peace, each heart beats proud assent. 
And longs for dayp of preconcertpd- gloiy. 
So wan'd their houm; 

• , T^ov less amid the Danes 
Reigns glad festivity. Amaze usurps 
Each throbbing breast with memory of the scene 
Beheld in heav'n. Extatic ferVor swells 
Their thoughts to loftiest hope, and joy in aid 
Of present Deities. The raptur'd bards 
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Resound &e praise of Odin, and the Queen Book 

Of Valhairs gloriesi and insatiate lust VII I. 

Awake of carnage. Thousand vows are heard v. 812^41. 

On ev'ry hand, amid the next hot fight 

To die transfixed with wounds, when the tir*d arm 

Has sent to Hela's realms unnumbered foes. 

This savage rage the demon pow'rs perceive 

Where on their secret flight they hang on high. 

Observing what effect Satanic arts, 

Unfolded, on the Danish spirits raise ; 

Nor now unanswered se^ms their fondest wish. 

Exulting they behold the Pagans' thoughts 

Sublim'd to.fiercest frenzy, nor despair 

Thro* such infiiriate instruments to win 

Full victory, such novel ardour fir'd 

The warriors' heart, to see amid their war 

The Gods themselves engaged. 

Now to his host 
Th' infernal monarch tells, that soon as pause 
Of battle shall allow occasion tneet. 
He deems it wisdcnn to display to sense 
Of Guthrun, thoughtful chief, in vision vast 
The fancied worlds of Odin, and the scenes 
Of wonder through creation, by the bards 
Taught and rehears'd in solemn strains. Whence thus 
Inflam'd with credulous awe he may arouse 
His followers to yet fiercer height of rage 
Nor cease the maddening tumult, till the foe 
In irresistible destruction whelm*d 
Yield all the land to its just conquerors. 

Vol. 1. 3 a 
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All praise the deep design : and plot to mairk Book 

Fit time to execute their dark intent. VIlL 



Now o*er the world on silent pinions flew 
The sable-coated night : nor yet the moon 
Opening her shadowy chambers from the east 
Look*d out with golden eye. To welcome rest 
Throughout the English cteip the chiefi retire ; 
But not Hianfrid. Sullen^ and inilam'd 
With disappointed rage, he sole remained 
Watchful within his tent and ponder'd deep 
Thoughts of revenge, and dark conspiracy, 
Yet mask'd with guile. Longing lie hopM for DM^m, 
That with remarked ocdasion, he might seilse 
Some unsuspected trial of attempts, 
Doom'd in his gloomy miiM. 

With lustre DBieek 
0*er the serener heaven aiigelic shapes 
Floated, from eat& tinmen, ^ yet mingling oft 
Their starry-vested legions, as in torn 
They met, while under their protective wings 
The &ivor'd nation dept, end socking dretfms 
Cheer*d their sweet slumll^ to iOMgia'd'^i^^ 
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ARGUMENT OF BOOK IX. 



Hianjrid, having solicited permisnan, is sent with a Jlag of truce into the 
Danish camp. Here Jie contrives to get admittance into the tent of Kenxoulph, 
qf whom he darkly enquires what would be the reward of a revolts Net finding 
an answer from Kenwulph agreeable to his xvishes, he goes to Oskital and is 
promised power *and dignity. The object of the truce being granted, the English 
dead are interred. Funeral song of Berthun. Alfreds contemplations and advice. 
The Danes also . bury their countrymen fallen in the late battle. Obsequies of 
Frena, and song of the bards to his memory. During the night, Guthrun visits 
the tomb of Frena, and invokes Ids ghost to favor and assist the Danes. By 
the illusion of the demons, the ghost of Frena appears, and announces to, Guthrun 
that Odin is about to display to him the glories of Valhalla. Odin appears, and 
after entrancing Guthrun, shews him a vision of the Gothic heaven. During the 
display, Odin gives him correspondent advice inciting him to fierceness, and 
presents him with celestial armour. They return to earth, Guthrun inflamed 
to a high pitch of enthusiasm and fury, enters the Danish camp. 
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I300N as the orient morning's upward beam 

Had ting*d with gold die lark-s dew-glitt'ring wings 

Singing amid the rosy clouds, arisen 

Hianfnd to the regal mansion hastes, 

Where as inspired with anxious zeal to free 

His name from hated censure, and regain 

The monarch's favor, earnest he intreats 

That in th' approaching embassy himself 

May own a place, nor mid the camp remain 

Object of scom^ till worthy deeds may win 

Merited honor. 

To his medc request 
The sovereign, ready to forgive, nor prone 
To mark a &ult acknowledged and deplored 
Yields glad assent Instant the active thane 
Prepares th' expectant heralds, ancient bards. 
Clad in their flowing robes and in their hands 
Bearing the sacred harp. Their honored train 
Hxanfrid, and his wont companion-friend 
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Harold the brave, conduct, and solemn wave Book 

The snow-white flag of truce. Them soon the King IX. 
Instructs from Guthrun and th* associate chiefs v. sq-m. 

Tb ask a day's becoming rest of war. 
Till in their last sad beds the fallen brave 
i^hall decent be inhumed, nor on the earth 
All red with gore deform the face of day. 

As taught, the ready embassy proceeds 
Strait to the hostile camp : and soon approach 
The tented dome of its superior King, 
Their peaceful ensign, as they pass, from all 
Commanding rev'rence due. Their mission strait 
They open to the Pagan chief, and ask 
The truce desir*d. The thoughtful King delays 
Inmiediate answer, but first dooms to seek 
Of holy prophetesses sage advice. 
If even short cessation of the war 
Will now be grateful to expecting Gods. 
The sacred dames appear at call, and hear 
The purposed embassy. Forthwith their hands 
Unfurl the magic Reafen, while with voice 
Of charmed song their murmuring lips invoke 
Attendant spirits to reveal by signs 
The will of fate. Nor such their pray'r preferred 
Heard not the watchful demons, who aware 
Of direr mischief brooding from afar 
Against the* faithful pow*rS, with joy prepar*d 
Responsive omens, for they sought delay. 
Vigilant they expected, that meantime 
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The Danish fleet immense should o*er the waves Book 

Steer its swift course to Exham's tented shores, IX. 

Bearing innumerous aids of banded hosts *^^^^ 

Eager to join their fellows, and overwhelm 

Th* unconquer'd provinces. So deeming, strait 

On wings unseen they sail around, and touch 

With dark mysterious hand the wavy folds 

Of the broad banner. Instant as with life 

Gifted, the sacred bird exulting lifts 

His sable wings, emblem of pleas'd assent : 

Which plain response the holy dames proclaim 

To all th' assembled throng. The willing King 

Now to th* expectant embassy assures 

His promise to concede their meet request : 

But first detains awhile the herald-bards 

Thro* fond desire to hear from these the strains 

Of martial song, as utter*d by his foes. 

Pleas'd, and with festive eagerness, he calls 

His own high«honour*d train of bards, to mark 

Alike th' unusual lays, or with contest 

Of their own powers, to rouse the swelling pomp 

Of warlike melody. 

Them thus employed 
Hianfrid (marking glad th' occasion) asks 
Permission from the King to leave awhile. 
Feigning desire rather to see and hold 
Converse unwont with Kenwulph, chief once known. 
Ere to the Danish, rule he joined his powers. 
Ready the King assents, and to his side 
Adds a conducting guide, who may escort 
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His passage to the Mer^jaa leader's tent. ; i Book 

Together these depart, ajod sooo arrive IX, 

Tlie glittering dome of Kenwulpji, princ^ly-4w5k'i!l, . v,^9^m. 

Before whose entrance splendid Tufas wav'd. 

Ensigns of royalty* Hianfirid here 

Announc'd, bids wait awhile hi^ guide, until 

Himself return, as from the spacious tent 

Kenwulph forth issuing the ren»efnber'd youth 

Accosts. A gloom of sorro\f , in his jnieu ; : ; 

Apparent, damp'd the friendly words of joy 

Uttered by the revolted chief. Apajrt 

The youthful thane strait asks that they r«tiire^ 

Where unobserv'd he safely may disclose , . 

Thoughts of deep import laboring in his heart* >« » 

Within the ample tent both turn direct, 

Where others all removed, and ev'ry guard 

Secur'd of closest privacy, at length. 

Mysterious evil brooding in his look. 

And with half-falt'ring voice, the Thane thus i^poke. 

•' Imperial sovereign, fellow-warrior once. 
Dare I in memory of former friendship 
Utter to thy discreeter bosom thougl^iits , 
Conceived by others than thyself, yet scalw^ 
With doubt expressed. But he assur'd, there are 
Within the English camp, T say not whot, 
What chieflains high and prudent, that admire 
Rather th^y conduct, having join'd thy pow'rsi 
To the more potent side, whose countless ho6t» 
Invincible, deriding opposition, soon 
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Shall jflill subdue these realms^ and dire rerenge Book 

Wreak on their foes pervewe. There are who thee IX.> 

Applaud, and thy example envy much v.'ios-ik 

Rather than waste in perils and in wars • - 

Yonder their \iris dtHl hazarded, exposed 

To toils and suflf'riiigs infinite, with chance 

None of success, of honour, or reward. 

Yonder we gain no pow'r, no envied glory. 

But constant must obey one zealot man. 

Intent on fancied schemes of future peace. 

Wealth, greatness, glory, sole in his own thought 

Existing : but who others' merit owns 

Never, or not rewards : perhaps whose pow'r. 

Abridged by our bold foe, may not extend 

Duly to compensate heroic deeds. 

Here thee, whom higher hopes have hither led. 

We see a King : before thy splendid dome 

Wave high the glitt'ring T41&S, emblems proud 

Of royalty : and to thy stately pomp 

Obedient trains stribinaft. What then, if sochi. 

Following thy grdftt ^kample, other ebie^ 

Should to th' opposing host conjoin their pow'rs ? 

Would their reward prove equal io thine own P*' 

i 

With air dejected and ft sigh deep-heaV^d 
From his full heart, the Mercian chief replied. 

'' Alas ! that my seditious deeds allure 
Others their sad example to pursue ! 
Ah! much-deceiv'd, unocmscious youth, dispel 
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Thoughts of such import, in their consequence Book 

Hideous and terrible. Deem not this shew IX. 

Of sovereignty, this idle empty glare ^^i^ 

Of titled royalty, can e'er repay 

The loss of inward peace. ^ These splendors yield 

Never one moment's comfort, while the thought 

Of my past guilt, and treacherous baseness, steeps » 

In keen remorse and conscious agony 

My wearied senses, without hope, or end. 

Ill have I bartered for the name of King, 

Innocence, truth, and honour lost ! My heart 

Upbraids me still, and ever to my ear 

Whispers the name of— villain : that I hate 

The light of day. 1 lay me down in grief. 

I waken in despair. The festive board 

Yields me no joy ; but I remember still 

That I am scorned of all : by all the good 

Hated or overlooked. Here I remain, 

Aw'd by the savage Oskital, nor aught 

Can Guthrun, chief of nobler nature, soothe 

My troubled mind. Would that I could return 

To duty, and resume my former state ! 

But that remains not No ! hence be that thought ! 

How would each meanest eye glance secret scorn 

On all my steps, while Alfred all should love 

And hail the father of his country. Oh ! 

Dismal reflection ! — But I must endure, 

And die despis'd, a traitor to my country. 

Too credulous young man, let me dissuade 

Any to purchase with a doom like mine 
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This form of honour^ underneath whose garb Book 

Despair lies hid, and all the spectre-shapes IX. 

Of misery, to torment th' entangled soul. v. 166-194. 

May my severe example serve to warn 
Others to shun, not imitate, my steps/' 

He ended ; and deep gloom overcast his mien. 
Hianfrid, disappointed, silent rose: 
Yet other thoughts revolving, as he left 
The princely tent : for from his purpose, fear 
Of future conscious pangs deterred him not. 
Here filing, he revolv'd if ere he let 
Occasion slip, he safely might reveal 
His meditated hopes to some high chief 
Among the Danes, of pow'r to aid his views. 
On Oskital at length his wavering thought 
Fix'd, as most opportune, from whose fam'd wealth 
And not too scrupulous honour he might hope 
Assistance in his aim : for much he fear'd 
Lest Guthrun, proud and martial, might disdain 
Th* unwarlike proffer and reject with scorn. 
This doom'd, he bids his prompt attendant lead 
His steps to Oskital's abode : which soon 
They mark, proud-glitt*ring with majestic state. 
Announced, th' ambitious thane the princely dome 
£nters, not void of fear, but in his hand 
He grasp'd the snow-white flag, honoured of all. 
Apart within his tent the gloomy King 
Lay on his couch, not yet from ghastly wounds 
Recovered, by the arm of Alwin dealt 
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In single figlit. Around him rarious dameS, Book. • 

Skiird in the cure of wounds, dispensed their tare: IX. 

Whom strait remov'd, soon as the dynast «aw vA^i^^iL. 

The peaceful banner, sign of message high,* ^ 

Hianfrid to his couch approaching rfoir 

Opens in brief his traitorous thought, and asks. 

Should any other chief from motives wise 

Seceding to the Danish part,' pursue ' " 

Kenwulph's example, if a like reward 

Of splendor and the titled name of King 

Should crown the bold emprise. To whom with voice 

Falt'ring, as if in pain, the Dane replied. - 

" Not only should the chief immediate rule 
Hold over subject powers : but when his aid 
Had leagued with us yet sooner to subdue 
The realm of England, and divide its spoils. 
Then should he royal dignity enjoy, ' 
Reigning o'er conquered slaves: While^ we would take 
Dreadful revenge on our inveterate foes. 
For I abhor the coward English, bent 
On peace and liwiy arts, unworthy ttien. 
Me deem not by an English arm o-erpow'r-d, 
Tho' Gods averse, or fate,, may late hare giv'n 
A momentary triumph to my foe. 
For unrelenting, unsubdued, I mean 
Again to try hi& prowess, dnd to wheilm ' ' ' i. i:'^/^v 
In fierce destruction his ^ort-beaming glory. 

.At ' • • • ' ♦ 

From the proud King th* ambitious tt«atitf tu^ri'*^ ,f/f .'o » 
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Joyiftjtto hear his profl[jis^iy|Bl;ni»;ithv heart Book 

AppSail'd with terror ^,}^ ^^f^ts a,ustere. IX, 

lfpw,tWv4^Ps^fef3W'8 ^om^ th' atteodant leads., v. aaa-as^i. 
Thro' many a range of war^^ ^^Ph. i^hefe bands . . 

Bright'ning their gory a^fpqaf^ or aaa^cy'd 
In rearing altars to ^jriOpii^.^ods, ^ ^ ^ . ^ ; 
Gaz'd on the passing rf^r^pg^y jfith st!Bj:n.lo9k, 

Yet harmed ii«i;fl^^i{tJBii^ 

Thought of his caplj^f^ cplj^^jjj^ . 

To mark their piteous, ^|fltp- , : 3ppD tl^py.arrive, ; 

The royal tent, whei^^'ipajestic Kiflg ; 

Still occupied th^y; Qpcl^^^Jji^t^ng strains 

Of warlike import, and^^^^lv/^unding lay / 

Applauding as it rolPd. 

• ; ].;:{;. . nr,.,-, ^TU' cxpectant txalu 

Now by Hianfrid le^ . wb(0$e face assum'd 

Deceitful smiles, .^ i^Qptilje confines leave ; 
Nor their glad course [dday till they arrive 
The English camp« Here soon is spread aropnd 
The issue of their nussion and. the news 
Of truce obtained. Forthwith on ev'ry side 
The pious bands prepare funereal rites 
For their fall'n coUeagues^i and in hollow ahields 
Bear portions of green earth to raise aloft 
Their honourable mounds. Then to the field 
Where lay the breathless warriors they proceed. 
Accompanied by ev'ry chie£ and trains 
Of sacred priests! anray'd in spotless robes. 
And a lov'd female tbrcxig, whose beauty wore 
Th' endearing mien of sorrow. Nor delay 
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The active warriors o'er each -fallen finend -^^ ' Book • 

To raise his earthly monument^ and pldce r :. |X. 

Near him his blood-stain'd arms. Grief's milder sighs ^T^S^f 

Affectionate, and many a silent tear 

Bewail their fate. Religion's ministers ;;.:.:. 

Breathe calm to heav'n their fervent orisons, • :.. 

And near each tomb th' expected bards attune 

The songs of fame. O'er Berthun's death-cold corse. 

Lamented chief, his mournful followers rear . .1 

A lofty mound, conspicuous o'er the plain, » ^ 

To which, the last sad obsequies perform'd. 

Bards of chief note approach, and on the harp 

Aiding the voice resound the hero'd feme, 

... . . , 

" Moum, mourn, ye brave : fall'n is your gallant pride ; 
Berthun renown'd is fall'n ; the tear humane 
Check not, that droj^s upon his honour'd tomb. 
Ye saw full oft, when mid the thickest fight 
His azure banner stream'd on high, and shewM 
Amid its gold-deck'd folds the pictur'd hawk. 
Victory's sign, that call'd from far the bold 
To share high deeds of glory. Ye have seen 
When like an oak that mid the warring winds 
Smiles with uninjur'd majesty, he strove 
^Vith hostile multitudes; lifting his shield. 
Broad as the rising moon, but as a rock 
Steadfast, behind whose mighty bulwark stood 
His dauntless pow'rs: nor thus defended, fear'd 
The roaring storm of battle, nor the waves 
Of foes on foes that as a surging sea 
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Came pouring on in vain. His awful sword Book 
Hurrd lightnings on the foe, burning with death. IX. 

From his red anlace fled the trembling sons y. ?«2-3iz. 
Of Odin, and implored their Gods in vain. 

« 

He darted on his prey, as from the clouds 
The broad-wing*d eagle stoops on lamb or fawn. 
While his resounding voice from far inspired 
His troops, as rolling to their ears it came, 
like thunder over heav*n, but call'd their paths 
To certain victory : to th* astonished foe 
Terrible, as the howl of wolves amid 
Wide pathless forests, when at night they bay 
The shudd'ring moon. His glaring hauberk drove 
Impatient squadrons, as before the gale 
Autumnal fly the withered leaves ; dispersed 
As insects sporting in the beams of noon. 
But fallen is their terror. Hark, ev'n now 
Exultingly they shout. — " Abaodon fear ; 
On, on to battle ! Berthun is no more ! '* — 
Ah ! mournful is that sound — he is no more ! — 
Yet his example still survives to rouse 
The sons of glory to majestic deeds. 
Amid the secret vale his beauteous wife 
Pines as a solitary flow'r, whose stem 
Unpitying winds have stript of all its bloom. 
She mourns her tender husband lost, whose love 
Shed soothing influence o'er his happy home. 
As the sofl moon-beamb cheer the whispering vale.' 
Yet from that home forlorn ere long shall spring 
Another stock. His in&nt son shall hear 

Vol. I. 3 c 
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Joyful his father's fame, sxid, emulate Book 

His noble deeds. Grieve not, afflicted fair, IX. 

And you, ye sons of valour, cease to mourn. vfa!^^ 

For in his country's cause the hero died, 
And tho' firom earth removed, shall sure enjoy 
His meet reward of bliss in heav'n, amid 
The bosom of the generous and the good." 

While thus were occupied the fervent bands, , 
Amid the plain the monardi-warrior pass'd. 
Indulging, as he rov'd pensive and slow, 
Sublimer thought. In strong emotion rapt. 
His mighty mind ponder'd the heav'n*^hang'd stats 
Of his fall'n friends : the awful attributes 
Of man's immortal soul : silent revolv'd 
His own immense designs, yet immature. 
And, wond'ring, own'd the maze of Prpvidenoe 
That ever out of evil perfects good. 
Yet oh the King with meek humility 
And winning condescension would address 
The lowest of his soldiers, whom if known 
A worthy man, the duties of his place 
Performing well, he honoured m a friend 
And fellow-warrior. Ofl the tranced mind 
Of listening multitudes he would inspire 
To solemn hope of fiiture heav'nly bliss. 
And while themselves surviv'd, that they should see 
Won for their country peace and happiness* 
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Banish despair, (the royal chief would say) 
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And bear in mind that without eril mix*d Book 

Nothing or good or great is giVn to man, IX. 



This earthly scene is but a transient stage v. 341-371. 

Of trial, that for nobler, better life 

Prepares us, if we cherish virtuous deeds. 

The friends whose loss we mourn, fall'n in the cause, 

Of their dear country, liberty and heav*n, 

Are but before us gone to share rewards 

Of heav'nly happiness. Toil, pain, and care. 

Are doom'd oh earth the price by which we gain. 

And must preserve, whatever dear we hold 

Or prize as estimable, so to train 

And exercise our lives in patient virtue." , 

Each has his part assigned, to ev*ry man 

His proper duties giv'n, and ev'iy man 

Obedient, good, wins in this glorious* cause 

Immortal honour : and from earth removed. 

If by these feelings led, shall sure obtain 

Communion meet in heaven with those bright trains 

Of faithfril angels, who' in virtue tried. 

Glide thro* the worlds of light in perfect bliss. 

These from above men's weak contentions eye 

Averse, or with superior looks of pity. 

As knowing all but creatures of one kind. 

Bound on one jojimey to an earthly grave. 

Yet meant for various scenes of happiness. 

Or misery, as on earth their various works 

Have fitted them to rank in either state. 

Then cherish hope : beav'n sure must be our friend. 

Since 'tis for heav'n we fight ; and with its aid, 

3c 3 
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We yet shall live to see our country's weal Book 

By our own toils atchiev'd^ and all our hopes IX. 

With ample consummation crowned. Be firm, yf!?^^ 

Be brave, as wont. Life kept for misery 
And foul dishonour sure is nothing worth. 
Lost in the cause of virtue, it remains 
The noble price of victory and the bliss 
Of England and your sons to latest time." 

Thus wan*d the hours, till now the softened light 
Of evening tinged with gold the dewy air. 
Nor less among the Danes religious zeal 
For ev'ry fallen hero framed a tomb. 
Wide o'er the plain, directing pious rites. 
The chieftains stray. In lofty mounds are laid 
The breathless warriors, in their armour clad. 
And near them shield and spear repos'd. Full oft 
Within the stiffened hand is plac'd a cup 
Gold-tipt, triumphant guerdon from the crest 
Torn of a conquered foe, which they may lift 
With honour in Valhalla's festive halls. 
The sacred priests attend around, and loud 
Invoke th' almighty Odin to defend 
These graves by holy tomb-fires hovering near 
From sacrilegious rapine. Obsequies 
Of solemn pomp inhume the last remains 
Of Frena, ftdlen chief His stem-look*d pow'rs 
First on a rising mo6nt, from far beheld. 
Heap a tall mass of earth : then in its womb 
They place their leader's honour'd corse : around 
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A silent multitude admiring stands, Book 

Thro* whose thick throng with wonted pomp is led IX, 

The buried heroes war-horse, in array ^«i^^ 

Of battle rich-caparison'd. Beside 

The lofty mound they lead him : then approach 

The priests, who lifting their fix'd eyes to heaven. 

And uttering to the Gods mysterious pray'rs, 

Plunge in his heart the knife of sacrifice. 

Prostrate on earth, the bleeding steed they lift 

Near his dead master ; and around them place 

Armour, and ornaments of gold, and cups 

Won from the scalps of &llen foes, to grace 

Their splendid entrance into Odin's courts. 

Closed the huge sepulchre, the bards advance. 

And to the sounding harp attune the song 

Of ftune, in memory of the hero dead. 

'^ Awake, immortal melodies : float sok. 
Ye heavenward breezes, let the tide of song 
Roll on your wings a mighty warrior's praise. 
Frena, the great, the powerful, borne on high 
Beyond the summit of heaven's arched bridge, 
£nters Valhalla's mansions. He in fight 
Fell sword in hand, nor left in vain the hills 
And pine-clad precipices, where he held 
Kingly dominion, ere his thronging ships 
Bore his collected pow'rs to England's shores. 
But peace and calm content could never hold 
His noble spirit confin'd. With pow'r and rage 
Terrible as Niord, when his vast voice 
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Bids the dark-swelling ocean fertile tlae stars ^ \ .. Book 

And calls the frighted Gods^ he furious cawe JX. 

To seek his foes. Omnipotf n^ 9? Thqr v.^o^se. 

Who in his hand the blasting thnnder sw^^ys 

That voUying shakes the: skiesj the hero bui^t; . 

Upon th' astonished land. Aloag the bestiCh .; . 

Stood his collected hosti suJbliiPQ as tow'15, r 

In armour brilliant as.thi$ pal^K^es 

Of Odin, roof'd with. goldeft shields. They pQwud. 

O'er all the plains^ treioeiiddiiSi asi the siiov , 

That froni four comers of thie world shalil rush. 

At once, and darken heav'xi* the destined: s^n , , 

Of that tremendous tinac ^nrijvld^ whien Gpd^. 

Must yield to ruin. Thepi theijr 9ipnarch led 

Burning in flamy steel, and t© the vi^w . : . . 

Seem'd Surtur, horrid K|n^; ^Ijikeifi he shall head^ « 

From mid their^ world of fire the giants huge 
Of Muspelsheim, bla^gu^ ip^ su^^ 
Against his foes th' iippetupus hero. drove. 
Fierce as a meteor sallies o'e;r th^sky; . ; * 
When ev'ry sea-wave; glares, with ;^^^I;id^ght, 
He sat upon his steed, brilii^t as ck^y, ; ,,. < 
The son of night, whq on, his shmin|[, horse 
Rides o'er the world afliji from his, splendid mwfifi, , 
Shakes radiance. In aipaz^ h js. pow'rless foes 
Stood palsied, and beheld; his xushiiig po,w'rs 
Terrific, deathful, as^tjjwe gplfy j^wB 
Of Niflheim's dark^abode^ wl^eFe.iu vers roll 
Anguish, and tempest,, an^d perditioo. These 
Drove on with clamour, furious as. the winds 



383 

Roar thro' the mountain caverns that alarm Book 

The trembling savage in his inmost den. IX. ' 

Beneath"lhe mighty chiefs resistless arm v.^^eoLisgi. 

Fell his proud foes, as from Norwegian hills 

By tempests torn, blown from the thuhd*rttig deep, \ 

Riv'n crags descend, heap'd high With ice-bound sn6W* ' 

Amid the fight he rag*d with awful voice 

Loudly resounding, sis the northern seas 

Roar mid opposing isles' ^tid shake the towers ' 

Of Odin's stately city and the woods 

Of ancient Funen. Scattered legions fled 

Confus'd along the plain, as when in storms 

Collected navies, borne on mountainous waves. 

Soar o*er the main, till wiidm^d on rocks and shoals 

Their floating fragments spread the surge afar. 

Amid the bloody torrents stalk'd the qhief. 

Disdaining death, till his last hour arrived. 

He, by the Valkyries exaking maik'd^ 

For honourable &te, fell asi a rock 

That overbrows the deep, by rushing^ tides •* 

Long undermin'd, with horrible uproar 

Sinks 'mid the swelling ocean. Death to him 

Delicious came, extatic as the love ' ' 

Of the chaste virgin, when with eager arms 

After some hard-fought day she to her breast 

Receives her gallant hero^ and her eyes 

Beaming blue lustre, gtizing fondness, speak 

Her silent transport. Boundless ^lall his fame 

For ages last, extensive as the glance 

Of Odin from his throne^ when he surveys 
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All wwlds : yet fairer than the evening star^ . Book 

Who ere approaching night ascends the skies IX* 

On her dew-shedding steed, tiiro' soft-hued trees "v^^^i^ 

Pours her mild beams serene. Immortal song 

Shall still renew his name, as the green pine 

Waves his fresh branches in the show'r of spring. 

Nor here shall end his glory. Vying bards 

In presence of heav*n*s King shall sound his deeds^ 

Unceasing, thro* Valhalla's courts gold-pav'd." 

Conspicuous near the tomb, the monarch-chief 
Stood, and with joy listened the song of praise 
Tun'd to the memory of a much-lov'd friend. 
Fallen in war. Now o*er the busy plain 
The thronging multitudes advance, and raise 
Aloft with mighty labour pond'iDUs stones. 
Monuments of the fight, whose pillar'd bulk 
Might to the passing traveler long recall 
The scene of blood, and point the warrior's graves. 
On ev'ry hand the sov'reign gen'ral moves, 
Inspiring solemn ardour, for he spoke. 
Where'er he pass'df of never-ending fame^ 
Glory, and rich dominion to be won 
On earth by toils like these, and after death 
Eternal bliss in heav'n, the bright reward 
Of valour, tried amid the bloody field. 
That England's total realm should own them Lords : 
When banishing ignoble peace, and arts 
Unworthy heroes, war, unceasing war. 
Should flourish thro' the land, the certain gate 
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Opening admission into Odin*s halls : Boor 

Nor ample spoil should fail: these fertile fields IX. 

Should yield exhaustless plenty : well exchanged v. 519-546. 

For icy hills, and savage-haunted woods. 

While in that mean religiorfs room, professed 

By their blind foes, their own bold feith should claim 

All men as votaries, and should uplirc 

Proud altars to their Gods on ev'ry plain. 

Now o'er the cope of heav'n soft-winged night 
Had drawn her starry veil, and shades obscure 
Declined upon the earth. The scene of fight 
The warriors leave, and thro* the general camp 
Prepare the feast The chiefe convene, as wont, 
Within their sovereign's tent, and there partake 
Around his festal board princely regale. 
The flesh of deer, and oxen ta*en in spoil, • 
Steams plenteous o'er the table. Virgins hand 
To ev'ry hero the deep-curved horn, 
Inlaid with gold, or skult of spotless^ white, 
Fill'd wi^ rich mead. Proceeds the splendid feast, 
While baards with warlike song inspire the hop6 
Of never-with'ring feme. Converse 'enmes. 
While each his taught proposes ior th' array 
Of fiiture fields, ftnd chiefi debating form 
Their coming plans, by mom to be reviewed 
In solemn council, and as wont 4xmfirm'd« 

r 

Swift flew the hours, till o*er the silent woiid 
Night held her mid dirniinion. All retire 
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To their dark-curtain'd domes, seeking repose. 
But GuthmUf pressed with sorrow, and intent 
On lofty meditations, sleepless sat 
Awhile within hb tent : then passed unseen 
O'er the dim field of death, till he approached 
Alone and pensive the high-shadowing tomb 
Of Frena, fallen King. Awhile h^ stood 
Silent beside the grave. Awful appeared 
The scene around. Now was the dreary time. 
The dead of nighty when swift the flitting stars 
Shot o*er the troubled sky. Uncertain clouds 
Roird dark before the moon, whose shadows huge 
Mov'd slow along the earth. The wolTs deep howl 
Sounded from far. Hollow the dismal wind 
Moan*d thro' the waving woods. The boding owl 
Flapped by, and to the startled thought gave sign 
That now the hour had rule, when spirits of night 
Roam o'er the world, on various doom of evil 
Charg'd to mankind. Fronting the charmed north 
The monarch stood, and solemn with his spear 
Touch'd the new tomb. Heav'nward he rais'd his &ce. 
Dim-seen beneath his helm* The moon-beams shew'd 
O'er his stem features an unusual tint 
Of paleness spread, that spoke the lab'ring mind 
Inrapt in earnest thought Whom thus intent 
The demon pow'rs obscrv'd, not without awe 
Mov'd at his mien. They recollecting strait 
Their former purpose, instantly concert 
Fulfillment of their deep designs. 

. The King 
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Swelling with high emotion vents his pray*r. Sock 

IX. 

" Ghost of departed Frena, friend belov'd, v. sii-eos; 

Whether thy soul yet hovers o'er this earth. 
Or seated near the throne of Valhall's King 
Enjoys sublime pre-eminence, my voice 
Invokes thee. By thy fame in songs of bards 
Eternally inroird, by thy high place 
Won in the ranks of heaven's inhabitants, 
By all the bodies of thy countrymen 
Slain upon England's plains, by Odin's love, 
By the dark gates of hell, thee I adjure. 
Hear me, oh! hear. Be- it thy. holy care 
In ev*ry scene of deatti to watcb the host . 
Bereft of thee. Them to the fitvburing love 
Of ev*ry God commend, but to the God. 
Of battle chief, that never fear may taint 
One Danish heart, but to the combat all 
May rush, disdaining death, and sword in hand 
Fall in the bloodr<lrench'd field, each in his hour; 
Marked by the watchiul Valkyries. Whence all 
Shall in due time enjoy commuhidn proud ... 

With thee and noblest heroes, , stnd 4>artake . 
In presence of heav'n*s King extatiflifeaslsi; m ;/ 
Drinking rich mead from skulU of &Uen ioe& i « 
Till by celestial battles long.matur'd i ' * • 

For nobler enterprizes, they aspire 
From her original enemies to guard • ' 
Assailed nature, and when worids shall sink 
In final ruin, for reward to win 
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Gimle's abodes, aad neverHendingjoys*''— 

Instant slow-roljing o'er tbe lofty tomb» 
Thick clouds descend: amid whose meteor-fires 
Pale-flashing, dim appears a shadowy shape. 
Of awful view : formless and dark, it seems 
To the bewilder'jd gaae a being arm'd 
Obscure with mighty shield* beclropp*d with blood. 
Near its vast, transient tiodb^ appears to rise - . 
A spear, and as at times the winds. upraise 
Its flaky locks, to ^ight is dow revealed 
A death-pale visage, wearing like the looks 
Of Frena, when alive^ The raooni scarce shed 
Her beams on the dread:image« In its. shades 
It stood, and bending^ forth its jfleeting arm^ 
A moment glanc'd upjon the earth its eyes 
Liivid, like stars that fading quit the night. 
At last a hollow voice thus broke the air. ' I i 



Book 
IX, 

V. 006—632. 



" I hear thee, nighty King ; and thb' my spirii 
Now holds converse with heav'nly beings, mark 
Thy pray'r. The Qods wifbh'&var thee tefaold« 
Be firm ; prepare ; §ar hark I 1 teli thee now. 
That won to share thy glorious enterprize, 
Ere to Valhalla's gUtt'nng htHs^ I fly, 
A God will deign to speak with mortal man." 

So saying, swiftly vanishVi. as to air 
The dreadful shape^ Amid expanding lighl 
Sublimer visions on tbe sight arMe» 
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A stupefiictive trance o'erpow'r'd each sense Book 

Of the awe-wildec^d King, as fix'd he stood, IX, 

Meekly adoring, while the veil of night, v. ess-eeil 

Withdrawn, amid the open'd air displayed 

To his enlightened eyes the pomp of Gods 

Preparing to depart to . Valhall's courts. 

Conspicuous, arm'd in steel, with clashing noise 

The God of war capie striding over clouds, 

A pillar huge of fire ; likest a storm 

Overshadowing heav'n, pregnant with sulf^rous flarne^ 

His golden shield beam'd like the setting sun. 

His dreadiul sword was in his haild.: his look 

Might wither armies ; and upon his crest 

Death sat, too terrible to view. Around them throng'd 

Valkyries arm'd : and chariots bright and steeds 

Innumerous waited near, that bore alike 

Celestial sh;apes, or fill'd with hosts of slain. . (.'• 

Tyr, God of single fight, scarce curbed awhile 

Th' impatient ty gers, ready now for flight. 

That bore the chariot of heav'n's mighty King* 

Approach'd the Omnipotent, until he stood 

Near the prostrated chief, to whose rapt ears 

These awful words like bursting thunder roird. 

'' Hail, Guthrun : fear not : thine heroic deeds 
Odin approves, and seconds thy designs. 
Thee in my favor high I hold. Come then : 
Enjoy a glorious meed, to living man 
Yet never granted. Tow'rd heav'n's glitt'ring coasts 
£v'n now I part with my celestial train. 
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Bearing from eartk my prize of heroes fall'ii^ Book 

Grasping their swords in the last bloody fight IX. 

Ascend with ns : for thou shalt now receive 

Ocular proof:, that taught thou may*st inspire 

Thy countrymen, and to their sense relate 

All thou shalt see, all that for ev'ry man 

Bold in the cause of valour is prepared. 

Fear not: unharm'd thou shalt to earth return, 

Ere the first glance of early morning shine. 

And in Valhalla's courts I will present 

To thy delighted hand hear*n-temper*d arms. 

With which in future fields tnou may'st contend • 

Invincible, and all thy mighty aims 

Accomplish, — ^Rise — ^leap to thy feet erect." 

So saying, the God with his protruded sword 
Touched the prone chief: a sudden rapture thriird 
Thro* all his limbs, of earth unborn. His frame 
Seem'd all*intranc'd. Led by the Deity, 
He to a lofty chariot sprang ; whose reins 
Th' intrepid Tyr swift>«ei2'd and to his seat 
Ascended proud, all-arm'd in radiant brass. 
That loud-resounded as beside the chief 
He took his place. 

Wing'd steeds displayed abroad 
Their vans, awaiting signal to depart : 
While all the bright procession in array 
Marshal their awful pomp, ready alike 
For their celestial Voyage. Round the scene 
Th' intranced monarch cast his eyes, and saw 
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The shAdowy form of Frena toward the car Book 

Ascend of Odin, where in crowds appear . IX. 

The ghosts of warriors, bloody, pale, each shape v.^m-^nsiiK 

And visage in the troubled memory 
Fresh of the Danish chief: for all had Jate 
Followed him to the fiel4 of death. Where'er 
He look'di each heav'nly being seem'd to bear 
On steed or car heroic shapes, their swords 
Gore-red, dim-gleaming thro' a veil of clouds. 
Soon to his throne sublime heav'n*s King advanced. 
And with his flamy sword^ like thunder, smote 
His shield, the sign for his throng'd host to move. 
All strait obey : and urge their transient course 
Thro' the mid air : in order due they sail 
Wide o'er the skies ascending, and below 
Survey the countries of the various earth 
Swiftly recede, as over each they pass : 
Th' amazed monarch of his partner God 
Enquires. 

'^ In what dominion of the world 
First shall we hail the fiery bridge of heav'n ? " • 

To whom benign the God. " Wait but awhile : 
Soon o'er the middle of the earth high-rais'dt 
Above Asgard's proud fortress, 'mid whose tow'rs 
Frequent the Gods descend and thro' the air 
Perform their various errands, we shall view 
The burning arch that to the realms of light 
Leads up direct" He scarce had spoke, when lo ! 
Beaming before their eyes firom either end 
Of heav'n in vast expanse a coloured bow 
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Rose high, that as they nearer drew admiring Book 

Seem'd all construct of solid fire : from far IX. 

Rainbow in aspect/ such as mortal men v. ra-^^a. 

Behold when showVy clouds oppose the sun, 

Now its contiguous frame to sight displayed 

Divinest art, which of concentred flames 

Had wrought a massy bridge, the glitt*ring road 

For Gods 'twixt heav'n and earth to pass at will. 

Under its radiant vault a thousand hosts 

Rushing conjunct to battle might have mov^d 

With order undisturbed. 

Aloft wide-biaz'd 
Near the broad confines of apparent heav*n 
A fortress huge, built on the dazzling arch. 
With towers subUme, impenetrable, vast. 
And ev'ry martial work by art of Gods 
Thro' many an age invented for defet>ce. 
Th* enraptur'd chieftain much the work admired, 
As on the frame superb he fix'd his gaze. 
When thus his high companion. " Yon bright fort 
Who^e warlike structure so attracts thy view 
Is Heimdairs vast abode, the Sentry-God^ 
Whose sacred charge is, as thou know'st, to guard . . 
Heav'n*s entrance from th' assaults of* mijghty* lbes» 
Oft sallying from their worlds beneath, in hope 
To storm her mansions ere their destined time 
He knows their pow*r, and mindful of mrprize 
Sleeps less than birds that guard their young : he looks 
A hundred leagues around : and lifts on high 
A trumpet, whose vast roar sounds thto* all Worlds. 
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But neither this stupendous bridge, nor aught Book 

Strong or terrific in yon fort inclosed, IX. 

Nor substance thro' all nature, must intend v^Si^Ttf 

Bg^istance, on that last tremendous da}^ 

Twilight of Gods, when Loke's fell progeny, 

And all the sons of MuspelPs fiery world. 

By Surtur led, leagued with the giant host 

Troop'd from aerial deeps, shall ©*er the earth 

Burst in wide flaming ranks, and this huge arch 

Crushing beneath their weight, invade heav*n*s tow'rs : 

While Gods and hosts of Heroes numberless 

Shall strive in vain to ward destructive fires, 

Hurl'd over all Creation/' 

" Awfiil time ! 
Returned th' attentive monarch,'* " well may then 
Th' Almighty Father to his blest abodes 
Lift, and inure to battle, heroes tried 
In valour, to contend with foes like these ! " 

Thus as they talk, the gorgeous pomp ascends 
The broad and gold*bright road, resplendent morfe 
Than that fair starry way in heav'n, sumam'd 
The Galaxy : and past the fort divine 
Moves in long train. The conscious Deity, 
Who there held residence, the passing state 
Honours veith blasts of sounding alchemy 
That shake the basis of heav*n's vaulted bridge ; 
Till near its centre now arrived, behold ! 
Th' amazing prospect from below unfolds 
Full on the view. The hero lost in awe 

Vol. 1. 3 E 



394 

Gaz'd downward, while his prompt associate shew'd Book 

With pointing hand the system of the worlds, IX. 

Visible thence. Beneath the central arch v. •zw-sos. 

A mighty citadel deep-reach'd, until 

It touched the middle of the earth, outstretch'd 

Below in various prospect, which appeared 

A ponderous globe, within a vast abyss 

Floating of serene air, and girt with seas. 

" That is the citadel of Gods," exclaim'd . 
The heav'nly shape, " Asgard its name, whence oft 
They issue thro' the air, and o'er the earth. 
Bent on good offices to man. But mark ! 
Where betwixt earth and heav'n, the dark-brow'd night 
Sails on her shadowy car, drawn by her steed 
Rimfaxe, from whose mane and foamy bit 
Hoar-frost and dews drop o'er the earth. The moon, 
Within his variable chariot thron*d. 
Waits on her pomp, with all yon train of stars. 
These first speed round the world. Day follows next. 
Celestial child of Night, whose fulgent state 
Skinfaxe draws, fair steed, that waves abroad 
His golden mane, illumining the air 
And all the earth. Yonder thou may'st discern 
Their confines, chang'd with light and dark. The sun 
Thron'd in her chariot, work of Odin's hand. 
Attends Day's moving splendor. Swiftly fly 
Both sun and moon, endangered still, for foes 
Pursue them ever, wolf-like shapes, that seek 
Them to devour, their prey, and sonaetimes reach 
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Each tardier light. Then struggles fierce ensue. Book 

As thou hast seen, which to the darkened world IX. 

Cause those dreed eclipses, when conscious men v. eo9-.»3s. 

Strive with deep noise and clamours to affright 

The monsters from their grasp. — Cast now thine eyes 

Afar beyond the north <rf earth's broad globe, — 

Yon darkly-gleaming, rocky, ice-heap*d piles. 

That seen at times amid tempestuous air 

Frown on the brink of night, arc Niflheim's worlds 

Th' abodes of woe and death, where Hela holds 

Hideous dominion, and dark' rivers roll 

Poison, and tears of coward men, who there 

Eternal-tortur'd float. — ^Now thwart Ih' abyss 

Carry thy vast survey, far past the south 

Of the terrestrial ball. Yon lurid firres 

That reddening glare amid dim-clouded space 

Shew Muspelsheim's dread world, where Surtur rules 

His giant-legions thro' vast realms of flame. 

Their armour and their element, to Gods 

AwfuUest adversaries. — All between 

These distant worlds, lies an immense abyss 

Of calm and serene air, in which hangs pois'd 

'Earth's globe, the vessel of the ages, built 

By pow'r divine of old. Thro* such expanse 

Aerial, dwell the giants of the frost. 

Who there roam unconfin'd, and proud construct 

A ship, which on the last dread day their chief 

Rymer shall steer upon earth's ocean, swelled 

In storming deluge over all her climes 

By the huge serpent there inclos'd, whom Fate 
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Shall then to a terrific spectre change^ Book 

Joining heav'o's congregated enemies. — IX. 

Hence, as thou see*st, we gain a shadowy glimpse v.899-m7. 

Of nature's various worlds ; but our £unt view 

Holds no compare with Odin's clear survey. 

When in his heav*nly city *bove our heads 

High-rais*d upon his blazing throne, he eyes 

Creation througli, and marks the various works 

Of all its habitants. — ^That city soon 

And proud monarchal throne we shall behold/' 

So as he spoke, th* ascending state had reached 
The climes of heav'n, while the translated chief 
Perceived around irradiate air, that breathed 
Extatic influence : and his eye was seiz'd 
With prospect of unutterable glories 
On ev'ry hand. A city first they pass 
Close on the frontiers, where the fiery arch 
Pontifical conjoins those beamy realms. 
And mark admiring its huge garrison. 
Gleaming of solid steel : which soon the God 
Announced as Himinborg's aspiring tow'rs. 
But these scarce held their view : for now arose 
On the rapt sight, sublime in fields of air, 
A fer-refiilgent city, o'er Asgard 
Vertical and the earth* its gorgeous frame 
Built of pure silver, and uplift displaying 
Imperial palaces with golden, shields 
All-roofd. Superb-exalted in the midst, 
Magnificence all other fer surpassed 
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(That else had shone pre-eminent) a throne Book 

Of blood-red columns rais'd^ with arched dome IX. 

High-overhung, more dazzling than the sun ^^^TT 

Setting at eve amid the crimson waves. 

Might seem that all heav'n^s riches were profus'd 

0*er this triumphant glory. Sov'ran powY 

Blaz'd in its aspect, and bespoke the God 

Who there dispens*d dominion. Nor the chief 

Waited to hear this as the throne announced 

Of heav'n*s high King, which its own pomp proclaimed. 

He knew the Godlike structure, and with awe 

Hail'd Lidskialfa, fam'd on earthy there call'd 

Terror of nations : and the city knew 

Valaskialf, of Odin lov'd abode. 

Which pass'd, &r spread on either hand he seea 

Many celestial cities, wanting none 

Majestic garrisons. In each appear*d 

Beings of shape divine, who thronging came. 

To mark the proud procession, as it passed 

Thro' heav'n's wide regions. Alfheim's tow'red walk 

They pass, abodes of glorious essences^ 

Bright as the rays of noon. BreidalUik next 

For beauty fam*d they mark, where Balder holds 

His kingly 'palaces, the radiant son 

Of Odin, prime in eloquence and grace ; 

O'er whose cerulean pillars were inscribed 

Verses that fervent-utter'd could recall 

The dead to life. Next Glitner's flame-hued spires 

They in their course approach, whose mansions all 

Beamed of pure gold, with silver roof 'd, where held 
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F6fset6, Balder's son^ bis splendid courtSt BoolC 

Ever employed to reconcile disputes IX. 

Of Grods or heroes. Now their pomp arrives v. m-^. 

That holy city, capital of heav'n. 

Where all the Gods hold residence, each day 

Hither resorting on fleet steeds or cars. 

With purpose to consult on nature*s works 

And the decrees of fete. All glories here 

August were met : empyreal' courts^ and domes 

Enshrined with regal ornament, adapt 

For heav'n's potential governors. Advance 

Full thro' the midst of this metropolis 

The stranger cars, and cross the central plain, 

Ida sumam'd of Gods, on which- appeam 

The hall magnificent of purest gold. 

Where twelve deputed judges daily sit 

Around a throne rais'd for heav^nTs puissant King 

On lofty seats, deliberating there 

Celestial government^ and to dispense 

Justice to«^Gods and men* In this fair clime 

They mark the GoddessHnansion, Vinglod nam'd. 

Abode of love and friendship. Beams around 

Each shape to female beauty dearr ; and grace 

Still-varying charms the gaze. Immortal flow'rs 

Bloom ail in sight. Music usurps the air : 

Doves sit on bowers, bending with nectar*d firuits. 

Cooing their notes of love to melody . 

Of other warbling birds that deck the groves, 

Or swan-like sail on silv'ry lakes, whose breast ' 

Reflected grandeur blent with rural scenes.' 
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Here stands the palace of heav*n's matchless Queen^ Book 

Goddess of love and beauty ; long sumam'd IX. 

By the celestials, " union of the world." vT^s^wf 

Near which proud seat, attracted next the view 

The artists' glittering hall, dear to the Gods, 

Where furnaces wide-blaz'd, and anvils rung, 

And sounding hammers, with all instruments 

Meet for the forge : for here fam'd artizans 

Wrought for the Gods in gold, or brilliant stone. 

Or poUsh'd wood, armour, and chariots rich. 

And ev'ry work apt for the field or dome. 

Now first with rapt amaze the Danish King, 

Whose sense yet other wonders had absorbed, 

Perceives aloft a tree immense, whose arms 

Wide-branching overhead, roof beyond sight. 

As with a verdurous canopy, all heav'n. 

With all her cities, ev'n the fiilgent throne 

Of Odin, thence conspicuous. Strait his thought 

Remembers that fame-honour'd Ash, by bards 

On earth nam'd Hydrasil, with hoUest awe 

Ever expressed, whose triple-parted root 

O'er heav'n, o'er Niflheim's world, and o'er the earth 

Was sung difius'd. To his admiring look 

His Partner-God yields answering speech, and tells 

That this is that transcendent, awful tree, 

Shadow or image of Eternity, 

Or Pow'r Supreme, omniscient, yet unknown. 

Which in its vast embrace contains all heav'n 

With all her continents, and Go6$, and men : 

One root fix'd here, another over earth 
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Extending downward thro* £he v^ abyss. Book 

Under which second root deep-hidden springs IX. 

The fount of truth and wisdom, and the last v. wa— w. 

Wide-spreading root borne over Niflheim's world, 
Shadowing the realms of dea'di, where coward men 
Are punish'd everlastingly. 

Deep-feft 
Astonishment inraps the laboring mind 
Of Guthrun, pond'ring such supernal pow'r. — 
To join the bright procession on its way 
Tow'rd Valhall's palaces, the Gods now throngs 
And Goddess-train from out their starry homes. 
These leaving strait their orient capital 
Pass near its confines a wide-salient spring. 
The fountain of time^past, upon whose brink 
Shines a superb and much rever'd abode 
Dwelt by the Fates, three sister-virgins, nam*d 
Past, Present, and Future, who from this fount 
Draw water, and to ev'ry man dispense 
His destiny and age ; to some men good. 
To others evil : whence these pow'rs may well 
From men claim admiration high and pray'rs. 
The King had heard their station, and ador'd 
Their attributes. His sociate Deity 
Tells now, that intervening object none 
Will stay their course, ere they arrive the fields 
For battle destin'd, spread around the tow'rs 
Of Valhall, beaming fan Joy all his frame 
Pervaded, that to soon he should behold 
Th' assembled heroes, during many an age 
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Translated into heavU Book 

Strait they perceive IX. 

Green champains, wideoutspread^ teeming with flow'rs v!M^ion! 
And richest herbs, bloodrfed : for these the plains 
Were to the King displayed, where in array 
Of martial splendor from Valhalla's courts 
Effus'dy innumerable heroes mix 
Each day in fight, and all the storm of war 
Provoke, till evening's shade, when all the dead 
Rise up unhurt, and back to their wide domes 
March to partake luxurious feasts, and quaff 
Mead from the skulb of foes, o'ei^wVd on earth. 
Across these spacious scenes th' advancing pomp 
Proceeds, and strown around on ev'ry hand 
Perceives celestial amour, shields and spears 
In conflict riv'n, and many a vestige plain 
Of furious carnage, there atchiev'd. 

At length 
Appear Valhalla's glories. From a&r 
Innumerable gates blaze on the sight, 
Ldkest the purple doors whence on the worid 
Aurora from the dbambers of the east 
Lets out the sun. Tow'rs, oi^umns, monuments. 
Flaming with orient radiance to the clouds 
Rise, and o'er^eacb victorious trophies, plumed 
Standards, and kingly tu6s, and ensigns 
With gems or crescents all tnneard, and wove 
With tissued light, in rich expansion wave. 
Whose silvery wings cretite a beamy heaven, 
More splendid than when Hesperus leads on 
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His starry host. At sight of which, his shield Book 

Th* Almighty Father strikes, whose awful roar IX. 

Announc'd, as wont, his proud approach, while all vriois— 1047. 

The new heav*n-wafted ghosts upseot a shriek 

Of eager acclamation to behold 

Their future blissful home. Skilled in the sign. 

Forth from Valhalla's courts thro' countless gates 

The hosts of conscious warriors rush to meet 

With seemly state heav'n's mighty King, all cas*d 

In wide-resplendent arms on plumed steeds 

Caparison'd in gold, in numbers more 

Unnumber'd, than the ocean waves that rise 

Successive-dancing in the rays of moro* , 

Trumpets resounding, and the neigh of steeds 

Deafen with warlike noise the air, while all 

The gorgeous pageantry in union vast 

Enters superb pavilions, pav'd with stars, •. . • 

Whose cieling, of refulgent shields compact, 

Within its ample skyey-vaulted cope 

Held thrones innumerous and order'd seats 

Of sapphire or of crystal, but more rich 

Than eastern Sultan spreads, when wond'rii^ realoEis - 

Behold his regdl state display profus'd . » • ' . ' J j . 

All India's gather'd wealth. . . . - . 

To solemn seats . 
Approach the whole procession ia array; . 1.^ 1 ..: , 
While all the stranger ghosts with honour due ' ]• 
Are led by Deities to lofty thrones. . , .. « 

Th' all-beauteous Frea and the Valkyries 
Place in conspicuous range her boaisied half, 
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Borne from the field of death. Then heay'n*s high King Book 

In sight of all th' assembly tow'rd the midst IX. 

Leads Guthrun*s tranced frame, and him to all vu^^i^ 

By name announces, as a mighty chief) 

Of heav'n high-favor'd, and enjo5ring now 

Honours to living man yet never shewn ; 

Translated before death to view th' abodes 

Of blissful heroes, whom his wars on earth 

Shall soon increase with many a legion, MVn 

In bloody fight. For his victorious arms 

Shall soon a broad and fertile isle subdue, 

Albion far-fam'd, and o*er her gore-fed plains 

Raise warlike altars to admiring Gods, 

Till the dread twilight come, ending all worlds. 

All hail the chieftain, and with ardent look 
Survey him, high-applauded. Extacy 
Thriird thro' his ev'ry sense, and in his eyes 
Sparkled delight, as mid the joyous host 
He mark'd full many a warrior-shape, on earth 
Once known in fields of fame, now on whose helms 
Shone diadems, their valour's meed. Him soon • 

A former Danish King, his country's boast. 
Of bards the darling theme, himself a son 
Of song, whose crowded ships had o'er the main 
Spread terror, and with slaughter died each shore, 
Regner, great name, approach'd, and by the hand 
(Himself announcing) seiz'd the awe-struck chief — 
Communing with him strait, the death-chang'd King 
Relates, that ere his earthly life expired, 
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HimMlf bad felt the glorious hope to win Book 

With sword and fire England's all-beauteoua realms^ IX. 

Fairest of isles, and lay her people low, ^?T^SiS 

Food for the wolves and eagles, till the land 

For Odin had become the favored seat. 

Perpetual scene of wars, but England's King 

iElla, a foe of savage cruelty. 

There held him captive, and by serpent stings 

At last assail'd his life. There he had learnt 

Fate govem'd all things, and to him forbade 

A glory, sole reserved by destiny 

And will of Gods for Guthrun, honoured name. 

Who these high acts atchieving, should at length 

Fall mid the storm of fight, and soon partake 

Valhalla's glories, which to win, no pangs. 

No earthly sufF'rings, were too hard to dure. 

High swell'd the living monarch's soul to hear 
These words transporting, and in all his thoughts 
Conquest then seem'd presag'd ; while other dead 

Obeisance due and honour to his state 

* 

Offer around. 

Meantime heav'n's awfiil Sire 
Ascended his empyreal seat : from whence 
He moderates the councils of the brave. 
And rules their vast assembly. Nor he seem'd 
Less than Olympian Jove, when thron'd aloft 
'Mid the celestial pow'rs, his awfiil brows 
Nod his unchangeable decrees, and shake 
All heav'n. 

Majestic to his side he calls 
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The Danish monarch, end in view of all Book 

Takes from his treasur'd stores coruscant arms^ - IX. 

Cuirass, and belni, hauberk, and pliant mail vTu^n^. 

Divinely wrought, and to th' adoring gaze 

Expands an ostentatious shield, where art 

Had every form of warlike terror spread 

With matchless dignity. Smooth-flowing greaves 

And gauntlets ne|ct he brought, and in his grasp 

Uplifting all, to the extended arms 

Presented of the wond'ring chie^ whom awe 

And extacy absorbed, while to his ear 

This high injunctioii came. 

'^ Receive, bold King, 
A pledge triumphant of heav'n's high regard. 
These glorious, godlike. arms, which wear on earth 
Intrepid, knowing them to mortal stroke 
Invulnerable, till that destined time 
When to thy conqu'ring host all England's realms 
Shall yield o'erpowVd, and thou and thine shall qioil 
Her rich dominions. Which great tadc at<ihiev*d. 
Remember ever thy commissioned chaise 
By sword and fire t' extirpate from her soil 
Christ's despicable faith, and in its room 
Plant worship of cmrselves and full belief 
Of all these blissful glories which thine eyes 
Have seen, and still shall view. Whence in due time 
Fast-spreading like a. deluge from the loins 
Of the disburthen'd North, this martial faith 
Shall all the world convert^ and thus embroil 
All countries, and all m«i» in endless w^urs. 
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For this high duty be it thy proud meed Book 

At last to fall amid the gory field IX. 

Transpierced with wounds ; thence after death to live v. 1137-1165, 

Enroird in songs of bards, while borne on high 

In my attendant car thy soul shall rise 

To these blest regions, and partake these joys, 

Till heav*n*s last twilight come. Then after worlds 

Have sunk in ruin, when ourselves must yield 

To our predestined foes, thou shalt survive 

For ever, high-remov*d to dwell amid 

Thy brave companions, fall'n on earthly fields. 

In Gimle*s boundless heav'n of light and bliss. 

But come : ere thou depart to earth, the feasts 

And wars of heroes shall delight thy stay; 

And yield aibretaste of thy fiitiire joys." 

So as he spoke, harmoniods music rose. 
On wings of extacy from thousand harps 
Of heavenly minstrels : chief from Braga*s shell, 
The God of song: in liquid concert joih'd 
By warbling flutes. Signal not unobserved ; 
For at the sound the vast assemblage rdse. 
And mov'd in order toward the festal haJl 
Divine, where stretching o'er the sight appeared ^ 
Tables immense with ev'ry dainty spread 
Provoking appetite, and luscious mead 
Mantling in many a skull of spotless white. 
Or golden goblets, foaming broad around. 
At equal intervals a Goddess train 
Stood of fair Valkyries, waiting th' array 
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Of mailed heroes at each sumptuous board. 
All take their seats, and on a sep'rate throne 
High elevate, the universal Sire 
Assumes his state; whose. spiritual essence needs 
Sustenance none, save from th' enlivening fumes 
Of heav'n-press'd wine. Swift to his lofty crest 
Two ravens fly. Spirit and Memory nam'd. 
Wafting the news of all things thro* the world 
Passing, while he with i&v*ring eye o'erlooks 
The genial pleasures of his ha{^y hosts. 
These throog^d.pattake magnificent regale^ 
Delicious flesh of boars, on earth admired. 
And quaff at large fi!om deep bapacious skulls . - 
Won from the scalps of foes, - riQh^parlding mead. 
Th' admiring Guthrunlall the scene observ'd 
Deep-mov'd, and knew all as he heard proclaimed 
In songs of earthly bards. Nor ^il'd he then • 
To join the splendid reyelry, :aad taste : . • ».: ! 
Celestial food, while to bis honoUr'd hand 
The Valkyries present a golden cup, . 
Exclaiming, '' Freely dTink : no surfeit fear. 
Nor vacancy, for from ber flowing teats ' ; 

A fair she^gpat high-feeduotg on the }»atf^. 
Of the eternal Hydrasil distils. 
Each day of hydromel un&iling streams^ 
Copious to satisfy heav'n's endles$ hosts/' / ^ 
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Mirth crown*d the lavish festival,, ^^nd sij»ifl > 
Flew the gay time, as bards diviXker jrebears'd 
Heroic acts, and sounding music p^'4t 
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Till at a sign from Odin's lifted hand. Book 

Hark ! from afar the piercing cry ascends "^ IX, 

Of the ferocious cock, signal of war ; rfm^^i 

The heroes from their seats start up, and seize 

Their arms, all-hast'ning thro' unfolded gates 

To the grim fields of fight. Chariots and steeds 

Await their coming, and with martial noise 

All heav'n resounds, as thronging they advance 

In multitudinous phalanxes, ted on 

Under extended banners to the roar 

Of drums and clarions^ trumpets^ harps, and shouts. 

The passing crowds the Danish King^p^i^^^ - 
Burning with, eager fiiry to behoM 
Their dread, triumphant tran^rte, and con{ 
Of their embattled kgions/ To his side 
Tyr joins his steps, and both together ihouht ^^''-' *• 
A high, refulgent chariot, whose ascent »' ^ 
Commanded prospect of the champaki seen 
Within whose concave in array were laid 
The monarch's armour, Odin's sptendid gif 
Them heav'n's almighty fatiber in bis car, = 
Surrounded with cele^ial moving pomp, 
Accompanied : and soon their state arrives 
Th' illimitable fields, where swift arrayed 
In two opposing armies, stood adverse 
The blazing wars of heav'n's translated pow'rs. 
Nor paus'd : for each intiilm^table host 
Fierce-rushing opposite conjoins afar - 
Tremendous conflict Thuftflfer tJien/gttft roar 
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Throughout all heaven. Then shook the solid tow*rs Book 
Of all her cities, and Valhalla rung IX. 

Horrible echoes ; while the boundless air v. 1224—1253. 

Rain*d death, loud-shattering adamantine arms 
With dark incumbent ruin. Flaming far. 
Chariots all dash'd with gore, and steeds, and shields 
In fierce commotion mix, a moment seen, 
Till other unrestrained 'destruction whelms 
Their jarring tumult. Squadrons heap the plains, 
Delug'd with blood. Nor less confusion reigns. 
Than if the twilight of the Gods arriv'd, 
And all heav'n burst asunder, in mid air 
The constellations had together dash'd 
Their globes, and desolation roar'd thro' worlds. 
So flashed thick fires, and sanguine torrents rolVd, 
Terrible, blasting, as those stormy flames 
And poisonous floods, which at the end of time 
Fenris Jby Midgard's side, (refl of their bonds). 
Shall from their jaws, wide as the gulph of hell. 
Explode o*er heav'n and earth, and deeps of air. 
Floating on dark-expanded wings aloft. 
The rav*ning vultures came in hideous clouds, 
• And downward darting tore with piercing screams 
The fallen dead, the triumph so to swell 
Of victory. Endless were the feats of fame 
Atchiev^d on ev'ry hand. Astonishment 
And extacies unfelt entranc*d the soul 
Of Guthrun, at survey of such great war. 
Impatient of controul he seeks to join 
The maddening conflict, and appease in fight 

Vol. 1. 3 G 



410 

Intolerable fury. Of whose state Book 

Aware, his partner God (so to restrain IX. 

His else ungovem*d rage) telb that ev*n now ^wS5^ 

Their course must hence depart, and in the midst 

Leave this fierce war, for now is come the hour 

When toward the earth th' almighty Sire had bade 

Their flight descend. The King reluctant hears. 

And griev'd, exclaims. '* Oh ! that predestined foes 

Were ever doomed by ruthless fate to end 

Glories, and bliss, and pleasures such as these ! 

Here could I ever stay ! My soul exults 

To linger here, this place pronouncing good. 

Can other extacies e'er these exceed ? " 

To whom the martial Tyr. " Lament not, chief. 

That so eternal destiny has doom'd. 

And that these scenes must end : for afler Gods 

Yield to inevitable death, absorbed 

Into the bosom of Omnipotence, 

The brave and bold shall ever live, and share 

Glories and bliss unknown, amid th* abodes 

Of Gimle, of whose boundless heav'n thine eyes 

Shall, as we pass to earth, a shadowy glimpse 

Obtain, whose view shall strait thy saddening mind 

Rouse to high courage and deep-fix*d resolves/* 

He said, and without longer pause directs 
The reins of his wing*d coursers to the south. 
While Guthrun many a fond, retorted glance 
Cast on those happy fields, and gradual mark'd 
Wafs fulgent aspect from the sight retire. 
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Till near heavVs southern borders come, behold t Book 

Cendean regions open on their gaze IX. 

SoothiDg to view ; which high-exalted realms vSSST?. 

Displayed a third, iUimit hear'n above. 

From which, (conspicuous thence) the matchless shine 

Of Gimle's glories pierc'd the azure depths 

Subjacent, and thro' those ^-spreading climes 

Shed light and Kfe and blisss. Th' extatic pow'r 

Ravish'd th' adoring passengei^, and stayed 

Awhile their fervid wheels, but Fate to them 

Conceded not m<H^ near to pierce abodes. 

As yet undwelt of mortal feet Nor time, 

Tho' much desire invited, now allowed 

The beatific transport long to share. 

Reluctant thence they turn : and as they bend 

Their course reverted toward heav'n's glittering bridge. 

The Danish King, with deep regret inspired. 

Still in his mind the fated enemies 

Revolves of heav'n's blest pow'rs : nor fails he then 

To his attentive guide meek to unfold 

His fix'd desire sometime, ere death, to view 

(Escorted thus by some celestial powV) 

The dreaded foes, where'er they dwell, dispersed 

Throughout creation, if such hope the Gods 

Deem not pro&ne for mortal eye. To whose 

Request so offered strait the martial Tyr 

Future compliance promised, if dissent 

Th' almighty Odin gives not. Swiftly flew 

Their buoyant voyage, till discem'd afer 

From the Mr summit of the burning arch. 

So 2 
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The earth unfolds her verdurous regions, stretch'd 
In wide expanse below. Thither their speed 
Hastens, and now the chambers of the deep 

« 

Were redd'ning with th* approach of dawn, nor yet 
The sun had from the orient waves uplift 
His golden pomp. O'er many a realm they sail. 
Swift on their airy passage caught, and light 
At last in view of well-known scenes where war 
In long product held residence, and camps 
Outspread their solemn state. Descending soon 
On the firm ground, the Danish monarch fits 
To his invigorated limbs the arms 
Gift of heav*n*s King supreme, and sudden feels 
Within him pow'r immense and loftiest thoughts 
Disdaining sense of pain, or faint fatigue. 
In such array the hero strode along 
Tow'rd his own subject camp, full of divine 
Ardor, and bade with lifted hand adieu 
To the stem God, high-vanishing in air. 
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ARGUMENT OF BOOK X. 

Second general battle of the English and Danish armies. Various incidents. 
At length Alfred and Guthrun meet in single combat. The Pagan King loses his 
celestial sword. Victory inclines to the side of the English, who force their enemy* s 
camp, and drive tfie Danes into Exeter. After the battle, tfie English females come 
to meet their friends. The flueen conspicuous among these with her children. The 
meeting of her and Alfred. The chiefs assemble in the royal tent. Festivities of 
the English. Council of the Demons. They determine to escort hither to the 
assistance of the Danes their numerous fleet rum lying at Wareham. A messenger 
arrives to Alfred from Octher the English admiral, announcing that the Danish 
fleet is about to sail to Exeta^ : that the admiral has determined to give tliem battle 
on their passage : and solicits the presence of Alfred on board the English fleet. 
He resolves to go. The parting of Alfred and the Hueen. To secure the safety 
of his family, he determines to remove them from the camp to the castle of Anselm, 
an English chief. Departure of the King to the fleet, and of tfie Q^een and 
family to their place of retreat. 
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pf OW virgin mom, attir'd in robe of pearl. 

Shook dewdrops from her shadowy hand on flowers 

Soft-opening to receive the golden rays. 

Shot from the hovering chariot of the sun. 

His broad eye from the ocean-verge beheld 

Both armies, on the confines of each camp 

Preparing for fierce battle. Either host 

Blaz'd far, in aspect various. Marshalled bright 

Under each chief, the English legions stood 

]n shapes triangular, whose lessening points 

Fronted the foe, thick-serried shields along 

Presenting barriers impenetrable 

On ev*ry side. Proud in the van, between 

Each interval, selected chivalry, 

Flow*r of the southern regions, mov'd, of youths 

Noble and young compos'd, their barbed steeds 

Neighing for war. Deep in the rear were throng'd 

The hoary ag*d, the priests, the female trains. 

With ancient bards, before whose guarded ranks 
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Vehicles fiU'd with martial treasures spread Book 

A moving bulwark. Dreadful W9» the vi«iw, X. 

As all th' illumined air with dancing flames v, " ao-W; 

Sparkled, from crested helms and wavy spears 

And shields depict with gorgeous heraldry, 

Shook in the beams of morn. The streamy locks 

Of thousand chiefs broad-floated on the wind. 

Like meteors, over which their falchions flash'd. 

And battle-axes rose in hideous range. 

Where pale Death seem'd to glare. England's best hope» 

Her warlike sovereign on his mantled steed 

Unwearied rode from troop to troop, and rous'd 

To union high of patriot energy 

Each generous feeling. Ev'ry ducal piince 

He pass'd, addressing with meet words, of pow'r 

To fire each heart with thirst of noblest deeds 

And haughty scorn of death : he call'd to mind 

Their bleeding country's wrongs: that now the houjr 

Of her deliv'rance beams at hand, a charge 

Trusted to their sole valour, and the meed 

Of vict'ry : for the fate of Englishmen 

And their sons' sons thro' many a distant age 

On this great day depends. Live only then 

To conquer, and beneath heav'ns arm, attain 

Liberty, glorj^ honourable peace. 

Oddune, the bold, a thunderbolt of war. 
Artful in stratagem, Devonian men 
Led on with answering hearts, Herbert the wise, 
Grown grey in fields of fame, his faithful pow'rs, , 
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Choice of Dorsetian plains, oompell'd, and bade Book 

All rather perish than their monarch's side X. 

Ignobly quit, Osmund was there, the good, v. 49-78. 

The generous hero, father, friend, belov'd, 

Who his selected train from Cornish fields 

Address'd : and bade them ^11 exulting meet 

The visage of grim war, and from her front 

Pluck glorious triumph. Nor there absent far 

Shone Athelard, his son, the father's side 

Protecting with his gallant troop, whose heart 

Throbb'd high within him, as he heard the voice 

Of his dear sovereign, and big tear-drops stood 

In his full eyes. Edric, kind chief, was near. 

Ruling the men of Hants, who garrulous 

Heartened his pow'rs, and bade them imitate 

His generous boys, Hianfrid, and the bold 

Harold, nor following these thro' scenes of fame 

Despise an old man's prowess. Alwin here 

Ardent, impetuous, deem'd each moment lost 

Which held him from the iight. Rayner all-stem 

In his dark armour waited for the firay. 

Sparing of words, yet bade his list'ning host, 

The pride of Wilts, by deeds alone acquire 

Pre-eminence, nor bear to be excelled. 

Oswin, as brave as loyal, with proud joy 

Receiv'd the monarch's charge, and rous'd his train 

Part from his native vales, part to his sway. 

Added since Berthun's mournful iate, to sense 

Of noblest temper. Edgar, young and bold. 

Burning for fame, invoked his warrior-troops 
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T' avenge his brother's deatli, nor ever sec j . BqoK .• 

Vecta's fair isle, till, honour-crown'd, they all X. 

May hail their wives and pleasant homes in peace. v.79— loe.; 



Thus stood the host in mighty coliorts rang'd. 
Princes, earls, nobles, potent thanes, and chiefs 
Of states, of hundreds, tythings, in degrees 
Subordinate, yet leagued in triple vow 
To equal each his leader, to avenge 
Each other's fate ; and victory or death 
Win on the field of blood. These in array 
Shone like the stars of heav'n, whose glorious trains 
Each in his place innumerable rauk'd 
Under the empire of the regal moon 
Shed o*er the cheerless earth comfort and light. 

Nor less the Pagan King his gorgeous host, 
Rang*d in battalions vast of even line 
Immeasurable, with his presence cheer'd. 
He in his hea.v*nly papoply all-arm 'd 
On his curvetting steed from rank to rank 
Rode ardent, and to all enrapt repeats 
His wond'rous vision, which the aid of Gods 
Assures, by Odin promised.. As the pledge 
Of whose high favor these celestial arms 
Adorn'd his life-sweird limbs, to mortal dint 
Impenetrable. 

Mute astonishment 
Seiz'd ev'ry hearer, and all-fix'd they gaze 
Upon their godlike leader : on his arms 
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They gaze : his mighty shield that like a tow'r Book 

Red in the beams of morning, blaz'd afar.: X. 

The flaming cuirass, which his ample breast v. 107— isel 

Inclos'd in gold, starred o'er with gems : his casque 

Horrent with gold and sable-streaming* hair 

Darkening its fiery brilliance, as the moon 

Appears at full, where some broad eclipse shades 

Her struggling radiance, and alarms the night 

With ominous terror. Wheresoc'er he turn'd, 

Flash'd from him streams of glory. Such his look. 

His words, inflamed his warrior troops to sense 

Of savage fury. Terrible they stand. 

Revolving death : their swollen eyeJballs roll 

With living fire. Like tygers ; or a horde 

Of wolves, that from the cavem'd inountains pour. 

When from far fields of battle thro* the air 

Rises the scent of blood. His subject train 

Oskital fires with hope of victory, 

Plunder, and spoil; he animates the fray; ' ^ • . 

Bids each man emulous support liis chief 

And imitate his deeds. Amund inspires 

His martial squadrons with extatic hope - • 

Of glory, festal joys, and vir^ras- love. 

Haldene ambitious, power and regal sway 

Promis'd to conquest's sons. Hubba^ dark soul. 

Burning with hate and fell revenge at thought 

Of Regner his dead i&ther's fete, adjures ; 

His following host by Odin's love, by hope 

Of Valhall's bliss, the torments of his sire ' • 

To wreak in turn on his protad enemies : 
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Bids them survey, tlie magic R^fen, Wrottgtit Book 

By his prophetic sisters, whose broad folds X. 

Wave high, presaging vict'ry. Kenwulph leads* v. io7-.i6a 

Reluctant to the war his Mercian train : 

Yet bids his troops in battle well perform 

Their part, forewarned that known revolt will draw 

Destruction on them all. 

Now thro* the air 
The sound of thousand harps confusVi arose. 
And bardic songs in dreadful harmony. 
While from afar, against each other move 
Both armies throng'd in tdrriWe arfay. 
Standards continuous iloatiiig, e\tk^ tiost i 

O'ercanopy with starry pomp : the earth 
Shakes underneath the tread of arnK3d powers. 
Blaze flashed on blaze reflected, as the hosts 
Advance, like clouds on clouds by tropic winds 
Compeird, that charg'd with meteor fires andstorras^ 
Slowly advance to el^nental waT. 
Nor pause is given : leaping with frantic joy, 
Shouting aloud the Danish squiuilafons rush 
To battle : thousand arrows all the sky 
Darken, while underneath br09d*4aming swords 
Flash in red circles, as like thunderbolts 
The Pagans dart on tbdr expecting foes. 
On wings of dead) opposing javelins liy 
In unresisted torrents that b'erwhelm 
The ranks of fighting warribrs, evVy. where; 
Falling in blood- Resounds the vaulted heav'n 
With noise : the crash of l)eliiiet$ iriv*a ; the roar 
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Of' b4ttle-axes plung'd on orbed shields : . Book 

Tumultuous shouts and aoi^ o'erwhelin the groans X. 

Of djriftg heroes, while with piercing neighs v. let^m. 

The war-steeds trample^o'er th$ iieaps of slain. 

The dread confusioa of that awiu) war 

Was dark and full of terror, as appears 

Night to the wildetr'4?tf^v'ler, o'er some heath 

Urging his haggard way, ; extended hlixid 

Along the shores of CK^Att^ Who aloft 

Dashing his moun£ain6l4SiWaYes in madden'd storm 

Thunders around, and shot thro', opening clouds - 

Forked lightnings,, flashingipale, disclose tonight 

Horrors unknown, from feoe of which the mooa 

Has fled dismayed and«v'Ty tii^inkling star. 

Such was the rush of eli£h contending hoet. 
As when along PeruYiai) coasts, impelPd 
By earthquakes, all tise vast Pacific colis 
Whelming witlun its ponderous dark abyss 
Pull many a tow'red city^ li^ng far 
Their harbour*d naries. o'» the rocking shores^ 
While many a league the floating carcases 
Of delug'd nations strow the roaring waves. 
Innumerable were the mighty deeds 
Wrought in each adverse host, both undiamay'dp 
Both rous'd to highest fiiry. Above them ail 
Terrible, sight-appalling, Guthrun towYd 
In his wide-blazing arms before the van 
Of his high-plumed chiefs e»gag*d in war. 
So thro' the northern snows huge Hecla rears 
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His siwful bulk, and from his blazing top *^'»' , - Bobif 

Thro' the long ipolar' night exploding rolls' ^ . X.» 

Pyramids of red firei that light afaflr < 'f! '^♦' • v/iacLg^. '' 

The ice-heap*d isknds/ and the toeing »seaj:^''- ' ' m / i •' 

He caird his troops and led thfeir Squadrons -on 

Invulnerable, furious, where, the fight ' - 

Rag'd hottest, as the roaming monistei*' prowls • - • iL / 

The forest, when the thfiiKfer dP'hk voi<5fe ^ : '::./;• ;-M . ; { 

Resounds thro* ev*ry cave,! a^wiihbJmA wrath -'•" i^* > 

He tears the qtaiv'ring eartli; : The^'fingiish'host 

Such rage endurid not, biit defonriedtF^ui^/i J^'-ir. rr> ^ • 

Disjoined their ranks, and panic ilright^eskiyfd,-'; •)::/.'-/ 1 IjV:: . i 

To 'scape resistless ruin. .Then kwarel j;' / >n Ji: • r • . .. ! l 

The mighty Alfred thro- the thiekfestT(vari\^ l>' /iim^ii} ; ; U 

Pressed, and before his sudden-yielding host. 

Opposed himself a barrier.: iik6'an:bak I'm-iri jr[» ^r.-rr j ^ 

Shadowing his native hilli, and braving^allr' i /' : Ui li ;. • </ 

The whirlwind's savage ftmy/^ifimivhe^^ood; . , I •, • v'l 

And with loud voice call'd back his r'i^creant troops ' / ^ ' ' 

To l)attle. They astonish'd felt theiri hejarts. •:'•' ,.* 

Swell with new courage; rallying, thiey^restime . •.. * 

Their ranks, and on the foe impetuous turn'. 1 " v • > •» ,; i ' 

Forward impell'd, as a broad driver, swoVn ' 

With rains and torrents from the ImHs o'crwhelais 

Hamlets and forests in its foamy course. . . « . ' 

Then rose the storm of war: the .mailed steeds • ^ j i 

To battle flew : buckler on buckler drove: 

Rank press'd on rank: in hideous conflict join 

The warring nations. . Then the blaze of steel 

Fires all the field. Fierce-bounding from the .strine . . i . 
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Brood flights of arrows, or wide-flashing spears^ . Book 

Or rocks on rocks high-slung from mighty arms . .X. 

Tempest the air. The earth with sanguine floods v.ts6^t55. 

Is delug'd. As innunierable came 

The messengers of de^th,. as h^^il-drops fell ^ 

Impetuous thro* mid: J<«te, which all thei* ^obes^ * 

Dash from autumba^ woods. In streaming gore 

Sink deep the death-struck :??arrioifs, as when trees 

Overthrown by whirlwinds fronpi on. high are whelsn'd , , . 

In agitated waters. Guthnm phflers ' 

His fainting warriors, and perceives his soul 

Rais'd by supernal pow'r to certain hope 

Of conquest. But the Engli^ monarch catoe : '^ 

Came, as o*er rifted i:ojcks a flood de^ends^ . v ; ' 

In mighty catar(tct> whose astounding roar .1 

Alarms from far the <?ountry,. Doubtful now; 

The contest rests : novel amaze and fear 

Reign o'er the field. So dreadful ,$bone the glare 

Of obviQus-mingling spears, as. \x\ the night -, 

A train of meteors o'er thp starry vault, . . .\ • ; 

Dazzling the vivid mpop, cpnyolv'd arise. 

While the awe-shud<J'jing .pepple rapt discern 

Chariots and armies mix'd iq.jfiery.war., , 

Thro' the grim paths of battle like a God 

All-terrible, intrepid, Alfred mov'd. 

Where'er he •came, from his resistless arm 

Scattering destruction. . I^egions, pressing dense 

Between, from sij^ht withdrew and from his reach r . 

Withheld the Danish monarch; else had ris'n . 

War 'twixt these two,, that all the air had rung 
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With tumult, and asfcraiishiiierit asuyp'd Book 

BotK armies. Undismayed die sounding rash X. ' 

Of huge battahons on battaUons poar'd vf^f^? 

The English monarch met, and witii loud voice 

Caird to his aid his faithful pow'rs. They came 

Immediate. Athelard, genVous heto, heard 

Instant, and with his numerous fellowers sought 

The scene of danger, nor he tnrought alone 

His friendly powers. For following his steps 

The noble Osmund led his ardent host. 

So rush'd the sire, as in the Ibrest-glades 

When the young lioncel bursts forth enrag'd 

Against the toiling hunters, near his path 

The brawny lion darts> and marks his course 

With fiery-beaming eyes^ lest pow'r o'ermatch'd 

Surprize his young. So to th' unequal war 

Pressed the bold heroes : nor supported thus 

Faird then the English monarch to repel 

All opposition, tho* with numbers swelled. 

As gusts that urge the deep. Onward he drives : 

His shouting train pursue. Before them fly, 

Or fall beneath their stroke, the adverse powers. 

While o*er them irresistible advance 

The conquerors, as the tide of ocean spreads 

His billowy waves o*er deep-embosom'd shores. 

But not o*er all the champain Victory smiles. 
For in the quarter where Hianfrid leads. 
Attacked by hostile numbers, to the foe 
The English yield forced way. Confusion reigns 
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TliffD* their disordered ranks. Perils and death Book 

Surround the youthfid chieftain, who that time X* 

iTictim to savage frenzy sure had falVn, 

Had not his generous friend, Harold the bold« 

Sprung with a martial legicm to his aid. 

And tum'd the tide of war. So if a storm 

Should wreck some ha^ess vessel on the main^ 

When clinging to the mast, or dash'd on waves 

The scattered crew wait only death, at last 

Some gallant seaman from the surfed Ahoie 

Launches his vent'rous hark, in whose hfest womb 

He saves the suffering, joy*tranaported thjNm|;. 

With such relief to his endangered friend 

The noble ELarold came. In other part 

The youthful Edgar signally displayed 

His daring valour. In the wing where Ibughit 

The Mercians now enslav'd, led num'rous on 

By Kenwulph their revolted King, wheom proud 

Ambition to disloyalty seduced. 

The gallant Edgar rag'd, and with his sword 

Feird shrinking legions, venting his dread wrath. 

As the loud whirlwind o*er the fonest flLs^ 

Ungovernably fierce, when mightiest o^. 

The growth of ages, ^oan and sink to earth. 

Near whose destructive steps Rayner, all*sterh. 

Collected in his fury, pressed, and hurl'd 

Numbers to ruthless fate. His open'd course 

Led him ere long where by his regal crown 

Conspicuous, Kenwulph to the fiercest war 

Rush'd. But before his meditated path 
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Kay lier opposed himseff. Soon as the Kiiig . « Bqo£ 

Beholding recogniz'd his former friend, X; ' 

Fix'd in amaze he like a statue stood; v73i5-34i. 

Chill tremors seized his limhs : his palsied nerv^ 
Convulsive shook, till downward to the ground 
Dropt his too cumb'rous sword. With eye unmov'd 
Gazing he staid, and visage deadly-pale. 

Rayner himself too trembled {> shuddering awe 
Involuntary seized his manly heart: 
His outstretched arm lost then all pow'r to guide 
Its quivering weapon. Solemn silence held 
Awhile both heroes, till th' affecting paus6 . 
At length with speech abash'd thus Kenwulph broke. ' 
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O Rayner, friend belov'd : — if yet that name 
Thou can'st from* me endure.' — But' ho 1 my doom 
Decrees my punishment, and I submit^r-^ ;. .;. 
Thou wilt not hear that sacred hatne pro&n'd«. / >i '. . */. 
Enemy then, yet dearest to my hearty 
I shrink not from thy presence ; for I see . . 
Just heav'n in vengesmce sends me to thy arm,.. . i •' 
A willing victim — Lo ! Tbare liiy brekst ! — » 

Strike; slay me instant : sweet will be my death, 
Perishing by thy hand ; for I am sunk ^ . 
In wretchedness. Take then;a weary life .: . / i.i •/ . . 
That cumbers its possessor,- ^ who could onee. :/!..•' /[ 
For the vain shade of titled pow'r forsakel ^^ri [ »;.,:..: 1 
Thee, every friend, my King, my counby/i^ eaan^e:'' ; 
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To whom thus Rayner, sighing deep, replied. Book 

** Oh ! miserable man ! this shuddering arm X. 

Can slay thee never. Live : but while thy life v. 34«— 359. 

Endures, oh ! cherish of thy former friends 
Remembrance meet, that sorrow in thy heart 
May work some better change, and all thy powers 
May to the paths of duty yet return/' 

To whom the Mercian King. " Too generous chief ! 
Rayner, dear name ! ah ! add not to the stings 
Already in my heart daggers more keen. 
That shame I could not brook. Think with what hce 
I could behold my former friends, whom I 
Once basely had deserted. — To your side 
I never can return.. End then a life 
Hostile to you, to England and her friends. 
Else will 1 perish in this storm of war. 
Fighting enforced against my countrymen. 
Unless in some dark moment of despair 
My own hand turn uppn my guilty breast.*' 

He ceas'd, and longer conference had held 
These pristine friends, had not with thund'ring roar 
The troops of gallant Edgar to th' affray 
Rush'd opposite, and 'gainst the Mercian host 
Effus'd their direst vengeance, to whose aid 
Tum'd then th' impatient Kenwulph, ^nd with pow'r, 
Essay'd to ward the desolating rage 
Of the infuriate English. As a rock 
Meets in mid way th' impetuous torrent's force. 



While round it boil die madd'oing surges, toss'd 

In foamy tumult ; so the fearless King 

t^ppos'd th' impetuous legion of the fee 

That on his people pour*d. Yet vainly t^us 

Defended : thro' their ranks confusion reigns^^ 

And whelm'd in irresistible uproar 

The Mercians fall unnumber'd, or in flight 

Seek refuge from the death which their own hearts, 

Already weak, and banded in a cause 

Unjusty expect not to evade. 

And now 
O'er all the field the Pagan nations meet 
Dismay and foul defeat. Of which ^reverse 
Aware^ the watchful demons 'high in air 
Confer, assembled, counselling what aid 
Occasion needs the fortune of the field 
Swifl to their favor'd people to restore. 
With eager ken all downward gaze, and mark 
The deathful scene, eyeing the sea of war ; 
In what part most the conflict rag'd, and where 
Press'd the chief heroes. Such their awful view. 
As when a dauntless traveler on the heights 
Of lofbjr Cotopaxi, or the top 
Of Chimborazzo, where the Andes stretch 
Their endless chain, surveys amaz'd below 
A sea of clouds rounding th* enormous steep, 
Extoird like some huge island to the sky ; 
Where light* nings flash beneath, and o'er the earth 
Impetuous thunders vent their sulph'rous rage. 
So these. Descending then, the shadowy shapes 
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Mix in the tumult of &e fights and c^ Book 

To sight reveaPd in the war-cinctur'd form X. 

Of Goddess Valkyries, or else unseen, v. 401— #30. 

Voices than mortal more from hovering clouds 

Exploded, instigate to rage renew'd 

The Pagan chiefs. At such dread bidding mo¥'df 

Fierce Hubba led his fiery-<larting troops 

Amid that quarter of the field, where still 

Unterrified, the English monarch rag*d 

Hurling pernicious fiiry thro' the host 

Of enemies. Chief this part woke the fears 

Of the grim pow'rs of death. They saw aghas^ 

How from before his arm by thousands fled 

His adversaries, palsied at his look. 

Death marks his course, and tumult, and afiriglH^ 

And horror, desolating as the blast. 

The suffocating Samiel or Simooni, 

Blown o*er Arabia's wilds, at whose fell breath 

Sky-dark'ning sandy whirlwinds^ whelm at once 

The passing caravans : when prostrate hosts 

Of merchants, pilgrims^ camels, sink in deaths 

And their stiff corses strew the sultry wastes. 

Such ruin, such a foe, f oppose, the Danes 

As by involuntary impulse urg'd 

Rush flocking ; Hubba's savage nations firsts 

Not far remote. With like emotion fir*d. 

The furious Haldene leads his ardent troops, 

Uniting all their prowess to withstand 

The English wanior*s unresisted wrath. 

Whose high example to enthusiasm 
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His wond'ring people. But th' aggres^on new Book 

Of congregated legions, fir'd with rag6 * . X. 

Infernal, turns the tide of war. Awhile ' vT^i^S 

Wavers the scale of victory. Full long ' ^ i- 

The sovereign sole endures the hot assault^ 

Of the barbarian hordes. His zealous aid . '' 

The vet'ran Herbert to his side adduc'd, . . -' i : 

Prudent and calm : but inefiectual .now . • ; i 

Had prov'd all mortal valour to >witiwtand ^ .. )•*.:: 

Enemies so inflam'd, or to avert -* . ' * • • 

Hideous destruction. ' 

Of which doom aware, 
Th' angelic pow'rs, high-hov'ring in mid sky, 
Survey the battle ; on the English King, 
Supporting that tren>endous scetiie^ ithey bend 
Their looks of heav'nly love> ^ublim'd widi awe; 
As when on iEtna*s high-uplifted top 
The godlike Plato stood, and thence beheld 
(In holy admiration deep-absorb'd) 
The sun ascending o'er the golden waves,: 
Illumining afar the ocean, stretch'd . 
In wide infinity. Nor then delay'd ; » 

The sons of heav'n amid the dreadful vrar 
Prompt to descend, and as they wing their course^ 
Lament with pity of superior reason 
Effect so sad of human enmity 
Wasting the earth with energies misused. 
" Terrible is yon scene. Alas ! that men 
(So passing spoke heav'n's radiant ministers) 
Brothers, whom universal peace should bind 
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In social union, state then like our heav'n^ Book 

Their theatre of trial should transform X. 

Into a hell, where furious discord reigns, vf^l^S: 

And ev'ry vulture passion tears the soul ! 

All pass but to one grave. Why then delight 

Men in each other's path to scatter thorns ? 

Why rather not the rose of peace and love ? 

So heav'n-born truth would tell. Which o'er the world 

Once flill-believ'd, abhorred war shall end/' 

So said, before the £nglish sovereign, (friend 
And warm defender of celestial truth) 
A glorious band approach, of order high. 
The train of heavenly beings, o'er his head 
Hov'ring, with sway of pow'r divine repel 
The storm of weapons that from ev'ry side 
Show'r'd, and the flashing falchions which around 
Press'd to destroy. From mid a radiant cloud 
Soon to the view reveal'd, where fair he sat 
Inspher'd, a shape divine in argent robe 
Cinctur'd with a cerulean zone, appears. 
Love on his count'nance shone. His orient hand^ 
Sofl as a dewy beam that o'er the sky 
Streams from the sun at eve, he calm outstretch'd. 
And touch'd th' adoring monarch. Form more fair, 
Shone never Phoebus, God of light and song, 
Nor the chaste Empress of the silver bow. 
Nor the sweet Goddess of the loves and smiles. 
When amid fields of fame their presence cheer'd 
Pelides, or the favor'd chiefs of Troy, 
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Celestial influence thrp' the hero thrilVd, Book 

As words of sound harmonious broke the air. X. 
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" Celestial favorite, thy glorious cause 
Angelic natures with their pow'r befriend. 
Fear not the numbers of the foe. The day 
Is not yet spent ; and ere yon sun descend. 
Thy arms sliall wrest the dubious victory." 

Alike in other regions of the field 
The heav'nly throng, apj^yarent, or by voice 
Mysterious, summon to the dang'rous fight 
The chiefest warriors : thro* their souls inspiring 
Undaunted hope, and renovated pow% 
Nor here their labour rests : for on the Danes, 
Unveiling thro' the air their sun-bright shapes. 
Sudden they flash intolerable day : 
The blaze of splendor, dazzling all the air, 
O'erpow'rs their darkened gaze. Then 'mid his host 
Th' inspired Alfred o'er the field atchieves 
Prodigies of high prowess. Swift; they turn 
The tide of battle and thro' hot uproar 
Drive their fierce foes in clamorous pursuit. 
All Denmark fled. Innumerable fall 
Battalions, whelm'd amid a sea of gore. 
Death universal reigns. On either side 
Sunk then full many a hero, whom the Muse 
Fails to recount. Amid the English host 
The gallant Octa fell : % beauteous youth. 
Of virgins lov'd ; nor mid that war av^jVd 
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The wavy splendor of his yellow hair. Book: 

Which, dropp'd with blood, o'erspread his bumish'd mail, X. 

Like rubies glitt'ring among gold and pearls. v. 5i»-^. 

Victim less feir that Hyacinthine boy 

Lov'd of Apollo, whom by sad mischance 

Slain as they play*d thro' jealous Zephyr's rage. 

From his empurpling blood th* enamour'd God 

Bid violets spring, and with their Tyrian hue 

Oft sooth'd his melting soul to mild regret 

For his lost favorite. Beneath the stroke 

Of Guthrun, Colbert fell, a Cornish thane. 

Rich in possessions. Him the Danish King 

Mark'd, as he rush'd along in fierce pursuit : 

And proud«incei^s*d, forth issuing from his host 

Slew at a blow ; then dragged the falling corse 

After him, as th' enormous crocodile ^ 

Springs from the water'd bank of some low isle 

On man or beast : then with his hapless prey 

Gradually disappears in foamy waves. 

Then, Morval, too thy glory set, a chief 

Condemn'd to fall by Amund's flying spear. 

Dear to the sons of fame, the bards shall sing 

Thy gen'rous temper thro' thy valley's halls^ 

Vacant of thee for ever. Thy fair wife 

Will wail thy loss, as the lone Philomel 

Enamours with her grief the tranced night. 

Nor then their tow'r-like shields from death preserved 

Full many noble Danes : for as their flight 

Measured the deathful field, the bounding steeds 

After them thunder'd. They with headlong force 
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Whelm'd o'er the plain in strong convulsions grasp Book 
The earth with dying hands. 0*er them their foes X. 

Indissoluble, unresisted, rush, ^sSSt? 

A stormy deluge ; fierce-expanded hoofs 
Fly o*er re-echoing arms, and heaps of slain. 

Terribly o'er the field the English fire 
£ach other to tremendous deeds. Beside 
The monarch's side, where dealing wonders fought 
The gallant Athelard, Oddune the brave 
Shouting addressed him : bade him that high post 
Maintain, tho* in his country's cause he fall. 
Alas ! well nigh predicted. As he spoke 
A pond'rous spear fi-om Guthrun's hand transpierced 
His shield and glitt'ring corslet. From the wound 
Issued a sanguine stream. Backward he shrunk 
Awhile ; around him throng'd his shudd'ring train* 
That chance the Fnglish monarch saw, and felt 
His bosom swell with deep regret, for dear 
In his esteem th' heroic youth he held. 
His course he stay'd not, but incens'd with rage 
Rush'd onward : opening his terrific way 
Thro' flying foes, he came at last, where seen 
From far, the Danish King with haughty words 
Rallied in vain his all-disorder'd troops. 
But who shall paint the terrors that arose. 
When to oppose each other furious flew 
Both monarchs, with loud tumult and uproar. 
Nor less than if two piny rocks below 
By earthquakes agitated should collapse 
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In ruins. From around them swift retire Book 

Th' astonish'd multitudes. No word delays X. 

Th' impetuous conflict. Each assails his foe v. m^wtl 

InsuiFerably fierce. Their obvious steeds 

High-plunging shock with awful pow*r. Both dash 

Together their deep-sounding shields^ or hurl 

With steadfast arm their massy*quiv'ring spears. 

Or wave the lightning of their fiery swords, 

That fall with pow*r on helm, and shield, and mail ; 

But long in vain the English chieftain smote 

The Dane's invulnerable arms, nor less 

Th* exulting Pagan on his wond'ring foe ' 

Darted in vain his black revenge ; uncrowned 

With hop'd success. Whether above some hand 

Celestial, or his own diviner skill, 

Urg'd from the Christian King the strokes of death. 

On whom as with fresh fury sprung aloft - 

The Danish war-horse, in his mailed breast 

The English monarch plung*d a spear. With pain 

Snorting, fell backward firom on high the steed. 

And falling, from his lofty seat expelVd . 

His armed lord. He to the gory ground 

With tumult sunk : loud-roar*d his shattered arms : 

While fi'om his pow'rless hand, faintrgraspe, flew 

His sword, celestial gift. Him thus unarmed 

The tow'ring victor saw, stretch'd huge along . 

The bloody earth, yet feil'd to strike. ' He seem'd 

Like some rock-lifted beacon, which from far 

Mariners oft have deem'd the rising moon. 

When whelm'd at last in a resistless storm , ^ 

It falls, and ruinous spreads the delug'd strand. 
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To prove his pow'r, the English s6v'^feign calm Book 

Seiz'd with his spear his adversary's sword, X. 

Where the hilt meets the giitt'ring blade, atid high v. eos-ea^. 
Uplifting, grasps it in his own mdil'd hand. 
Then the fallen King fatigne ot frantic fear 
Had sore oppress'd, tho* cas'd in ponderous arms, 
Invulnerable of mortal stroke, unless 
iEtherial spirits, friendly to his eause. 
Had to his aid descended. They aware 
Of his mishap, in a thick cloudy veil 
Shroud, and firom pressure of his efi^i&y 
Withdraw him. High amid the passive air 
They bear him, gliding without step,- above 
His routed legions^ to a safe retreat. 
Nor this sufficed : for o'er the conquering host 
(To stay th* impetuous torrent of pursuit) 
Th' infuriate fiends hurl down all premature 
Clouds of thick darkness. But in vain. Pursuit 
Delays not.' Thro* the robe of sentient night 
Press the triumphant English on their foes. 
Tumult, and disarray, -and flighty and fear 
Usurp in anarchy vthe fatal field. 
The flying victims yield to certain fate* 
Pale consternation stalks aghast amid 
The vanquished army, while behind with rage 
The shouting victors throng. Loud soimdi^ the surge 
Of blood, ttighover heaven dark-moving clouds^ 
Heap'd vast by nlany a dim overshadowing ann 
Spread hke an universal shroud of death ; 
O'er which at times a blaze of dreadful light; 
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By angel powers effus*d^ with meteor flash Book 

Struggles, the terrors of that dismal war X. 

Awful-augmenting. But no terrors stay ^^«S5! 

Th' infuriate conquerors. 0*er the chan^paia wide 

They drive the adverse nations with alarm, 

Implacable, insatiate. These recede 

Back on their wide-stretch'd camp. But such CQufio^ 

Not intercept their stem puisuers. They 

0*er lofly mounds and deep intrenchmehts urgQ 

Their clam'rous passage : and the hostile cafnp 

Invade with fierce assault. Which gain*4f epe long 

O'er prostrate tents and altars huge overthrown 

They chase th' astonish'd Danes. Nor thes^ at Iftst 

Find refuge, till thro' Exham's tow'red wallfl^ 

Flying, they choke in crowds th* expandi^d gates^ 

Here shrieks of women agonize the air 

Who fir'd with .horrid frenay, instigate 

Their husbands, lovers, to renew the fight^ 

Back to return, or here to stand and die. 

In vain : the Danish legions, strack with fea^; 

Unwont, seek only to escape. Behind 

Destruction urges : and throughout their host; 

Disorder blind prevails and rout. Who gain 

The town, return no more. Full niaqy fly 

In wild confusion o'er the distant plain^, 

Scouring the country, that pursuit 19 vain, 

* • 

With slaughter tir'd, at last the English hosts 

O'er all the Danish cwfp range unopqixie'd : 

Some o'er the fi^ld ^ fight retrace Aeir way. 
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Victory elates their crest. With haughty stride Book 

They mark the champaiD, strown with dead, where bleed X. 

Their foes, their countrymen ; and unappall'd v. 667—695. 

They see around a sanguine ocean roll 

In torrents. Far thro' heaps of slaughter press'd 

The purple flood, as the deep Ganges winds 

In India's solemn wilds his mighty course. 

And thro' incumbent bills a passage broad 

Impetuou^^ opens, where Hfimmeleh lifts 

Her hoary rocks ; receiving in -his waves 

(Believ'd divine) the consecrated dead, 

From many a distant region. The dread scene 

Thro' many a ndble heart now sadly woke 

The sigh of deep regret, while to the soul . . 

Press'd the remembrance of both hosts, so late 

Glorious and pow'rful, with effulgent blaze 

Of warlike splendor moving to the fight. 

Now prost'rate thus in ruins. Such the scene, 

As where amid the eastern climes arose ' 

Palmira's far-fam'd glories, to* whose seats 

The richest caravans of empires throng-d. 

Spreading o'er Europe's nations wealth and state ; 

Yet now have sunk her gorgeous palaces. 

Her dome-roofd fanes, Jher solemn porticos. 

Whose marble monuments along the plains 

Fall'n in superb confusion far around. 

Lost in mute awe, the lingering traveller views. 

• • • 

Now Hesper on the twilight's dewy front 
Had hung his silver orb. With musing thbughts 
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That from impetuous tumult gradual sunk Book 

To calm composure, the predominant host X. 

iPossess the adverse camp, designing here v.' 696-72T 
To fix their martial residence, and hold 

Their foes within the town in strict blockade. ' '' 

Now near the outskirts of the camp appear 
A beauteous female throng, virgins, and wives, 
Longing to meet their lovers, husbands, safe. 
While bards with choral Imrmony attune 
Loud hymns of victory. Before them all 
Conspicuous, England's grace, her honoured Queen, 
Conducts the bright procession. In each hand 
She leads a blooming>!son : this, Edward, doomed 
One day to reign and imitate his sire 
In kingly dignity : that, Ethelward, 
Heir of his father's love for learned arts. 
Near her a noble matron in her amis l^ 

Bore the Queen's infant hope, .a daughter fiur. 
That Ethelfleda, who one day shall fill 
Her father's throne, and to th' admiring world 
Proclaim a portion of his soul her own« 
From far the conscious monarch ey'd the scene, 
As he most active tow'rd the hostile tents 
Pass'd, and collected firom the fields of fame 
His countrymen triumphant* . At the sight 
Rapturous joy thrill'd all his frame. A crowd 
Of high sensations swell'd his soul, as he 
The King, the Gen'ral, husband, father, saw 
All to himself and to his host most dear. 
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Transcendent beauty then his royal spouse Boot 

Seemed to adorn. Majesty in her air X. 

Blended with ev'ry softer grace, and love v. tu^t5$. 

Pure, unaffected, shone. Such she appeared 
As when the moon amid her train of stars 
Walks o'er the wood-crown*d hills. some cloudless nighty 
And on the bosom of the streamy vale 
Beams gold, and whispers peace. Luxuriant wav*d 
Her dark-brown tresses o'er her flowing robes. 
Her blue eyes sparkled from afar. The bloom. 
Thrown o'er the iv*ry whiteness of her cheeks 
Glow'd, as the wild-rose thro' her dewy leaves 
Bends blushing o*er the snowy hawthorn flow'r. 
An angel smile o'er her &ir features played. 
Her gently swelling bosom, which a zone 
Bound, yet its tender tumult scarce restrain'd, 
Seem'd like a playful lamb^ whose silky neck 
The shepherds wreathe with garlands of fredi buds; 
So she approach'd id matchless dignity 
Between her beauteous offipring, with more grace 
Than the swan boasts, when o'er the glassy lake 
Regal in majesty she sails along 
Between her cygnet train, and with anch'd neck 
Proudly beholds their shadows imag'd there. 

Full soon the monarch-husband from his steed 
Descended: her, his solace and delight, 
He sought, where mid her train of noble dames 
Half-compass'd round, she came. Soon in his arms 
Fondly he clasp'd her, and her vetmeil lips 
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Ptes»*A with a holy kiss. She o^er his neck 
Tenderly hung. Expressive silence spoke 
Her fiill heart's feelings. Smiles of extacy 
Illum'd her &ce, and from each glistening eye 
Roird o'er her cheeks rapture's delicious tears. 
Gently he rais'd her, and with soothing voice 

ddress'd. '* Oh ! dearest, loveliest, best, again 
av'n to thy arms restores me. I once more 
\ my soul's better part, possess, and these 
ledges of thy virtuous^love, for whom 

xeel no higher wish than to behold 
Each rise the pattern of thyself. But see ! 
Victory smiles o'er all this glorious host : 
Heav'n has their zeal in their dear country's cause 
Blest, and ere long will crown with iull reward. 
That all our woes shall endv Adored peace 
Shall heal our country's wounds : and ev'ry man 
Shall sooth his age in his own quiet home. 
Come: hush each fear: be baj^y : this proud night 
We give to joy." He spoke : then in his arms 
Lifted his lovely boys : whose blooming cheeks 
He press'd to his warm lips : and to heav'n's east 
Blessing commended each^ while botb at owee 
With lisping prattle welcome his return. 
Nor the last gift of his defighted spouse 
Innocent smiling in the nurse's arms 
Pass'd he unnotic'd; but with finger BdSt 
Touch'd her &ir features, in whose' op'mng gra^e 
He trac'd the likeness of 1^ pmnt flow'r. 
The Queen with fboiabn mark'd bit kind tegufd, 
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And, calm'd to sweet composure, soon with voice- r, Book ' 

Musical as a shepherd's distant flute u'. X. 

Warbles along a valley-parting stream, r vTts^ms! 

Utters in accents meek her conscious joy, 

And gratitude to heav'n. Th* observant throng - y/ 

Melt at the scene aflfectionate and feel 

Their hearts subdued with tenderness. The King 

Brooks not delay ; but leading in one hand 

A sportive boy, the, other to his spouse i ; : ' 

Extended, who with equal transport led ' ' 

Her other youthful charge, them to the camp 

Conducted thus. Bards as they move along 

Sound graceful harmony. All d:t the tents 

Swiftly arrive, . 

And now from ev*ry side ' 

Obedient of command, the scattered host 
Came flocking. . Thro' their adversaries* camp 
They pass, admiring all its strange array, 
Solemn-appearjpg a? the brighter moon : 

4 

Shed o'er the scene her shadowy beams. They md.rk 

Huge altars rear'd to:fabled Deities; 

And store immense of plunder, cattle,, steeds, 

And forage torn fr<wti many a wasted farai. 

Joy throbb'd within them, as they now release 

A captive throng of fellow^warriors, loit ' * • 

In pristine battles, here to tents or trees . . 

Tied by ignoble bonds, &.nd .doom'd ere lohg. 

Victims of sacrifice to bloody Godsii . .! 

Treasures they find of costly arms, and store 

Of luscious mead, and win^, aiid viands rich. 
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Wild-boars, and deer, and sav'ry flesh. The host Book 

Exults aloud. The glitt'ring domes are filPd. X. 

Rapture succeeds thro* ev'ry tent and spreads v,8iv-<«i. 

Long its extatic sway, . while many a wife 

Or tender mistress to her bosom pressed 

Her hero safe, and in her smiles received 

The dearest meed of victory. Ev*n the hearts 

That now received their treasures pale with wounds. 

Or learnt them left on glory's purple hied, 

Felt griefs keen anguish sooth'd to mild regret. 

Amid the sympathy of general joy 

Beaming on ev'ry face. Such tender care 

The females fond dispense, as when a storm 

Has roar'd along the fiery heav'n, and rains 

Have dash'd impetuous thro' the bending woods. 

The sun restored, the birds their shattered nests 

Amid the dripping foliage glad compose. 

And shield their young beneath their glitt'ring wings. 

Within the royal tent the chie&convenev 
Where all with grateiiil joy the monarch meets. . 
The deeds of each he praises, by his note 
Distinguish'd to high honour. Osmund, thee 
Proudly he greeted. And, young Athelard, thee 
Pale with thy wounds^ yet anxious to appear 
And prove thyself still safe, with cordial wsurmth 
Thy King receives. The. regal family 
All of thy state enquire : the female* part 
(Deem'd then their sacred <^cce) to thy wotiodi 
Attend. Such care affectionate then shew'd 
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The monarch's sister, Burthred's widowed Qiieciii, Book ' 

That from thy heart, overlooking station, passed X. 

A sigh oT softest birth : yet \x^ thyself v.s4$-b7>. 

Then scarce reveaVd. Herbert too, ref ran chief. 
Prudent as brave, had from the sovereign's voice 
His meed of thanks. N^or Rayner, thee, grave chie^ 
Majestic in thy stem composure, fail'd 
^ The monarch to applaud. Nor Harold, thee. 
Bold youth ; nor noble, loyal Oddune, thee ; 
Nor many a valiant thane of humbler note. 
Whose deeds deserved renown. Then to secure 
Advantages thus gained, the King consults 
With his prime chiefs : fervent he f ecommends 
Order and vigilance : and deems it bat 
To fix their stattoo in the new-won camp 
And fortify its bounds, lest from the town 
Impetuous sallies force their envied port. 
Hither their own wide camp and! waviike stotes 
Swift to remove ; and by the towered walls 
Of Exham and along the banks of Eae 
To range a strong bkchade^ whence to prevent 
The foe*s supplies, or e€tk at season doe 
Assail the city wi& intMfml storm. 



IS agreed, vfi^it soon t^ chosfen hands 

cecttte^ the royal feast 

cious viands o*er Ae board 

3^ wines pas romd. The feimle throng 

reHtt^dr Truest affection beams 

ice. The virsins witb fix^J; loc^^ 
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And sweetest smile reward the youths they love, Booit 

Reigns universal pleasure. Bards resound X. 

In solemn chorus music's awful pomp, ^mSSS! 

Swelling the soul with mem'ry of the brave 

Or melting ev'ry heart in tender airs. 

Image of whispering love. Thus wan'd their hours. 

Nor less thro' all the camp the common feast 

Spreads its reviving stores on ev'ry board. 

Harps wake entrancing melodies : the night 

Wears on apace ; and pain and sorrow sooth'd 

Resign their pow^r, while in each tent prevails 

High converse of the fight, and each bold deed v, 

There witnessed, earnest of blest note that soon 

England shall see all her best hopes atchiev'd. 

Now night with silent hand had rais'd the stars 
To their meridian height, and the wan moon 
With duskier orb descending, broader i^ades 
Mov'd o'er the earth : when weariness at last 
Breath'd thro' the host desire of sofl repose. 
All seek th' expected couch, where soon kind sleep 
Whisp'ring propitious dreams hush'd ev'ry sense 
To peace, and from his balmy pinions shook 
Unwonted vigour into o*erwatch'd 



But not at peace thro' the still night remain 
The shadowy pow'rs of darkness. Tbey enrag'd 
At sight of those triumf^ant whom they hate, 
And their own favored host thus firom their camp 
Expeird and shut within the walled tovf^ 
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Assemble in mid air, and there confer Book 

Hideous designs, brooding malignity,. : X. 

Each heightening other : and what remedy VTgool-Sw; 

CounselUng must repair so diire defeat. 

O'erlooking the wide scene, 'some giize afar 

With disincumber'd ken tow'rd Warehani's shores^ 

Where rides the Danish fleet, preparing now ' 

Thence to depart, and join their country's bands 

Where the deep Exe his ample harbour spreads^ 

Joy at the sight inflames th* infernal crew, 

And hope re-animates; for now they deeua 

Innumerous aids, unwearied ydt in fij^ht> • i . > . 

Shall soon arrive, whose pow'r^ corijiinc* shall turn . 

The fate of war, iind to the side tiiey love 

Assure proud victory. Nor they pause : at once 

Full many a grizly troop, involved in clouds. 

Rolls afar off*, with purpose, to escort 

Hither the Pagan ships, and from their course 

Ward danger, whether tempest, war, or guile. 

Others o*er Exham*s stately tow'rs repair. 

To mark the routed host, who thro' the night. 

Restless and burning with malignant rage. 

Labour from inroads new to guard their post . 

Or meditate fresh battles with the foe. 

As prompt occasion serves. Their active toil 

The demon pow'rs encourage with what aid 

Seems best : observant of their pray'rs, and oft 

In shape divine apparent, or with charm 

Of heav'nly voice rousing the feebler soul. 
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Thus fled the cj^rken'd hours : till in the ^ast Book 

The breaking dawn appear'd^ before whose steps X. 

Vanished the stars, and ev'ry green hill top, v.9«9-95t. 

Blushing in orient lustre, wav'd his woods 
O'erhung with silv'iy dews. Scarce had the lark 
Ris'n from his grassy nest to greet on high 
The gold-emerging sun, and with his note 
Awoke thro* ev'iy grove the sleeping birds 
To join their matin music, ere arose 
The English host : but to no cheerful task. 
For now alas ! the heroes, fall'n in fight. 
Await the last due rites, needing the hand 
Of friends yet spared to give their cold remains 
A decent tomb. Slow, solemn, o*er the field, 
Bestrown with dead, a long procession moves ; 
The sacred priests, bards in their flowing robes, 
Maird heroes, and a weeping female train. 
The last sad rites are paid : from tomb to tomb 
Religion*s ministers the pious pray'r 
Offer to heav*n : the harp's symphonious tone 
Profanes with no rude touch the mingled sigh ; 
And, breath'd around, the melancholy hynm 
From many an eye evokes griefs holy drops. 
Then many a matron from the Ups she lov'd 
Takes her last kiss, or o'er her Hero dead 
Droops the lorn virgin. On th' extensive plain 
The host congest high mounds, and raise with toil 
Huge monuments of stones, whose upright bulk 
May point to after times the scene of fight 
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Them while these tares employ, io ! o*er tiie ^Bm Book 
Borne on a hasty steed, and in his hand X. 

Bearing the naval flag, a chief arrives vTws^s?! 

Of valiant mention, Amulph nam-d, dispatched 
On message high from the bold admiral 
Ruling the English fleet* He seeks direct 
The King, whom found, the noble messenger 
High in his master*s love, nor wanting sway 
In his own ship, Alfred remembers well 
And greets with cordial welcome. He unfolds 
His embassy. 

^^ FrcMii England's admiral, 
Octher, bold name, intrepid as discreet, 
I come, and to my honoured sovereign bear 
Intelligence, that now the foe prepares 
To wafl his numerous fleet from Wareham's shores 
Tow'rd Exham's war-^rt port, there to unite 
The aid of his throng'd crews in woj^ks of death. 
Their sails are set Brave Octher has resolv'd 
To give them battle, and pursue their flight 
With his own ships, now hovYing on their rear. 
But deems himself to so adventurous task 
Unequal ; such, so numerous, so inur'd 
To seas, and storms, and naval war, so filFd 
With desperate crews, intent on spoil or death, 
That his own weaker fleet, in numbers fiir 
Inferior, and with seamen ill supply 'd. 
Scarce his best hope holds competent to meet 
A foe so powYful. Some great spur must lend 
New sph^it, that shall aid thelaok of strength. 



451 

Nor less, than that he deems, the King himself Boor 

Should on this great occasion to the fleet X. 

Transfer his presence and advice (so long v. Ms-torr* 

Trusting the army to his vefraai chiefii) 

Whence vigour, courage, not to he surpassed 

All would imbibe, when they their voyage knew 

Under the great command of him, whom all 

Proclaim the founder of the presei^ ieet 

England can boart ; until his genius taught, 

Unconscious such a pow'r could aught avaiL 

Himself, to whom the j^ory is most du«, 

Should therefore share it, if they h<^ success. 

If not, his skill niay mitigate and soodk 

The shame and ruin of the worst defeat. 

A ship by Wareham's port awaits to bear 

The monarch to the fleet" 

He IB: his mind 
Ponders the new request : then summons strait 
A council of his chiefs, to whom he ope» 
The message, and his own deliberate wish 
To yield compliance. When their iuU applause 
Sanctions his resolution, to their zeal 
The sovereign thus : " I go then : and will aid, 
(If so my presence can) with all my pow*r 
Our new-form'd fleet* While abe^t 1 remain, 
Herbert and Osmund, wise and valiant chiefs. 
Shall o'er the acmy rule with equal sway. 
And to its wants attend. For not to me 
It rests unknown, nor oflsn without grief 
Revolv'd, how weak a fleet oat sea-girt icalm 
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Can boast her own, her vessels mean in size, Book 

Hef mariners unskiU'd. Our navy yet X. 

Pines in its infancy, tho' Britain lifts v. 1018-1046. 

Thro* waVes her harboured isle, and nature points 

With plain unerring finger to the sea 

As to her element, her native guard. 

Yet if my soul prophetic darts aright 

Into the bosom of yet future years. 

The time shall come, when not a country wash'd 

By the green ocean, but shall see with joy 

England's white sails and red^^ross banners wave ; 

When over ev'ry sea her fleets shall waft 

Her commerce and her arts, to cheer, to bless. 

Discovering climes as yet save of the suri 

Unvisited. Returning big with wealth. 

Plenty, and pomp, the treasures of the world. 

Or hurling thunder on her envious foes. 

Around her shall her countless navies glide, 

like proud jswans guarding their own native isle^ . ; 

Till all lands own her mistress of the main." 

Thus as he spoke, a radiant lustre seem*d r . 

To play around him, and he looked a form 
Than mortal more. Entranced, his hearers clash 
Their shields for joy. W ith deep emotion fir'd,. 
All to their much-lov'd King meekly approach, 
And solemn-bending touch his shield with spears 
In sign of fealty. Nor did not then 
The thoughtful sovereign long reflect how best 
To leave the host in posture of defence. 
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How safest ward the dangers he foresaw Book 

Of many a desperate sally from the town. X. 

Then thro* his soul affectionate arose 

A thought of his lov'd wife, and ofispring dear, 

Mix'd with alann. Perilous still he deems 

The station of the host, and with kind care 

Provident, now resolves from troubled scenes 

Of battle to remove the female train 

To some more safe retreat His thought he tells 

To his assembled warriors, to convey 

His own lov'd household to the castled halls 

Of Anselm, hospitable thane, whose scite 

O'erlook'd the windings of a distant vale. 

Then to the chiefs, Herbert and Osmund, adds 

Instructions meet to rule with order due 

The army, while the ships his presence claim. 

These cares arranged, the King the council ends. 
And now preparing to depart, %eks first 
The royal tent. Within its spacious dome 
He finds his lovely &mily : the Queen, 
His boys beside her playing, and with these 
His widowed sister. On her lap the Queen 
Her infant daughter held, and fond caressing 
Soft to her bosom pressed. The boys in sport 
Had deck'd themselves in military dress ; 
One half^onceard under a high-plum'd helm^ 
Whose streaming hair wav^d o'er him, walked with pain. 
Poising a spear. The other o'er his breast 
Bore a broad corslet, and in vain essay'd 
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To twang a bow that moiik'd hig little httid^. Boot 

Thtir mother mark'd fheir ^kiy» and oft with »&iles X. 

&ide t%etn desist ; unheeded, or with looki ^^^uoS 
Of asking innocence, Wo(k to assent 

The father near him tAltes hk boys^ aitd soon 
Seated beside his eotis6it, gradual tells. 
In gentle tone, soothing her wak^d atarm. 
Mild as the dove cd6!s whis]!fnng to his mate. 
His purposed expedition, and fnrteifit 
Herself and these hfe family from scenes 
Of danger, now too imfhinent, to leadf 
To a more safe retreat. Surprize, distress, 
Contending in hteir bosoni, from her cheeks 
Bade the bloom vanish, and a saintly pale 
Spread o*er her fac*, as twilights grey approach 
Drives from the western heav'n its purple clouds. 
At last these wttrds found tray. '* My honoured lord. 
My love, my husband, deaiter far than hfb^ 
Wilt thou then leave ttte ? Am I to forego 
Thy presence ? How shall f exist, forlorn 
Of thee ? Thee abseiM anhid perils, storms. 
And battles on the lemd, remorseless deep. 
To thee unwont : opposed against a foe 
Bred on the savage element, inur*d 
To tempests and destruction, in his pow'r 
As in his numbers matchless. Oh ! my heart 
Prophetic telts me, if thou go*st, I now 
Gaze on thee the last time. Oh ! 1 perceive 
All places then alike will seem to me 
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Pjr^inant with horror. England will oontain Book 

No safety. X)e8olatiixi9 wars, and death, X. 

Will overrun her realm. Slavery, and spoil i^fuEtS 

Stalk o'er the land uncheck'd." 

She stopt, but aoon 
Her earnest voice renewed. " Reflect, my love. 
On all that thou hast done. Consider well 
All that in fondest hour thou oft hi»t told me 
Remains thee yet to do. What hopes sublime. 
Bom vnth thyself, ask their own fiither's hand 
To rear them. Wilt thou go, vrhile yet the course 
Of victory leads thee to thy dearest aims. 
And. plunge in death amid the perilous main^ 
For sure thou wilt be lost; and then in thoe 
England is lost for ever. All her hopes 
That gild with beams of light these gloomy hmus. 
Will sink in darkness, like the grave's* Mysdf 
A widow, like thy sister ; and these babes, 
Dear to us both, whom often in his aims 
Their father took and tenderly carest. 
Fatherless orphans, and of ev'ry rufiian 
The cruel sport. Their father then will lie 
In the cold bosom of the sea, or led 
Captive perhaps to foreign climes, whom then 
Not England's wealth can ransom, or ptevent 
By ignominioqs tortures to expicev?^ 
Oh ! my soul sickens, as pale &ncy lifts 
These horrible presentments to my vieir. 
Without thee nothing can proceed. On thee 
Alone, thy country's. dawniag coniiNrt nests. 
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Quit then intents so dreadful-wild/' — Book 

She paused, X. 

Overcome with deep emotion : yet with look v.ns5-ri64. 

Of pleading beauty, as her heart would break, 
6az*d in his face ; his purpose still she deem'd 
Unshaken : and resum'd 

** I fear thee firm. 
But if thou wilt go, and thy fixed thoughts 
Brook not opposure of a woman's will. 
Yet hear my prayT. Once there were hours, my love. 
When what I wish'd could never be denied. 
Oh I if I ever listened to thy talk, 
If, won, I ever at the altar caird 
Thee husband, owning thee my bosom's lord. 
If I have been the mother of thy babes. 
Let me attend thee. Go not thou alone : 
Let me too share thy dangers and thy fate. 
For we are one. What is thy pain, thy lot. 
Is also mine. Never shall chance of war 
Separate us : nor leave behind in grief. 
In unknown miseries, part of thyself! - 
Pity me : quit me not in agony. 
Near thee, I can console thee in distress 
(Sweet office !), and beside thee patient wait 
To cheer thee in fatigue, lull thee to rest, 
When the winds howl and dangers glare around. 
For tho' when absent firom thee, I am weak 
And womanish, yet near thee I am bold. 
Constant, serene in danger, and reflect 
Back on thyself a ray of thine own spirit.. 
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Joyful 1 share rtiy pains/ howe'er severe. Book 

And ev*n to perish, yet with thee 'twere sweet." X. 
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So saying, o'er him tenderly she hung. 
While to relieve her throbbing heart, her eyes 
Silent o*erflow'd with pearly drops. She look'd 
(As o*er him bent her lovely form) most like 
Heav*n*s beauteous bow what time the sadden'd skies 
Distil their showers, fair-glitt'ring in the beams 
Of the opposing sun. Her soon the King, 
Fond looking in her count'nance, thus addressed. 

" liOveliest of women, excellent as dear, 
I feel thy noble soul exalt my own. 
While thy affection melts me and subdues. 
Thy gentle accents wake within my heart 
The husband, father, brother ; that almost 
Love, pity, reverence of thyself, and ihese 
Thy darling offspring, shake me to forego 
My purpos'd resolution, and resign 
My destined task to some inferior hand. 
But no ! be all thyself Let no vain fears, 
No weak foreboding of too tender love, 
Unnerve thy wonted calmness. Let thy sons 
Inherit from their mother, England's Queen, 
A fix'd and valiant heart. Urge noie no more 
To quit th' attempt of an imperious task. 
Prompted by duty, big with highest design. 
England now calls me from the fields of fight 
To guide her infant navy, and defend 
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On her own element her sacred shores Book 

From swarms of fierce-invading, Pagan foes. XL 

Shall England's King shrink back, or stand aghast, v.iis3-j««3. 

Withdrawing from the combat, till his land 

Sound with the shouts of robbers unopposed ? 

Shall England's Queen withhold him, if he dares 

Forbid th' approach of these marauding hordes. 

But coping with them on the open main 

Ingulf them there, ere yet their bloody steps 

Pollute a grass or flow'r of his fair isle ? 

No ! I must go, and like a man ; a King ; 

Not bearing thee associate, tho' most dear. 

I go, and with heav'n's blessing will perform 

Th' exalted charge assigned me. Yes ! I feel 

My heart assures me ccmquest, and the aid. 

The arm of heav'n in its own cause. Ere long 

I shall return repaid with victory, 

And honour, presage of yet future triumph. 

When England's sons, inspirited, shall chase 

From off the bosom of their wounded land 

These furious, foreign wolves, that drain her blood. 

Then order, peace, and happiness shall come 

In graceful train, and hand in hand disparae 

Their genial influence into ev'ry home. 

Now should I event &11, my death would prove 

A high example to all England's sons. 

Rather to perish than to live base daves. 

Millions of warriors, would spring up to fill 

My place, in valour equal, firm,, resolv'd^ 

Unconquerable as united : who should then 

Place England's glory on eten^al base.'' — 
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He paused a moment, then from his high thoughts Book 
Relaxing, on his &mily around X. 

Gaz'd^ and thus added in more tender tone. ^i^^t^ 

^' Nor then, would you, dear treasures of my soul. 
Me lost, be widow'd, orphaned, comfortless. 
That gracious Being, who the unfledg'd bird 
Feeds, and each houseless tenant of the plain; 
Who nurtures ev'ry flow'r that decks the field ; 
Would be to you a b^ter father, friend. 
And comforter, and as J:ie knows you good. 
In ev'ry peril would defend you all. 
And give you hope and solace, bom of heav'n. 
Trust then to that kind Providence, whose eye 
Looks over all its works, and must protect 
The favored virtuous with peculiar care. 
Of me a tender memory you still 
Would cherish, mingled with a noble pride 
That in my country's cause I bravely fell. — 
But hence that painful picture ; which I see 
Softens thy soul afresh and from those eyes 
Renews their current of too tender drops. 
For rest assur'd ; 1 shall return to share 
Thy lov'd society for many years. 
England shall be released from all her fees ; 
Then will we fondly rear this blooming train. 
And teach them to be noble*minded, brave. 
And good, till seeing our own youth renewed 
In them, our country happy in its peace. 
Blessing, and blest, along the vale of life 
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We will descend ; old age by slow degrees Book 

Shall bend us and one grave embrace us both* X, 

l^IeanwKile, me absent, thou shalt safe remain v. 1253-iflsi. 

Apart from danger and grim scenes of war 

Within a sheltered castle, whither soon 

With meet escort thou and thy train shall part. 

There at each setting day and dawning morn ; 

Think of me absent, as I will of thee. 

And pour a fervent orison to heav*n. 

Be mindful of thyself and this lov'd flock. 

And calm expect unclouded houi^ of joy.'* . 

He ended here. The Queen awhile remained 
Vacant of speech ; at last with softer voice 
Brief she rejoined. '^ Alas ! this in&nt flock 
Will ever to my gloomy thoughts present 
Their father absent, and thy widow'd sister 
Remind me what myself may soon become.—^ 
Forgive my weakness, dearest love : but sure 
Prophetic fears now agitate my soul. 
That with unwont alarm is all-awake. 

Doubting I never shall behold thee more. ^ 

Oil have I seen thee march to war, and oft 
Return all pale with honourable wounds. 
Yet never felt I fear. But now oh I now — 
Something within me to my thought reveals 
Horrid events, and that thyself must — ^AVhat ? — 
Oh ! dreadful image — Hence — I'll not believe — 
It cannot be — No^I will be myself. 
And dissipate these fancies. — Go my love. 
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My eter honoured lord I .Against her foes . Book 
Be. still thy country's shield. I will implore X* 

Comfort and hope from heav'n, and till my eyes v!1m^isig. 
Again feast op thee, still believe the best" 

She said, and proud with fortitude assum'd 
Stood firm : yet soon remenib'ring she must part 
Approach'd her husband, and her lovely face 
Soft-folding in her robe, hung o'er his neck 
Silent. He gently dasp'd her to his breast. 
And unprevented on her fragrant lips 
Impressed a kiss, lingering as zephyr sleeps 
Within the dewy bosom of a rose. 
Retumipg tenderness half bade her tongue 
Still urge his stay, but honour in her soul 
And dignity forbade. Yet eloquent 
In silence, ev'ry gesture spoke. Her heart 
Throbb'd high, and spite of effort, flutt'ring sighs 
Betray'd the secret tumult of her breast. 
Long thus she lingered in her husband's arms 
With unavailing fondness. Ofien he 
Gently repell'd her, and with whi^r'd words 
Check'd her emotion. Lovelier then she shone 
Than wont : tho' graceful ever, now her mien 
Of tender grief had heightened ev'ry charm. 
As when May, flow'ry-vested, scatters show'rs 
0*er the green meads, the transient rains disperst. 
All nature smiles in beauty : cowslips bend 
Their spotted bosoms on the pearly grass : 
The landscape shines in beams of soften'd gold : 
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With azure smoothness glide the streams along : Booc 

Sweet breathes the air : the groves with music ring. X. 

V.ISU— 135S. 

While these soft cares employe him, to the King 
Hianfrid is announced. The youthful thane 
Brooding resentment that no public praise 
Had yet extoU'd his mean-reserving deeds. 
Still under friendship's specious mask concealed 
Hate, vain ambition, envy, treacherous guile. 
Received, with meek submission his request 
He offers, with due escort to conduct 
To Anselm's quiet halls the royal train. 
Thus speaks he. '' Royal chief, thy memory 
Perhaps recalls, I sav'd thy sister once, 
When Amund led to unexpected war 
His foremost troops, and on the final rear 
Vented his horrid rage. Still let me prove 
My ardor in thy service. Let me lead 
With escort meet of military state 
To Anselm's friendly home the regal train. 
So shalt thou know them safe, and I discharge 
A pleasing duty, ^ivied of my peers.'' 

His ready care the. monarch, ever praoe . 
To palliate error past, accepts ; and bids 
Haste his designed attendance. Soob array'd 
The sovereign his rehictant &mily 
Prepares to leave, and many times fitrewel 
To each repeating, quits them as a brook 
That wanders murm't iog thro' a vale^ and leaves 
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Flow*rs blooming on his banks, whose modest grace Book 
In many a rural dell his moisture feeds. X. 

asssssssss9 

Delay is none. A small attendant train 
Selecting, strait the royal hero joins 
The naval messenger, with whom intent 
On his high expedition now he leaves 
The camp : not unaccompanied awhile 
Of other noble chiefi, honouring his stepi. 
Him, passing thus, the conscious host salutes 
With acclamation, blessings on th' emprize. 
And pray'rs for his return. The female thnrng 
Mark his departing train with equal hope 
And tenderer emotion. There the Queen 
Long present stood, and watch'd the glimrn'riog band 
Gradual recede from sight; as dewy mi9t$ 
Sail o*er the country, when the shepherd stands 
Posted on some green height, and views their forms 
Rolling away, till the dim mountains seem 
Lake islands rising from a fleecy sea. 
Full soon herself with her domestic charge 
The Thane Hianfrid waits, with escort meet 
To bear to Anselm's halls. Nor less amid 
The gen'ral camp, a noble female train 
Prepares to leave the post, and seek awhile 
Some not unknown retreat, as choice invites 
Or safety dictates. Many a chieftain^s tent 
PKWBts a busy scene, while the griev'd wives^ 
Matrons, and virgins, quit with fond farewel 
Their dear relations. So a beauteous crowd. 
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All with meet guacd accompanied, departs. Book 

A «igh of fond regret their course pursues, X. 

Mingled with hope. Such seem'd their graceful pomp, v.ises-iagr,, 

While led by their fair Queen, the splendid train. 

Gradual, majestic, from the view retires. 

As fades the beauty of the western skies 

At eve, what time at first an ample globe 

Of gold, the sun amid the buniish'd clouds 

Sits thron'd, yet reddening, broadening, as he slow 

Descends, the clouds to deepening purple change. 

Crimson, or fainter gold, and all on high 

White, airy fleeces streak the azure vault. 

Till when he final sets, grey twilight spreads 

Her equal shade around, and Night at last 

Under th* Embrace of his dark mantle hides 

Ev'ry green hill, and vale, and silent tree. 
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